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STRENGTH FOR WEAK FAITH 
Genesis 15:1–6 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
January 24, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

When we think of some of the men and women of the OT. We often think of them solely as 
mighty men/women of faith.  And they were mighty in faith. (Hebrews 11 tells us so.)  But they 
were men and women.  And so they had doubts. They had fears. They struggled. They were 
tempted.  So they lived like us in that respect.  And because of that, we can learn a lot in God’s 
dealing with them. 

One of the lessons repeated over and over in the OT, is the need to trust God.  The OT and NT is 
filled with stories and commands designed to strengthen your faith.  And Genesis 15 is such a 
passage.  In Genesis 15, we become better acquainted with Abram (Abraham).  He was mighty 
in faith.  Yet he struggled just like we do.  He is a man who came to a crisis and needed Got to 
intervene and strengthen his faith.  And it’s for this reason that I want us to take a look at this 
episode in his life and learn from it so that our faith would be strengthened.  In Gen 15:1-6, we’ll 
see three truths to remember when your faith is weak: remember his protection, his promises, 
and his provision. 

Gen 15:1-6 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what 
will you give me, for I continue[a]childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my 
household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall 
not be your heir; your very own son[b] shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 

 
First, we learn in this passage that. . .  

I. WHEN YOUR FAITH IS WEAK, REMEMBER HIS PROTECTION (15:1) 

v. 1: After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

A. THE SETTTING 

As we meet Abram, he is afraid. (v. 1: “Fear not Abram”).  Fear can make our faith weak.  Why 
was Abram afraid?  “After this…”  Abram’s nephew, Lot, kidnapped by a powerful band of 4 
kings and their armies (14:12).  So Abram assembled an army of 318 trained men (14:14). And 
he went out after the kings to rescue Lot. (14:15-16).  So Abram may have feared retaliation—
what if the kings regrouped and came back? He may have felt unprotected. Where Abram lived 
was relatively flat—no geographic structures to protect him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-363a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-365b
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God’s people are sometimes afraid.  And we’re often most vulnerable:   

(1) When exhausted. When you output exceeds your input, your upkeep will be your 
downfall.  Depressed? I always check first: sleep schedule. 

(2) After great spiritual victory {surprising}.  

Have you read about Elijah in 1 Kings 18-19? Elijah was a prophet of God. God used him to do a 
miracle to prove once and for all that false gods were not gods at all and that there is only one 
true God. Elijah got rid of all the false prophets in the land of Israel. He has a great spiritual 
victory. But then he gets word that a woman named Jezebel seeks to kill him. Afraid, he runs for 
his life, goes into the desert, sits down under a tree, and “prayed that he might die.” 

What is it that you are afraid of? What keeps you up at night? What causes you anxiety? What 
are you avoiding? What are you running from? What is it that you can hardly bear to face?  We 
need to deal with our fears because they can be hindrances to faith. 

B. GOD COMFORTS ABRAM’S FEAR IN FOUR WAYS: 

1. God conquers Abram’s fear by coming to his side. 

As a loving father caring for his hurting child, God takes the initiative to speak to Abram in a 
vision. If my little girl were in trouble, how quick I’d be to rush to her side! How much more 
does our heavenly Father care for us?!  The devil will try to get you to believe that you are alone. 
If you are a believer, you are never alone. As you struggle, you’re not just being watched, you’re 
being understood. 

Heb 4:15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

Matt 28:20 Jesus said, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

He’s gone, but he’s not gone for believers. 

Heb 13:5-6: Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 

2. God conquers Abram’s fear by being his shield (“I am your shield”) 

Abram is given a promise to go along with the command.  Believers are the only ones who can 
have confidence that God is on their side.  

Pr 30:5: Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 

Ps 3:3: But you, O Lord, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head. 

Does this mean that nothing bad will ever happen to believers?  No, Paul was beaten with rods 
because of his faith in Jesus, whipped with lashes, stoned, sent to prison, shipwrecked three 
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times, spent one night in the open sea, went without food, suffered in the cold, robbed of his 
clothes. (2 Cor. 11:24-29).  God could prevent all that from happening. Sometimes he does. But 
all this world can do to you is harm your body. But your soul can be safe (Matt 10:28). Eternity 
lasts forever. 

Ro 8:31ff: What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? [. . . 
]Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [. . . ]No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 

3. God conquers Abram’s fear by refocusing his attention. (“I” am your shield) 

Abram has gotten unfocused and self-centered. When we grow afraid, we lose our focus on God 
and start to focus on ourselves. (illus.: like driving past a car wreck; lose focus and hit someone).  
God is saying, “Focus on me!” The shield that defends us not just the shield of power, but also 
the shield of gentleness and kindness, who scoops up his children and draws them near. 

4.  God conquers Abram’s fear by granting him a reward. 

When Abram rescued Lot, he also rescued a king. That king offered him a reward. But Abram 
rejected it because he didn’t want that king to be able to say that he made Abram rich and then be 
able to ask a favor on down the road. God honored that.  And here God himself is the source of 
his reward. “Abram, you lost nothing.”  

Mk 10:28-30: Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus 
said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold 
now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 

When you are willing to lose everything for the Lord, you lose nothing, but gain everything 
because you gain him.  If you lose here, you gain in heaven. 

Fear can rob us of strong faith.  The first truth to remember when your faith is weak is to 
remember God’s protection. When your faith is weak, be strengthened by remembering his 
protection. 

II. WHEN YOUR FAITH IS WEAK, REMEMBER HIS PROMISES (15:2-5) 
v. 2-5: But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord 
came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to 
number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

A. ABRAM’S SURPRISING RESPONSE (v.2-3). 
Abram had a surprising response to verse 1. 
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God promised Abram multiple times that he would bless him a family, offspring, an heir (12:2-3, 
7; 13:15). Abram was 75 when God first gave him this promise. Years had rolled on, but no kids, 
no heir. Abram is looking around at his circumstances and asking God, is Eliezer my servant 
going to be my heir? 

“God’s providence seems to be mocking his promises.”  This is our struggle in our life of faith.  
The life of faith knows the promises, but in our weakness we are prone to live by sight, not by 
faith.  Abram cries out to God, “God, I know your promises, but what about my circumstances!” 
“God, I know you are there, but where are you?”  And yet, he’s faith-filled.  In verse 2 he calls 
God, “the LORD God.”  This is an appeal to his sovereignty. He knows God is on the throne.  
This is not a man who has lost faith, this is a man who is crying out, “I believe, help my 
unbelief.”  He sees his circumstances as a contradiction. There is a faith at the bottom of his 
uncertainty that longs for God to come through. 

In this life we live in this tension, between knowing what God has promised and waiting for him 
to bring it about.  Don’t berate yourself for this kind of faith.  The faith that says, “I’m parched, 
I’m starving, I’m waiting, and God you’re my last and only hope. I need you. I need you more 
than I need food or clothing. Help me.” 

B. GOD’S RESPONSE. 

Look at God’s response . So kind, gentle, and compassionate.  Verse 4: He tells Abram the 
promise.  Verse 5: He touches Abram’s heart.  “Look at the stars. It’s a picture of what I’m going 
to do for you.”  My promises haven’t failed. You and your wife are old and yet I’m still going to 
fulfill my promise that you will have a son.  When we start to doubt his promises, we think of 
God too small.  “I made the stars. You’ve made me too small, Abram. I’m the God who made 
the galaxies.”  

So trust the clear promises of God to you in the Scriptures. Be a treasure hunter and store them 
up when you find them, so that you’ll have them when you need them.  The second truth to 
remember when your faith is weak is to remember God’s promises. 

Finally, the passage is summarized for us in verse 6 and adds one more truth. 

III. WHEN YOUR FAITH IS WEAK, REMEMBER HIS PROVISION (15:6) 

v. 6: And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

A. WHAT IS FAITH? 

We’ve talked a lot about faith, but what is it? This verse tells us (“Abram believed the Lord”). It 
is believing what the Lord says and acting on it.  In Hebrew, the word here is amen. (let it be so, 
establish it, make it happen). It means “to be certain.” Faith is a confident trust in God.  Only 
when you become a believer is God for you and not against you. Until then, his wrath is on you.  

• He won’t protect you from that. 

• And only his bad promises apply to you—like the promise that he’ll judge you.  
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• Because you’ve sinned and you’ve fallen short of his perfect standard. 

• So your sin deserves punishment. 

• You can’t do enough good to make up for it. 

• God requires a perfect score. 

• And you don’t have it. 
Two options: 

(1) You can either pay for your sins in eternity forever, enduring the wrath of God.  

(2) Or, you can have someone else pay for your sins on your behalf.  

There is only one person who lived a perfect life and can therefore stand in place for you.  Jesus, 
who was both God and man.  Jesus died on a cross to pay for the sins for everyone who believes 
in him, so that whoever comes to him will be forgiven and can enjoy friendship with God in 
heaven.  If you haven’t acknowledged your sinfulness before God, and acknowledged Jesus as 
your Lord, and the only one who can pay for your sins, two pieces of advice: 

Turn from your sin today and trust Jesus.  If you won’t do that, then don’t die.  Because you’ll 
pay for your sin forever. 

You know, because I’ve told you. When I get to heaven, if God asks me, “What about the people 
whom I love, who were gathered at Treasuring Christ Church on January 17, 2016, did you tell 
them about how to get a relationship with me?”  I’ll say: “You know I did. God, you are my 
witness, I told them plainly. I plead with them so that no one would be left out.” 

B. HE PROVIDES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WE NEED 
If you do that or have done that. He provides you the righteousness you need.  You and I need 
Jesus’ righteousness, because only he was perfect.  God is perfect. We need to be. But we can’t 
be.  So on the cross Jesus took our sin punishment and we got to share in his righteousness.   

We could fault Abram for his response in verses 2 and 3, but God didn’t go there with him.  If 
you believe in the Lord, you are accepted.  

Romans 8:1 “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

So when your faith is weak and you feel like you’ve messed up, be encouraged by this third 
truth: remember that God has provided the righteousness you need.  

Again, when your faith is weak, remember his protection, remember his promises, and remember 
his provision. 

CONCLUSION 
I heard a story of an old preacher who was visiting a widow’s house. He kept pleading with her 
trust in Jesus.  But she just couldn’t understand what faith was. And he kept trying to explain, but 
she couldn’t understand—surely there was something you had to do to be fit for salvation.  
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As he left discouraged, but he got the feeling that maybe she was watching him out her window 
as he walked away through her yard.  At the edge of her yard was a small log bridge that crossed 
a stream. He stopped at the edge and put his foot on the log and he pulled it back. He did it again. 
And he pulled it back.  

Finally, after doing this a number of times. The widow threw open her window and yelled out, 
“Lean on to the bridge, it is strong enough to hold.”  And the preacher yelled back, “You lean on 
to Jesus Christ, he is strong enough to hold.”  And God used that to open her eyes to what faith 
was.  And that’s faith. Faith is leaning into Jesus knowing he is strong enough to hold. 
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