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INTRODUCTION 

One of the most important parts of preparing a court case as a lawyer is finding credible 
witnesses.  You could have the law on your side, but if you didn’t have the facts on your side—if 
your witnesses didn’t appear to be credible, you might very well lose.  Our courtrooms depend 
on truthfulness.  Judges and juries evaluate the truthfulness of witnesses. They evaluate the 
credibility of opposing witnesses.  Can this man be trusted? Do I believe this woman? 

As we come to Ephesians 3, Paul had just written what he knew to be controversial truth.  What 
he wrote in the previous chapter was controversial.  And Paul knew it.  In fact, he wrote this 
letter from a prison in Rome and he had been arrested because he had proclaimed the same truth 
he wrote about in chapter 2.  His point in the last half of chapter 2 was that Jews and Gentiles can 
now worship together because of the gospel and they are now one new man—one body. 

And because of this situation, Paul prayed for the Ephesian church.  He was concerned that they 
would lose heart, he says in 3:13:  “I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, 
which is your glory.”  And Paul starts to write out how he prays for them.  Except that he 
interrupts himself.  He begins in 3:1: “For this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on 
behalf of you. . .”  And as soon as he gets there, he wants to clarify what he just wrote about in 
chapter 2.  So he interrupts his flow of thought and doesn’t resume his prayer until verse 14, 
where he begins again with the same phrase, “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father. . 
.” 

Verses 2-13 are a kind of parenthetical thought.  As Paul begins to write this third chapter (and 
you understand the chapter and verse divisions were put in later), he stops himself and feels 
compelled to affirm his authority for teaching the oneness of Jew and Gentile in Christ.  Verses 
2-13 expand on what he’s already said in 2:11-22.  He realizes the controversial nature of his 
message, so he provides the basis of his credibility. 

He’s already established his authority as an authentic apostle.  In 1:1, he calls himself “an apostle 
of Christ Jesus by the will of God.”  The Ephesian church knew him. They didn’t deny his 
apostolic authority.  They knew that God made Paul an apostle. Paul didn’t make himself an 
apostle.  The only true apostles were those called “by the will of God.”  And the authenticity of 
Paul’s apostolic ministry was in some sense even affirmed by his imprisonment.  He was 
suffering for the gospel message he proclaimed and yet he remained steadfast.  But he provides 
us more reasons for his credibility.  Paul doesn’t appeal just to his apostolic credentials.  He 
wants to show the Ephesian church that this particular aspect of the gospel—that Jews and 
Gentiles are now one in Christ—originated from God himself.  So Paul writes to establish his 
credibility in preaching the message of the gospel.  And in doing so, he strengthens our 
confidence in the message of the gospel. 
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Eph 3:1-6 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for 
you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

In this passage, we learn we can trust the gospel message Paul proclaimed for four reasons.    

I. PAUL’S MINISTRY WAS GOD-GIVEN 

v. 2: assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for 
you, 

Paul says he’s been given a “stewardship of God’s grace” for the Ephesian church.  Stewardship 
is the Gk word oikonomi,a.  Some versions: “administration, dispensation.”  Here, it has the idea 
of being a trustee or custodian over something he’s been entrusted.  The picture is of a great man 
owning a castle with great possessions and he cannot do everything himself.  So he appoints 
stewards. He puts one man in charge of this and another man in charge of that. They are 
responsible to him and on his behalf they administer his affairs according to the differing 
stewardships entrusted to them.  A steward in those days may have supervised bookkeeping, 
purchases, sales, planting and harvesting crops, preparing meals, managing other workers, and so 
on.  Here, Paul says God gave him a responsibility.  He had been given a stewardship of God’s 
grace.  God has entrusted him with a role. 

The Ephesians already knew this. Paul’s simply calling it to mind.  That phrase “assuming that” 
doesn’t necessarily express doubt. It’s a more refined, delicate way of making an assertion.  It is 
to say, “since you heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you”—
namely, because you heard it from me when I was with you in Ephesus those years. . . They 
knew of Paul’s faithfulness. 

One way we measure the greatness of a man is by how well he stewards the grace God has given 
him.  Everyone in God’s church has a stewardship. Paul’s stewardship was unique. But everyone 
has a stewardship. 

In 4:7: “Grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift” 

Do you take care of what God has given you?  Certainly the stewardship of God’s grace includes 
your possessions and money.  But it also includes your calling, your gifts, your talents, your 
opportunities, your knowledge, your sphere of friends and acquaintances.  You have a unique 
ministry all your own. 

• Only you have the gifts you have. 
• Only you have the experiences you have. 
• Only you have the exact set of friends, family, and acquaintances you have. 
• Only you have the exact role or job you have. 
• Only you can give God your worship in faithfully stewarding each of these graces. 
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You already have a ministry. No Christian is without a ministry.  Is God finding you faithful?  
He has placed you where you are, made you come into contact with who you know, given you 
the abilities he’s given you, in order for you to carry out his purposes right now.  We aren’t 
talking about your stewardship of God’s grace in your life: 

• Next year or 
• If things change or 
• I’m not sure how long I’ll be here or 
• I’m changing positions soon or 
• things are rough right now. 

I’m talking right now you have a stewardship.  Never mind tomorrow’s stewardship—tomorrow 
isn’t guaranteed and has enough problems of its own—I’m talking right now.  Are you making 
the most of the stewardship of God’s grace right now?  Paul was motivated to be faithful when 
he considered all that God has entrusted to him.  Don’t compare what God has entrusted you 
with to someone else.  You see, you don’t choose your stewardship.  God gives it to you. 

“assuming you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you’ 

Paul had a unique role in the foundation of the church. Only he had the responsibility that he 
had—and it was a major responsibility.  But he knew he didn’t earn it.  It was a grace given to 
him.  Up to this point, every time Paul has used the word grace he’s been talking about a central 
characteristic of salvation.  Now, he uses it as the hallmark of his own vocation.  Paul marveled 
at the responsibility he had been given considering his track record. 

v. 8: “though I am the very least of all the saints.” 

1 Tim 1:12-13: I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged 
me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 
insolent opponent. But I received mercy” 

So more specifically, what was the responsibility given to Paul by God?  That leads us to the 
second reason we can trust the gospel message Paul proclaimed, and that’s. . .  

II. PAUL’S MESSAGE WAS GOD-GIVEN 

Not only was Paul’s ministry God-given, so was his message. 

v. 3: how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 

So, “the mystery” was made known to him by revelation.  Now, to understand what Paul is 
saying, we need to understand what he means by mystery.  What’s the mystery Paul is talking 
about?  Mystery comes from the Gk word musth,rion.  And that word—mystery—occurs 
multiple times in the following verses: 

v. 3: the mystery was made known to me by revelation 

v. 4: you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ 
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v. 6: this mystery (ESV) 

v. 9: the plan of the mystery 

We’ve seen this word come up before: 

1:9: making known to us the mystery of his will 

And we’ll see it again in: 

5:32: this mystery is profound 

6:19: the mystery of the gospel 

Paul uses this word many times throughout his letters and what he’s referring to is different, 
depending upon the context.  But in chapter 3, we see the most fully developed conception of 
mystery in Paul’s writings.  So what does Paul mean by mystery?  The Greek word is not like the 
English word.  In English, a mystery is something dark, obscure, secret, puzzling, inexplicable, 
incomprehensible.  But the way it was originally used in Greek, it refers to something that, 
though previously hidden, is no longer closely guarded, it’s open.  Originally, it meant a truth 
into which someone had to be initiated.  But when Paul uses it—he doesn’t use it in a cultic way.  
In his writings, a mystery is a truth beyond human discovery—a truth revealed only by direct 
revelation from God and so now belongs openly to the whole church.  So a mystery is a truth 
previously hidden from human understanding, but has now been disclosed by the revelation of 
God and is out in the open.  It’s revealed by God.  It’s truth unknowable unless God discloses it.  
And that’s exactly how Paul uses it. 

“the mystery was made known to me by revelation” 

Revelation is from the Gk: apoka,luyin (apocalypse)  Paul says in Gal 1:11-12: For I would have 
you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not 
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ.”  So this mystery, Paul got from Jesus.  His Damascus Road experience in Acts 9 was 
just the beginning. 

Now, we know what the word mystery means, but we still haven’t said what it is. What is the 
mystery?   Paul tells us exactly what the mystery is in verse 6: 

v. 6: This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers 
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

So the mystery is what Paul’s been writing about since chapter 2:  Jews and Gentiles are united 
into one new body “in Christ” and “through the gospel.”  Paul uses three nouns here and each 
one in Greek has the prefix sun—which can be translated “together with/jointly with.”  The NIV 
probably translates this verse the best: 

“This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” 
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“Fellow heirs” emphasizes that Gentiles and Jews have the same legal standing before God as 
heirs of the inheritance.  “Members of the same body” emphasizes Gentiles and Jews are both 
equally members of God’s family.  And, “fellow partakers” of the promise is a summary way of 
stating that all of salvation’s benefits are experienced equally.  So the mystery or revelation that 
Paul received from God was the gospel.  And here, Paul is emphasizing that that aspect of the 
gospel that unites Jews and Gentiles—that came from God too.  It was formerly hidden (a 
mystery) but now has been revealed.  Paul had a unique role in the beginning life of the church.  
Outside of Jesus, he’s the most significant person in church history. 

• He laid more bricks in the foundation of the church than any other apostle (Quarles). 
• Wrote 13 of 27 NT books (1/4th the volume of the NT). 
• 16 chapters in Acts feature Paul. 
• When the chapters in Acts are combined with the letters he wrote, Paul is either the 

author of or the subject of 1/3rd of the NT. 
• “Paul’s influence on the development of Christianity is without parallel. He was highly 

effective as a Christian missionary and church planter and is a key interpreter of Jesus’ 
life, death, resurrection, and return.” (Quarles). 

Paul had a unique stewardship of God’s grace.  He played a strategic role in proclaiming the 
gospel to the Gentiles.  Other apostles and prophets went to the Gentiles too.  But Paul was the 
chief herald of the truth that the Gentiles are included in the family of God through the gospel.  
He’s the apostle that really brings to light this effect of the gospel.  So, again, not only was 
Paul’s ministry God-given, his message was also God-given.  Third, we can trust the gospel 
message Paul proclaimed because. . .  

III. THE MESSAGE IS SELF-EVIDENT TO GOD’S PEOPLE 

v. 4: When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 

Paul knew that his letter would be read by the church and he wanted them to really grasp what he 
was saying.  He wanted them to truly understand.  As they thought about what Paul had written, 
they would understand.  The truth of the message would become self-evident because the Spirit 
reveals the truth to his own. 

1 Cor 2:12: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
we might understand the things freely given us by God. 

And then later in v. 16, Paul says, “we have the mind of Christ.”  In other words, we have the 
Spirit of God inside us and one of his roles is to provide illumination, to provide understanding 
into the insights of Scripture.  So, essentially, Paul is saying that the Spirit would provide the 
necessary confirmation that Paul’s message of the gospel was true.  Through reflection on the 
gospel, it would be apparent that there could be no distinctions between ethnic groups since all 
ethnicities are equally guilty before God and all are saved by a common Savior. 

Finally, Paul’s proclamation of the gospel is trustworthy because. . .   
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IV. THE MESSAGE CAME IN GOD’S TIMING 

v. 5: which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 

Before the NT apostles and prophets, the union of Jews and Gentiles in their union with Christ 
wasn’t known.  These apostles and prophets, including Paul, were given insight into this mystery 
that even the greatest of the OT prophets weren’t given.  From the OT, it was revealed that: 

• Through Abraham all families of the earth would be blessed 
• The Messiah would receive the nations as his inheritance 
• Israel would be a light to the nations 
• The nations will flow to Jerusalem? 

But the OT passages that relate to this mystery could only be fully understood in light of the NT 
teaching.  The OT prophets had no vision for the church—they had no vision for the assembling 
of the saved into one new body.  The OT didn’t reveal the radical union of Jews and Gentiles and 
a complete equality between them so that ethnicity is beside the point.  Many Jews believed that, 
although Jews and Gentiles would be together in the Messiah’s kingdom, it would only be 
because the Gentiles would exist to serve the Jews in the kingdom. Gentiles wouldn’t be on 
equal footing.  But the gospel is the clarifying lens that shows us how the OT promises of Jew 
and Gentile togetherness happens.  So the credibility of Paul’s message is also seen in God’s 
timing.  All of this was revealed on God’s time table. 

CONCLUSION 

So four reasons to trust Paul’s gospel message—even though it was controversial in its day— 

1. Paul’s ministry was God-given 
2. Paul’s message was God-given 
3. The message is self-evident to God’s people 
4. The message came in God’s timing. 

We don’t have the same ministry as Paul.  But we do carry around the same message.  He have 
the same gospel.  And God would have us grow in our confidence in the truthfulness of the 
gospel, even as we are found faithful in sharing the gospel in the stewardship that God has given 
us. 
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