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NOW MORE THAN EVER 
1 Peter 3:14-16 (No. 4) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
June 28, 2015 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
On Friday we woke up to an America that would be radically different before noon.  As you 
know, the Supreme Court ruled that so-called same-sex marriage is now a Constitutional legal 
right throughout the U.S.  It is one of those times in American history that you know is a 
defining moment in history.  It’s a moment that is impossible to predict all the implications. 
 
There is a lot that we could say about this.  As an attorney now for over a decade, I have a lot of 
opinions about this decision from a legal standpoint.  As a person who studied political science 
as an undergrad and wanted to go into politics, I have a lot of opinions about this decision from a 
political standpoint.  But what really matters now is not the opinions of man. We got 103 pages 
of that in the opinions delivered by the Supreme Court.  103 pages of man’s opinions. 
 
What we need to hear is what God says—and we find that in his Word.  So, a few weeks ago, in 
order to help us think biblically about what we expected to be Supreme Court’s decision, and 
now has come to pass, I preached a two-part series.  The first was from 1 Peter 4 on how to 
suffer for Christ. The aim of that sermon was to prepare you to live for Christ in a hostile world.   
And we learned from 1 Peter that we must expect suffering, rejoice in suffering, evaluate the 
cause of suffering (to make sure we are suffering for righteousness) and ultimately entrust our 
suffering to our faithful God. 
 
Then, the following week we went to the most detailed and significant treatment of 
homosexuality in the Bible in Romans 1.  And what we learned there was that the root of the sin 
of homosexuality is idolatry. 
 
Those two messages didn’t come close to saying everything the Scriptures teach on 
homosexuality and we won’t come close by adding a third sermon today.  But in light of the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, I did want to return to the topic again with a fresh word on what’s next 
for us as Christians.  How should we respond?  Where do we go from here? 
 
To answer those questions, I want to take us back to 1 Peter.  Connect to the Text: 1 Peter is the 
manual for living for Christ in a hostile world. Every line is directly applicable.  Peter is writing 
to a group of churches in modern-day Turkey, where they were experiencing persecution because 
of their faith. 
 
This morning, I want us to consider in particular 1 Peter 3:13-17.  This is a familiar passage and 
is a fitting response to the new America we live in. 
 

1 Pet 3:13-17 13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?14 But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
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defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 
should be God's will, than for doing evil. 
 

We’ll only be able to touch the surface of these verses, but we will find great help in them.  From 
this passage, we see that now, more than ever, we must respond as people of Christ, courage, 
conviction, and compassion. 
 
First, now more than ever. . . 
 
I. WE MUST RESPOND AS PEOPLE OF CHRIST 
 

“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy” 

 
Peter speaks to a situation very much like a situation we can now imagine ourselves in.  
Suffering for righteousness’ sake.  Suffering because we believe what the Scriptures teach about 
homosexuality: Namely, homosexuality is sin and, like all sin, will be judged by God. 
All those who do not repent of the practice of homosexuality will receive the wrath of God and 
spend eternity in hell. 
 
But the gospel is freely offered to every homosexual. If they will but trust Christ and turn from 
their sin, they will be saved from God’s wrath and spend eternity with God.  Peter’s exhortation 
to these believers, who were experiencing intense persecution of many kinds was this: “Have no 
fear of them, nor be troubled.”  I’m sure you had a range of emotions on Friday after the Court’s 
decision. 
 
After you heard the news, your soul may have been troubled.  There may have been worry for 
the days ahead.  Like me, your heart may have been heavy not only for how the world is 
changing, but also for how the world will be different for our children. 
 
Peter, of all people, knew well what it was to be afraid when faced with opposition to allegiance 
to Christ.  He infamously denied that he knew Jesus and fled from him at the time when Jesus’ 
suffering would intensify.  But Peter grew in his faith and says here, “Have no fear of them, nor 
be troubled.”  Don’t fear those who oppose you.  Don’t be troubled about your circumstances.   
Instead, Peter says, “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy.”  So rather than fearing and 
fretting, we are to honor Christ the Lord as holy in our hearts.   
 
Now the word “holy” in the Greek is actually a verb.  The ESV is trying to bring that out by the 
phrase “honor. . . as holy.”  In this instance, other translations probably better help us 
understand what Peter means: NASB: “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.”  NIV: “in your 
hearts set apart Christ as Lord.”  The root verb here is ἁγιάζω.  It’s the verb form of holy. 
It means to set apart, to revere, to hallow, to revere—and in that sense the ESV’s translation 
“honor as holy” is quite good.  It’s the same verb used when Jesus taught his disciples to pray in 
Matthew 6:7:  
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“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” 
 
That’s not a description, that’s a petition.  O Father, let your name be hallowed—let your name 
be set apart—let it be revered—let your name be treated as holy.  In our hearts—that is, with our 
whole person, in our deepest parts—set apart Christ the Lord. 
 
In your heart, treat him as holy.  Treat him as special, unique, in a class by himself.  Now more 
than ever, our lives need to reflect the reality that we have set apart Christ as Lord.  When Christ 
is set apart in our hearts, we live a holy life.  There is a drumbeat in Peter’s letter—we must live 
a holy as a follower of Christ: 
 

1:14-16: "As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.”" 
 
2:1-3: " So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like 
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good." 
 
2:11-12: "Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day of visitation." 
 
3:9-12 [lead up verses to our text]: "Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. For “Whoever desires 
to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking 
deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of 
the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil.”" 
 
4:1-5: " Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the 
time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. For the time that is past 
suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, 
orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do 
not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to 
him who is ready to judge the living and the dead." 
 
4:15-16: "But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if 
anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name." 
 
5:8-9: "Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world."  So to these people 
who are suffering—Peter doesn’t let them off the hook. Rather, because they are suffering, even 
more they should live lives of holiness. 
 

Now more than ever, we need to live lives marked by Christ.  We need to be tender like Christ 
and tough like Christ.  We need to take care to remove any log we have in our own eye  
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before we try to take the speck out of others eyes (Matt 7:3-5).  We need to be pure as Jesus was 
pure.  Resolve that you will pursue Christ and holiness.  Take inventory of filth in your life and 
be fervent to kill your sin.  Open your eyes to see things that have stolen your affections for 
Jesus.   
 
If you must, turn off the TV, unplug the modem, throw out and unsubscribe from the magazines.  
Whether it is lust for a woman or lust for a better house.  Whether it is porn or Pinterest.  
Whether your idol is clothes or women without clothes.  Demonstrate that Jesus Christ is the 
Lord of your life by slaying the idols in your heart.  In this day, we need to live in such a way 
that it is apparent that we adore Christ—that Christ is our supreme object of love, affection, 
loyalty, obedience, and honor.  In short, we need to treasure Christ. 
 
This is what it truly means to live as people of Christ—as Christ followers.  When Christ is set 
apart in our hearts—that is, when we have a kind of fear of Christ—a reverence for Christ—then 
the fear of man and circumstances fade away. 
 
Secondly, now more than ever. . . 
 
II. WE MUST RESPOND AS PEOPLE OF COURAGE 
 

v. 15: “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” 

 
The word “defense” could also be translated “answer” (give an answer) and comes from the 
word ἀπολογία.  It’s the word we get apology and apologetics from.  Apologetics = a defense of 
the faith.  So we are called to make a defense.  
 
So, very simply, God is calling you to open your mouth and say something.  And the kinds of 
situations that Peter seems to have in mind here is the sporadic, informal conversations you get 
into in everyday life.  We are to be ready to answer “anyone who asks” us. 
 
So here’s what I imagine will happen to you: You’ll be sitting in the barber’s chair, or waiting in 
the car repair lounge, or having lunch with a co-worker and, out of the blue, the issue of 
homosexuality and so-called same-sex marriage will come up.  And in that moment, you’ll either 
go silent in order to keep the peace, or you’ll say something true.  You don’t have to say 
everything, but you do need to say something true.   
 
Will you have the courage to say something?  And if Christ is set apart in your heart, you will!  
We can be people who are courageous, who are not cowards, who are not ashamed—because 
there is nothing in Jesus to be ashamed of. There’s nothing in the Bible to be ashamed of.  If you 
believe that, you’ll speak up more often. 
 
The fact is we are ashamed and that’s why we don’t say what we know we should say more 
often.  Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16).  People don’t tell the world what they’re ashamed of. They 
hide it.  They bury it. They hope no one will find out.  But people do tell the world what they 
delight in!  Part of the enjoyment of the thing we delight in is in telling other  
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people what we’re happy about.  Did you see that touchdown run? He took the kickoff. . .Oh, 
I’ve got to show you the shoes I bought. . .Our nature is to tell people what we delight in.  And 
there’s our problem.  Our problem isn’t that we don’t know what to say.  Our problem is that our 
hearts have affairs with the world.  You’ll be courageous when you’re not ashamed.  And you 
won’t be ashamed when your highest joy is in Christ—when Christ is hallowed in your heart. 
 
So how does that happen? You love Christ. You want to share him with others. You truly count 
him as your Supreme Treasure.  But we battle our flesh every day. We feel ashamed that we 
don’t reverence his name more.  What do we do?  The answer is found in the third response we 
must have. . . 
 
III. WE MUST RESPOND AS PEOPLE OF CONVICTION 
  

“always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you” 

 
And there it is: hope in Christ is our hope for treasuring Christ more.  Let me explain.  When 
Peter exhorted these suffering believers to make a defense to unbelievers, what kind of defense 
did he have in mind?  Not a rationalistic defense of the faith.  Not evidentiary proofs of God.  
Not arguments.  But reasons for our hope.  Peter says we are always to be prepared to answer for 
a reason for the hope that is in us. 
 
So the key to courage is a conviction.  The key to courage is having our hearts full of hope.  As 
hope rises in our hearts, our affections for Jesus grows. And as our affection for Jesus grows, so 
too grows our desire to tell other people about him, even in the face of ridicule or suffering. 
 
So the way are to get ready—to always be prepared—to make a case for our hope is to get 
hopeful.  The key to being ready is not amassing arguments and knowing how to respond to 
everyone’s questions.  No, the key to being ready is amassing hope in our hearts so that 
when we’re asked, our hope gushes out of our hearts.  Our affections for Jesus will only grow as 
we meditate on the hope God has given us. 
 
We have so much hope today despite Friday’s ruling: We have hope because of the authority of 
God’s Word. 
 
• We know the Bible is true. 
• The Bible says that homosexuality is sin and is deserving of God’s punishment. 
• So we are assured that we are right on this issue, even when the world says that’s unloving.  
We have hope because of the sovereignty of God. 
• Friday didn’t take God by surprise. 
• It didn’t mess up his plans. 
• He knew this day would come. 
• He remains in control over everything, so we have hope of God’s righteousness being 
vindicated someday.  We have hope because of the promise of Christ’s return and eternal life 
with him. 
• As someone said, we’re not as concerned with being on the right side of history as we are being 
on the right side of eschatology. 
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• That is, we’re not as concerned with being on the right of where the world’s been, but being on 
the right side where the world’s headed. 
• However bad this world gets, for us, our future only gets better.  And the greatest hope we 
have, you already know: the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
• MacArthur: “There are lots of books that can change your thinking. There's only one that can 
change your nature.” 
 
As we store up hope in Christ, our hearts enlarge with gladness in Christ and when that happens, 
we are more courageous to tell God’s truth in the face of opposition.  And here’s what’s so 
powerful about that to unbelievers: as you live for Christ and receive the reproach of the world, 
and yet you don’t give up and you maintain hope, unbelievers will recognize by the way you 
respond to suffering that your hope is not in constitutional amendments or elections or new 
justices or any other circumstance; but rather your hope is in God himself.  That will be the only 
explanation for the way you endure ridicule.  The way you suffer, hoping in Christ, becomes a 
compelling, irrefutable argument for God. 
 
So, then, our primary duty each day to is to keep our own hearts happy in God.  Now, more than 
ever, this may require a fresh resolve to root ourselves in prayer and God’s Word.  Our old habits 
probably won’t do. 
 
Finally, now, more than ever. . . 
 
IV. WE MUST RESPOND AS PEOPLE OF COMPASSION 
 

“always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience” 

 
I only want to focus on the word “gentleness.”  Because the word for “respect” here is the word 
φόβος and could be translated fear. And in Peter’s letter fear is always directed towards God.  So 
respect/fear and having a good conscience have to do with our conduct in the sight of God.  But I 
want to focus on the horizontal plane in how we respond as people of compassion to other 
people.  Peter says we are to respond with gentleness.  It has to do with an attitude of meekness 
or humility.  When opposition comes, if we don’t fall temptation to being silent, we may fall 
temptation to being arrogant or hateful.  But we as Christians have at least three reasons to 
respond with 
gentleness.   
 
First, but for the grace of God, we would oppose what God praises and would celebrate what 
God condemns.  We’ve seen in our study of Ephesians, especially chapter 2, 
that we were in the same condition before God rescued us. 
 
Second, we should respond with gentleness because we follow Jesus as our example. 
 

1 Pet 2:21-23: “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly.” 
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The way Jesus suffered wasn’t to spew hate, to sin in anger, or to promise revenge or revile the 
ones who mistreated him.  As we follow Jesus, we should follow his example. 
 
Third, we should respond with gentleness because we want them saved. 
 

2 Tim 2:24-26: And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant 
them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and 
escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Now, more than ever, we need to be a people that responds to our world: 
 
• As people of Christ 
• As people of courage 
• As people of conviction 
• As people of compassion. 
 
So tomorrow morning, when you find yourself in a conversation about Friday’s decision and 
you’re faced with saying something, what might you say? Maybe something like this: 
  
• I’m disappointed in the Supreme Court’s decision on a number of levels. 
• Regardless of what they say, I can’t celebrate what God in his Scriptures condemn. 
• God has spoken clearly that homosexuality is sin. And that all sin deserves the penalty of the 
wrath of God. 
• But he has also spoken clearly that if anyone turns from their sin and trusts in Christ’s payment 
for sin on the cross, he will save them and forgive them. 
• That’s the hope I have for me and my sin. And that’s the hope God offers to the world. 
 
In your own words, can you get at least that much hope out?  You see, coming up with the words 
is easy.  We just need our hearts fully alive to all the hope God has given us.  So let’s pray now 
and ask for help. .  
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