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INTRODUCTION 

We’ve been away from the book of Ephesians for almost a month now and I want to bring us 
back up to speed as we jump back into this morning.  You’ll recall that Paul began Ephesians 
will a symphony of praise.  In 1:3-14 Paul praised God for all the blessings we’ve received from 
the Trinity.  All who are saved were: 

• Chosen by the Father 
• Redeemed by the Son 
• Sealed by the Spirit 

And then Paul prays for his readers—that they would understand this great salvation they’ve 
been given more and more.  He especially wants them to appreciate the magnitude of God’s 
powerful work in their lives— 

1:19: “the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe” 

The way Paul demonstrates the great power of God in saving sinners is by recounting that we 
were dead in our sins and trespasses (2:1) and God made us alive together with Christ (2:5). 

Apart from Christ, we lived a life: 

• Captured by the world and Satan 
• Controlled by passions of the flesh and mind 
• Lived in the company of sinners 

That trajectory was only going to lead to more death and we would receive (2:3) the wrath of 
God.  But God’s grace rescued us and made us alive together with Christ.  The same power that 
raised Jesus from the dead and seated him in the heavenlies is at work in our lives to save us.  
Our situation was so bad, it required that kind of power to save us.  So, of course, salvation can’t 
be by works—we don’t have that kind of power. Salvation is only by grace through faith (2:8).  
Salvation is of God. He gets all the credit.  And all those who have been saved remain on the 
earth in order to do the works God has prepared for us to do.  Salvation produces good works—
all that God has for us as we live in obedience to him 

Eph 2:1-10 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
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in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

So in the first half of chapter 2, Paul has shown us the depths of our depravity and the heights of 
God’s rescue of us by grace through faith.  But Paul isn’t done in having us think on “the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe.”  Those of us who are not Jews 
(i.e., Gentiles) have even more reasons to give praise to God.  We have extra reasons to marvel at 
what God has done for us. 

Eph 2:11-13 11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 

 

So what extra reasons to praise God do we Gentiles (non-Jews) have?  In this passage, we see 
three reasons to marvel at God’s power to save us. 

I. MARVEL: BECAUSE OF YOUR SOCIAL STIGMA 

v. 11: Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 

“Remember” is the first command given in this letter.  Paul’s first instruction is to remember. 
I’m using the word “marvel.”  I’m using “marvel” because when Paul says “remember,” surely 
he doesn’t mean remember in the same way you remember the milk when you pass by the 
grocery store.  Surely, he means a kind of remembering that captures you—a remembering that 
causes you to feel something. 

v. 11: Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 

Verse 11 is a broken sentence, completed in v. 12.  Nevertheless, you get a hint that there was 
hostility in Paul’s day between the Gentiles and the Jews.  The Jews referred to the Gentiles as 
“the uncircumcision.”  Charles Hodge writes: “to the Jews it expressed a self-righteous 
abhorrence of the Gentiles as unclean and profane.”   

Do you remember where the Jews got circumcision as a distinguishing physical mark of their 
people?  It happened in Gen 17—where God gives as a sign of the covenant God made with 
Abraham, circumcision.  It was a sign—an illustration marking every Jewish boy—to illustrate 
the depth of our depravity.  Our sinful depravity is so deep that it affects our children/progeny. 
The only kind of humans you can birth are sinful ones. We pass our sin through our genes.  So in 
the sign of circumcision, God signaled—illustrated— that sin had to be cut off at our most basic 
level.  The Jews took great pride in being circumcised. 

• To them, they thought it meant they were in rather than out. 
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• They were part of God’s kingdom rather than outside of it.  
• They were heirs of blessings from God rather than children of the devil. 
• They were the recipients of the blessings of Abraham—Abraham was their Father. 

But Gentiles didn’t have the physical marks of circumcision and therefore were distinguished 
from Jews.  When Jews called Gentiles “uncircumcised,” it was a label of contempt.  Literally it 
meant, “those people with foreskins.”  There was an intense hatred between Jew and Gentile in 
those days.  On the part of the Jews: 

• They said, Gentiles were created by God to be fuel for the fires of hell. 
• They said, God only loves Israel—he hates all the other nations he made. 
• There was a rule: No Jew could help a Gentile mother in need—even if giving birth—

because that would be helping bring another Gentile into the world. 
• Another rule: if a Jew married a Gentile—the Jews would hold a funeral, because the 

marriage of a Jew to a Gentile was the equivalent of death. 
• Biblical illustrations: 

o When Jesus met the woman at the well, John notes as aside: “For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans” (Jn 4:9)—almost as a way of acknowledging how 
unusual Jesus, a Jewish rabbi’s behavior was. 

o Extent of hostility seen. . . Luke 4:24-30. The time they tried to throw Jesus off 
cliff because he showed the Jews in his hometown that during a famine, God 
bypassed unbelieving Israel in order to give aid to Gentiles. And that there were 
many lepers in Israel, but God bypassed unbelieving Israel in favor or Gentiles. 
Grace was extended to Gentiles, but withheld from the Jews. (NA-uhmen). 

To be sure, there was hatred on the part of the Gentiles too: 

• Greeks considered Jews atheists because they didn’t worship their idols. 
• The Greeks viewed everyone through one of two lenses: there were Greeks and then there 

Barbarians 

So remember, Paul says, that as a Gentile, the Jews see you coming to God as the uncircumcised.  
But we know that the kind of circumcision—the kind of cutting off sin that matters—is of the 
heart, not of the skin: 

Rom 2:28-29: For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by 
the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 

We don’t feel the same social stigma today as the Gentiles of those days.  But there is a lesson 
for us.  You don’t have to dig too far into your life for you to think about reasons—on the 
horizontal, social plane—why God shouldn’t save you.  Viewed from other’s people eyes, we 
can think of reasons why we shouldn’t be God’s chosen.  Do you remember what Paul said in 1 
Cor. 1:26-29?  

1 Cor 1:26-29 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what 
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is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 

 
So, marvel because of your social stigma. Second. . .  

II. MARVEL: BECAUSE OF YOUR LACK OF SPIRITUAL PRIVILEGE 

v. 12: remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. 

The repetition of the word “remember” in v.12 isn’t there in the Greek—but it’s right to supply it 
in the English to make the sentence flow.  In v. 11, Paul wants them to remember that the Jews 
held them in contempt for lacking the sign of the covenant.  In v. 12, Paul wants them to 
remember that they lacked five privileges that God had given to the Jews. 

1. Separated from Christ 

Some think that Paul listing this one first indicates that it is the most important. And you can see 
why.  All the benefits of the gospel come “in Christ”  The blessings were all “in Christ” (1:4-12).  
Our rescue only  comes to those “in Christ” (2:5-6).  Yet even before Christ came and the good 
news was preached, the promise of the Christ—the promise of Messiah—was the hope of Israel.  
Israel hoped for her Comforter, her Deliver.  They looked for the day of the coming Messiah to 
establish his kingdom of righteousness.   

Morally speaking, there is no difference between the Jew and Gentile.  Whether Jew or Gentile 
all are guilty before God.  Verse 1-10 apply regardless of ethnicity/race.  But Gentiles had no 
national hope of the Messiah as Israel did. 

2. Alienated from the Commonwealth of Israel 

“Commonwealth” could describe the nation of Israel or a citizenship in Israel.  God had made 
Israel his nation. Israel was God’s elect nation.  God himself was her King.  As they followed 
him, He would protect them, provide for them, care for them. 

We weren’t part of the state of Israel—that is, we had no citizenship.  We were foreigners.  Cut 
off from the experience of God as King.  We were outside the sphere of God’s election.  

3. Strangers to the Covenants of Promise 
Didn’t share in all the immediate blessings of the covenants God made with Israel.  Covenant 
with David: where God promised Israel a King.  Covenant with Abraham: where God promised 
that in the lineage of Abraham would be blessing and land.  In general, the Gentiles didn’t have 
Israel’s Scriptures, so the hope of knowing the covenants and receiving the blessings of those 
covenants was not possible.  We had no divine benefactor in covenant with us. 

4. Having No Hope 
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Prior to the gospel—Gentiles lived in a state of hopelessness.  Not that Gentiles were always 
dour.  But if you are separated from Christ, contrary to any appearances, you have no hope. 

The gods of the Gentiles could not deliver on their promises.  Death would bring no relief.  
Death would only extend for eternity hopelessness 

5. Without God in the World 

“without God” a’theos (atheist).  As I said, Greeks would use this term in reference to Jews, 
because the Jews didn’t worship their idols. But here the term is turned around on the Gentiles—
they were truly atheistic.  To be without the true God in a world gone mad with sin. . . is a 
dreadful condition.  So remember the condition God rescued you from. Finally.. 

III. MARVEL: BECAUSE OF CHRIST’S PROVISION 

v. 13: But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 

“But now” marks a shift in the tone—from negative to positive. From hopelessness to 
hopefulness.  Just like in 2:4 (“But God”).  After rain comes sun. After sour comes sweet. And 
this is the sweetest of all.  “But now in Christ. . .”  There’s the whole of the Christian experience.  
That’s the whole of Christian joy.  To be united with Christ. 

• I am his and he is mine. 
• I am in him and he is in me. 
• Inseparably united. 
• Always for me because I am in him. 

And how?  “by the blood of Christ.”  United with Christ by the blood of Christ.  Joined to him 
because of his death on the cross. 

• On the cross, achieving for me righteousness. 
• On the cross, loving me to the fullest. 
• On the cross, paying my debt 
• On the cross, ending the hostility I deserved from God. 
• On the cross, making God my Father, my Friend 
• On the cross, grafting me into the promises of the new covenant 
• On the cross, drawing me from “far off” and bringing me near to God. 

That language of being “far off” and now near” is from Isa. 57:18, where the Lord promises 
future blessing wherever his people are.  “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near,” says the Lord, 
“and I will heal him.” 

CONCLUSION 

So we: 

• Marvel because of social stigma 
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• Marvel because of our lack of spiritual privilege before the gospel 
• Marvel because of Christ’s provision on the cross 

And the effects of this marveling—this remembering include: 

• The effect of humbling us 
• The effect of uniting us to one another in the church because we all entered God’s 

kingdom low 
• The effect of causing thanksgiving to rise in our heart 
• The effect of giving us hope despite circumstances 

So, let us pray and let us marvel some more in worship. . .  
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