
www.tccathens.org 

1 

 

LOVE INCORRUPTIBLE 
Ephesians 6:21-24 (No. 51) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
June 12, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

I want to begin our last message in Ephesians by reminding you how this letter came about and 
Paul’s history with the church in Ephesus.  Paul visited Ephesus two times prior to writing this 
letter. 

First Visit 

His first visit occurred approximately in the fall of 52 A.D. (Acts 18:18-21).  Paul was wrapping 
up his second missionary journey through Greece and Asia and surrounding areas as he took the 
gospel to the Gentiles and planted churches.  He arrived in Ephesus from Corinth along with 
Priscilla and Aquilla.  The Jews welcomed him to the city and he went to the local synagogue, 
where he “reasoned with the Jews.”  He patiently taught them about Christ. 

His stay in Ephesus on this first visit wasn’t long—possibly a week or as long as a month.  
Nevertheless, it was sufficient to plant the seeds of the gospel and the church.  From there, he 
traveled on, promising to return to Ephesus if the Lord willed, and left his friends Priscilla and 
Aquilla behind in Ephesus to minister and continue the work. 

Second Visit  

About a year later—in the fall of 53 A.D.—he returned for a second visit on the front-end of his 
3rd missionary journey (Acts 19).  Just like before, Paul went to the synagogue and spoke boldly 
about the kingdom of God and Christ.  That lasted for 3 months before opposition to his teaching 
was strong enough that he withdrew to the hall of Tyrannus.  That was evidently a lecture hall 
either owned by Tyrannus or a place where a philosopher named Tyrannus taught.  At the hall, 
he taught daily, probably during the afternoon, for two years. 

Ephesus was the most important city in Asia Minor.  It was a port city along trade routes.  So 
people from all over the world would journey through Ephesus.  As people came through 
Ephesus, many heard the teachings of Paul.  The Lord used Paul’s two-year public teaching to 
spread the gospel far beyond Ephesus so that (Acts 19:10) “all the residents of Asia heard the 
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greek.” 

As is often the case, with the success of the ministry also came opposition.  The calm would turn 
to chaos.  Paul brought a message of redemption and it turned into a riot.  Ephesus was home to 
the temple of Artemis/Diana.  The temple was a magnificent 300 years old structure, known as 
one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world.  People from all over would come and worship the 
cult of Artemis in Ephesus.  Where you find cults, you find a ploy for money.  The silversmiths 
in Ephesus had a great industry making idols and other cultic paraphernalia.  As the gospel 
advanced in the city, people turned to Christ rather than Artemis and it cut into their profits.  So 
one of the local silversmiths stirred up a mob against Paul and his teaching (you can read the 
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story in Acts 19).  After the protest died down, Paul decided to leave Ephesus a month earlier 
than he planned to continue his 3rd missionary journey through Macedonia. 

Meeting with the Elders 

This was the last time he set foot in Ephesus before he wrote this letter.  A year after he left, as 
he was returning from his 3rd missionary journey and bound for Jerusalem, he came to a port city 
south of Ephesus called Miletus.  There he sent for the church leaders in Ephesus to come to him.  
When they came, he gathered with them for a brief time and told them: 

1. He was headed for Jerusalem 
2. He would never see them again 
3. He reminded them he had taught them the whole counsel of God and they know had 

responsibility. 
4. He warned them false teachers would come in from among them and lead people astray. 
5. And he exhorted them to alert and to trust God in the word of his grace. 

Then they prayed, they all wept, and he boarded a ship. 

Imprisonment 

From there, Paul eventually came to Jerusalem.  The story is long and takes up the rest of Acts: 
from chapter 21 to the end of the book.  In brief, the Jews in Jerusalem had Paul arrested for 
preaching the gospel.  They were angry that he claimed God was saving Gentiles (non-Jews).   

After he was arrested, he was taken to Caesarea, where he was imprisoned for two years.  
Awaiting trial, he appealed his innocence to Caesar (Nero), which was his right as a Roman 
citizen.  So he was transferred to Rome, where he remained under house arrest for 2 years 
awaiting his appeal.  Sometime during that 2 year house arrest, he wrote this letter to the 
Ephesian church.  He also wrote Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.  Likely, all four letters 
were written toward the end of his imprisonment in Rome because he seems to anticipate his 
release from imprisonment in both Philemon and Philippians.  He was in fact released and he 
ministered for several more years before he was imprisoned in Rome a second time and 
eventually beheaded. 

So Christians in Ephesus knew Paul.  From his last visit to Ephesus to the time he wrote the 
letter, there may have been a 5-7 year time gap.  But nevertheless, he needed no introduction to 
them.  No doubt the news of Paul’s imprisonment spread to the churches, especially those he 
planted.  And naturally, the believers in Ephesus were concerned about his welfare.  The love 
they had for Paul was demonstrated by the affection showed by the Ephesian church leaders 
when Paul told them they would never see each other again.  And Paul was concerned for the 
church’s welfare too.  He kept tabs on the churches he planted and ministered to. 

In Eph 1:15, Paul writes: “I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. . .”  He 
received a good report about the condition of the church.  In response, Paul wrote this letter: 

1. to remind them of the riches they had in union with Christ 
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2. to remind them of the blessings of the gospel 
3. to exhort them, on the basis of these truths, to live as they had been called—as children of 

God. 

But how was Paul personally doing?  This wasn’t so easy to put in a letter.  Parchment was 
expensive: One study estimates that the book of Romans, for example, would have taken 2-3 
days to write out and cost nearly $3,000 in today’s dollars to produce—for each copy.  Luke and 
Acts would have each cost at least $7,000.  Ephesus is shorter than Romans—but still, perhaps it 
would cost $800 to 1,000?  That’s not an easy sum to come by when you’re chained to a guard 
under house arrest or imprisoned for 4 years.  When writing a letter is so costly, you choose your 
words carefully.  How, then, does Paul convey his personal condition to the people who love him 
in Ephesus?  The answer is found in our passage this morning. 

This final paragraph can be divided in half: 

• v. 21-22: Paul’s pattern of love 
• v. 23-24: Paul’s prayer for love 

So, again, how did he convey his personal condition to the Ephesian church? 

I. THE PATTERN OF LOVE 

Ephesians 6:21-22: So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the 
beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. I have sent him to you 
for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts. 

Paul sent Tychicus, who was a close friend and co-worker, from Rome to Ephesus with the 
letter.  Tychicus would have known of Paul’s condition because he was with Paul.  And Paul 
trusted Tychicus not only with this letter, but also to truly convey how Paul was doing.  In those 
days, you didn’t simply drop your letter off with the post office.  The Roman postal system was 
developed, but reserved for the exclusive use of government official.  If you wanted a letter to go 
somewhere, it had to travel with someone.  You could send it with someone you knew—but 
travel was expensive. 

Another study I read concludes that Paul’s journey to Rome—a distance of 2,344 miles, 
spanning 36 days—would have cost about 700 denarii.  A denarius equaled a day’s wage. So it 
was a cost of 2 years of wages.  Alternatively, you could just send a letter with an unknown 
person who was going in the right direction and hope it got there.  But for Paul, the letter and the 
message was too important for that. So he sent Tychicus. 

By the way, Tychicus is also mentioned in connection with the later to the church at Colossae. 
And that letter is connected with the letter to Philemon.  And Colossians 4:16 mentions a letter to 
Laodicea, which was never considered Scripture, but something Paul wrote.  So Tychicus 
probably carried with him what we now regard as: Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon, in 
addition to any other correspondence Paul sent.  Paul trusted Tychicus.  Tychicus is mentioned in 
5 different passages in the NT, including this one.  It appears he was a Gentile convert from Asia 
Minor (modern day Turkey)—perhaps coming from Ephesus.  Sometime after the riot in 
Ephesus, Acts 20 tells us that Tychicus accompanied Paul at the end of his 3rd missionary 



www.tccathens.org 

4 

 

journey as Paul headed for Jerusalem.  In some of Paul’s later books—Titus and 2 Timothy—
Tychicus is mentioned.  In Titus (3:12, written after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, Paul plans 
to send either Artemas or Tychicus to replace Titus in Crete and continue the work there so that 
Titus could come visit Paul.  In 2 Timothy, written during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, 
Paul tells Timothy he has sent Tychicus to Ephesus (perhaps another time). 

Paul describes Tychicus in our passage as: v. 21: “a beloved brother.”  He had a warm affection 
for Tychicus.  He would have meant so much to Paul as he was under house arrest—someone 
who was a source of encouragement, who could minister to Paul personally and spiritually.  He’s 
also described as a: “faithful minister.”  Minister = Gk dia,konoj.  This is a word used 100 times 
in the NT.  It’s the word we get “deacon” from. But in the NT, it’s only used that way in a couple 
places (1 Tim 3; Phil 1:1).  That’s not what Paul means by it here.  Originally, the word was used 
of someone who performed menial tasks, such as waiting tables.  But the church broadened the 
meaning to include someone who served, someone who ministered (should describe every 
Christian). 

Tychicus was faithful in serving the church—he was a co-laborer with Paul, laying down his life 
for fellow believers—even doing the lowly, difficult tasks.  He was willing to make the long 
(even dangerous) trip to Ephesus.  Colossians 4 includes a third description of Tychicus: “fellow 
servant.”  The Greek word is su,ndouloj.  A co-slave; a fellow man sold out to Christ completely 
as his Master.  This is the resume of an excellent ministry assistant: 

• Someone you love being with 
• Someone who is faithful and follows-through 
• Someone willing to do the hard work and lowly work 
• Someone who is supremely loyal to Jesus 

It’s no wonder Paul trusted Tychicus to deliver this letter and to represent Paul’s condition.  
Truly, that Paul sent such a man to Ephesus was an act of love.  Paul could have used Tychicus 
in Rome for personal needs.  But he released him to serve the brothers and sisters in Ephesus.  
That leads us to the final two verses of Paul’s letter.  What is Paul’s final words to the 
Ephesians? 

Here, we see. . .  

II. THE PRAYER FOR LOVE 

Ephesians 6:23-24: Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible. 

It’s fitting that he closes with a word of prayer.  More precisely, it’s a benediction.  A 
benediction is sometimes called a prayer-wish.  It’s a prayer asking that God bring blessing to 
them.  We close our service with a benediction prayer—a prayer of blessing.  What kind of 
prayer does Paul pray for this church he loves?  He is like a spiritual father to them.  As his 
beloved spiritual children, what does he wish for his children?  He asks for four blessing from 
God.  All 4 have been major themes in the book and are basic to the Christian life.   
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Peace 
The, first, is peace: “peace be to the brothers” As we saw in chapter 2, the peace that Christians 
enjoy flows in two directions.  Vertically, we have peace with God.   

Eph 2:3: we were “children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 

Eph 2:12: we were once “separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” 

But now we have peace with God: 

Eph 2:13-14: But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility. 

By Christ’s death, the holy, just wrath of God was satisfied.  And that peace also now effects 
how we treat each other, so that we have peace horizontally with other believers.  If all of our 
sins are forgiven, there’s no reason to hold offense against any other believers.  Since the foot of 
the cross is level, as we gather there, there is no superiority of male or female, race, nationality, 
age, or birth status. 

Love 
Second, he asks for “love.”  Love is mentioned three times in these last two verses.  And love is 
a prominent theme throughout Ephesians.  We don’t have time to walk through all the 
references. But, in summary, Paul has written about: 

• God’s love for believers 
• Christ’s love for believers 
• Love for one another in the body of Christ 
• Husbands loving their wives 
• Believers acting in love. 
• And, then, in the last verse, our love for Christ. 

He says in .v 24: “Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.”  
Incorruptible has the idea of undying, unending, enduring love. Love that death won’t end.  Paul 
uses this term ‘incorruptible’ many times in 1 Cor. 15 to describe our new body we will receive 
in the resurrection: a body that is incorruptible.  So this is a love for Christ that is sincere such 
that it doesn’t end: 

• Not even death can end it 
• Not even trials can end it. 

It’s a sad testimony of the Ephesians church that about 30 years later, Christ himself rebukes the 
Ephesian church for lack of love:  

Revelation 2:3-4: I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not 
grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 
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Their love for Christ had become cold.  So Jesus calls on them to repent.  That’s a warning to our 
church as well. Just because a church starts well, doesn’t mean it will endure well.  In some 
ways, then, these words in v. 24 are haunting, since we know the rest of the story.  But this is 
Paul’s prayer-wish for the church—a sincere love for Christ that remains.  True believers abide 
in their love for Christ.  One of the evidences of authentic faith is a true love for Christ.  Where 
you don’t see that, you have to question a person’s profession of faith. 

Faith 

And because love and faith go hand-in-hand, the third gift from God Paul prays to abound in the 
church is faith: “love with faith.”  Just as peace is a gift from God, and love is a gift from God, 
so is faith a gift from God. 

Ephesians 2:8: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God 

Faith is trust in God. Believing what he says and acting upon it.  From saving faith in believing 
that I’m a sinner, I need a savior, and Christ became my substitute.  To ongoing faith in trusting 
God in the day-to-day trials. 

Grace 

And finally, there’s grace.  Grace is the favor of God that we don’t deserve.  Chapter 1 is filled 
with the gracious works of God on our behalf from the Trinity. 

CONCLUSION 

Peace, love, faith, grace—Paul prays that the church would enjoy the ongoing experiences of 
these.  And so it is with us.  That we would be a church that would never forget the peace, love, 
faith, and grace that God has granted to us.  By remembering these blessings—by delighting in 
these blessings—we will continue to be faithful to God and live the Christian life to the fullest. 
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