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INTRODUCTION 

From time to time as your pastor I want to offer you some perspective on where I think we are as 
a church and where we're headed.  Churches over time change.  Being part of a church plant, you 
have to learn to be comfortable with change.  That’s one of the reasons that I think it’s so 
exciting to be part of a church plant—we don’t have a history to get stuck in.  We aren’t yet what 
we will be, so it is exciting to me to watch God shape and work. 

But as changes occur, and they inevitably do, there are some crucial things that never change.  
There are things about Treasuring Christ Church that have been true about us from the beginning 
and, God willing, will never change.  And it's some of those things I want to talk about this 
morning.  

Blueprints 

I grew up the son of an architect. My dad has been an architect for over 50 years and owned his 
own firm for most of that time.  As a child, I would go to job sites with him to inspect projects he 
designed.  At every job site we visited, there would be a set of paper plans that the contractors 
used to build.  Sometimes those plans were sets that I had copied. 

In those days, in order to make copies of design plans, you had to run the plans through a giant 
printer.  Most days after school my brother and I would visit his office and he might put us to 
work making copies of plans. 

The printer we had was probably five feet long.  It was a special copier that used liquid ammonia 
and light to make copies.  I don’t really know the chemistry behind it all, the way you made a 
copy was you took the paper you wanted to copy and fed it through the machine at the same time 
with some light sensitive paper. As the paper wound through the printer, it would pass by a 
bright blue light, and somehow the light and the ammonia and the special paper would create a 
copy on your blank paper like you had on the original.  The copies turned out to be literally blue 
in color and so for that reason they were known as blueprints. 

As a boy, I would study my dad’s blueprints.  The blueprints were filled with all kinds of 
symbols used to designate fixtures and materials.  The blueprints would show measurements and 
elevations, where walls and light fixtures were to go, the pathway of plumbing and electrical 
wiring.  Some of the prints were designed for electricians. Some for plumbers. Some would show 
the site plan. And so on.  All of these plans, of course, were crucial to construction. 

Every contractor needed a set so that there would be coordination on the project, and that the 
building would be completed as designed.   
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One of the metaphors that Scripture uses for the church is a building.  A church isn’t a 
building—it’s the people—but the church is like a building.  Christ is the cornerstone. The 
foundation is the apostles and the prophets (Eph. 2:20). And you and I are placed on the 
foundation like living stones “being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5; Eph. 2:19).  So the 
church is God’s building (so to speak) of people. 

Of all that’s changed at Treasuring Christ Church over the last couple of years since we began, 
the blueprint for building this church as the house of God hasn’t changed.  Our blueprint for 
building TCC as the house of God hasn’t changed because the blueprint is based on the 
unchanging word of God. 

When we began, we didn’t get a cross-section of people in a room and ask, what kind of church 
do you want?  We didn’t survey the latest demographic trends and come up with a way to reach 
the masses.  We didn’t hire a marketing agency to help us craft a mission, a brand, and a 
campaign strategy to advertise the church.  We simply took God’s plan for the church from 
Scripture and have sought to work that out here in Athens.  The Scriptures have been the 
blueprint for this church plant. 

The question of, what kind of church do we want, is irrelevant if it’s not the church God wants.  
The church was his idea, not our idea.  Christ is the head of the church, and therefore the one 
who decides, not a launch team.  The operative issue is not how we think we should do church, 
but how God tells us to do it. 

So the blueprint for a church comes from the study of Scripture.  Everyone who has gone 
through TCC’s membership process learns what we believe the Scriptures teach as the blueprint 
for the church.  We talk about what the Bible teaches a church is, and its purposes, how it must 
be led, the reasons for membership and what the role of members is, the key elements of a 
worship service, and so on.  All of it is rooted in the Scriptures. The Scriptures tell us how to do 
church. 

Our membership process is unashamedly involved and long because we want to make sure that 
new members understand what God teaches in his word about church, regardless of your past 
experience or personal preferences. 

So this morning I want to revisit God’s blueprint for building Treasuring Christ Church as the 
house of God and offer you a fresh perspective.  It’s the same blueprint we’ve always had, but 
perhaps a fresh copy for us to consider as we move forward. 

Now a complete set of blueprints typically has many pages.  And not to press our analogy too 
far, but perhaps as a way for you to remember it, for our purposes our blueprint has three pages 
to it.  God’s blueprint for building TCC as the house of God has these three pages: 

Page 1: The Design to Grow: What is God’s plan for TCC to grow? 

Page 2: The Design to Reach: What is God’s plan for TCC to reach those who don’t 
know Christ? 

Page 3: The Design to Last: What is God’s plan for TCC to last? 
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Let’s start with the design to grow. What is God’s plan for TCC to grow? 

I. THE DESIGN TO GROW 

How do churches grow God’s way?  By grow, we mean grow numerically so that more people 
are part of it and grow spiritually so that the members are maturing in the faith.  We want both.  
We want the church to grow numerically because we want God’s divine truth to spread.  We 
would rather have more people hear God’s truth and be brought into the blessings of fellowship 
than less. 

But more importantly, we want the church—God’s people—to grow spiritually.  Our aim in 
spiritual growth, in the words of the Apostle Paul, is “to present everyone mature in Christ” (Col. 
1:28) and that “we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). We want to 
be “transformed into the same image [of the Lord] from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 
3:18).  Our aim is not just to get people saved, but that we would grow in Christlikeness. 

Now we’ve always had a conviction at TCC that if we take care of the depth, God will take care 
of the breadth.  That is, we don’t pursue numerical growth.  We pursue spiritual depth in what 
we do as a church and, as that happens, God will expand our reach and draw more into the 
church, as he sees fit.  We leave the breadth in God’s hands. 

That’s why we’ve done very little over the years in advertising.  We’ve done some ads on 
Facebook and Twitter from time to time just to let people know we’re here. But ads have never 
been our plan to grow as a church. 

Now, that doesn’t mean that we don’t invite. We certainly do.  Practically speaking, that’s the 
main way people have heard about us.  We’ve had members who love the ministry and they’ve 
been motivated to tell others about it.  So it isn’t wrong to tell others about the church. That’s 
necessary.  

But the point is that we don’t pursue numerical growth as the first order. We don’t calculate all 
that we do to somehow fill a certain number of seats. We aren’t consumed by getting a bigger 
church.  But true church growth always comes about through a commitment to depth—
specifically, through a commitment to Scripture. 

I want to show you that both numerical growth and spiritual growth come about through 
commitment to Scripture. 

A. NUMERICAL GROWTH 

Let’s go to Acts 1 and do a flyover—a survey—of the early church’s growth.  Acts records the 
story of the growth of the church.  It doesn’t give us the theory of church growth or the formula 
for church growth. Rather, it tells us the actual story of how the church grew. 

As we survey Acts, you’ll notice a theme emerge.  Now in Acts 1:15, we are told that in the days 
after the resurrection and Jesus’ ascension, there were only 120 believers assembled in 
Jerusalem. 
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There were others who had believed in Jesus in Galilee, but of those in Jerusalem, there was no 
more than could fit in this room.  After three years of ministry, Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem 
were 120. 

Then in chapter 2, the Holy Spirit came and the church was born in Jerusalem. On the Day of 
Pentecost, the church began.  And beginning in 2:14—very important—Peter preached the 
church’s first sermon.  It was an evangelistic sermon to the unbelieving Jews gathered in 
Jerusalem. 

As he preached the sermon, the Jews asked him how they should respond and he said in vv. 38-
39: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”"  

So he preached the gospel and what happened?  Verse 41: "So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls."  So on day one, the church 
explodes in growth from 120 in Jerusalem to 3,000. A wave of conviction, repentance, and belief 
in Christ spread across Jerusalem and the church grew. 

And as the early church met together verse 47 says, “The Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved.”  Note: the Lord caused the growth. The expansion of the church 
was a work of God. 

Come to chapter 4 and Peter has preached a second sermon at the temple and, verse 4, “Many of 
those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five 
thousand.” 

So you had in just a few weeks, 120 then 3,000 added, more added day by day, then 5,000 more 
men, not counting the women who believed.  So the church population in a short time is already 
10,000 or more. The growth has been dramatic. 

Incidentally, this is the last time a number is given for the expansion of the church.  I think they 
couldn’t keep count any more. It was growing so fast.  Coming to chapter 5:14, “And more than 
ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women.”  God had taken the 
life of Ananias and Sapphira in order to purify the church of sin, yet the church just kept 
growing. 

In chapter 6:7: “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”  
Again, notice that as the word of God went out—as the truth about Jesus Christ and what he did 
in fulfillment of the Scriptures spread—the church grew numerically. 

The church continued to grow in chapter 12:24: “The word of God increased and multiplied.”  
For the second time, the phrase, “the word of God increased” is used.  Isn’t it interesting that the 
writer Luke uses the phrase, “the word of God increased” as the stand-in to explain that the 
church grew.  The connection between the truth of God spreading and the expansion of the 
church was so tied together, that he can say, “the word increased” as a way to say the church  
increased, people were saved. 
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Then in 16:5, the fruit of Paul’s church planting efforts during his missionary journeys resulted 
in this: “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.”  
So it’s not just believers being added in one location, but believers were being added in many 
locations.  Churches were multiplying and expanding. 

Coming to 17:11, we find Jews in Berea who heard Paul’s preaching and they went to the 
Scriptures to examine what he taught, to see if what he taught was true, with this result in verse 
12: “Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as 
men.”  As the influence of the Scriptures spread, people were saved and added to the church. 

And then, one more, in chapter 19, Paul’s teaching in Ephesus had such great effect that it began 
to transform the city and those who practiced magic arts burned their books and began to change 
their ways, and we read in verse 20, “So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 
mightily.”  As the preaching of the word went out, it transformed whole cities. 

So how did the church expand in Acts?  The church grew numerically through the teaching of 
the word of God. As the word of God spread, the church spread.  The commitment to Scripture 
grew the church.  

Why would we think it is any different today?  Why would we adopt some other approach to 
grow?  True expansion of the church comes as a result of the word of God spreading—a 
commitment to Scripture. 

Now, what about growth in the church spiritually? How does that come about? 

B. SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Again, we find that true spiritual growth on the individual level comes as a result of the work of 
the word of God in our lives.  The clearest and simplest statement that shows the necessity of 
God’s word in order for us to grow spiritually is John 17:17.  Jesus, there, prays for believers: 
“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”  Sanctification is growing to be more like Christ.  
It’s the progression of spiritual maturity.  How does growth, that is, sanctification, happen? “In 
the truth,” which is God’s word. 

Come over to Acts 20:32, where Paul speaks his last words to the elders in the church at 
Ephesus. He says, “And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”  God, 
through his word, builds us up. He grows us spiritually through his word. 

It’s for that reason that Peter says in 1 Peter 2:2: “Like newborn infants, long for the pure 
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation.”  The spiritual milk is the word. It 
nourishes our faith so that we grow spiritually just as a newborn is nourished by its mother’s 
milk. 

In fact, in Scripture, the word of God is called milk, bread (Deut 8:3, Matt. 4:4), meat (1 Cor. 
3:2), and honey (Ps. 19:10).  All of these are metaphors for the necessity of the word of God to 
feed our faith.  So if the church is grow and individual members of the church are to grow, then 
there must be a commitment to Scripture. 
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Neither the church nor individual believers can experience true spiritual growth apart from God’s 
word.  Churches, then, that follow God’s blueprint for building the church as the house of God 
must have a high view of Scripture—a commitment to Scripture. 

We can’t be dabblers in the word.  We can’t make our intake of the word occasional.  We can’t 
make the word incidental to the ministries of the church. Rather, so that our faith is fed, we must 
ingest the word.  We must make our intake of the word regular and daily.  We must make the 
word central to all the ministries of the church. 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, page 1 of God’s blueprint for building Treasuring Christ Church as the house of God 
must be a commitment to Scripture.  God’s design for TCC to grow is through the word of God.  

As we endeavor to take care of binding ourselves to the word of God, we will let him take care 
of the breadth of our church.  That’s the first page of this blueprint: the design to grow.  We’ll 
look at the design to reach and the design to last next time. 
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