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PEACE WITH GOD 
Ephesians 2:16-18 (No. 12) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
June 21, 2015 

INTRODUCTION 

Eph 2:11-22  
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
Inside every person is a desire for peace.  So much of our lives are spent lived in some state of 
conflict.  That conflict is often with other people: Conflicts with a landlord, boss, spouse, kids, 
repairman, neighbor, professor, teammate.  Sometimes the peace we long for is a kind of peace 
with our circumstances: 

• When we work on a hard project, we want peace and quiet. 
• We enjoy peaceful walks along the beach as the sun sets. 
• Financial advisors offer us peace of mind for retirement. 
• Books offer the hope of making peace with our past. 

Everyone wants peace, yet we all swim in conflict.  The hope of peace is a universal human 
condition.  Only emotionally sick people enjoy conflict.  So when we find in ourselves longing 
for peace, we know it’s an echo of a peace that we lost long ago in the Garden.  All of our lack of 
peace serves for us as a living parable—that something in the world is wrong.  Our world has a 
bent towards conflict.  If you search the annals of human history—you will find a history marked 
by wars and conflict.  Conflict is the norm. Seasons of peace, remarkable. 

And despite the collective brilliance of millennia of human thinking and experience, the wisdom 
of humanity has never found a lasting solution to peace.  And that should tell us that the answer 
to peace can’t found in the wisdom of this world and it certainly won’t come from within—by 
achieving some sort of state of mind.  And yet, inside every person is a longing for peace.  Not 
surprisingly, then, the Bible has a lot to say about peace. 

• Romans 12:18: If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
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• Gal 5:22: an evidence of the Spirit’s work in a person’s life is peace (the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace. . . ) 

Last week in our study of Ephesians, we learned that Jesus death on the cross opened the door to 
peace between races—between Jews and Gentiles.  True racial reconciliation can happen 
because of the gospel.  The reason a black church can forgive a white killer is the gospel.  But 
the greatest peace of all is peace with God.  Lasting peace with others can only be had if there is 
lasting peace with God.  More than the need for relational peace, financial peace, national peace, 
racial peace, emotional peace—more than all that is the need for peace with the One who created 
us. 

Now, it’s plain that the theme of Ephesians 2:14-18 is the need for peace.  “Peace” is used four 
times over these five verses: 

• (14) Jesus himself is our peace 
• (15) Jesus makes peace between Jews and Gentiles 
• (17) Jesus preached peace to those far off and preached peace to those who are near 

As I said, last week we studied verses 14-15 and found that Jesus’ death on the cross broke down 
the dividing wall that separated Jews and Gentiles.  Because Jesus died on the cross and 
abolished the Law, Jews and Gentiles (two groups who bitterly opposed each other) can now 
come together in worship of their common Savior.  Not as a Jewish Christian or a Gentile 
Christian—but simply as Christians.  That is, regardless of race, nationality, or ethnicity—what 
unites us is trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior so that race is irrelevant in relating to 
God.  We all come to God the same—through trust in Jesus. 

Now in verses 16-18, there’s a shift.  From verses 11-15, Paul has focused on horizontal 
relationships—specifically the need for peace between Jews and Gentiles.  But now in 16-18, 
Paul focuses on our vertical relationship—our need for peace with God.  And what we see is that 
Jesus accomplished for us peace with God by dying on the cross, he proclaimed peace to all 
(regardless of ethnicity), and we now may enjoy peace with our Father. 

In verse 16, we see. . .  

I. PEACE ACHIEVED 

Verse 16 starts in the middle of a sentence. The sentence in Greek began in verse 14, so let’s 
read from verse 14 to get the flow. . .  

Eph 2:14-16 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed 
in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. 

So Jesus had two purposes in “abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances” 
(which we said last week was the OT Law).  The two purposes are signaled by the word “that” 
(15) followed by “and” (16) 



 www.tccathens.org 

3 
 

(15) “that he might create in himself one new man” 

(16) “and [that he] might reconcile us both to God. . .” 

So the Law was abolished with two aims:  

First, to remove the obstacle to true fellowship between believers among Jew and Gentile 
and make them into one new man. 

Second, to remove the obstacle to true fellowship with God and make us friends 
(reconcile). 

A. Reconciliation Defined 

The word “reconcile” is a very important word.  We use that word in our everyday speech. 

• Reconcile bank account—to make our accounts consistent or in harmony with each other. 
• Reconcile with a former friend—restore friendly relations 

The word Paul uses is ἀποκαταλλάσσω [apw-kata-LAssw]  This is a word that Paul made up.  
He took the root word for reconcile (which already existed) and then added an additional prefix 
to it to intensify the verb.  He uses his new, intense verb here and in Col 1:22: 

“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled 
in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him” 

So by intensifying the verb, Paul means something more than just that our relationship with God 
went from a hostile one to a friendly one.  That’s what the root word means and he could have 
just used that.  But by intensifying it, he’s saying there’s something more.  The reconciliation is 
more than usual in that: 

First, it’s deeper.  It’s not merely that we are now friends with God and are on speaking terms, 
whereas before we weren’t.  But now there is a real reconnection, a true reuniting, a genuine 
bringing together of God and man. 

Second, it’s deeper and it’s also complete.  Our reconciliation with God is complete. There’s no 
remnant of hostility that remains. God’s not still just-a-little-bit mad at us. The reconciliation is 
so complete, complete friendship follows.  Jesus came to die on a cross to make us friends. He 
says in John 15:15: 

“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.” 

Third, and finally, it’s restorative.  It has the idea of restoring something that was there before. 
It reverses the curse. What Adam and Eve had in the Garden, we can now have. 
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B. Peace through the Cross 

Reconciliation with God occurs—look again at v. 16— “through the cross.”  Both Jew and 
Gentile—in one body—are reconciled to God through the cross.  So there aren’t two paths to 
salvation.  There isn’t a Jewish way to get to God and a Gentile way.  The rebellion of mankind 
against God was universal—Jew and Gentile.  We both needed peace with God.  And 
salvation—reconciliation with God—only through the cross.  Ethnicity no longer matters in 
coming to God.  The door is Jesus—not race, gender, nationality, ethnicity, or economic status.  
Jesus is the door—v. 14, “he himself is our peace” 

The only way to get to God is through Jesus. That’s why Jesus said things like: 

John 14:6: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 

John 8:19: “They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

Which is why every good, moral Muslim or Sabbath-keeping, kosher-eating Jew will go to hell.  
Because they don’t know Jesus. And if you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know God.  We were 
reconciled to God “through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.”  Probably most unbelievers 
don’t think they are hostile to God. They don’t consciously hate him.  But they live their lives 
indifferent to God and insubordinate to what he has commanded—and that’s a kind of hostility.  
But more importantly, the hostility that we needed killed most of all is God’s wrathful 
disposition towards us.  On the cross, God poured out his wrath on Jesus—to punish Jesus for the 
sins of all who believe.  And when you believe, you are no longer among the “children of wrath” 
but now adopted into God’s family and his hostility is gone.  So the killing of Jesus killed the 
hostility for all who would trust him. God’s wrath was removed. 

C. Connecting the Abolishing of the Law with Reconciliation 

Now, Paul made a connection between Jesus abolishing the Law and reconciliation with God.  
We saw earlier that Jesus abolished the Law and the second purpose in doing so was to reconcile 
us to God.  So why does the Law need to be abolished in order for us to be reconciled to God?  
Why is the Law an obstacle that had to be removed in order for us to end the hostility between us 
and God?  Here’s the connection: 

In order for us to be friends with God and not enemies, two things needed to happen: (1) sin had 
to be paid and (2) we needed righteousness.  Because God is just and holy—our sin had to be 
punished and we needed holiness.  

The Law stood in the way of that happening.  The Law could show us our need for God, it could 
show us God’s righteous standard, and it could show us our sinfulness—but it couldn’t save us.  
The Law tells us what we need, but it doesn’t give us the means of achieving that.  Therefore, as 
long as the Law stands—it stands to condemn us.  But on the cross, Jesus rendered powerless the 
Law—abolished the Law. Not by sweeping it under the rug and acting as if it never mattered, but 
by fulfilling all the Law’s demands.  As a result, the Law was powerless.  And it’s Jesus’ death 
on the cross that is the foundation of the gospel. 
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The Law could only condemn us and couldn’t save us.  The gospel, on the other hand, is the 
power to save.  In the gospel not only is our sinfulness revealed and God’s righteousness 
revealed (like the Law), but we also receive what we need—Jesus’ payment of our sins and 
Jesus’ righteous life. 

2 Cor 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

So, the Law had to be abolished and the gospel come in order for us to be reconciled to God.  
One way to summarize this is in a little poem that often is attributed to John Bunyan—though he 
likely didn’t write it. Charles Spurgeon, who was well-acquainted with John Bunyan’s writings, 
attributes it to another John. But regardless, it goes like this: 

“Run, John, run, the Law demands; but gives us neither feet nor hands. Far better news 
the gospel brings; it bids us fly, and gives us wings.” 

The Law makes demands, but by and large didn’t give divine enablement to overcome dead 
hearts.  But the Gospel gives even harder commands (flying is harder than running; e.g., SOTM), 
but also gives the power we need to fulfill them.  So the Gospel gives us a way to gain the 
righteousness we need and the payment of the penalty for sin that we deserve—and that happens 
through Jesus’ death on the cross and our trust in Christ.  So the peace that Jesus achieved was 
the peace that Jesus proclaimed.  And that’s the second aspect of peace that we see in this 
passage: 

II. PEACE PROCLAIMED 

“ and he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near” 

All of Jesus’ life was a kind of preaching of peace. 

• Isa 9:6 prophesied he would be the Prince of Peace. 
• When he was born the angels proclaimed in Lk 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” Peace would come through God 
in the manger. 

• Jesus comforted his disciples in John 14:26: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.” 

• The night before Jesus was crucified, he said to his disciples in John 16:33: “I have said 
these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”” 

Peace surrounded Jesus.  It’s true that Jesus also said, for example, in Matthew 10:34: “Do not 
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”  
But surely what he meant was that in coming to peace with God, it may cause you family 
problems, persecution, or even death.  But, even then, you can have peace with God. 

Jesus came and preached peace.  The word “preached” comes from the root word ευαγγελιον.  
We get our word evangelism from that word.  It’s the word for “gospel.”   
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Preached means to announce good news—to herald good news.  Jesus came and gospeled peace.  
He heralded the good news of peace.  And the preaching of this peace was taken up first by his 
apostles.  Acts 10:36 tells us that the early preachers were characterized by “preaching good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ.””  And, again, the good news is for everyone.  “Those who 
were far off” refers to Gentiles (cf. v. 13).  “Those who were near” refers to Jews. 

That phrasing of “far off and near” is likely an allusion to Isa 57:19: “ Peace, peace, to the far 
and to the near,” says the Lord, “and I will heal him.”  The context there is Israel returning from 
exile and the Lord preaching peace to those who were near home and those who were far away in 
the world.  The land God promised Abraham was very important to the Jews, so where you were 
in the world was always in reference to the Promised Land—either near or far off.   

Here, Paul uses the idea of the Lord preaching peace to the Jews far and near and shows us that 
the Lord has included the Gentiles as well.  Now, if Gentiles had to become Jews in order to get 
saved, the message of peace wouldn’t need to be said to both groups.  But everyone—both Jew 
and Gentile—needs the gospel in order to find peace with God. 

And now the responsibility of gospeling peace falls to us.  Paul tells us that we are Christ’s 
ambassadors in 2 Cor. 5:20:  

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

That’s our message—“be reconciled to God.”  It’s a message of peace.  So we’ve seen peace 
achieved and peace proclaimed. Finally, in verse 18, we see. . .  

III. PEACE ENJOYED 

v.18: “for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.” 

The peace that Jesus achieved for us and that has been proclaimed results in the blessing of 
enjoying peace with God for all who trust Christ.  Through the gospel, we gain access to our 
Father.  The word “access” pictures a person who was granted an audience with the king or the 
emperor.  But the emphasis here is different, because Paul doesn’t say we get access to our King, 
but to our Father.  Which means that we weren’t reconciled merely to a Master, we were 
reconciled to our Father and made part of a family.  Our reconciliation to God was a one-time 
event, but our access to our Father is the privilege of our continuing relationship with him.  We 
have the freedom of approaching God.  Because of the work of Christ, God is approachable 

Heb 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Our separation from God is over.  God powerfully illustrated this at Jesus’ crucifixion.  The 
curtain in the temple in Jerusalem was torn in two from top to bottom (Matt 27:51).  A curtain 
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  Only the High Priest could go into the Holy 
of Holies and, even then, rarely.  But the curtain was torn.  Jesus’ death removed sin as a barrier 
between God and man and his death ended the old way of relating to God.  Now the way of 
approach to God is open for anyone who comes to Jesus by faith. 
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Rom 5:1-2: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

This is a happy condition. To be with God and enjoy access to him, not as our Dictator, but as 
our Father-Friend.  And all the Trinity is part of this work of peace with God.  It is done in (or 
by) the Spirit, through the Son, and to the Father.  It’s as if all Three Persons of the Trinity 
welcome us into a relationship. 

CONCLUSION 

How appropriate on, this, Father’s Day, we hear how to be reconciled with our Heavenly Father.  
Jesus, God’s perfect, righteous Son, died in my place for my sins. Jesus took all the punishment; 
Jesus received all the wrath as he hung on the cross, so that people like me could be completely 
forgiven. 

I hope that’s your testimony.  Let’s pray God uses this sermon to bring those who are far off near 
to him. 
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