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REDEEMED BY THE SON 
Ephesians 1:7-10 (No. 3) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
March 15, 2015 

 
Eph 1:7-10   
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

We are in the middle of what I’ve called Paul’s symphony of praise to God.  He opens Ephesians 
exulting in the many blessings that God has done for believers in Christ.  This symphony of 
praise extends across the Trinity—a symphony in three movements: 

• In vv.4-6, there is praise to the Father 
• In vv.7-12, there is praise to the Son 
• In vv. 13-14, there is praise to the Holy Spirit 

As we studied v. 4-6 last week, we praised God along with Paul for the blessings of election and 
adoption.  As we move into verses 7-10, there is so much for us here today that I want to just 
jump right into it. 

{Let’s read starting in v. 3, but focusing our attention on vv. 7-10} 

In this second movement of Paul’s symphony of praise, we learn of two additional blessings God 
has given believers in Jesus. 

I. THE BLESSING OF REDEMPTION 

v. 7: “In him we have redemption through his blood.” 

“Him” refers back to “Beloved” in v.6, which is Jesus = God’s dearly loved Son.  God loves his 
Son most. . . because God loves God most.  It can’t be any other way. If God loved another more 
than himself, he wouldn’t be God. Whatever that person/object was that he loved most would be 
god.  Christians are in the one God loves most.  God loves us in the Beloved.  v. 7 tells us 
another blessing, another way God loves us in the Beloved.  v. 7 begins with an unexpected 
Greek construction. . .  

lit: “in this one.”   

Paul emphasizes only in this Beloved do we have redemption.  And notice, “we have” 
redemption.  Present tense: this is something happening right now for believers. All believers 
have as their present possession redemption.  Believers don’t need to do anything more for this 
blessing from God.  It is yours. 



www.tccathens.org 

2 
 

 

What is Redemption? 

We don’t use this word a lot.  Most often we hear it in connection with a coupon or a recyclable.  
You can redeem your aluminum cans for 5 cents each in CA.  You get something in exchange 
for a payment of some kind.  Yet. . . a common word in the Roman world that Paul lived.  It was 
common because slavery was common. 

We think of slavery in terms of that portion of history before the Civil War in America.  Slavery 
in the Roman world wasn’t exactly like that.  It could be more humane, even as it was worthy to 
be condemned.  It was a kind of forced servitude, but some slaves were well taken care of and 
assumed great responsibility and even privileges in a master’s house.  Nevertheless, all slaves 
shared a common desire: they wanted to be free. 

Redemption in Paul’s day meant securing the freedom of a slave through a price (ransom).  
Redemption (simply put) is paying to free a slave.  Paul says that in Jesus we have redemption.  
Which means that we were formerly slaves. 

Enslaved to what? 

John 8:31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples,” 

 
 

Memorable scene between Jesus and Jews who had the beginnings of faith in Jesus. Some were 
starting to believe Jesus was the Messiah. 

John 8:32-35 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered 
him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you 
say, ‘You will become free’?”  34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
practices sin is a slave[a] to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. 
 

So whoever commits sin is a slave to sin.  We are all born into slavery.  Sin is our master. We do 
its bidding. We are not free not to sin.  Freedom only comes from the Son: “if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free indeed.”  So, back to Eph 1, the redemption that Paul speaks of is freedom 
from the bondage of sin.  Paul highlights three aspects of redemption in vv. 7-8: 

A. THE PRICE OF REDEMPTION 

v. 7: “In him we have redemption through his blood. . .” 

Jesus said in Mark 10:45: “[T]he Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.”  Ransom is the price paid to redeem a slave.  Jesus, as the Son of 
Man, gave his life as the payment for your redemption.  He gave his life to free you from the 
slavery of sin.  Paul says the same thing here: “Through his blood” means his death on the cross.   

In the OT, when the Jews made sacrifices for their sins, they didn’t strangle the animals, they 
slaughtered the animals. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A31-35&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26404a
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Heb 9:22: “without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.” 

Someone had to die in order for you to be set free.   

• Beating Jesus would not set you free. . .  
• Spitting on him. . .  
• mocking him. . .  
• lacerating his forehead with thorns. . .  
• ripping his flesh with whips would not gain you redemption. 

Someone had to die.  Only Jesus’s perfect life was righteous enough to pay the ransom to the 
Holy God to break off your shackles of sin.  Freedom from slavery came at the cost of 
someone’s life.  Jesus’ life.  Which means, redemption wasn’t cheap.  To rescue you out of the 
slavery of your love affair with sin cost an infinite price (because Jesus’ life is infinitely 
valuable).  Jesus’ death on the cross purchased for you redemption from the penalty of sin and 
the prison of sin.  And the cost was high.  Redeemed from the penalty of sin and the prison of 
sin.  Your freedom wasn’t cheap.  But it was free.  It’s a gift.  Your freedom wasn’t cheap, but it 
is offered to you for free. 

How can that be?!  My redemption cost Jesus what he valued most—the affection and fellowship 
of the Father—and yet he offers me freedom as gift?  That’s what Paul says in Eph 2:8: “it is the 
gift of God.”  Which is good news, because what was paid for your redemption—namely, Jesus’ 
life— is more than you can afford in 10 million lifetimes. 

A second aspect of redemption highlighted here is: 

B. THE RESULT OF REDEMPTION 

v. 7: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses. . .” 

Forgiveness is the result of redemption.  Having been redeemed, the effect is that we are 
forgiven.  On the Thursday before he died, Jesus used his last supper to explain his coming 
death: 

Matt 26:28: taking the cup of wine at supper he told his disciples to drink it and said, “for this is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  

So redemption brings forgiveness.  The Greek verb “forgive” in its most basic form means “to 
send away.”  In the legal realm, forgiveness meant to repay/cancel a debt, grant a pardon.  So, 
here, forgiveness is the complete repayment of my sin debt.  The penalty has been paid.  For 
believers, we are not only “no-longer-enslaved,” but all the debt of sin that we have accrued is 
wiped away.  Jesus carried away our sins an infinite distance. 

In the language of Ps 103:12: “as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.” 

“Trespasses” is a synonym for sin—our acts against his holiness.  God’s forgiveness does not 
mean God is lenient with sin. 
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• Forgiveness isn’t a capitulation of his punishment or wrath. 
• God isn’t willing to overlook “small sins.” 
• He isn’t willing to act as if your sin doesn’t matter. 

One way or another, all sins must be punished.  There is no leniency from this Judge.  But all the 
sins of all who believe in Jesus are forgiven because Jesus received the full punishment for all 
the sins of all who believe on the cross.  The debt has been paid. We are forgiven. 

You remember the great hymn by Charles Wesley:  

O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing  
“He breaks the power of canceled sin / He sets the prisoner free / His blood can make the 
foulest clean / His blood availed for me” 

Wesley wrote that on the first (!) anniversary of his conversion to Christ as he reflected on what 
God had done for him: “his blood availed for me.” 

The third aspect of redemption mentioned here is the source of redemption. 

C. THE SOURCE OF REDEMPTION 

v. 7-8: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight” 

Redemption comes from the treasury of heaven—the grace of God.  Paul says, redemption and 
forgiveness accords with the riches of grace.  “According to the riches. . .” is different than “out 
of...”  Illustration: Imagine you had a need of $100,000 and you asked a billionaire for help. If he 
gives you $1,000, he gave “out of his riches.”  But if he gives you all that you need—he gave 
“according to his riches.”  His lavish giving accords with his supreme wealth. 

God is wealthy in grace and he is lavish in giving it out.  His lavish grace is more than adequate 
to cover lavish sin. 

• Even the depths of your worst sin cannot plumb the depths of God’s grace. 
• The heights of your sin cannot reach the height of God’s grace. 
• The expanse of your lifetime of sin is not wider than the expanse of God’s grace. 

God’s willingness to pay the greatest price of all to redeem and forgive you is a demonstration of 
God’s overwhelming graciousness.  And he grants the grace of redemption and forgiveness to 
you with eyes wide open.  He does it “in all wisdom and insight.”  When God lavished his grace 
on you, it wasn’t haphazard or ill-considered.  Just as he chose you before the foundation of the 
world, and predetermined that he would adopt you as his child, he also redeemed you and 
forgave you in full wisdom and insight.  This was his best plan. 

So, in one sense, we ask like the psalmist (Ps 8) : “Who am I that you are mindful of me? Who 
am I that you care for me?”  But in another sense, we must say, “Who am I to judge God?” 



www.tccathens.org 

5 
 

So not only is a believer blessed as chosen and adopted into the family of God; but the believer 
has also been set free from the slavery of sin and forgiven of the punishment of sin. 

And finally, we see another blessing God has given believers in Jesus (the second in our 
passage). . .  

II. THE BLESSING OF REVELATION 

v. 9-10  making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ  as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 

 
There’s a lot going on in these two verses. So let’s break it down.  Paul says that God lavished 
grace on believers and one of the ways he did this was by revealing to us his will.  By “making 
known to us the mystery of his will.” 

“Mystery,” when Paul uses that word, means a truth previously hidden but has now been 
disclosed by God through revelation.  It’s a truth that man couldn’t have known without God 
revealing it to him.  It’s truth you can’t get by observation. It’s revelation, not observation that 
unfolds this mystery.  What God has made known is the “mystery of his will.”  So God has a 
will. He has a plan.  Easiest to understand the revelation of this plan if we walk backwards 
through these two verses. 

A. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 

Jump to verse 10—that’s where Paul tells us what the mystery of his will is.  What has God 
revealed that was previously unknown? 

“to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” 

In other words, what God has revealed to believers is that God is uniting all things on heaven and 
earth in Jesus.  The verb here “to unite” can mean: “to sum up”; “to bring something to the main 
point.”  The word was commonly used among orators or authors. 

Used in reference to writings: an author might provide a summation of previous 
arguments between chapters/sections.  At the beginning of a section, an author might 
summarize what had been written in a previous section.  In this way, he united the 
argument across the book. 

Used in reference to a courtroom: an attorney might repeat and group facts at the end of 
his case in order to refresh the memory of the judge.  So the attorney 
collected/united/summed up the relevant data in a coherent form to remind the judge of 
the crucial points of his case. 

So Paul is saying that the mystery now revealed is that in Christ all of creation is drawn together 
(in the fullness of time).  Christ will bring order to the universe.  He will bring the world to its 
main point.  The loose threads will be brought together finally and the tapestry seen for what it 
is.  The goal of history is the uniting of all things in Christ.  This is God’s final goal in the drama 
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of salvation—to unite all things in heaven and earth.  That is, all will be brought finally under 
Christ’s Lordship. 

Phil 2:10-11: “so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

We see the beginning God uniting all things under Christ in what Revelation 20 describes as a 
1,000 year reign of Jesus as King on earth when he returns.  Time doesn’t allow for us to go into 
detail about Christ’s Millennial Reign. But, briefly: 

• All enemies of Jesus will be vanquished and placed under Christ’s feet (1:20-22) 
• Christ and the church will be united together (1:22-23) 
• The church will be a people from all tribes and tongues who were once alienated from 

Christ but are now found united in him (2:1-10). 

We’ll see this theme come up as we move through Ephesians. 

B. THE TIMING OF THE PLAN 

When will all this occur? 

v.9c-10a: “which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time” 

It will happen when time is full.  History is filling up to a certain point.  The word “time” in the 
Greek is plural (lit: the fullness of times).  It has the idea that we are marching through epochs of 
history.  And God is controlling the unfolding of successive historical periods to bring about the 
fullness of time when all things will unite in Jesus.  All will be united in Christ at the proper 
time.  So, there is a goal of history. Time has a destiny. The future has a point.  The time in 
which we live isn’t as chaotic as it seems.  Life isn’t random.  Destiny has been chosen by God. 

C. GOD’S ENJOYMENT IN THE PLAN 

v.9: “making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose” 

Other translations: “according to his good pleasure.”  The word is eudoKIa = good pleasure. 

In v. 5, Paul says, “he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will.”  That is, it was God’s good pleasure to adopt you as one of his kids through 
Jesus.  Now in v.9, he says it was God’s good pleasure to tell you about his future plans to unite 
all things in Christ.  God enjoys doing this. It makes God happy. This isn’t compulsory. From 
overflowing joy, He does this.  Why did God reveal the mystery? It gave him joy to do so. 

CONCLUSION 

1 Tim 1:11 describes God as “the blessed God” = happy God. 

It’s a joy for us to serve a happy God. 
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• No one likes working for an unhappy boss. 
• Kids don’t like living in a home with unhappy parents. 
• Wives don’t like submitting to unhappy husbands. 

But we serve a happy God.  Yes, he’s angry at sin too.  But have you considered that he’s happy? 

Ps 115:3: “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases [all that makes him happy].” 

And from the fullness of his happiness, he blesses his kids.  Jesus told his disciples in his final 
instructions to them: 

John 15:11: “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full.” 

And then praying to the Father: 

John 17:13: “But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

Overflowing happiness spilling out in blessings on we who are in Christ so that our joy may be 
full. 
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