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GOD’S MULTI-COLORED WISDOM 
Ephesians 3:7-10 (No. 16) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
August 2, 2015 

INTRODUCTION 

My aim in this message is for you to understand the critical role you have in building Christ’s 
church and to call you to lay down your life for the cause of building the global church of Christ.  
Last week, I tried to show you that, like Paul, you have a unique stewardship—a unique 
ministry—that only you can do. 

When you consider: 

• the people you know 
• the gifts you have 
• the experiences you’ve been through 
• the job that you hold 
• and the time and place that you live 

When you consider all that—you are the only person in history with that unique combination of 
factors in life.  And since God does nothing by accident, he has placed you in the world at this 
time “for such a time as this.”  Therefore, you have a ministry that only you can do and God has 
made you responsible for a ministry.  Whatever else your ministry is, when you boil it down, it is 
simply this: you are to live for Christ and to speak of Christ. 

This week, I want to provide you with a God-given incentive for you to be faithful in carrying 
out the ministry that God has given you—to live for Christ and to speak of Christ. 

Eph 3:1-13 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for 
you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your 
glory. 
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Connection Between Last Week and This Week 

We touched on Paul’s unique ministry last time.  He was appointed by God to bring the gospel to 
the nations—the Gentiles.  And he received this gospel by direct revelation from God.  Now 
there’s a phrase that Paul repeats in both v. 2 and v. 7.  It’s not as apparent in the English, but it’s 
very apparent in the Greek.  τῆς χάριτος τοῦ θεοῦ τῆς δοθείσης μοι  “the grace of God given to 
me.”  You see that translated in v. 2: “God’s grace that was given to me.”  And again, translated 
in v. 7: “God’s grace, which was given me.” 

When an author repeats the same phrase inside a paragraph, he’s either a sloppy, lazy writer, or 
he’s doing it on purpose to highlight something.  “the grace of God given to me.”  So if you ask 
what grace of God was given to Paul?  The answer in v. 3 (as we saw last week) was revelation 
of the mystery of the gospel.  The answer in v. 7 (as we’ll see this week) is a commissioning to 
preach the gospel.  So the grace in vv.2-3 is revelation and the grace in v. 7 is commission.  And 
that forms the outline of vv. 1-10: 

vv. 1-6: the mystery revealed to Paul 

vv. 7-10: the ministry entrusted to Paul 

So if you put the two together, Paul’s point here in his letter is that by the grace of God, Paul 
received the revelation of the mystery of the gospel in order to proclaim the gospel to the nations.  
That was Paul’s ministry.  Grace has been given to Paul—a grace of a peculiar revelation and a 
grace of a particular ministry. 

Outline: Now, as we walk through vv. 7-10, I want us to observe Paul’s ministry as a way to 
encourage our own.  And when we get to the end, we’ll make one final, specific application. 

I. OBSERVE PAUL’S SERVANT-HEART 

v. 7: Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power. 

He was “made a minister.”  Minister = Gk dia,konoj (lit.: servant).  The term used for a servant 
of a king.  Also used of a waiter.  At the wedding of Cana, it was the dia,konoj, the 
servants/waiters who bring out the good wine when Jesus turns the water to wine.  Now, the 
waiter doesn’t prepare the meal; he brings the meal to those in need.  The waiter doesn’t have 
anything to boast about—his job is to bring out the delicious meal without messing it up.  God 
uses the lowly.  He uses the person who doesn’t want to be made much of.  John the Baptist said, 
“He must increase and I must (what?) decrease” (Jn 3:30).  That’s the heart of a servant: 

• “I don’t want to be made much of. 
• I don’t want a platform. 
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• I don’t need a stage. 
• I don’t want the recognition. 
• I don’t need to be congratulated.” 

God is not interested in competing with you for praise.  He is the sun, you are to be the moon. 
The moon doesn’t generate light, it only reflects light.  The moon never said to the sun: “I don’t 
need you. I think I’ll light up the night sky on my own.”  You were made to be like the moon—
reflecting the glory of the Son of God.  God uses the lowly. 

And we remember from last week that this ministry was a privileged gift of God that he didn’t 
earn—it was “the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.”  Grace, 
in this context, is God’s enabling power to minister.  Now, notice how much Paul emphasizes 
that God is the source of his power to minister.   

First, he says he was “made a minister.” Passive voice. He didn’t appoint himself. This 
happened to him.   
Second, he describes his ministry as a gift to him—“I was made a minister according to 
the gift of God’s grace.” He didn’t earn this. 
Third, he names the source of his ministry—“according to the gift of God’s grace” 
Fourth, he repeats this idea of his ministry as a gift with another passive verb--“grace, 
which was given me.” So both the position of ministry and the power to carry out the 
ministry were given to Paul. 
Fifth, he emphasizes that his ability to carry out the ministry comes from the power of 
God—“by his power.” God enables his ministry to happen 

So Paul is clearly eager to give God the praise in God’s extraordinary work through Paul.  So 
Paul models a servant’s heart.  And he models humility. His desire was to turn people’s eyes off 
himself and turn them to God.  And, in fact, that’s the second aspect of Paul’s ministry to 
observe. . . 

II. OBSERVE PAUL’S HUMILITY 

v. 8-9: To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things 

In the Greek, the words “to me” are emphasized.  Contrary to what you might think, he doesn’t 
emphasize himself to call attention to himself, but for exactly the opposite purpose.  Paul is 
astounded to be part of God’s plan of salvation considering he should have been part of God’s 
plan of retribution.  He deserved the worst of hell, not the best of heaven.  He feels privileged to 
even be considered part of what God is doing in the world.  “To me. . . this grace was given.”  
And he underscores this feeling with the phrase, “I am the very least of all the saints.”   
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Paul does, in this phrase, what is impossible but what is possible theologically.  He takes a 
superlative.  A superlative is a word that expresses the highest degree.  Like the word “best.”  
And he turns the superlative into a comparative.  A comparative is a word that compares two 
things.  Like the word better.  In the Greek, he turns the superlative “least” into a comparative 
“less,” so that linguistically he comes up with, literally, “leaster” or “less than the least.” 

Linguistically, that’s impossible.  But theologically, Paul is driving home the point of his 
unworthiness.  Some, in fact, have even wondered if Paul is making a play on words here.  His 
Roman surname Paulus is Latin for the word “little.”  So, he’s saying, “I am Paul, the little, who 
is littler than the littlest of all Christians.” 

Observe Paul’s humility!  Earlier in his ministry Paul wrote: 1 Co 15:9: “I am the least of the 
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”  Later in his 
ministry Paul wrote: 1 Ti 1:15: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”  So from least 
among the apostles to least of all the saints to the chief of sinners. 

Spiritual growth is a growth downward.  To be affected by grace is to grow low.  Paul’s humility 
was not a false humility.  He had an accurate perception on his position before his holy God.  
This phrase Paul uses—“the very least of all the saints”—is not only a model of humility for us, 
but it is also a great encouragement to us.  When you think of all that Paul did—the apostle who 
laid more bricks in the foundation of the church than any other—you might say: “That’s Paul and 
God used him in a mighty way, but in comparison my role in God’s kingdom is quite small.” 

I want to come back to your role in God’s kingdom in just a bit, but consider this: When Paul 
says he was “the very least of all the saints,” he’s saying that God used an ordinary sinner to 
accomplish these things.  Or maybe more accurately, God used an extraordinary sinner to lay the 
foundation of the church (2:20). 

So there is great hope that because Paul was a mere sinner, God can do much through even us if 
we faithfully walk in obedience to him.  God uses ordinary sinners in extraordinary ways all the 
time.  Redeemed sinners: the only kind of people God uses.   

Now, the ministry that God entrusted to Paul was two-fold, according to this passage.  And the 
two-parts are signaled by the word “to” (T-O). 

v.8: “to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

v.9: “to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 

Now, it makes sense that if Paul’s special contribution as an apostle was to specifically reach the 
nations with the gospel and proclaim their inclusion into the promises of God, then it makes 
sense that he lists preaching “to the Gentiles” first. 
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As we’ve seen before, “preach” comes from the Gk word for gospel.  Paul is gospeling the 
gospel to the Gentiles.  He’s announcing the good news that the Messiah came and offered 
himself up for the nations as well as the Jews.  The nations receive all the riches of Christ and 
lack none of his blessings. All of those blessings Paul has covered in chapters 1 and 2 are ours.  
We are a people who… 

• Will be resurrected physically and have already been resurrected spiritually while we 
were dead in our sins 

• We’ve been rescued from sin 
• We are spiritually enthroned with Jesus and are victorious over God’s enemies 
• We have been reconciled to God and are no longer his enemies 
• We enjoy peace with God 
• We enjoy peace with other believers—regardless of the color of their skin or the heritage 
• We have direct access to our Father 
• We have the Holy Spirit indwelling us 
• We will receive a glorious inheritance to come. 

Paul speaks of all these blessings and more as “the unsearchable riches of Christ” because none 
of them were anticipated from the OT.  Unsearchable = lit. “that which cannot be traced out.”  
Your pencil doesn’t have enough lead in it to trace the infinite line that spells out all of Christ’s 
riches.   

Verse 9 tells us the second part of Paul’s ministry.  The gospel Paul proclaims is not just for the 
nations, it’s “to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things.”  We saw last time what this mystery is.  A mystery—in the way Paul 
uses it—is a truth that can only be revealed by God.  And the mystery that God revealed is his 
plan to include the nations into his family through the gospel.  Anyone who trusts in Christ alone 
will be saved. This plan of God originated with God.  He originates or “creates all things.”  So 
the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection spreading across the globe was the plan of God 
from the beginning.  The Jewish rejection of their Messiah opened the way for Gentile inclusion 
into the family of God, but their rejection was known before it happened.  God always had a plan 
to save the people of the nations who would trust in his Son. 

Paul sees his ministry as one that brings light to what God is doing.  So what’s the purpose in the 
proclamation of the gospel? Paul tells us in verse 10. And it’s there that we. . .  

III. OBSERVE PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE 

v.10: so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

Verse 10 begins with the words “so that.”  Those words indicate a purpose statement. 
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Paul is going to tell us the purpose for the preaching of the gospel.  And it’s not what you’d 
expect.  In fact, I would imagine you’ve rarely, if ever, thought about what he says in verse 10.  I 
feel safe in saying that it has never occurred to you to pray for what he teaches in v. 10.  You’ve 
never read a book about it.  You’ve likely never heard a sermon on it. But the purpose he gives is 
very powerful.  The gospel is proclaimed around the world and gathers a people to God called 
“the church”—see that in v. 10?  And what does the church do, according to v. 10? 

“through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places.” 

So the purpose of the gathered church is to display or “make known” the wisdom of God “to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.”  To understand v. 10, let’s start by asking who are 
the “rulers and authorities in the heavenly places?”  Paul uses a similar phrasing in 6:12: “For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.” 

So we’ve got “rulers. . .  authorities. . . heavenly places” in both passages.  In 6:12, Paul’s focus 
is on evil spiritual forces that we might call demons—fallen angels.  In 3:10, he doesn’t specify 
whether the rulers and authorities are good or bad—and I don’t think we have to choose. He’s 
speaking about angels in general.  These angels live in the “heavenly places” or lit. “the 
heavenlies.”  That’s less a physical location than a spiritual sphere. 

1:3: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

1:20: he raised [Christ] from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 

In both those instances, “heavenly places” refers to the dwelling place of God.  If you asked Paul 
where that was, he would have said, “Up!” Because that’s the direction you go when you move 
away from earth.  The heavenlies is the abode of God and the angels.  The heavenlies is the place 
where both good and evil angels reside and attempt to influence the earth. 

So in 3:10, Paul is saying that through church, God is displaying his manifold wisdom to the 
angelic realm—both good angels and evil angels.  What does he mean by “manifold wisdom”?  
The word “manifold” is an interesting word.  As Paul writes it here, this is the only place in the 
NT that it occurs.  It’s a compound word made up of two words.  The first part is the word 
(polu,j).  From which we get the prefix “poly” as in “polygon”—a many-sided shape.  So it 
means “much, many.”  The second part is the word (poi,kiloj).  It’s a common adjective that 
means, “many-colored, diversified, multi-faceted, many-sided.”  It’s used, for example, to 
describe multi-colored clothing.  For example, in the Greek version of the OT, it’s used to 
describe Joseph’s coat of many colors.  The two words combined, then, literally means 
something like “very much, many-colored.”   
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When the word is used in Gk literature outside the NT, the compound word refers to flowers of 
many colors or rich, intricate, complex embroidery.  So in the church the multi-faceted, multi-
colored wisdom of God is seen.  It’s like this crystal sun-catcher that I gave Ingrid one 
Christmas.  If you just look at it—you can see some colors in it, but it’s mainly clear.  But if you 
bring it into the direct beams of the sunlight. . . . it explodes into an array of colors. 

When the church is viewed in light of God’s wisdom, the vast array of God’s wisdom is seen.  
It’s this beautifully complex wisdom of God that is made known to the angels through the 
church.  In the church, God redeems his enemies.  In the church, God gives grace to those who 
deserve hell.  In the church, God gathers for himself a people from every color, every age, every 
background, every nation.  In the church, God breaks down every wall of separation that natural 
man so easily erects.  In the church, God places his precious Holy Spirit into jars of clay and uses 
them to risk their lives, their relationships, their comfort, their reputations to spread the gospel.  
And the angels witness this most impressive display of God’s multi-colored wisdom. 

Throughout the ages, no doubt demons have wanted to know God’s plans in order to frustrate 
them. No doubt they fed animosity between Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, men and women, 
white and black in order to divide God’s people.  Throughout the ages, good angels have longed 
to decipher God’s plans—longing to look into these things (1 Peter 1:11-12).  And the church 
becomes the way God displays his beautifully complex wisdom to the heavenlies. 

It’s like when you sit in a movie theater and look up.  You see the beam of the projector’s light 
overhead and it’s big, bright, and colorful.  But until that projector’s light hits the screen, all the 
beauty of the beams aren’t seen.  The church is that screen that the beam of God’s wisdom 
projects upon and the angels see.  The world may ignore the church, belittle the church, 
marginalize the church, ridicule the church. . . But the cosmic powers are captivated by the 
church!  And surely, they are most captivated by the wisdom of God in his grace—the very 
attribute of God Paul keeps highlighting. 

God’s angels have no personal experience of grace.  Good angels (“angels”) aren’t fallen and 
therefore have no need of grace.  Bad angels (“demons”) are fallen, but will never be redeemed.  
As one pastor said, “No angel will ever personally sing ‘Amazing Grace.’”  All angels see grace, 
but they cannot taste grace.  O what a privilege you have over the angels, Christian, that you 
have tasted grace.  That you have experienced an aspect of God’s character that not even the 
angels have experienced… 

• though they have lived for millennia upon millennia 
• and have seen God  
• and have been in his presence  
• and have witnessed much of the history of salvation 

Yet, they have not tasted and experienced what you have been privileged to taste and experience. 
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O how great are the “unsearchable riches of Christ” (v. 8)! 

• The breadth of his riches are unexplorable 
• The boundaries of his riches are unmappable 
• The depths of his riches are unfathomable 
• The supply of his riches inexhaustible 
• The heights of his riches illimitable 
• The comprehension of his riches inscrutable 
• The value of his riches incalculable 

As Paul himself said in Romans 11:33: “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!” 

CONCLUSION 

Now, God has, I think, a final application in this passage for us.  And to see it, let’s briefly walk 
backwards through the passage.  God wants to display his manifold wisdom to the angels (v. 10).  
How does that happen?  Through the church (v.10).  How does the church form?  Through the 
preaching of the gospel (v.8-9).  Who does that preaching?  Paul, the least of the saints (v. 7) 

So, we move from the display of God’s beautifully complex wisdom to the gathered church from 
all the nations to the preaching of the riches of Christ to the nations to the ordinary sinner who 
served by grace.  Now surely you see a glimpse of yourself in that phrase—“the least of all the 
saints.”  It starts with you—a redeemed sinner with many imperfections and much to grow in and 
of whom much grace is required.  And you live for Christ and speak of Christ.  And God uses 
you to add to his church and deepen the affections of those in his church.   

And the manifold wisdom of God is then displayed to angels filled with wonder.  Is it possible 
that you have lived with far too little awareness of the great reality of belonging to Christ?  Is it 
possible that you have seldom felt the cosmic significance of your role within Christ’s church?  
Will you consider how your job, your home, your leisure, your meals, your church involvement 
and attendance contributes to the mysterious and wonderful reaches this world and another world 
that you cannot see? 

PRAY 

• Stretch our imagination to see the wonders of what you’re doing in the church and the 
significance of the choices we make. 

• Find us faithful to live for your Son and to speak of your Son 
• Grow us in humility, make us faithful, glad-hearted servants, and change our perspective. 
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