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GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR BUILDING THE CHURCH, 
PART 2 
Acts 4:23-31 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
August 27, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

Series 

We are in a series that was originally one message, then expanded to two messages, and now is 
three messages.  The series is called God’s Blueprint for Building the Church. 

Blueprints are the design plans that architects and contractors use to build a building.  Since the 
New Testament compares the church to a building, we’re looking to the Scriptures to learn God’s 
blueprint for building the church as the house of God. 

Last week, we learned God’s design to grow the church.  His plan to grow the church 
numerically and spiritually is through his word.  So if our church is to grow both deeper and 
wider, we must be committed to Scripture. 

This Week 

This week, we want to turn to page two of God’s blueprint for building TCC as the house of 
God.  On this page, we learn God’s design to reach the lost.  What is God’s plan for Treasuring 
Christ Church to reach those who don’t know Christ? 

To Reach The Lost We Must Be Motivated to Share 

We know that in order to reach the lost for Christ, we must share the gospel of Christ.  The only 
way someone can be saved is by hearing the gospel: 

Romans 10:14: "How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

Romans 10:17: "Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ." 

The word of Christ—the gospel—must be heard in order for someone to believe and be saved. 

One of the missions of the church is evangelism.  We want more and more people to hear the 
saving message of Jesus Christ.  What’s the key to sharing Christ with more people?  You might 
think that they key is training. We need to train more to share more.  But that’s not it.  There 
certainly is value in learning ways to share the gospel and how to get into conversations that lead 
to the gospel and how to handle objections. 

But if you have been converted, you already know enough to share the gospel.  If you’ve been 
saved, you have enough knowledge to tell others how to be saved.  So training is valuable, but 
it’s not the key to more and more people hearing the gospel.  The key is motivation.  You can 
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have all the best training, but unless you’re motivated, you won’t share Christ with anyone and 
the training is useless.   

So in order for us to reach more people for Christ, we must be motivated.  Motivation is 
especially important when you face opposition.  The Bible tells us of a number of influences that 
increase our motivation to share our faith.  These include compassion for the lost, a sense of 
urgency, a sense of duty, a sense of community, joy in the experience, and so on.  But there is 
one key to motivation above all the others that will influence us to share our faith. 

I want to take you to a story in Acts about how the early Christians stayed motivated when they 
faced intense opposition as they shared the gospel.  We’ll see how they responded when they 
faced opposition.  And then we’ll step back from the story and ask what’s the key influence that 
motivates us to share our faith.  Turn with me to Acts 4. 

Context 

Acts 4 opens with the arrest of the Apostles Peter and John.  They were at the temple in 
Jerusalem and Peter had healed a lame beggar.  When the crowds at the temple saw that the lame 
beggar was healed and he was walking and leaping and praising God, they gathered around Peter 
and John.  Peter took this an opportunity to preach Christ.  5,000 people believed in Jesus as the 
Christ after hearing him preach. 

But this aroused the jealousy of the Jewish leaders.  Not surprisingly, they didn’t want Peter and 
John to preach in Jesus’ name, when only weeks earlier they had crucified him.  So they arrested 
Peter and John and put them in prison over night to stop the spread of Jesus’ name.  The next day 
the Jewish leaders convened and put Peter and John on trial. 

They couldn’t deny that the lame beggar had been healed.  Their only charge against Peter and 
John was that they were teaching in Jesus’ name.  So Acts 4:18 tells us the Jewish leaders “called 
them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.”  But Peter and John 
refused: 

Acts 4:19-22: “But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen 
and heard.” And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. For the 
man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.” 

So having spent a night in jail, Peter and John were released with the warning never again to 
speak about Jesus.  The early Christians had now been threatened to stop sharing the gospel, stop 
teaching about Jesus. 

Our Passage 

And that brings us to our passage where we see how these early Christians responded to 
opposition as they shared about Jesus: 
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Acts 4:23-31: “When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to 
God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why 
did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— for truly in this city 
there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and 
your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your 
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to 
heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” And 
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” 

Bridge from Their World to Ours 

Again, in this story, we find the key influence that motivates us to share our faith. 

Now admittedly, their world and our world are not exactly the same.  In some ways, their world 
was much like ours. In other ways, their world was very different.  One way their world and our 
world is similar is that there was opposition to talking about Jesus.  That’s always been true ever 
since Jesus came.  Simeon said to Mary soon after Jesus’ birth: "This child is appointed for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed." (Luke 2:34)  Jesus was opposed 
from his birth and he remains so today. 

But one way their world was different than ours is that, in those days, opposition to talking about 
Jesus was mainly from the outside.  But in our world (our American culture), opposition to 
talking about Jesus is mainly from within.  Our greatest opposition is ourselves. 

To be sure, our culture is increasingly hostile to the gospel, and we may someday soon face a 
time when speaking in the name of Jesus will result in arrest and trial.  But for the most part, 
that’s not yet our world in 2017 America.  It’s not that you can’t talk about Jesus, it’s just that we 
don’t. 

I’m sure the early Christians had some measure of internal struggle about sharing their faith.  But 
in these early chapters of Acts, that’s not how they are portrayed. They are portrayed as people 
eager to spread the word about Jesus, even at great cost to themselves. 

Yet our greatest opposition is not authorities who will threaten to put us in jail, our greatest 
opposition is our own motivation.  But regardless of the source of opposition, the key to being 
motivated to share our faith in Jesus is the same and that’s why this story is so powerful and 
meaningful to us. 

When Peter and John returned from jail to this community of Christians and told how the Jewish 
leaders warned them not to speak about Jesus anymore, I want you to notice how they responded. 

They responded in two ways. 
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I. WHEN FACED WITH OPPOSITION, THEY PRAYED 

Acts 4:24: “And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said. . .” 

Their first impulse was to gather together and pray.  This is a beautiful picture of the community 
these Christians enjoyed.  The word translated “voices” is actually singular in the Greek.  It has 
the idea of the many voices coming together to pray as with one voice.  They experienced one 
accord, a unity with each other, a shared heartbeat.  Their prayer extends from this verse through 
verse 30.  We don’t have time to examine each detail, but their prayer consists of two parts: their 
prayer of praise and their prayer of petition. 

A. PRAYER OF PRAISE 

Their prayer of praise extends from verse 24-28.  They begin their prayer, “Sovereign Lord, who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them. . .”  The title, “Sovereign 
Lord,” is interesting.  It’s not all that common in the New Testament, but it is a fitting title for 
God.  It means absolute master. 

It’s the Greek word despotes.  The English cognate is despot, which has a negative connotation 
for a cruel ruler.  But the Greek term doesn’t have that negative connotation.  When applied to 
God, it is a title that speaks of God’s absolute authority; that none is higher than he; that he 
shares power with no one.  Because he is the highest authority, he is the Sovereign Lord. 

It’s the perfect way to address God when you’re desperate: In Revelation 6:10, it’s the title the 
martyrs use to call out to God, “O Sovereign Lord. . . how long before you will judge and avenge 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth.” 

It’s the perfect way to start this prayer in Acts 4. They start with an acknowledgment that, though 
the opposition is great, God is stronger than their enemy.  And that’s why they go on to praise 
him for being the one who made the heaven, earth, sea, and everything in them. 

God is the Creator of their enemies too.  And since even their enemies are his creation, he 
controls them.  The enemies can do nothing to this small band of Christians except what God 
allows.  I imagine it would have been so tempting for them to pray to God that he would destroy 
the enemies of the gospel.  But they don’t do that. Instead, they lift up their voices in worship 
and, as we’ll see, they pray for their role and mission in saving the world through the power of 
the gospel. 

They continue on: 

Acts 4:25–26: "[Sovereign Lord]. . .who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, 
said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his 
Anointed’—"  

They quote from Psalm 2:1.  Psalm 2 was known as a Messianic psalm.  The Jews believed that 
Psalm 2 spoke of the coming Messiah.  It famously ends with this great line: "Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 
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refuge in him" (Psalm 2:12).  In other words, the Son of God is coming, so make peace with him, 
because he will come with wrath to judge the living and the dead. But those who have taken 
refuge in him will be spared.  That’s the warning the Psalm ends with. 

The Psalm begins with the line these Christians quote.  It says that nations and rulers set 
themselves up against the Lord’s Anointed—the Messiah, the Christ.  And these early Christians 
were seeing Psalm 2:1 as being fulfilled in the history that they were living through.  Since Jesus 
is the Anointed One of God, whoever opposes him are the ones spoken of by this Psalm.  They 
quote this Psalm as an explanation of their suffering.  They realize that their suffering at the 
hands of the Jewish leaders is a fulfillment of prophecy.  So they were anchoring their suffering 
in the word of God. 

And they made the application of this Psalm to their experience explicit in the next two verses: 

Acts 4:27–28: "for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place."  

Those arrayed against Jesus included Herod, Pontius Pilate, Gentiles, and the peoples of Israel.  
In other words, most of the whole world was against him.  But rather than being discouraged, 
they view all of this as part of the sovereign hand and plan of God.  Even the most spectacular 
sin in human history—the killing of Jesus, the Son of God—was part of God’s predetermined 
plan.  The Jews and Romans were solely responsible for their sinful deeds, even as God gave 
sovereign direction to the events that led to Jesus’ death.  That has to be true, if God is the 
Sovereign Lord.  So their prayer of praise was filled with hope. They saw a purpose in their 
suffering. 

The second part of their prayer was a prayer of petition. 

B. PRAYER OF PETITION 

Acts 4:29–30: "And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”"  

Having praised God, they now go to him with requests.  They have three requests. 

First, that the Lord would look upon the threats made by their enemies.  They don’t doubt that 
God has seen their threats.  This is simply a cry from the heart that God would give attention to 
what could make them afraid. 

Secondly, they asked that the Lord would grant them to continue to speak his word with all 
boldness.  Boldness means to speak freely—without fear, without regard to the threats; to speak 
with such freedom as if they were speaking to close friends, even if they spoke to those who 
could imprison them.  They depended upon the Lord to give them boldness.  They knew that in 
their own hearts, they were weak and cowardly. They needed the strength of God to continue 
talking about Jesus. 
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Thirdly, they asked that as the gospel spread, it would be accompanied by healing, signs, and 
wonders authenticating that what they spoke was true.  Now that the New Testament is complete, 
there is no need to authenticate the message—the Scriptures are self-authenticating—so signs 
and wonders are no longer for today.  But in those days, the New Testament wasn’t written yet 
and the message needed verification from heaven. 

God immediately answered their prayer in the next verse: 

Acts 4:31: "And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness."  

Notice that only “when they had prayed” did God answer their prayer for boldness.  Their 
response to opposition was to pray, and when they prayed, God answered by giving them 
boldness to share the gospel without fear.  God gave them boldness after they prayed for 
boldness.  If we are to be a people who freely share the gospel without fear, then we must be a 
people who pray for that. 

Very briefly, in this last verse, I also want you to see their second response to opposition. 

II. WHEN FACED WITH OPPOSITION, THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

After they prayed, they experienced a kind of earthquake.  That was a signal to them that the 
Holy Spirit had showed up.  The Holy Spirit had already come to permanently indwell them 
(Acts 2).  But they needed a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit as they faced opposition. 

To be filled with the Spirit means that you are led by the Spirit, that you are so influenced by the 
Spirit that his influence controls your words, actions, and attitudes1.  It means that you are filled 
up with his desires so that you do the Spirit’s will. 

We are indwelt by the Spirit once—at salvation.  But we need to be freshly filled with the Spirit 
continually.  That is, moment by moment we must be yielding to the Spirit’s influence so that we 
aren’t controlled by our flesh but by him. 

Here’s what’s important for our purposes: Spirit-filled people talk about Jesus2.  That’s exactly 
the case here. They were filled and they “continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”  
That’s the connection—filled, they were enabled to speak.  Controlled by the Spirit, they 
continue to share the gospel. 

You become influenced by the Spirit by letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Since the 
Holy Spirit wrote the Scriptures and it reveals his will, you are influenced by the Spirit when you 
are filled up by the Spirit’s words and they begin to change you and influence you.  So if we are 

                                                      

1 See my sermon on Ephesians 5:18, part 1. 
2 See my sermon on Ephesians 5:18, part 2. 
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to be a people who freely share the gospel even in opposition, we must be a people who are filled 
with the Spirit. 

CONCLUSION 

So the way these early Christians responded to opposition was with prayer and by being filled 
with the Spirit so that they would continue to talk about Jesus. 

Now let us wind down by taking a step back from the story and asking what’s the key influence 
that motivates us to share our faith.  I need you to stick with me on this, because this is the most 
important thing I’ll say. 

Think with me: What is prayer an act of?  What is walking by the Spirit an act of?  These are acts 
of worship.  Prayer is an act of worship.  Walking by the Spirit is an act of obedient worship. 

What were these early Christians doing in order to remain motivated to share their faith despite 
terrible opposition?  They were worshiping. 

That’s what’s so powerful about this story.  When they felt pressure to stop talking about Jesus, 
their first inclination was to go to God in worship.  When things seemed to be going wrong, and 
their world was coming undone around them, they worshiped.  They continued to be bold in 
speaking about Jesus not just because they prayed, but because they worshiped.  Worship fueled 
their witness.  The overflow of their worship was that they spoke about Jesus.  They didn’t start 
with the duty of the Great Commission, they started with daily and fervent worship. 

Worship precedes witness.  When your heart is filled with worship, the overflow of that will be 
that you talk about Jesus.  Where there is much worship, there will be much witness.  Where our 
worship is great, our witness will be great.   

But the converse is also true.  Here’s the devastating truth about why we are so reluctant to share 
our faith.  We don’t witness because our worship is weak.  Our witness is little, because our 
worship is little.  We give little attention to witnessing about Jesus because we give little 
attention to worshiping. 

Look, you can be faithful to attend TCC every Sunday, and you can be our most faithful 
volunteer, and you can attend a Bible study every night of the week, and even a few prayer 
gatherings, but none of that proves you worshiped.  Our worship must be weekly and weeklong. 

Jesus said in John 4:23 that, “True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such people to worship him.”  This is what God is after weekly and all week 
long. He’s after worshipers. 

On Sundays, our priority is to come together to worship.  We don’t come simply to learn Bible 
truths.  We don’t come to be moved by songs we like to sing.  We don’t come because that’s 
what Christians are supposed to do.  Our aim here in all we do is worship.  We worship through 
singing, we worship through reciting the memory verse, we worship through reading the 
Scriptures, we worship through prayer, we worship by preaching and hearing the word of God, 
we worship through giving, we worship through meeting each other’s relational needs. 



www.tccathens.org 

8 

 

It’s all designed for worship.  That’s why the outline of our service in your bulletin doesn’t say 
“Order of Service”, but “Order of Worship.”  Everything listed there is designed for worship. 

But Sunday morning isn’t enough.  We must worship all week long. Worship must be daily.  Our 
devotional times aren’t about gaining information, but about worshiping.  You don’t read the 
Bible to fill your head. You read the Bible to fill your heart.  If you’re not worshiping in your 
study of the Bible, you’re doing it wrong.  Our weekly and weeklong worship is the fuel for 
talking to others about Christ.  In order to be used of God in witnessing to others, we must be, 
first, worshipers.  

Evangelism (of all kinds) must be the overflow of a heart that is full of worship.  And when I say 
“evangelism” or “witnessing,” I don’t mainly have in mind going downtown and witnessing to 
the drunks on the weekend. And I don’t mainly have in mind formalized gospel presentations.  
I’m talking about having a heart so full of Jesus, that Jesus fills your mouth in ordinary, authentic 
conversation. 

If we are going to be a people who reach the lost for Christ, it must begin, not with a class on 
how to share our faith, but with worship.  The key influence to motivate us to share Christ with 
the lost is worship.   

So to answer the question that we began with: In God’s blueprint for Treasuring Christ Church, 
what is his design for us to reach the lost?  The answer is that his plan for us to reach the lost is 
through our commitment to worship him. 
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