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SAVED BY GRACE FOR GOOD WORKS 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (No. 9) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
May 10, 2015 

 
INTRODUCTION 

If there’s one dominant theme in the passages we’ve studied so far in Ephesians it’s that God 
alone is worthy to be praised in our salvation. 

If you are in Christ, chapter 1 says: 

• God chose you before the foundation of the world and made you part of his family for 
this purpose: 

o 1:9: “to the praise of his glorious grace” 
• And we’ve been bought from our slavery to sin—we’ve been redeemed, we’ve been 

forgiven, and given an inheritance for this purpose: 
o 1:12: “ to the praise of his glory” 

• And we who have believed the gospel have been sealed with the Holy Spirit. Why did he 
do this. . .  

o 1:14: “to the praise of his glory 

And Paul has shown that salvation is all of God.  We were unable to save ourselves. And the 
same power that raised Jesus from the dead has worked in our lives to raise us from the dead.  
Therefore, since he did it all—he is the one to be praised.  Since he is worthy to be praised—he 
is worthy to be worshipped.  Worship of God happens when you embrace who God is and what 
God has done. 

So as we turn to 2:8-10, God is after your worship.  And in order for us to worship God, Paul 
shows us that God saved us by grace to be God’s agents of good works. 

Eph 2:4-10 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus,7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
Let’s make four simple observations from verses 8-10.  They are right there in the text.  Easy for 
you to see.  Our first observation is that. . .  

I. SALVATION COMES THROUGH FAITH 

v.8: “For by grace you have been saved through faith.” 
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Last week, we saw in v. 5 that “[God] made us alive together with Christ.”  That is, God is the 
one who gave us spiritual life. He rescued us from being dead in our trespasses and sins. 

That rescue happened by God overcoming your resistance to him.  Your resistance to cherish 
him and submit to him.  Now here beginning in v. 8, Paul emphasizes something he’s already 
alluded to, namely: God granted you salvation by grace.  Again in v. 5: “[God] made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.”  By grace. 

In other words, for those who are saved, God moved you from death to life and you didn’t 
deserve that.  There was no tipping point in which God said, “You’re close enough. You’ve tried 
hard enough. You’ve been good enough for long enough. So now I’ll save you.”  That never 
happened.  If you have been saved, it is all of God.  And now in v.8, Paul tells us the channel that 
our salvation occurred: faith.  We are saved by grace through faith. 

But what is saving faith? What is true faith.  Saving faith has three elements:  First, true saving 
faith must include knowledge. 

A. KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL 

There’s no such thing as ignorant saving faith.  For a person to be saved, he must have at least a 
basic comprehension of the facts of the gospel.  People don’t get saved by sensations or being 
overcome with emotion.  You need to know at least who Jesus is, what he did on the cross, and 
why he did it. 

Rom 10:14: “How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?” 

At root you must know: 

• You’re a sinner in need of salvation because God is holy and he will  judge you for your 
sins. 

• Christ alone paid the penalty for my sin on the cross by dying in my place. 
• He offers salvation to me. 
• He is the only way to God—the only means of my salvation. 

So the facts of the gospel are centered on a person: Jesus.  It’s knowledge about Jesus—who he 
was, what he did.  Yet, knowledge of the facts of the gospel is not enough.  Knowledge is a 
necessary element of salvation, but it isn’t a sufficient one.  James tells us that even the demons 
know facts about God and presumably the gospel, but they aren’t redeemed: 

James 2:19: “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder.” 

So, you need more than knowledge, but you have to have knowledge.  A second element of true 
saving faith is agreement with the gospel. 

B. AGREEMENT WITH THE GOSPEL 

It’s one thing to know the facts. It’s another thing to agree with them and believe them.  It’s not 
enough to just know who Jesus is and what he did on the cross.  You also have to believe it’s 
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true.  There will be no one in heaven who denies the truth of the gospel.  No one will say in 
heaven, I know the stories of what Jesus did on the cross, but I don’t believe they are true—they 
are just fictional accounts imbued with spiritual meaning.  

Yet even then, knowledge and agreement are necessary elements to saving faith, but not 
sufficient by themselves.   

When Paul was on trial before King Agrippa, Paul gave his testimony on how he was saved and 
then testified to the historical facts that Jesus died and rose again as a light to the Jews and 
Gentiles.  Then Paul says this: 

Ac 26:26-27: "For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am 
persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 
King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 

So he knew the facts. And Paul knew that the king believed the truth about the gospel.  But the 
king wasn’t saved. 

Ac 26:28-29: "And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a 
Christian?” And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all 
who hear me this day might become such as I am—except for these chains.” 

So Paul appeals to the King that he would be as Paul is—saved by the gospel.  True saving faith 
requires knowledge of the gospel, agreement with the gospel, and then third. . .  

C. PERSONAL TRUST IN CHRIST 
That is, it requires a decision of my will to depend upon, put trust in, Christ as my Savior.  It isn’t 
merely believing facts about the gospel that saves—faith’s object is a person. Faith in Jesus 
saves. Trust in Christ saves.  Trust in Christ means complete surrender to Christ.  Not only 
trusting Christ for forgiveness of my sins, but also to repent/turn from my sins.  Trusting Christ 
means embracing him and committing yourself to him. 

John MacArthur says, “If I say I believe some promise you have made, I am saying far less than 
if I say I trust you. Believing in a person necessarily involves some degree of commitment. . .  
Real faith, saving faith, is all of me embracing all of Him.” 

In summary, true saving faith requires: 

• An intellectual aspect: knowledge about Jesus and what he has done. 
• An emotional aspect: belief in the truth of the gospel and finding your heart drawn to 

Jesus. 
• A volitional aspect: a personal trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of my sins. 

So our first observation from this passage is that salvation comes through faith. Second. . .  

II. SALVATION IS RECEIVED AS A GIFT 
If you are tracking with Paul’s argument here, the question is, “Where does this faith that is 
necessary for salvation come from?”  “How does this faith arise out of a dead heart?”   
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Answer: it doesn’t. 
v.8: “By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God.” 

What does the word “this” refer to?  “This” is a pronoun and needs what is called an antecedent. 
Something that comes before “this” that tells us what Paul is talking about.  If you’ve taken 
language courses, you know that many languages have genders for nouns—masculine, feminine, 
and neuter.  In the Greek (language Paul wrote), “this” is neuter and so we look back in the 
sentence to see which noun is also neuter. And that tells us what “this” refers to.  And when you 
do that you find, there isn’t one another neuter noun. 

• “Grace” is feminine. 
• “Faith” is feminine. 
• “Saved” is a kind of verb that has a gender called a participle and it is masculine. 
• So there are no neuter nouns. 

So how do we know what Paul meant?  Well, in Greek, the neuter can be used to refer to the 
entire clause before it, so that it picks/scoops up all the nouns before it.  In other words, Paul is 
saying that the entire scope of salvation—including the grace and the faith are not our own 
doing, but gifts from God.  It makes sense that grace is a gift—grace is undeserved favor. By 
definition grace must be a gift.  It makes sense that salvation is a gift—Paul has been clear that 
God is the one doing all the decisive actions (“God made us alive”).  And it makes sense that 
faith is a gift—imparted by God to you to exercise—since faith can’t come from a spiritually 
dead heart that is opposed to God, following the course of the world and the devil, and pursuing 
the passions of the flesh and mind.  In other words, that’s the wrong kind of soil for faith to 
spring.  So if faith is going to come out of you, God has to grant it to you.  So even faith is a gift. 

Ro 12:3: " For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned/allotted." 

2 Tim 2:24-26: "And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant 
them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and 
escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will." 

So even faith is a gift to you to exercise.  Which means salvation is a receiving.  Which is why 
John said in his Gospel 

Jn 1:12: "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God," 

So salvation comes through faith, it is received as a gift, and third. . .  

III. SALVATION ELIMINATES BOASTING 

v.9: “[salvation is] not a result of works, so that no one can boast.” 
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God’s design in saving believers the way he did is to keep us from taking credit and boasting.  
Imagine if v.9 wasn’t true and that rather than receiving salvation, we earned it.  So that if you 
are good enough, God accepts you.  If that was the case (that salvation is earned), two things 
would be true.   

First, you would be able to boast to everyone around you who wasn’t accepted by God that 
you’re better than they are.  And, in that case, you’d be right.  On the horizontal level, you’d 
have a reason to boast.  I figured it out. I did enough good that God accepted me.  I received 
God’s acceptance because I lived right. 

Second, God’s glory would be smaller than it really is because he would owe you acceptance 
and therefore it would be more like a fair transaction.  In other words, God wouldn’t be seen as 
gracious in granting you salvation—because you earned it.  He might be seen as fair—engaging 
in a fair transaction with you—“for your good works I will accept you.”  But his character of 
graciousness wouldn’t be seen because he would merely be giving what he owes you.  So, in a 
sense, you could boast, not only before other people, but you can also boast before God of your 
good deeds and he would have to humble himself to grant you favor.  But that’s thankfully not 
what the Scriptures teach.  Salvation is all of God.  

• He gets all the credit. 
• He gets all the glory 
• He is owed all the honor. 
• And he owes you nothing. 
• He has never been indebted to you. 
• And you have no cause to boast before others nor God for your salvation. 

Which is why thinking that we can earn favor with God so that he accepts us and saves us is so 
damning.  To claim good works to gain acceptance by God diminishes his glory and exalts 
ourselves.  And this is the principle difference between Christianity and every other attempt to 
get right with God.  Biblical Christianity says only God saves.  Every other attempt says at best, 
God saves but I help him out.  God will save me because 

• I was baptized. 
• I received Mass. 
• I got the blessing. 
• I went to church. 
• I went to Mecca. 
• I blew myself up in holy war. 
• My good outweighed my bad. 
• I wasn’t that bad of a person—certainly not as bad as others. 

All of that really says, I contributed to my salvation by my behavior.  But the Scriptures teach: 
He doesn’t need your help.  And even if he did, we’d all be lost because we couldn’t help 
ourselves even if we had the inclination to try.  Paul emphasizes the God-centeredness of God’s 
salvation of us through the way he put together his sentence in Greek.  Word order in Greek has 
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less to do with syntax and more to do with emphasis. So to throw a word either all the way to the 
front or to the back of a sentence, has the effect of emphasizing the word. 

And that’s what Paul has done with the words “grace” and “God” in verse 8.  So in verse 8, it 
would read, “By GRACE you have been saved through faith.”  The word “grace” is at the front.  
Also in verse 8, “it is the gift of GOD.”  The word “God” is at the front.  So salvation by God by 
grace eliminates all boasting. 

Our final observation is in verse 10. . .  

IV. SALVATION PRODUCES GOOD WORKS 

v10: "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them." 

So, salvation isn’t an end in itself. We remain on this earth for a purpose.  That purpose is good 
works.  Good works isn’t just feeding the homeless.  Good works includes all that God has for us 
as we live in obedience to him. 

• Raising your kids up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
• Loving your wife as Christ loved the church. 
• Working for our employers as working for the Lord. 
• Loving one another. 
• Sharing the gospel. 
• Praying. 

All that we do as we live in obedience to him is “good works.”  Three things to notice here: 

First, even in our good works, God gets the credit.  He gets the glory for your works.  Once 
again, the word “his” is emphasized in the Greek: “we are HIS workmanship.”  We are his 
creation.   

But not only that, he prepared the good works that we do before we ever do them.  So just as in 
salvation he “chose us in him before the foundation of the world” (1:4), he also chose and 
prepared all of our subsequent good works after salvation.  Your salvation was planned.  Your 
works after salvation were planned.  So there can be no boasting in your obedience. 

A striking illustration of this principle comes from Jesus’ parable in Luke 17:7-10. 

Luke 17:7-10 7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him 
when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say 
to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and 
afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was 
commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 

 

The lesson Jesus is illustrating isn’t to be ungrateful or inconsiderate.  He’s using a vivid 
example of everyday life to make this point: just as the master didn’t owe the servants anything, 
we should acknowledge that God owes us nothing and we owe him everything.  MacArthur: 
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“Those who obey are not to think their obedience is meritorious.”  We’ve got to learn this or 
we’ll become an arrogant church. 

1 Co 4:7: "What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast 
as if you did not receive it?" 

There can be no boasting in the mouth of a Christian about himself.  It’s contrary to your nature.  
You can be sure of this: that delight in boasting about your past, your accomplishments, your 
spiritual progress, your good works—that delight comes from your flesh, not from the Spirit.  
You don’t become awesome because you’ve been obedient. Obedience and good works are 
expected.   

When Paul and Apollos planted churches, Paul said of them—“neither Paul nor Apollos are 
anything.”  If someone had good works to boast in, it was Paul.  Church planting, missionary, 
pastor extraordinaire. 

But Paul said in Gal 6:14: “Far be it from me to boast [in anything] except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world." 

So God gets the glory in your good works because he crafted you and he prepared the good 
works for you to do.  Give God the praise and let your mouth say of you, “It was my joy to do 
my duty.”  Our goal is that what we ought to do is what we want to do.  And what we want to do 
is what we ought to do.  And when that marvelous miracle happens, we give God the glory. 

Second, notice that true salvation produces good works.  The character of genuine saving faith 
results in good works.  To overstate it slightly, you don’t get into heaven by good works, but you 
won’t get into heaven without them.  Slightly overstated: deathbed conversion.   

I want to keep you from saying something as foolish as one college student said to me years ago.  
He said, if I’m saved, why can’t I live any way I want to?   In other words, if I’m going to 
heaven and once-I’m-saved-I’m always-saved, why can’t I indulge in sin. It’s paid for!  There’s 
a logic to that. That’s not why it’s foolish.  It’s foolish because the passage doesn’t end at verse 
9.  If you’re saved, you will do the good works God has prepared beforehand for you to do.  You 
will. 

If you aren’t saved—there aren’t any predestined good works for you to do.  So good works 
provides evidence that you are saved to begin with.  Good works demonstrate that he has begun a 
good work in you.  They show that you are his new creation in Christ—his fashioned 
instrument—his workmanship.  The good works don’t get you saved. That’s really clear—
salvation is all of God.  But if you are in the vine, you’re going to bloom! 

Third, notice that this paragraph ends in contrast to how it started.  Paul says here in v. 10: “that 
we should walk in them.”  So our salvation occurred and God prepared good works for us so that 
we would walk in them.  That’s expected.  Which is in contrast to how we formerly walked. 

2:1: “you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked.” 
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So the evidence of God saving you is that you walk differently.  You live differently.  Salvation 
produces changes—or it never happened. 

CONCLUSION 

So we’ve seen: 

• Salvation comes through faith 
• Salvation is a gift 
• Salvation eliminates boasting 
• Salvation produces good works 

So we sum it up like this: God saved us by grace to be God’s agents of good works. 
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