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THE RICHES OF GOD’S GRACE 
Ephesians 2:4-7 (No. 8) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
May 3, 2015 

 
INTRODUCTION 

If you’re going to treasure God, then you need to know him.  Some things about God you don’t 
know and need to know.  Some things about God you do know, but need to hear repeated.  But 
regardless, for your affections for God to grow, you need to keep thinking about him and what 
he’s done.  So—to believers—Paul rehearses the saving work of God in these first two chapters 
of Ephesians.  He prays (1:19) that they would know “the immeasurable greatness of his power 
toward us who believe.”  And he demonstrates how great God’s power IS toward us who believe, 
first, by describing our life apart from Christ (in vv. 2:1-3).  Last week, we learned of every 
person’s desperate condition apart from Christ. 

A life apart from Christ is a life: 

• Captured by the world and Satan 
• Controlled by passions of the flesh and mind 
• Lived in the company of sinners. 

A life apart from Christ is a dead life: 

• A life not moved by what God is moved by. 
• A life that does not love righteousness. 
• A life that does not cherish God for God’s sake. 

To set the context for today’s passage, let’s read 2:1-7, focusing on vv. 4-7. 

Eph 2:1-7 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 
Now in verse 4, we have a summation of the gospel in two words: “But God.”  The greatest 
preacher of the 20th century—Martyn Lloyd Jones—said, “These two words, in and of 
themselves, in a sense contain the whole of the gospel.”  The word “But” in the Greek 
establishes a sharp break in the flow of the paragraph. It signals a strong contrast.  As bad as our 
condition apart from Christ was—our hope is greater because God is the author of the hope.  
What’s plain about this passage is that you didn’t save you, God saved you.  “Even when we 
were dead in our trespasses” God “made us alive together with Christ.”   
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God is, therefore, the originator of our faith—our rescuer.  We owe it all to him.  It is his power 
that saves.  He gets all the glory in our salvation.  We don’t get to appeal to a better education, a 
superior intelligence, a more worthy pedigree.  A dead corpse is as unworthy as any other.  Dead 
corpses have no brain activity—they have no affections.  Our unregenerate mind had no longings 
for God. 

What Paul is doing, here, in chapter 2 is establishing a contrast between our life apart from God 
and how God stepped in to save us.  One way to see the greatness of something is in contrast.  
Illustration: when I bought Ingrid’s diamond ring, the selections were placed on a black cloth—
the ring’s brilliance was seen more easily against the black cloth.  Spurgeon: I do not know when 
God, in his rich mercy, ever seems so lovely in our eyes as when we have just gazed upon our 
own abundant sins.  So Paul has described for us the depth of our sin. And now he describes for 
us the greatness of God’s salvation of us.   

As we consider the riches of God’s grace towards us, I want us to see three features of our 
salvation in verses 4-7. 

I. SEE GOD’S MOTIVATION IN SAVING YOU (V. 4) 

God’s rescue of us was not in contradiction to his character—it wasn’t out of character for him to 
step in and save sinful man.  Rather, two characteristics of God are highlighted here that tells us 
his motivation in saving us. 

A. HIS MOTIVATION OF MERCY 

v. 4: “But God, being rich in mercy. . . ” 

The contrast between us apart from Christ and God is apparent.  We were dead in trespasses (v. 
5).  He is rich in mercy (v.4).  The disposition of God that motivated him to rescue us from 
God’s own wrath was mercy.  Mercy is a disposition to relieve misery.  Our life apart from 
Christ was miserable—whether we knew it or not.  The life Paul described in vv. 1-3 was a 
living misery. And left to die in our sins, we would experience an eternity of misery apart from 
Christ.  But God in his mercy stepped in to save. 

Titus 3:5: “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy” 

So, yes, God cares about his righteousness.  And, yes, God cares about those he created.  So he 
made a way—so simple in one sense, yet a way no man would have invented—to redeem man 
and uphold his righteousness.  He would give up his Son to redeem sinful man.  Not because it 
was a fair trade!  But out of an abundance of mercy and love, he sacrificed his Son to satisfy his 
wrath for all who would believe.  Yet the appropriation of Jesus’ sacrifice would have a 
condition: you must repent of your sin and believe in him.  Notice God isn’t only “a little 
merciful.”  He is rich in mercy. He is wealthy in mercy.  To kill Jesus on your behalf required a 
fountain of inexhaustible mercy.  If he were to expend mercy for 10,000 years, it would be less 
than a thimble full of the ocean of God’s mercy.  And notice: “being merciful.”  Nothing caused 
God to be merciful. He is merciful.   
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Exodus 34:6: “The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,” 

Just like you, God does out of who he is.  He does acts of mercy because he is merciful.   
Accordingly, merciful acts are expected. 

A second motivation of God in saving his chosen ones is. . .  

B. HIS MOTIVATION OF LOVE 

v. 4: “because of the great love with which he loved us. . .” 

There’s a double dose of love in this verse.  Paul writes in a way that he doesn’t often do—he 
words this with both the noun of love as well as the verb of love.  That’s a way of emphasizing 
this great love.  This is the side of God you want to be on.  You could be on the children of wrath 
side. And every person here was on that side—maybe still on that side.  But the side you want to 
be on is the side of God where he is pouring out his inexhaustible fountain of love and mercy on 
you. 

Illustration: if I were to make a catalogue of top 100 experiences I’ve had in my life, somewhere 
on that list would be the time in high school when I sat under a waterfall.  I was at a summer 
camp and the class I was part of it took a field trip to a river. In the middle of this river was a 
waterfall. It wasn’t a tall waterfall, but it was powerful. Our instructor encouraged us to go sit 
under the waterfall and experience what it’s like to have the river “go through you.”  Well, he 
was a little bit “earth, wind, and fire”—you know what I’m talking about—a little bit of a tree 
hugger—which he also encouraged us to do, by the way, and we did—we hugged a few trees 
(not one of my Top 100 experiences, but something I’ve done).  But anyway, he told us to sit 
under the waterfall. And I did. And it WAS like the river was moving through you.  You could 
observe the power of the river from the shore, but you felt the power of the river when it was 
pouring on top of your head. 

And if you are in Christ, a waterfall of rich mercy and great love has overwhelmed you and 
saved you.  I once had a teenage girl come up to me after a sermon and she said she didn’t feel 
loved by God.  I think she was hoping I would share with her something great within her that 
was lovely so she could feel loved by a great God.  But Paul here shows us one measure of 
God’s great love for you. 

• You did what he hated. 
• You followed his enemy. 
• You followed the world. 
• You lived like an animal and gave yourself over to your passions. 
• And he stepped in to save you. 

What great love that must be!  Yet, even that is an inadequate measure.  The greatness of your 
sin is not the ultimate measure of God’s love for you. God’s love is greater than that.  When Paul 
searches for words that would be a measure of God’s love for us he says:   
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Rom 8:38-39: “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

We’ve seen God’s motivation in saving you.  Now, observe a second feature of God’s grace in 
your salvation by seeing. . .  

II. SEE GOD’S MIRACLE IN SAVING YOU (V. 5-6) 

v. 5: “even when we were dead in trespasses. . .” 

Precisely at our point of need—at the place where we could do nothing for ourselves—God did 
not leave his chosen ones in that condition. 

v. 5: “[God]” made us alive together with Christ. . .” 

God made us alive spiritually. Just as we were dead spiritually, he made us alive spiritually.  But 
he made us spiritually alive to what? 

• Alive to God 
• Alive to the gospel 
• Alive to his truths 
• Alive to feeling, thinking, and acting in the way of God’s righteousness 
• Alive to feeling and thinking the way we should about God 
• Alive to living for his fame and not our own 

Like Lazarus was physically raised from the grave, we were raised spiritually from the dead.  Sin 
leads to death, but Jesus leads to life.  Since it’s God who makes people alive, it means that no 
one is beyond the saving power of God.  There is hope for every Christian-beheading member of 
ISIS to be saved.  Because God is powerful enough to change rebel hearts.  God uses the means 
of the gospel to do so. 

Illustration: George Whitefield was an itinerant preacher in the U.S. in the mid-to-late 1700s. He 
was a contemporary of Jonathan Edwards and John and Charles Wesley.  He was a powerful 
preacher and was used by God during America’s First Great Awakening in the Colonies in the 
1730s and 1740s.  He would often preach outdoors in fields and city squares. Once, he was 
preaching in the third chapter of John’s Gospel. And a man came to hear him.  The man hated 
Whitefield and carried rocks in his pocket. He intended to stone Whitefield after his sermon. And 
during the sermon, he was converted.  He came with pockets of stones to break Whitefield’s 
head, but Whitefield’s preaching broke through his stony heart.  God uses the means of 
evangelism to save people. But the actual conversion of a person is all of God.  As it says at the 
end of. . .  

v. 5: “by grace you have been saved—“ 

Not “by merit” but “by grace.”  Favor from God undeserved is what saves.  Saved is the word 
sozw. It refers to rescue from destruction.  Previously, we were “children of wrath” (v. 3).  Hell-
bound for our destruction.  But God saved us from God’s judgment.   
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This phrase is probably better translated “you are saved.”  The Greek verb translated in the ESV 
“you have been saved” is a special construction (periphrastic):  It means that salvation has 
happened in the past, but continues to have effects in the present.  And the special construction 
emphasizes the continuing effects of salvation.  Not only was the moment of your salvation by 
grace, but your continued experience of salvation is by grace.  You didn’t start earning your 
continued salvation at salvation.  You were unworthy of his grace then. You’re still unworthy.   

One of the ongoing experiences of God’s grace is not only were we “made alive together with 
Christ” but. . .  

v.6: “[he] raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

Do you remember that Paul wrote in 1:20-21 of the working of God’s great might  

“that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.”? 

That same power that raised Jesus up and seated him at God’s right hand, we too have been 
raised up with him and seated in the heavenly places.  We aren’t physically there, but we have 
that position now and it is a guarantee of our future.  Paul emphasizes that all these benefits 
come in our union with Christ.  We saw this in chapter 1 where the phrase “in him” or “in 
Christ” was repeated.  Our union with Christ—us being in him and him being in us—is a very 
comforting truth and it has major implications: 

• Since Jesus reigns and I’m in Jesus, I have no need to fear anything. 
• Since Jesus is alive and I’m in Jesus, I will yet live. 
• Since Jesus was raised to heaven and I’m in Jesus, I will be raised to heaven. 
• Since Jesus conquered all his enemies and I’m in Jesus, I share in his victory. 

Our sweet union with Christ made all this happen.  Since we are now positionally in the 
heavenlies, our values must reflect that.  I wonder if you’ve thought about Col 3:1-2 and how 
those verses should impact your daily life: 

Col 3:1-2: “If [since] then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth.” 

If you are above, your values should be centered above. 

Finally, in verse 7. . .  

III. SEE GOD’S MYSTERY IN SAVING YOU (V. 7) 

I use the term “mystery” the way Paul does: something not previously revealed but now 
disclosed.  What the NT reveals is God’s purposes in saving us. 

v. 7: “so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
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“So that” tells us the purpose—the purpose of God bestowing on us all of this grace—death to 
life; rescuing us from wrath, seating us above with Christ.  This is the crescendo of the passage.  
The reason why God did all this was that. . . “in the coming ages”—that is, in the future and for 
all time.  “he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.”  In other words, this whole drama of God saving his enemies—you and I—all by his 
grace and power is so that through all eternity his grace would be on display.  All of God’s great 
deeds would be made known.  Shown for all eternity will be two displays of God’s rich grace. 

First. . .  

A. HIS KINDNESS IN WHAT HE HAS DONE 

We will spend all eternity in the new heaven and earth celebrating his kindness toward all of us 
who believe in the way he saved us.  We will be trophies of his kindness.  As we walk around, 
we are parades of his kindness.  And all of heaven—all the creatures in heaven—will celebrate 
God for his kindness in what he has done for his chosen ones. 

And the second display of God’s grace shown in all eternity is. . .  

B. HIS KINDESS IN WHAT HE WIIL CONTINUE TO DO 

When we get to heaven, God won’t stop being kind to us. He will continue to pour out kindness 
to us, so that, if you can believe it, you will become happier and happier throughout eternity, 
even though you were never unhappy in heaven to begin with.  This is one of the great reasons 
why heaven will never be boring.  Your great joy will enlarge with more joy as you receive the 
great kindness of God forever and ever and ever!  It will not be an eternity of sameness.  You 
will worship this 

• infinite God 
• who has infinite power 
• and infinite kindness 
• and infinite love 
• and whose depth of knowledge is infinite 

And throughout eternity your love for him and knowledge of him and enjoyment of him will leap 
and bound for millennia upon millennia unending.  Heaven will never be boring. That thought 
will never cross your mind.  And we will say forever: Oh how infinite is the kindness of our 
God. 

CONCLUSION 
The riches of God’s grace towards us in salvation is seen in: 

1. God’s motivation in saving us. 
2. God’s miracle in savings us. 
3. God’s mystery in savings us. 

Let’s never move on from learning about God and what he has done.  What your spouse, your 
friend, your coworker needs most from you, is for you to know God and cherish him. 
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