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FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN 
Isaiah 9:1–7 (Advent 2017) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
December 24, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

I was so excited for the birth of our kids that before each one was born, I prepared an email with 
their birth announcement and blanks for the birth date and weight.  They were all ready to go—
with everyone’s email inputted—and all I had to do when they were born was type in the details 
and hit send. 

We love receiving birth announcements. We love hearing of the joy and hope and fulfillment of 
many expectations.  That’s one of the reasons we all love the Christmas story so much.  The 
greatest birth announcement ever given is recorded in Luke 2:11, where the angel announced to 
the shepherds at night, “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 

This was a birth announcement full of hope, joy, and fulfilled expectations.  In fact, this is the 
only verse in the Bible that Jesus is called all three of these titles in one verse: Savior, Christ, and 
Lord.  This was the heavenly announcement of the birth of the one who would rescue people 
from sin, the Savior; the birth of the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ; the birth of the King of 
kings, the Lord. 

On this night, the world was first told of the birth of the God-man, Jesus Christ.  But in truth, the 
birth announcement was written long before the angel appeared.  For what the angel said that 
night was the fulfillment of a prophecy given 700 years earlier.  The birth announcement of 
Jesus—the Savior, Christ, and Lord—had been written centuries before and only the details 
remained to be filled in when Jesus was born.  The words the angel used were patterned after the 
prophecy in Isaiah 9. 

Text 

Isaiah 9:1–7: "But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of 
his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this."  



www.tccathens.org 

2 

 

A Child Born for Us 

I want to begin our look at this passage by noting carefully the words of verse 6.  In this verse a 
child is born and his name is “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  So this is no ordinary child. This child is God himself, yet one who is born in the 
likeness of man.  This child is the God-man we know as Jesus.  In this verse, the announcement 
of his birth is given.  These are the words the angel patterned his announcement after: “To us a 
child is born, to us a son is given.”  This is an unusual way to announce the birth of a child. 

When we write a birth announcement, we write that the baby was born to the parents.  But 
Isaiah’s prophecy says, “To us a child is born, to us a son is given.”  And the angel said to the 
shepherds, “Unto you is born this day. . .” 

So from heaven’s perspective, this child was born not just to Joseph and Mary, but he was born 
to us.  In other words, Jesus was born as a gift to us.  He came down as a Christmas present from 
heaven.  In this passage, Isaiah tells of the rich blessings that have come to us because of the 
birth of this child. 

Isaiah wrote this prophecy 700 years before the birth of Christ, yet he wrote as if the birth had 
already taken place.  In this passage, it is as if Isaiah were cast forward in time and looked back 
on the mighty acts of God in the birth of Jesus so that he could say in his own day, “The works 
of God to come are as certain as if they were in the past.” 

And as we stand on this side of Jesus’ birth, we truly can look back to that day in light of the 
prophecy of Isaiah and see clearly the rich blessings that have come to us because Jesus was born 
to us. 

So on this Christmas Eve, we look briefly to Isaiah 9 to be reminded of five ways that Jesus is a 
gift to us. 

I. JESUS WAS BORN TO US TO BE OUR LIGHT  
Isaiah’s day was a time of great spiritual darkness.  Wicked Israel (the northern kingdom) had 
formed an alliance with Syria to wage war against Judah (the southern kingdom).  Judah was 
ruled by a wicked king named Ahaz.  Ahaz was a king that the Scriptures describe as one who 
did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 16:2).  He actually sacrificed his son 
as an offering to the god of Moab.  He even removed the bronze altar used for sacrifices that 
stood in front of the temple in Jerusalem and replaced it with one patterned after an altar he had 
seen the king of Assyria use in his worship of idols. 
In chapter 8, Isaiah warned of the coming Assyrian invasion into the land of Israel and Judah as 
judgment for their wickedness.  In a few years, Israel as a nation would be destroyed by Assyria.  
Judah would be weakened so that eventually the Babylonians would defeat them and carry their 
men into exile. 

The end of chapter 8 describes what would come of the people of Israel and Judah (v. 22): “They 
will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be 
thrust into thick darkness."  
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But in chapter 9, Isaiah’s prophecy continues with a ray of hope.  In a time to come (9:1), “There 
will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of 
the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.” 

The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali were northern territories in Israel, stretching west 
and far north of the Sea of Galilee.  The Assyrian army first came through these areas as they 
raided Israel. These were the first lands to be devastated by God’s judgments.  God held these 
territories in contempt for their idolatry. 

But Isaiah said that the dawn would rise on these lands of darkness.  The highway—the way of 
the sea—that stretched through the land would be made glorious by God.  Into this land would 
come not an invader, but a Savior. 

Matthew writes that at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, Jesus (4:13–16) “went and lived in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has 
dawned.”"  Into the very land that was first laid waste by the Assyrians, Jesus would come first 
to shine as the light in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

Like Isaiah’s day, Jesus was born into a spiritually dark time.  It was a time of darkness of 
revelation. The Jews had endured centuries of silence from heaven with no new revelation and 
no prophets declaring the words of the Lord.  It was a time of darkness of leadership.  The 
Jewish religious leaders didn’t know God, didn’t trust God, and taught a religion of earning your 
way to heaven based on works. They were more concerned with appearances than with the 
righteousness that God requires.   

It was a time of darkness in the temple. Although Herod had begun construction of a beautiful 
temple, the glory of the Lord that had been present in Solomon’s temple never visited it, never 
inhabited it.  These were dark days. 

But 9:2 declares, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone."  Jesus was born to us as the light.  Just as 
light brings life, Jesus brought spiritual life.  The Apostle John says "In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. . . . The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world." (1:4, 9).  Just as light exposes darkness, Jesus exposed those who did not truly love God. 

John writes in 3:19-20: "Light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed."  

Just as light dispels darkness, Jesus drove out falsehood with truth, ignorance with wisdom, 
impurity with holiness, sorrow with joy, and death with life.  Jesus declared himself to be the 
Light of the world (8:12) and said in John 12:46: "I have come into the world as light, so that 
whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness." 
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II. JESUS WAS BORN TO US FOR OUR JOY 

Isaiah’s prophecy in verse 3 says, "You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil."  
Isaiah foresaw a time when the people of God would be multiplied.  No longer would the people 
of God be a small remnant.  Jesus would fulfill the Abrahamic covenant, that all the nations 
would be blessed through him and that God would multiply his descendants as the sands on the 
seashore (Gen. 22:17).  One day, a remnant of the nation of Israel will repent and trust in Jesus 
the Messiah, and their joy will increase like that of the joy of harvest time. 

And Jesus came as a light not only to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles. He came for all the 
nations.  As the gospel spreads across the earth, people from every tongue, tribe, and nation 
come to know Jesus and are born again as the people of God.  The triumph of his grace ensures 
that many sons are brought to glory (Hebrews 2:10).  For all of us who trust in Jesus, as we obey 
his commandments, he promised that his joy would be in us and our joy would be made full 
(John 15:11). 

III. JESUS WAS BORN TO US TO FREE US FROM BONDAGE AND OPPRESSION 

Isaiah 9:4: "For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian."  

Promised to Israel one day is the freedom from the bondage of all foreign powers.  Jesus himself 
will be Israel’s king with no one to oppress the Jews.   

What Israel awaits politically, we have experienced spiritually.  We who have believed in Christ 
have experienced the freedom of the bondage to sin.  No longer is sin our master.  Paul writes in 
Romans 6:17: "Thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed.” 

And he writes in Romans 8:2: "The law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 
the law of sin and death."  No longer do we owe sin’s penalty.  There is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).  The reason we no longer owe sin’s penalty is that 
Jesus paid it for us on the cross. 

In 1 Peter 3:18, we read, “Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.  Jesus said that 
the reason why he came was not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
many (Mark 10:45).  And one day, we will no longer experience the presence of sin.  In heaven, 
our sanctification will be complete. We will be holy as he is holy. 

IV. JESUS WAS BORN TO US TO BRING US PEACE 

Isaiah 9:5: "For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the fire."  

Again, Isaiah looks to a time in Israel’s future when all war will cease.  Every boot of the warrior 
and every battle fatigue stained with blood will be burned for fuel because it is no longer 
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necessary for warfare.  When Jesus returns to the earth to reign as King, there will be a 1,000 
year period of unprecedented, universal peace across the earth.  But until that time, there is a 
peace that Jesus has brought that is more important than treaties between nations.  The peace that 
Jesus achieved for us was peace with God.  When he was born the angels proclaimed in Luke 
2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

Peace with God came through God in the manger.  The child born in the manger would achieve 
for us peace with God.  Because of our sin nature, we were born at war with God. We rebelled 
against him and were his enemies.  But Christ reconciled us to God through the cross, putting an 
end to hostility (Ephesians 2:16).  So Paul writes in Romans 5:1, “Since we have been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The only ones who have 
peace with God are the ones justified by faith. 

V. JESUS WAS BORN TO US TO RULE OVER US 

Isaiah 9:6–7: "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.” 

When Jesus comes to reign on earth, he will bear the weight of government upon his shoulders as 
he rules all the nations of the world.  He won’t rule as a tyrant or a dictator who doesn’t care 
about his people. He will establish his kingdom with justice and righteousness.   

He will be called Wonderful Counselor.  He will rule with supernatural wisdom and uncommon 
concern for his people.  

He will be called Mighty God.  He will have the power to execute his plans and protect his 
people and be worshiped as the only one worthy of worship. 

He will be called Everlasting Father.  He is not the Trinitarian Father, but he will forever rule his 
people in tenderness as a father would care for his children. He will love us as he rules us. We 
will enjoy a close relationship with our king. 

He will be called Prince of Peace.  He will bring about peace between all nations and settle any 
disputes with truth and justice. Truth will always win out. Justice will always prevail. 

There will be no end to his reign because he comes in the line of David.  To David was given the 
promise that his throne would be established forever.  Jesus fulfills the Davidic covenant and his 
reign will be eternal. 

CONCLUSION 

So Jesus was born to be our light, born to be our joy, born to free us from the bondage and 
oppression of sin, born to bring us peace with God, and born to rule over us.  To us was born a 
child; to us was given a son.  In his human nature, he was born to us as a child.  In his divine 
nature, he was given to us as God’s own Son.  He came in sinless perfection to a people of sin. 
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The sinless One was born to sinners as a gift to us.  To us he was born.  But who is the “us”?  
Not everyone.  The prophecy in Isaiah 9 was written to the believing remnant of Israel and 
Judah.  And the blessings that Jesus gives in fulfillment of the prophecy are not given to 
everyone.  The promises are only for those who receive the gift of Jesus.  If you don’t take the 
gift, you don’t get the gift. 

John 1:12 says, “To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.”  You must receive Jesus as a gift.  To receive Jesus is to believe in 
Jesus.  To receive the gift of the one born in the manger is to believe in the one who was born in 
the manger.  Ultimately, Jesus was born and given only to those who receive him—that is, those 
who take him by faith. 

If you haven’t trusted in Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins, will you this Christmas 
receive the best gift ever given from heaven?  Jesus was born, crucified, and resurrected for 
anyone who would believe in him.  And if you trust in Christ as your Lord and Savior, then he 
will save you from your sins and all these gifts of Jesus will be yours as well. 
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