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ONE NEW MAN THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 
Ephesians 2:14-15 (No. 11) 
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June 14, 2015 

INTRODUCTION 

The word “they” can be one of the ugliest words in the English language. 

• They means “they’re not part of us” 
• They excludes we. They doesn’t include we. 
• We and they don’t get along. 
• We and they are different. 
• We do it this way. They do it that way. 
• We like to hang out. We don’t invite them. 

One physical way to separate them from us is a wall or a fence.  Some fences are designed to 
keep people out—like a fence along a country’s border.  Some fences are designed to keep 
people in—like a fence around a prison courtyard.  There have been many famous walls in 
human history. 

• The Great Wall of China, built in 1300s and stretching 5,500 miles (from one shore of 
U.S. to the other and back again). 

• The Berlin Wall, separated E and W Germany and famously fell in 1989 
• Hadrian’s Wall (England)—the longest wall in Europe built by the Romans to protect 

their colony from the tribes in Scotland. 

We are thankful for walls. Some walls are legitimate.  You’re glad you have walls that enclose 
your house and separate your living space from your neighbor’s living space.  But some kinds of 
walls aren’t legitimate.  Some walls only divide people.  Some walls prevent fellowship.  Some 
walls sow disharmony.   

We live so much of our lives in a state of discord with others. 

• Friction between spouses and family members; 
• Disunity at work; 
• War between nations and people groups; 
• We see strife between competing cultures in America. 
• Contention between races. 

As we come to our passage in Ephesians 2:14-15, we learn that there is a solution to hostility 
between man.  God has made a way for even bitter enemies to become reconciled with each 
other.  Read 2:11-22; focus on 14-15. 

Eph 2:11-22 11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at 
that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants 
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of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made 
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 

Now that first phrase that begins v. 14, “he himself is our peace” stands as a kind of title to this 
section in Paul’s letter.  As we saw last week, Paul is explaining that one of the marvels of the 
gospel is that now even the Gentiles enjoy the full blessings of God.  But the inclusion of the 
Gentiles (we non-Jews) into the blessings of God came with a lot of tension in the early church.  
The Jews knew, from reading their Scriptures, that Israel was the chosen nation of God and that 
the world would be blessed through the line of Abraham.  But now, even the Gentiles, are 
brought near to God in salvation. The offer of salvation is extended to Gentiles as it is Jews—
through faith in Christ.  And last week, we saw some of the tension that caused. 

But now, the focus shifts to Christ.  Christ takes center stage as the one who brings peace 
between people and between man and God.  The pronoun translated “he himself” is strongly 
emphatically in Gk.  Peace is found in a person, Jesus Christ.  To say that he is our peace is more 
emphatic than to say that he created peace (which he did, v. 15) or proclaimed peace (v. 17).  It’s 
to say that if we are to have peace with others, the basis of that peace must be Jesus Christ. 

What we learn from verses 14-15 is that Jesus died to destroy hostility between races and create 
one new man.  That’s Paul’s point here. And he makes that point in three parts. 

I. THE HOSTILITY 

Specifically, Paul has in focus the great hostility between Jews and Gentiles (i.e., non-Jews) in 
his day. 

v. 14-15: For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh 
the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 

We got a sense of the tension between the Jews and Gentiles last week in verses 11-13.  They 
hated each other.  There was a kind of racism on both sides: a clash of cultures, a clash of 
worship, a clash of ethnicity.  The hatred was volcanic. 

Paul illustrates the division between Jew and Gentile by using the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem as 
an illustration.  You see that phrase: “the dividing wall of hostility”?  That’s an illustration that 
requires you to know something about the architecture of the temple to understand. 
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One commentator describes the Temple Mount this way:  The temple building itself was 
constructed on an elevated platform. Round it was the Court of the Priests. East of this was the 
Court of Israel, and further east the Court of the Women. These three courts—for the priests, the 
lay men and the lay women of Israel respectively—were all on the same elevation as the temple 
itself. 

From this level one descended five steps to a walled platform, and then on the other side of the 
wall fourteen more steps to another wall, beyond which was the outer court or Court of the 
Gentiles. This was a spacious court running right round the temple and its inner courts. From any 
part of it the Gentiles could look up and view the temple, but were not allowed to approach it. 
They were cut off from it by the surrounding wall [the dividing wall], which was a [five-foot 
high] stone barricade, on which were displayed at intervals warning notices in Greek and Latin . .  

During the last hundred years or so two of the Greek notices have been discovered, one in 1871 
and the other in 1935. The former, exhibited in the museum at Istanbul, is a white limestone slab 
measuring [over 3 feet] across. Its exact wording is as follows: ‘No foreigner may enter within 
the barrier and enclosure round the temple. Anyone who is caught doing so will have himself to 
blame for his ensuing death. (Stott, 91-2). In other words, trespassers will be executed. 

Do you remember in Acts 21 when Paul was arrested in Jerusalem?  One of the accusations the 
Jews made in order to get him arrested was that he aided and abetted Gentiles coming into the 
temple. 

Acts 21:27-28: When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in 
the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, crying out, “Men of Israel, help! 
This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this 
place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place. 

That physical wall illustrated the relational wall between the Jews and the Gentiles.  There was a 
real division between Jews and Gentiles.  But Christ ends the division.  How does that happen? 

That’s the second part of Paul’s argument. . .  

II. THE CROSS 
The walls of the temple compound were physically destroyed in 70 AD when Rome came and 
destroyed Jerusalem.  But spiritually, the walls were destroyed in 33 AD, when Jesus died on the 
cross. 

v. 14: “[Christ] made us both [both Jew and Gentile] one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility” 

So in order to gain peace between Jews and Gentiles, a price had to be paid.  The hostility had to 
be killed and the way it was killed was by the killing of Jesus.  One way to measure the hate 
between two groups is by what it costs to turn the hate into love.  It cost Jesus his life.  The death 
of Christ ends the division and reconciles Jew and Gentile.  But why would Jesus’ death bring an 
end to the division?  How does that work? 

v. 14: [Christ] has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances 
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“the law of commandments expressed in ordinances” is a way of saying the Old Testament Law.  
The law given to Moses—the Mosaic Covenant.  The code of conduct given to Israel so that, 
trusting God, they would obediently walk in step with God.  One scholar notes that “the most 
reliable social indicator that someone was a Jew. . .  was observance of the Jewish law.” 
(BECNT).  The difference wasn’t mainly looks, clothing, speech, names, occupation.  What 
separated Jew and Gentile is that the Jews observed the Jewish law.  They couldn’t worship 
together.  They couldn’t eat together.  They couldn’t marry and form community with one 
another.  The real barrier between Jews and Gentiles was not a wall at the Temple that separated 
Jews from Gentiles—the real “dividing wall of hostility” was the Law. 

Jesus’ death brought an end to the division between Jew and Gentile because the main thing that 
separated Jew and Gentile was the Mosaic law—and Jesus abolished the law.  But doesn’t Jesus 
himself say he didn’t come to abolish the Law? 

Matt 5:17-18: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 

The English word “abolish” is used in both instances.  In Matthew: I have not come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets.”  In Ephesians: [Jesus] abolished the law of commandments expressed 
in ordinances.  Now I preached on Matthew 5:17 last Fall, so I won’t cover it again in detail.  But 
these are not contradictory statements.  Two things are different about the verses. 

First, the word translated “abolish” is different.  In Matt 5:17, abolish = katalu,w = destroy.  In 
Eph 2:15, abolish = katarge,w = to render powerless. 

Second, the context is different. Jesus and Paul are making different points.  In Matthew, Jesus is 
saying that he didn’t come to destroy the Law, rather he came to fulfill the Law.  The Law 
wasn’t going to be swept aside. The righteous demands of the Law had to be fulfilled.  When 
Jesus came, it wasn’t as if God said, “Well now, let’s forget about all my Law and move on.” 
The Law wasn’t destroyed.  Jesus didn’t come to destroy the Law—he came to fulfill all the 
Law’s demands so that he could be our righteousness. His keeping of the law perfectly would be 
given to us so that God would look at us in Christ and see perfect Law-Keepers rather than Law-
Breakers and therefore our condemnation before the law would be removed. 

In Ephesians, Paul is saying that Jesus made the law powerless.  Before, it could condemn us.  
Now, the law doesn’t have the power to condemn those who are in Christ.  The Law is no longer 
God’s code of conduct for walking in step with him.  The law as a moral code of conduct—
threatening death rather than promising life—has been done away with (cf 2 Cor 3:6-16) because 
Jesus fulfilled it on our behalf. 

So Paul isn’t contradicting Jesus, he’s agreeing with Jesus. They are approaching the issue from 
different sides.  From one side, Jesus didn’t abolish the Law, if by abolish you mean make the 
law of no consequence.  From the other side, Jesus did abolish the Law, if by abolish you mean 
make the law powerless to condemn.  They agree with one another: Jesus fulfilled the Law and 
by fulfilling it made it so that it’s no longer the code of conduct you must live by.  The Law still 
reveals sin.  The Law still reveals the character of God.  But when Jesus gave the Great 
Commission, he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
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and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 

Not “teach them to observe the OT Law,” but teach them to observe everything Jesus 
commanded.  So now we live by what Paul calls the “law of Christ”—we are to obey what Christ 
commanded and obey what Christ’s appointed spokesmen (the apostles) commanded—that is, 
the NT. 

As an aside: never play the red letters in some bibles against the black letters. The red letters are 
NOT more important than the black letters. Both were equally inspired by the Holy Spirit. The 
doctrine of inspiration says that the Holy Spirit inspired them both. 

So to recap: when Jesus died on the cross, one of the things he achieved was rendering the law 
powerless.  And in doing so, he abolishes the main thing that separated Jew and Gentile—that 
kept them from true community, that kept them from worshipping the true God together.  Now 
that the barrier is gone, there is no reason for the two communities to be separate. 

We’ve seen the hostility and the cross. That last part of Paul’s argument is. . .  

III. THE NEW MAN 

So, Paul says, now Jews and Gentiles are “one” (v. 14), “one new man in place of the two” (v. 
15), and there can be true “peace” (v. 15).  As I said last week, the Jews thought of themselves as 
a distinct race from the Gentiles.  And the Gentiles (Greeks, non-Jews) thought of everyone else 
as barbarians.  Each saw the world through the lens of two races. 

But now, in Christ, Gal 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Which is to say, there is no spiritual inequality.  Not that Jews are no longer Jews, Greeks no 
longer Greeks, men no longer men, women no longer women.  Of course there are distinctions. 
But all are equal in coming to God.  Race, gender, pedigree, cultural background, nationality, 
ethnicity, vocation, social standing—all are irrelevant in coming to Christ through faith. 

Similarly: Col 3:11: “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” 

Of those who are truly saved, there is no division because he is the Savior of all believers—the 
Lord of all believers.  For the Jew who puts his faith in Christ, his central identity is no longer 
Jewish-ness, but his central identity is one who is “in Christ.”  For the Greek who put his faith in 
Christ his central identity is no longer Greek-ness, but his central identity is one who is “in 
Christ.”  Christ breaks down all social barriers, cultural barriers, racial barriers and makes 
believers into one new man.  That’s why some early Christians (notably one of the first 
apologists, Clement of Alexandria, 150-215), began to speak of Christians as a “third race” 
(Bruce).  Not racially Jew. Not racially Greek. But a new race—a new man.  I’m not sure that’s 
how I would talk about it, but you can understand why they said that. 
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CONCLUSION 

Tension between Jew and non-Jew still exists today.  But it isn’t what it once was and I imagine 
it’s not something you’re faced with very often.  But we are faced with white versus black.  
American versus Mexican.  Western culture versus Middle-Eastern culture.  So I want to make 
some application of our passage by connecting next week’s sermon with this one.  This week’s 
sermon is how the cross provides the basis for our peace with each other.  Next week’s sermon is 
how the cross provides the basis for our peace with God. 

The connection between the two is this: the basis of our reconciliation with each other—the basis 
for racial reconciliation—is our reconciliation with God.  The reason man can be reconciled with 
man is because man can be reconciled with God.  Man’s primary problem isn’t racial 
disharmony.  Man’s primary problem is spiritual disharmony.  We have offended God. We need 
peace with God. We need to be on God’s side, yet by nature we aren’t (2:1-3).  But through the 
cross, we can be reconciled to God. 

v. 16: [Christ reconciles] us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility.” 

That is, the hostility between man and God.  For all who trust in Christ, Jesus’ death on the cross 
puts an end to God’s wrath against us and puts an end to our rebellion against God, so that we 
can have peace with God.  So the foundation of racial harmony is peace with God.  And 
therefore, all ethnic groups, all races, all people with diverse cultural backgrounds can come 
together in peace as we come to God in Christ together.  So, again, the basis of our peace 
between races is our peace with God. 

So, on this side of the cross, there is no—“you must become like our race in order to be right 
with God.”  There is no need to become Jewish to have peace with God.  There is no need to 
celebrate the Jewish feasts, study Jewish customs, get circumcised, or take part in any of the 
rituals in order to be a true God-follower. 

Now, listen to me Americans.  Because you might nod your head when I say, there is no “you 
must become like the Jewish race to be right with God.”  But the implication of all that we’ve 
seen is this:  Since there is no “you must become like our race in order to be right with God,”—
since that’s not true. . . therefore, there is also no—“you must become like our culture in order to 
be right with us.”  We must be spiritually converted in order to be right with God.  But we must 
NOT insist upon cultural conversion in order for people of other races, nationalities, cultural 
backgrounds to find acceptance with us. 

As Christians—as people of a third race—as people of a new man—we will NOT seek 
conversions to our white, Southern, flag-waving culture as the basis of our fellowship with 
others.  Piper: “Ritual and race are not the ground for joyful togetherness.”  The gospel is our 
ground for true community (“joyful togetherness”). 

So, as a test to see if you’re getting this:  When you read that according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau by 2042 (just 27 years away), non-Hispanic whites will no longer be the majority in 
America, how does this make you feel?  Do you process that, see that through a gospel lens? Or, 
when you hear the claim (dubious claim, I might add) that the birth rate in Western countries is 
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falling and the birth rate in Muslim countries is rising, do you feel threatened? Angry? Scared?  
Or does the gospel still give you hope and settledness and peace?  If we hired a black pastor to 
lead our music worship, how would it strike you?  What if he invited his black friends and 
suddenly TCC became known as a black church.  Would you feel differently about our vision?  
In other words, can you view the world through the eyes of one whose citizenship truly is in 
heaven? 

Racism and ethno-centrism are evil not merely because they are social ills, they are evil because 
it cost the Son of God his life in order to pay for those sins.  Jesus purchased on the cross 
reconciliation between races and ethnicities.  So then, one of the reasons Jesus died on the cross 
was so that in the church we could enjoy the multi-colored expressions of God’s creation as we 
come together to worship a common Savior.  The various cultures and ethnicities and colors 
reveal something about God as Creator. Could we learn to appreciate that? 

We have great hope in the cross.  If Jew and Gentile and God and man can be reconciled, then no 
separation, no division, no hostility is so great that it is beyond the reach of God to make peace.  
And the church is the visible expression of the gospel. It may be the only gospel a dying world 
ever sees.  So let’s be a church that embraces, individually and corporately, all that Jesus did on 
the cross—including, racial reconciliation. 
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