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GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR BUILDING THE CHURCH: 
THE DESIGN TO LAST 

Revelation 2-3 (No. 3) 
Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  

September 3, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

Series 

This sermon is the last of a three-part series called, God’s Blueprint for Building the Church.  
We believe that because the church is God’s idea, he gets to tell us how the church should be 
structured, how it should function, what its purpose is, and its missions.  We learn all these 
things—God’s blueprint for building the church— in his word. 

This series could be a lot longer than three parts.  We’re only scratching the surface of what 
could be said.  But in this series, we’ve focused on three pages of his blueprint.  So far, we’ve 
seen God’s design for growing the church and for reaching the lost.   

A church that grows has a commitment to Scripture.  God grows the church both numerically 
and spiritually through the Scriptures. 

A church that reaches the lost has a commitment to worship God.  Worshiping God provides the 
essential motivation to share the gospel, the words of Christ. Worship fuels witness. 

This Week 

This week, we learn God’s design for the church to last.  What is God’s plan for Treasuring 
Christ Church to endure? How does a church persevere through hardships, persecution, changes 
in leadership, members coming and going, controversies, disappointments, and so on?  There are 
a number of answers that God’s word gives. 

Certainly, there must be a commitment to love one another.  Peter writes in 1 Peter 4:8: “Above 
all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.”  When we love one 
another, we’re not so easily offended.  We aren’t angry at every perceived slight.  We recognize 
that Christians are people “on the way,” not people who “have arrived.”  

In another letter, Paul reminds the churches of Galatia of the need to love one another and then 
he warns in Galatians 5:15: “If you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another.”  A lot of churches fall apart because the people in them consume 
each other like hungry lions on a freshly killed gazelle.  And when you have that kind of 
dynamic in the church, the church dies.  So one way that a church endures is by a commitment to 
love one another. 

Another way a church endures is by a commitment to raising up godly leaders.  Churches need 
qualified, godly leadership in order to last.  Bad leadership kills churches.  
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Men who are unqualified to be pastors or elders sometime become pastors or elders and they lead 
the church astray or divide the church or otherwise kill the church.  And even when there is 
good, godly leadership, every leader in the church will one day have to be replaced.  So there has 
to be a replication of leadership for the church to survive.  And these are just two factors in a 
church’s survival. 

TCC’s Future is in Jesus’ Hands 

Now, whether a church continues on or not is always in the hands of Jesus.  There are good 
churches where the leadership is qualified and godly and the people love each other that for one 
reason or another have to close their doors.  Sometimes churches close because the saints scatter 
from persecution.  Sometimes churches close for economic reasons.  Sometimes churches close 
because it would be more strategic to unite with another church.  Jesus says in Matthew 16 that 
the “gates of hell shall not prevail against [the church].”  But that’s not a promise that any 
particular church will remain forever.  So, I hope that TCC outlives us all. But we have no 
promise from the Lord about that. 

It’s a beautiful thing to hear of a church that has existed for a hundred or, even, hundreds of 
years as is still faithful to Christ and Scripture. I hope TCC is like that.  Perhaps if we steward 
well this body of believers by loving each other and not devouring one another and by raising up 
godly leadership and by enduring trials with faith—perhaps it will be around for generations and 
the saints of the future will look back on the 50th anniversary celebration of TCC in 2065 and 
give praise to God for your stewardship.  But whether TCC lasts or not is ultimately in the hands 
of the Head of the church, Jesus Christ. 

Some Churches Jesus Opposes 

But I want to focus our time on one factor that must be present for a church to survive.  Without 
this factor, the church will certainly die and, in fact, Jesus himself will oppose the church.  The 
one factor that must be present for a church to survive is holiness.  Unholiness kills churches.  
And, as we’ll see, a church that is not holy, Jesus will oppose.  To see this, let’s go to the book of 
Revelation. 

CHURCHES THAT JESUS OPPOSES 

A. THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

The title of the book comes from the opening verse (1:1): “The revelation of Jesus Christ.”  The 
word “of” is ambiguous. Here, it has a dual meaning.  This is both a book that reveals Jesus 
Christ and a book where he gives revelation. 

The Apostle John had been exiled to the small island of Patmos.  Patmos is located in the sea 
between Greece and Turkey.  On one particular Sunday (1:10: “the Lord’s day”), he heard a 
voice behind him.  The voice behind him said (1:11): “Write what you see in a book and send it 
to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis 
and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  John then turned to see who it was speaking to him, and in 
this vision, he saw seven lampstands and (v. 13) “one like a son of man.”  It was Jesus. Jesus had 
appeared to him in a vision and told him to begin writing. 
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John learned that the seven lampstands, according to 1:20, were symbolic of the seven churches 
that he was to write to.  So Jesus began to dictate to John a message to each one of these seven 
churches in Asia Minor. 

Now these seven churches were real churches in John’s day.  But what Jesus says to these seven 
churches contain principles to apply in churches throughout the ages.  You could say that these 
seven churches were representative of the kinds of churches you come across.  Notice, for 
example in his message to the church in Ephesus, Jesus makes the statement in 2:7, “He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  Jesus repeats that sentence at the end 
of each message to the seven churches.  Notice that “churches” is plural.  His message was to the 
church in Ephesus, in particular, but the application of the message was to all churches in all 
times.  What was going on in the church of Ephesus could happen in any church, so all churches 
should take heed of Jesus’ instructions. 

Now, we don’t have time to go through Jesus’ message to each of the seven churches in 
Revelation 2-3.  But just as an overview, there are 7 churches and some of the churches are 
commended for what’s going on in the church, and some of them are rebuked for what’s going 
on in the church. 

Two churches, the ones in Philadelphia and Smyrna, Jesus has nothing bad to say about them. He 
has no need to call them to repentance.  One church, the one in Laodicea, Jesus has nothing good 
to say about it.  The other four have mixed reviews. He both commends them and rebukes them. 

The church in Ephesus was an orthodox, but cold church.  They’ve lost their first love. 

The church in Smyrna was a persecuted church.  The devil was about ready to attack this church, 
and Jesus warns them of what’s to happen. 

The church in Pergamum was a worldly church.  They were involved in sexual immorality. 

The church in Thyatira was a sin-tolerating church.  They went further than Pergamum. They 
brought the evil influences inside the church.  They were deeply engrossed in sexual immorality 
and even had a woman who had prominence in the church seducing people inside the church. 

The church in Sardis was a dead church.  They had a reputation for being alive, but Jesus says 
they were truly on life support. 

The church in Philadelphia was a faithful church.  They weren’t mighty in power, but they were 
faithful to Jesus’ name. 

The church in Laodicea was an apostate, unsaved church.  Jesus was ready to spit them out of his 
mouth. 

Now, you need to understand that the overall purpose of the book of Revelation is not to fill out 
eschatology charts.  The purpose of the book is to get Christ’s church ready for his return.  As 
bad as things will get, God is sovereign over all the events and Jesus will come back.  He is 
coming and he will take the church as his bride.  And, get this, when he comes, he wants a pure 
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bride.  At the marriage supper of the Lamb, Jesus is pictured with his bride, the church, and she 
is arrayed in the clothes of purity 

Rev 19:7-8: “Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, 
bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. “ 

The true church is pictured clothed in the pure, bright, white righteousness of Jesus Christ.  
Because we are in Christ, we have the perfect righteousness of Christ credited to our account.  
But we also must practice righteousness. We must live as we’ve been called. He has counted us 
holy, so we must live as holy people. 

So Jesus’ messages to these churches (back in Revelation 2-3) is to prepare them for his return 
and to purify his church.  And that’s the message to us as well. We must prepare for his return by 
living out the purity that he has called us to.  Again, five of the seven churches, Jesus rebuked 
because of their impurity.  In each case, he called them to repent of their unholiness, and if they 
didn’t repent, Jesus would himself oppose the church. 

B. EPHESUS 

Look at the church in Ephesus in chapter 2.  Remember, this is a church that is orthodox, but 
cold.  He begins by commending them for opposing false teachers. Through discernment, they 
resisted false teachers. And they were a people who endured unspecified difficulty: 

Revelation 2:2–3: "“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are 
not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s 
sake, and you have not grown weary."  

But then has a word for them about what must change. 

Revelation 2:4: "But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first."  

Though they were a church that had the right doctrine, their love for God had grown cold.  So he 
warned them: 

Revelation 2:5: "Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent."  

They must repent or he’ll remove their lampstand.  Remember that the lampstand was symbolic 
of the church itself. That means that if they didn’t repent, he would bring an end to the church.  
He expected that they would be pure in their love for him.  If they persisted in their unholiness, 
he would put an end to their church. 

C. PERGAMUM 

Next, let’s skip Smyrna because, although it was a persecuted church, it was a good church. He 
has nothing bad to say about it. 
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So we come to the church in Pergamum, where Jesus in 2:13 again, starts by praising the church. 

Revelation 2:13: "“ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my 
name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells."  

In Pergamum, there was an altar to Zeus and the city was known for its medical school, where 
they mixed medicine with demonic worship.  The Greek god of healing was worshiped in 
Pergamum and was symbolized by a snake.  If you’ve ever seen the medical symbol we still use 
today with a snake wrapped around a pole, that’s the symbol of this ancient Greek god.  So 
Pergamum was the center of idolatry that Jesus calls “Satan’s throne.”  Nevertheless, this church 
hadn’t denied Jesus. One of their own had even been martyred for his faith.  But not everything 
was good: 

Revelation 2:14–15: "But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that 
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. So also you have some 
who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans."  

Balaam was a prophet in the Old Testament who tried to put a curse on Israel.  When he failed, 
he advised Balak, the king of Moab, to corrupt Israel by seducing them with sexual and spiritual 
adultery.  The Nicolaitans were a group known in John’s day as a group who lived sexually 
licentious lives.  Some at Pergamum were evidently falling prey to these kinds of teachings. 
They were succumbing to worldliness.  So Jesus said in verse 16, “Therefore repent. If not, I will 
come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth."  Jesus wanted them to 
pursue holiness.  If they didn’t repent, he would take up arms against them and destroy those 
who live wretched lives. 

D. THYATIRA 

Next is Thyatira—the sin-tolerating church.  They were further down the path of debauchery 
than the church in Pergamum because they brought the worldly influences into the church.  Jesus 
began with praise, but not much praise. 

Revelation 2:19: "“ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, 
and that your latter works exceed the first."  

Unlike Ephesus, they excelled at love and they did good works.  But they tolerated heresy: 

Revelation 2:20–21: "But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and 
to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual 
immorality."  

Worse than Pergamum, they tolerated the immorality.  They let all this sexual immorality go on 
and allowed this woman a prominent place in the church to seduce people. 

Jezebel probably wasn’t her name.  Jesus was using it as a pseudonym to remind them of the 
Jezebel of the Old Testament who led Israel astray.  Jesus had been patient in waiting for her 



www.tccathens.org 

6 

 

repentance, but she refused.  So he would punish her and the place of her adultery would be the 
place of her illness and death. 

Revelation 2:22–23: "Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 
with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her 
children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I 
will give to each of you according to your works."  

So Jesus was prepared to punish her and discipline all the people in the church who followed 
after her and did not repent.  He was prepared to oppose this church. 

E. SARDIS 

Then, Jesus had a message for Sardis—the dead church.  The only praise for this church comes 
at the end: 

Revelation 3:4: "Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy."  

This church was on life support. There were just a few in it who were living pure, holy lives.  
But, jumping back up to 3:1, Jesus said, “I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of my God."  

They are hanging by a thread. They are about to flat-line.  They were doing works, but they had 
no heart in them. That’s because this was mostly an unregenerate church.  The gospel had come 
to this city. They knew the gospel. But they hadn’t obeyed the gospel of God.  Jesus said to them 
in verse 3: "Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you."  

If they didn’t repent of their sin, Jesus would come at a time they didn’t expect and steal away 
his church. 

F. LAODICEA 

Finally, we skip Philadelphia, which was the other good church that Jesus had nothing bad to say 
about—it was a faithful church. 

And we come to Laodicea, which Jesus has nothing good to say about.  These are harsh but 
necessary words to an apostate church.  In verse 15, Jesus says,  ‘I know your works: you are 
neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!"  To be hot would be to have 
zealous faith. To be cold would be to reject Jesus.  Verse 16 says they were lukewarm.  They 
exercised a half-hearted religiosity that didn’t save.  This wasn’t a saved church. They were 
going through the motions. They may have believed they were saved. But they were hypocrites.  
In verse 17, the people of this church said, “I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not 
realizing that [they were] wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked."  In other words, they were 
self-satisfied. They didn’t feel they needed Jesus. That’s lukewarm people. 
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What does Jesus say about them? 

Revelation 3:16: "So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth."  

Literally, he would vomit them out of his mouth.  Jesus doesn’t say that about believers. He 
never vomits believers.  To be lukewarm is to be a hypocritical unbeliever who may have some 
attraction to Jesus and go to church, but has no faith that saves. 

So Jesus says to this church in verse 20, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me."  Jesus 
isn’t knocking on the door of individual’s hearts in verse 20. He’s knocking on the door of the 
church.  He’s saying that if even one person in the church believes, he’ll come into the church. 
But as it stands, he’s going to vomit the whole church out of his mouth and remove them from 
among the churches.  Behind the invitation is a threat. 

CONCLUSION 

So five churches. All of them beset with sin. All of them Jesus threatens that he will oppose them 
if they do not repent.  Sin must be dealt with because it will kill the church.  Sin that is 
unchecked in the church will spread and affect the whole.  Paul says in Galatians 5:9: "A little 
leaven leavens the whole lump."  In 1 Corinthians 15:33 he warns: "Do not be deceived: “Bad 
company ruins good morals.”"  

If unrepentant sin spreads in the church, Jesus will oppose that church and it won’t last.  
Repentance must start on the individual level because holy churches are made up of holy 
individuals.  So Paul tells us to be killing sin in our lives: 

Colossians 3:5: "Put to death therefore what is earthly in you” 

He says in Ephesians 5:3–5: "Sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even 
be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor 
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure 
of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an 
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God."  

He goes on: Ephesians 5:8–12: "Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that 
is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the 
things that they do in secret."  

He says in Romans 8:13: "For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live."  

Paul isn’t the only one who writes about the need for us to be killing sin.  Peter says 1 Peter 
1:14–16: "As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.”"  
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The author of Hebrews writes (12:25, 29): "See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For 
if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we 
escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. . . . Our God is a consuming fire. 

John writes in his first epistle: 1 John 3:10: "By this it is evident who are the children of God, 
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor 
is the one who does not love his brother."  

So, we must be killing sin in our own lives in pursuit of practical holiness.  A church that is made 
up of individuals in pursuit of holiness will be a church that is in pursuit of holiness.  A church 
that is holy is not one that Jesus opposes.  But a church that is unholy is a church that Jesus 
opposes.  We don’t want to be a church that Jesus opposes. 

So, although we have no guarantee from the Lord that Treasuring Christ Church will endure until 
he comes back, if we are to be a church that lasts, we must be committed to holiness.  So, 
church, let’s make it our aim to pursue personal holiness as we seek to become more like Christ.  
And let’s help each other pursue holiness, so that, as far as it depends on us, we are a church that 
endures. 

God’s blueprint for Treasuring Christ Church is this: 

To be a church that grows, we must be committed to Scripture. 

To be a church that reaches the lost, we must be committed to worship. 

To be a church that lasts, we must be committed to holiness. 
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