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PRIVILEGED ACCESS 
Ephesians 3:11-13 (No. 17) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
August 9, 2015 

INTRODUCTION 

You’ll recall that when Paul wrote this letter he was in prison in Rome because of the gospel.  
One of the reasons he wrote this letter is found in 3:13.   

“So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.” 

Paul loved this church in Ephesus—and he didn’t want them to lose heart or grow hopeless 
because of his imprisonment.  Paul wasn’t hopeless, he wasn’t discouraged and he doesn’t want 
the believers in Ephesus to be either.  So he writes this letter.  And it has been filled with the 
privileges we have in Christ; the position we have in Christ; and the power of the gospel. These 
truths are all designed to help the believers (in the words of 1:18-19):  

“know what is the hope to which he has called you, [know] what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and [know] what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of his great might” 

In addition to great theology, how did Paul maintain such great encouragement in the face of 
horrendous trials?  What were Paul’s habits that kept him hope-filled?  Surely, one of those 
habits was Paul’s life of prayer.  We’ve already seen the manner of his prayers for others in 1:16: 
“I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”  Paul was a master of 
prayer and prayer was a habit of his that kept him encouraged.   

Your ministry won’t outrun your prayer life.  The ministry of many is small because their 
prayers are small.  Their prayer life can’t sustain anything more.  So it’s not an accident, that 
Paul’s appeal in 3:13 for the Ephesian church not to lose heart is sandwiched between prayer.  
Verse 12 is a theology of prayer.  Verses 14-21 is an example of prayer.  And in between sits v. 
13—don’t lose heart.  That’s not an accident. 

This morning, I want to focus our attention on verse 12. In this one verse, Paul gives us a 
succinct theology of prayer.  We go to school with Paul and learn from a master of prayer.  And 
it’s in this verse we learn two lessons from Paul’s schoolhouse of prayer.  To set the context, 
let’s read vv. 7-13, focusing especially on v. 12. 

Eph 3:7-13 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light 
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in[a] God, who created all things, 10 so 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A7-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29244a
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that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your 
glory. 
 

The first lesson in Paul’s schoolhouse of prayer is. . .  

I. OUR APPROACH IN PRAYER 

v. 12: in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

“In whom” points back to Christ Jesus our Lord.  And therefore “our faith in him” means our 
faith in Jesus.  And access to whom?  It must be access to our Father, since he said that in 2:18: 
“For through him [Jesus] we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”  “Access” in 2:18 is 
the same word here in 3:12.  And in both verses we have access to the Father through Jesus or 
faith in Jesus.  So twice in this verse, we are told we have boldness and access to our Father 
because of Jesus.  We can pray to our Father because of Jesus.  Now that’s a fundamental 
principle. But why is it?  Why is that we can only pray to our Father because of Jesus? 

Our answer would be that we can pray to our Father only because of Jesus because we know who 
we are.  Apart from Christ we are among those in chapter 2: 

• 2:2 Dead in our trespasses and sins 
• Following the course of this world 
• Following the prince of the power of the air 
• Part of the sons of disobedience 
• 2:3 living in the passions of our flesh 
• Carrying out the desires of the body and mind 
• By nature children of wrath 
• 2:12 separated from Christ 
• Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 
• Strangers to the covenants of promise 
• Having no hope and without God in the world 

Jesus came and rescued us from all of that. 

2:13: But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 

2:16: and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross 

So we know who we are. 
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And how do you come to a holy God like that?  It’s in Christ that we who were enemies are 
made God’s friends.  We who were children of the devil are made adopted children of God in 
Christ.  So, when we pray “in Jesus’ name,” it’s not like some kind of closing that we put at the 
end of letters: “Sincerely, Best Regards, Yours Truly.”  Rather, in that three-word phrase we are 
saying an entire theology of what we believe.  We are acknowledging that we cannot come to the 
Father on our own merit.  Just as Paul says in 1 Ti 2:5:  

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

The only way to access the King is through this door of faith.  This is a great encouragement for 
those who are keenly aware of their sin—the contrite.  We come on the basis of Christ’s 
righteousness, not our own.  And because we come only through the door of faith, it keeps us 
from coming to God with any hint of self-reliance, self-confidence, self-improvement, self-
worth.  We come solely on the basis of Christ. 

Now, just to expand on our position in Christ a bit and connect it with last week. . . Last week we 
learned that God has redeemed and gathered sinners from across the nations as a means of 
displaying his multi-faceted wisdom to the angels.  Verse 11 adds to that: “This was according to 
the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  The word “purpose” has the 
idea of something that’s been planned.  And that idea that God has a plan, a purpose throughout 
history, we’ve seen before: 

Eph 1:4: even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him (in love) 

Eph 1:5: he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
his will, 

Eph 1:9: making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ 

Eph 1:11: In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will 

Everything is happening according to the conscious design of God.  In fact, this multi-faceted 
display of God’s wisdom through the redeemed church is an ageless design of God.  Paul calls it 
in v. 11 “an eternal purpose.”  Literally, it’s a “before the ages” purpose.  God has a plan and he 
has been working it out since before history.  God’s intention from all eternity was to make 
known his manifold wisdom through the church to the angels.  And the whole plan of displaying 
God’s wisdom was “realized in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Realized is translated: carried out 
(NASB); accomplished (NIV); achieved.  So the goal of God’s plan is accomplished in Christ 
Jesus.  Jesus is the central figure in the fulfillment of God’s plan. 
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And how is God’s plan to display his wisdom to the angels accomplished in Christ?  In the same 
way Paul has been talking about throughout this letter so far—through Jesus’ death, resurrection, 
and ascension.  And it’s on the basis of Jesus that we can come to the Father and therefore we 
pray in his name.  Our approach to our Father is “through our faith in [Jesus].” 

The second lesson in Paul’s schoolhouse of prayer is. .  

II. OUR ATTITUDE IN PRAYER 

v. 12: in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

What kind of praying is your praying?  Paul says our prayers should be characterized by these 
two attitudes: boldness and access with confidence. 

A. BOLDNESS 

“Boldness” was a word used to describe the freedom of speech granted to citizens of ancient 
Greece in the public assembly.  Citizens had a right to free speech.  In Paul’s day, it was used to 
describe friends speaking frankly with each other.  It’s the telling another the truth about life.  A 
sign of true friendship was/is to be able to speak freely with each other.  So the idea here of 
boldness wasn’t one of brashness.  We often think of someone who is bold is fearless and brash.  
It’s not that. This isn’t a brash kind of boldness. 

And neither is it a kind of casual, easy familiarity.  God is your friend, but he’s still your God. 

Heb 12:18: “let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire.” 

He blazes with white-hot holiness.  His friendship with you doesn’t change that and therefore 
there must be a reverence to our prayers.  Nevertheless, boldness is the idea of speaking freely.  
And you know you can speak freely because you’re accepted.  You’re not concealing anything 
from this close friend because you know the relationship won’t end when the truth comes out.  
So Paul is teaching that the Christian enjoys an openness with God that others don’t have.  We 
can speak to God with honest speech.  We speak to him not to gain approval, but because we’ve 
already been approved.  We’re not trying to persuade him to love us and accept us, but we’re 
speaking with candor because he has already loved us and accepted us.   

We can speak to God without fear.  With humility and a sense of awe—we come as a child 
before our Father—our Father who loves to listen to his children.  If you are in Christ, he is glad 
you are his son/daughter in Christ.  He is glad you are his child.  He is glad to turn his ear to you.  
Doesn’t it make you want to pray knowing that he is eager to hear from you—his child? 

Our attitude in prayer must also be a kind of. . .  
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B. ACCESS WITH CONFIDENCE 

If “boldness” means that we can speak freely to God, “access with confidence” means we can 
come freely to God.  We speak freely and we come freely.  We have, what might be called an 
entrée.  We are always welcome in his house.  We always have the privilege of admission.  The 
door is always open.  He’s never too busy.  Our relationship with our Father is so close, we 
always have open access to him.  Even when you just sinned.  For those who have faith in Christ 
– there is no rejection.  When you are in Christ, the door to the King’s chambers never closes.  
So we can pray at any time without fear of some kind of unworthiness to come.  That 
unworthiness has already been taken care of by Jesus’ worthiness on your behalf.  There’s no 
ritual of purity to go through.  As believer in Jesus, we come to our Father with a confidence that 
we are his. 

CONCLUSION 

Christians enjoy something that no other creature in the universe enjoys and that is direct access 
to God on the basis of grace.  The angels have access to God, but without the experience of 
grace.  Unbelievers don’t have access God.  But believers have access to God on the basis of 
grace.  Which gives us a unique privilege.  Paul knew that privilege and took full advantage of it.  
It was life and encouragement and hope to him. 

Is your prayer life able to sustain you in the hardships you face?  The only obstacle that stands 
between you and God in prayer is you.  The door to the King’s chamber has been flung wide 
open because of Jesus. 
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