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IT IS NOT DEATH TO DIE 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 Cor 15:12-58 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 
even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if 
the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, 
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority 
and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it 
says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 
subjection under him.28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
29 Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not 
raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I 
protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every 
day!32 What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 
raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins 
good morals.” 34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. 
For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you 
sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.39 For not all flesh is 
the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for 
fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, 
and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 
also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then 
the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 
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heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of 
dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this 
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 

Why We’re Studying 1 Corinthians 

The reason we are departing from our series in Ephesians and studying 1 Corinthians 15 is 
apparent to those of who have been reading the news coming out of the University of Georgia. 

Last Wednesday evening around 9 p.m., a car carrying five University of Georgia college girls 
was traveling northbound on Hwy 15 south of Athens. At the same time, another car was 
traveling southbound. The car carrying the college students crossed the center line and struck the 
other car. 

In the aftermath, three of the girls—Kayla Canendo, Brittany Feldman, and Christina Semeria—
were pronounced dead at the scene. A fourth girl—Halle Scott—died at the hospital. And the 
driver—Agnes Kim, a senior—remains in critical condition and in a coma at Athens Regional 
Medical Center. 

The outpouring of response—as you can imagine—has been great. The news has spread around 
the world. The Governor has ordered flags at half-mast. The U.S. House of Representatives 
observed a moment of silence. On campus, there have been many vigils and times of prayer. The 
hearts of many students are heavy as they head into finals week. 

Two Kinds of Bad Responses 

When times of tragedy occur and the hurt is deep, two kinds of responses are never appropriate 
for Christians who love their neighbors. 

One is to be light and silly.  God’s word tells us that death marks an eternal separation.  There 
are huge things at stake when a person dies—whether they are young or old.  Hebrews 9 says 
that “it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.”  Many will die and face 
the judgment of eternal damnation.  Because in life they did not trust in Jesus Christ alone for the 
righteousness they need to stand before a holy God, they must pay the penalty of their sins for all 
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eternity with no hope of a second chance.  But the rest will die and immediately enter into the 
presence of God.  Those are the only two options. There is no period of unconscious eternity. No 
soul sleep. No waiting period. No holding tank. No purgatory.  We die and immediately enter 
into conscious torment or conscious joy with God.  So making light of eternity is something we 
must not do because of the gravity of the situation. 

The other inappropriate response in times of tragedy like this is to be glib.  Christians who love 
their hurting neighbors aren’t to be superficial or insincere or thoughtless.  When hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, are heartbroken, we won’t deny this is a tragedy for family and friends.  We 
are to weep with those who weep.  We feel and express compassion for those parents and 
brothers and sisters and relatives and friends who have lost more than they could ever estimate. 
We pray because we know he hears and he cares and he is good and he helps in time need of 
need.  And, for those who are close to the situation at hand, we take time to touch and give 
tender care to those suffering in soul. 

How then should we respond? 

Because Treasuring Christ Church is in Athens and we aim to spread a passion for the fame of 
Christ’s name in Athens, it seemed appropriate to take a one week break from Ephesians to 
consider how Christians should think about death and what it should motivate us to do.   

I didn’t know the four girls who died, so this sermon isn’t a eulogy.  But when a time such as this 
comes and effects an entire community, it is good for us to make sure we know what we believe.  
Our time of grief over a loved one’s death is coming.  The death rate on planet earth since the 
beginning of time, rounded to the nearest whole number, is 100% (save for Enoch and Elijah).  
And for those who die trusting Christ, we want to be able to grieve as those who have hope, not 
as those who have no hope.  But even more on the personal level, we need to know what God’s 
word says about what happens after death.  The way we view eternity will inform the way we 
live now. 

So let’s turn our attention to 1 Cor. 15:50-58.  In this passage, Paul motivates believers to 
continue on in the Lord’s work because they will receive a resurrected body and inherit the 
kingdom of God.  We’ll see this in three stages:  

First, our resurrection transformation. Second, our resurrection victory. And, third, our 
resurrection motivation.  First. . .  

I. OUR RESURRECTION TRANSFORMATION 

The first thing Paul says about our resurrection transformation is that we need one. 

A. The Need for Our Transformation 

v. 50: " I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable." 

We need to be transformed.  “Flesh and blood” means our bodies are they are now.  It refers to 
our physical bodies.  It’s used that way in Heb 2:14, where the writer says that Jesus took on 
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flesh and blood just like his spiritual children: "Since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things.”  So flesh and blood doesn’t refer to our 
sin nature, it refers to what Paul calls earlier our “natural” bodies (v. 44).  The bodies we are 
born with cannot “inherit the kingdom of God.”  Here, “kingdom of God” means heaven.  So 
these bodies we now live in can’t receive/inherit/enter into heaven.  Paul further explains “nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”   

Now everyone who shops at the grocery store knows what perishables are.  Those are the things 
that go bad, grow mold, decay.  That’s the idea here: our bodies are subject to decay.  Our bodies 
are wearing out. We are decaying.  Even when we are first born, there’s a sense in which we are 
already decaying.  We may be able to hide the effects of ageing with tucks, lifts, transplants, 
makeup, dying, and tans. But all those do is conceal what’s really happening. 

The reason we are decaying, of course, is the Fall of Genesis 3.  When sin entered into the world, 
death came with it. And now bodies decay.  We are irreversibly headed toward decay and death. 

We’ve seen our need for transformation. Next, Paul tells us. . .  

B. The Nature of Our Transformation 

v. 51-52: "Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  

As I’ve said before, a “mystery” is a revelation of God—something you couldn’t discern by 
natural means.  What God is revealing through Paul is that not all Christians will “sleep” before 
this transformation takes place.  Sleep here means die.  We know that because that’s how he uses 
it in v. 20: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep."  Jesus also uses this term about his friend Lazarus in John 11:11: "After saying 
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”"  
Well, we know that Lazarus was dead and Jesus knew it.  Sleep was a metaphor for death. 

So “not all sleep.”  “All” can only mean Christians, because in v. 50 he addresses them as 
“brothers,” which is Paul’s term for fellow-believers.  Not all Christians will die before their 
transformation takes places.  But regardless of whether they have already died or are still alive, 
all Christians will be changed: “we shall all be changed.”  That is, we shall all receive new 
bodies. 

And when will this happen?  Three phrases tell us: “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet.”  “In a moment” means it’s not a process.  “Moment” is the Gk word a;tomoj ; 
which we get the word “atom.”  It means a portion of time so short that it is incapable of further 
division.   

Unlike sanctification, our glorification in the transformation of our bodies will be instantaneous.  
“In a twinkling of an eye” tells us it’s fast.  You can move your eyes fast. Some think it is the 
fastest muscle in the human body.  I don’t know if that’s the case, but your eye is fast.  And your 
transformation will be fast. Faster than you can blink. 

“At the last trumpet” means it comes at the end.   
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A trumpet call in the Scriptures is symbolic of gathering a multitude together to usher in 
something final. 

• Jer 51:27: a trumpet sounds for the last battle cry 
• Joel 2:11: a trumpet warns of the coming day of judgment 
• Zech 9:14: a trumpet announces the coming of the Lord 
• Isa 27:13:  a trumpet summons people from across the earth. 

So at the trumpet call—at the end—we are changed.  At the end of what?  At the end of the 
church age. It is the last point of providence of the church age.  Paul makes a similar point in 1 
Thess 4.  There, Paul is comforting a church that is worried about Christians who have died and 
whether they’ll miss being gathered up to the Lord. And Paul says there is no worry: 

1 Thess 4:13-18: "But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself 
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who 
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words." 

This being “caught up” is what’s known as the rapture. This time when both dead and still living 
Christians are raised to meet Jesus in the air.  Remember, that’s what the angels told the disciple 
when Jesus ascended: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11).  So the church will be raptured into heaven to meet Jesus.  And in that moment we’ll 
be glorified and receive our new bodies. 

So we’ve seen the need for our transformation, the nature and timing of our transformation. 
Next. . .  

C. The Certainty of Our Transformation 

v. 52b-53: "For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality." 

These two sentences restate what we’ve already seen.  But here the focus is on the certainty of it 
happening. Let me read it again with emphasis so you hear it:  

“For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality.” 

For us to be immortal—to live forever—we must have a new body.  The Ancient Greeks 
believed man was naturally endowed with immortality.   
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But the Scriptures say not so! Immortality (whether you are resurrected to eternal damnation or 
resurrection to eternal life) comes by resurrection.  Both believers and unbelievers are 
resurrected—but only believers are resurrected to eternal life in heaven—and only believers 
receive a body fit for heaven. 

I read an article this week about a scientist who proclaims that the next person who lives to 1,000 
may already be living.  He claims that science is close to discovering ways to prevent decay of 
the body.  Indeed, he says, immortality may be within reach.  Science may very well be able to 
keep people alive for a long time, but science will never achieve anything close to immortality.  
This body of ours is decaying and is headed to death.  But every believer has the certain hope of 
actually getting a new body that will last forever. 

So our resurrection transformation leads us secondly to. . .  

II. OUR RESURRECTION VICTORY 

From vv. 54-57, Paul heralds three features of our resurrection victory. First. . .  

A. The Finality of Our Victory 

1 Co 15:54: "When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’” 

On that great day when Christians receive their new bodies, that is final defeat of death for them.  
Christ has already struck the mortal blow to death by his resurrection.   

Ro 6:9: "We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him." 

This was the death of death in the death of Christ.  Jesus broke the power of death by rising from 
the dead.  But for a while, we still feel the pain on death.  Now: 

• Death is still our enemy 
• Death tyrannizes us. 
• Death haunts us. 
• Death hurts families. 
• Death breaks up close relationships. 

But one day—we pray soon—will be the abolition of death itself for Christians.   

"When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”" 

On that day: 

• Death will have no more victory. 
• Death will have no more sting. 
• Death will be swallowed up. 
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Now, the death of Christians looks like our defeat and death’s victory.  But at our resurrection, 
the tables will be turned.  All will be reversed. And what looked like our defeat will turn out to 
be our victory. And death will die an absolute defeat just as surely as our bodies will live again in 
absolute victory.  Christians who have died will no longer be prisoners of the grave.  Christians 
who are living will never again have the fear of death.  Death will be consumed. 

Paul quotes Isaiah 25:8 which reads: "He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken." 

This is our confidence: the tears we shed now when loved ones pass away, the Lord himself will 
wipe away.  The Lord has spoken and all that he speaks comes to pass.  Jesus fulfilled this 
prophecy in Isaiah, and our resurrection will be the realization of it. 

A second feature of our victory is. . .  

B. The Totality of Our Victory 

1 Co 15:55-56: "“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law." 

Paul mocks death by quoting Hosea 13:14.  He looks forward to when we have received our 
resurrected bodies and taunts death: “where is your victory? Where is your sting?”  MacArthur 
notes: “Paul implies that death left its sting in Christ, as a bee leaves its stinger in its victim. 
Christ bore the whole of death’s sting in order that we would have to bear none of it.” 

And this victory over death is so total, that the victory extends even to sin and the law.  He says, 
first, “the sting of death is sin.”  That is, death has the power (sting) to hurt us because of sin.  If 
there were no sin, death would have no power to hurt us. 

Why? Two reasons: 

1) If there were no sin, there wouldn’t even be death.  Death came because of sin. No sin? 
No death.  Get rid of sin and death is vanquished. 

2) If sins are pardoned, death is harmless.  If sins aren’t pardoned, the consequence after 
death is hell.  But if sins are pardoned, the penalty for sin has already been paid.  And, 
therefore, death only serves us as we enter into the joy of our Master.  That’s why Paul is 
able to say in Phil 1:21: "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." And then, “My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better." 

So for Christians, the power of death is gone because sin has been forgiven.  Christians sin and 
Christians die. But because Christians have had their sins covered by Jesus’ death, the sting of 
death is removed.  Again, MacArthur comments, “Only where there is sin can death deal a fatal 
blow. Where sin has been removed death can only interrupt the earthly life and usher in the 
heavenly.” 

Secondly, the victory over death extends even to the law. He says, “the power of sin is the law.” 
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That is, sin has power over us because of the law.  If the law has been fulfilled, sin has no final 
power over us. 

Why? Two reasons: 

1) The law creates sin. Without the law, there would be no sin.  The law reflects God’s 
standards. If there is no law, there is no standard to conform to and there is no sin.  But if 
the law is fulfilled on your behalf, as Jesus has done, then you are treated as if you kept 
the law perfectly. 

2) The law condemns. Without the law, there would be no condemnation.  You can’t be 
guilty unless there’s a law you break.  But if the law is fulfilled on your behalf and you 
have been forgiven, as Jesus has done for us, then you are no longer condemned. 

Tx: A final feature of our victory is that it produces thanksgiving. . .  

C. The Thanksgiving from Our Victory 
1 Co 15:57: "But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

We know that this victory over death did not come from our own hands.  We would be 
powerless. We would be victims. We would be certain to lose.  But we can give thanks to our 
God that Christ Jesus our Lord has given us the victory.   

God “gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Jesus is the one who defeated the 
grave.  Jesus is the one who beat back death.  Jesus is the one who knew no sin.  And therefore 
all those who are found in Jesus will be victors. 

1 Jn 5:4: "For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith." 

By faith we come to be united with Jesus.  So only those who know Christ savingly—only those 
who have acknowledged their sin and have turned from their sin to trust Christ for the 
righteousness they need before the Holy God—only they gain the benefits of Christ’s victory 
over sin, Satan, and death.  We are blessed! What a God we serve!  Here is your God who did 
what you could not.  Here is your God who rescued you even when you were yet a rebel against 
him.   

Brothers and sisters, have you given thanks to God for what your Brother Jesus has already done 
for you beyond the grave?  Even as you approach death, won’t you seek to give him thanks that 
you can face death without fear?  Death won’t last!  Even in the sting of the death of fellow 
Christians, won’t you search for the ray of sunshine—dim as it may be to you in that moment—
so that you can give him thanksgiving?  Our resurrection transformation leads to our resurrection 
victory, which finally this leads us to. . .  

III. OUR RESURRECTION MOTIVATION 

1 Co 15:58: "Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain." 
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How then should we live in light of all that Paul has said?  Because death has been defeated, 
because death serves us as a gateway to being with our Lord, because sin has been forgiven and 
the law cannot condemn us, therefore we should live like this: 

First, we are to be “steadfast, immovable.”  That is, even though death and sin are all around us, 
we are to stand strong in the truth.  When the hurricanes of sorrow overwhelm us, we have an 
anchor of truth that holds.  We will not deny the goodness of God.  We will not believe that 
death has won.  We will lean into Jesus all the more. 

And, second, though we move through this life with much sorrow, we also are to abound in the 
work of the Lord.  While we have still  have the opportunity, we will wear ourselves out for 
Jesus.  We will press on to the end.  We have no need to waste our life by laying up treasures on 
earth.  We will lay up our treasures in heaven.  We will overflow with service to the Lord. 
Holding back nothing. 

And, finally, we will take heart knowing that all our efforts in the Lord’s work accomplish his 
purposes that he has set out.  Even when our plans fail. It is never in vain. 

• The church plant may fail. 
• The Bible study group may not come together. 
• The gospel may fall on deaf ears. 

But there is no wasted effort in the Lord’s service. 

CONCLUSION 

So, we’ve seen our resurrection transformation leads to resurrection victory which leads to 
resurrection motivation.  A motivation that helps us keep on keeping on, even when life hurts. 

Let’s ask God to help us. 
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