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CALLED OUT FOR ABUNDANT LIFE 
John 10:1–10 (No. 55) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
January 21, 2018 

INTRODUCTION 

In John 10, we come to a passage that is familiar to all students of Scripture and I think it 
contains some of the most comforting words Jesus ever spoke.  The theme of this chapter is that 
Jesus is the good shepherd of the people of God.  The people of God are pictured as sheep who 
need the guidance, care, and nurturing of the good shepherd.  Thankfully, Jesus came to be our 
good shepherd.   

This imagery of God as the shepherd caring for his people is rooted in the Old Testament.  In that 
sense, the imagery Jesus employs in chapter 10 isn't new.  In the Old Testament, God is pictured 
as the shepherd of Israel with the people of God regarded as his sheep. 

For example, in perhaps the most beloved of all the Psalms, David writes in Psalm 23:1, “The 
Lord is my shepherd.”  He goes on to describe his experience with the Lord as if he were a 
sheep: "He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my 
soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me" (vv. 2-4). 

In Psalm 79:13, Asaph writes to God, “We your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give 
thanks to you forever. . .”  In the next psalm, 80:1, God is addressed: “Give ear O Shepherd of 
Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.”  And in Psalm 95:7: “He is our God and we are the 
people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.” 

Like sheep, God’s people have a tendency to wander. The Old Testament imagery reflects that.  
So the psalmist cries out in the last verse of Psalm 119:176: “I have gone astray like a lost sheep; 
seek your servant.”  In Isaiah 53:6, redeemed Israel makes this confession, “All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way.” 

Because we like sheep are prone to wander, prone to injure ourselves through sin and 
disobedience, and are easily wounded by trials in this world, God is presented in the Old 
Testament as a tender-hearted, loving shepherd who comes to our aid.  We read in Isaiah 40:11, 
“He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.”  So the Old Testament pictures God as 
the shepherd over his flock, Israel—the people of God. 

But the Old Testament also recognizes another reality.  Though God raises up men who serve as 
under-shepherds to care for his people, there also come evil religious leaders—false shepherds—
who terrorized the flock of God and use the sheep for their own gain.  One passage in particular 
pictures the devastation that false shepherds inflict on God's people. The passage also announces 
God’s judgment on them.  This passage is important to look at because it is the backdrop to 
Jesus' teaching in John 10.  Look with me at Ezekiel 34. 
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Ezekiel 34 

In Ezekiel 34, God gives Ezekiel a prophecy concerning the wicked leaders of Israel who led 
Israel astray and into the Judgment of God, culminating in their exile.  

Ezekiel 34:1–10: "The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 
You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not 
feed the sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured 
you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and 
with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there was no 
shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; they wandered 
over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the 
earth, with none to search or seek for them. “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the 
LORD: As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my 
sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my 
shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not 
fed my sheep, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, 
Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to 
their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep 
from their mouths, that they may not be food for them."  

The false shepherds were gorging themselves on the sheep.  They didn't sacrifice for the health 
of the sheep. Instead, they made the people of Israel the sacrifices for their personal gain.  But 
God, the true shepherd of Israel announced: 

Ezekiel 34:11–16: "“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep 
and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have 
been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed 
on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make 
them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I 
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them in justice."  

This is a picture of the millennial kingdom of God bringing forth his people from around the 
world and giving them rest.  Yet, God will judge between those who are true sheep and those 
who are imposters. 

Ezekiel 34:17–22: "“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between 
sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good 
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear 
water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you 
have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? “Therefore, thus 
says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
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sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till 
you have scattered them abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will 
judge between sheep and sheep."  

Then listen to this great promise: 

Ezekiel 34:23–24: "And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken."  

Who is the shepherd that God will send and feed the flock of God? The answer is found in John 
10. 

Text 

John 10:1–10: "“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they 
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used 
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly."  

Jesus Fulfills Ezekiel 34 

Jesus is the fulfillment of Ezekiel 34:23.  He is the good shepherd of the flock of God sent from 
God.   

But when Jesus came to Israel, the flock of God, what did he find?  He found leaders of Israel 
who were like the false shepherds of Ezekiel 34. He found leaders like the Pharisees who ruled 
the people religiously, but who used the people for their own power and profit. For the evidence 
of that, we need look no further than chapter 9. 

The Pharisees didn’t care about the Jewish beggar who was born blind and then healed by Jesus.  
They only cared to condemn Jesus because of their hatred for him.  The Pharisees were the 
religious leaders of the people. But they showed no pastoral concern for this man. Instead, they 
ridiculed him like they ridiculed Jesus and, in their rage, cut him off from the synagogue. 

While the healed man worshiped Jesus, the Pharisees scorned Jesus.  As the healed man’s eyes 
grew wider and wider as he understood who Jesus was, the Pharisees’ eyes grew narrower and 
narrower as they were consumed by their darkness.  All the evidence the Pharisees needed to 
believe in Jesus was before them. But they would not see the light because they were blind. 

That’s why you can’t reason people to faith. You can’t possibly provide enough evidence for 
anyone to believe in God because in their blindness they’ll always say it’s not enough. Why? 
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 Because they can’t see the light. Blind eyes aren’t opened by evidence. 

The Pharisees were spiritually blind even as they claimed to see.  Their blindness was proven in 
that they continued to reject Jesus despite all the evidence that Jesus is who he said was.  
Because the Pharisees rejected Jesus, he said in the last verse of chapter 9, their guilt remained. 

Now it’s very important for you to notice something between chapter 9 and chapter 10.  Namely, 
there is nothing between chapter 9 and 10.  There is no break between the chapters. Nothing 
happened in between. (John didn’t write the chapter numbers.)  Jesus’ audience in chapter 10 is 
the same audience at the end of chapter 9.  The healed man is there. The Pharisees are there. And 
we find out in verses 19–21 there were other Jews there too.  So chapter 10 is a continuation of 
the story. 

He said the Pharisees’ guilt remains and then immediately he gave a word picture about thieves 
and robbers climbing over a wall to steal sheep.  The word picture didn’t come out of nowhere.  
Who do you suppose the thieves and robbers are? The Pharisees!  The word picture that begins 
chapter 10 is a picture of what happened in chapter 9. 

What happened in chapter 9 is Jesus, the true shepherd of God, came to gather a flock for himself 
from the fold of Israel even as thieves and robbers abused the sheep.  Jesus, the good shepherd, 
sought out this man as if he were a lost lamb in order to give him spiritual life. Jesus called out to 
him, so to speak, beckoning the man to follow him like a shepherd calls out to his sheep. 

In our passage, we find two reasons why Jesus came.  This is the first reason: Jesus came to 
gather a flock unto himself from the fold of Israel, and, then, (as we’ll see in verse 16) from the 
fold of the Gentiles. 

I. JESUS CAME TO GATHER A FLOCK TO HIMSELF 

Now with that in mind, let’s look at the word picture in verses 1–5 and its meaning will be clear. 

It’s very important with a word picture like this not to over-interpret the details. Not every detail 
has symbolism. Some of the details are given in order to tell the story.  What’s important is the 
main idea. So let’s look for the main idea in the word picture. 

Chap. 10:1–3a: "“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens.”"   

Jesus’ word picture was an image familiar to Jews.  A sheepfold was a place that sheep were 
kept when they weren’t grazing in a pasture.  At night, a shepherd would lead his sheep into the 
sheepfold, close the door, and often hire a gatekeeper to keep watch at night.  Many sheepfolds 
were like this one: open-air courtyards, usually surrounded by a wall of rough stones sometimes 
as high as 10 feet.  In the wall was only 1 sturdy door. That was the only authorized access point 
into the sheepfold. 

If someone were to climb the wall to get into the sheepfold, that could only mean they were up to 
no good.  Sneaky thieves and violent robbers went over the wall.  But true shepherds went in 
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through the door. In the morning, when the shepherd came for his flock, the gatekeeper would 
open the door for him.  Jesus was comparing the Pharisees to thieves and robbers.  As spiritual 
leaders in Israel, they didn’t lead and care for the people as God would have them. Instead, like 
thieves and robbers, they abused the people for their advantages.  But Jesus, the shepherd, came 
to Israel with the authority of God.  To him, the gate, so to speak, was opened because he was the 
true shepherd who loved and cared for the sheep.  

Now in the Near East, shepherds would gather their sheep by their voice with their own special 
call.  One journalist in the early 1900s witnessed such a thing. He wrote: “Early one morning I 
saw an extraordinary sight not far from Bethlehem. Two shepherds had evidently spent the night 
with their flocks in a cave. The sheep were all mixed together and the time had come for the 
shepherds to go in different directions. One of the shepherds stood some distance from the sheep 
and began to call. First one, then another, then four or five animals ran towards him; and so on 
until he had counted his whole flock.”  Sheep know their shepherd’s voice and respond. 

In the same way, Jesus came to call out his sheep from among the nations.  He continues his 
word picture in v. 3b–5: "The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers.”"  

Just as he called out the man he healed from among the sheepfold of Israel, Jesus came to call 
out all those who are his own.  He said in 6:37: "All that the Father gives me will come to me, 
and whoever comes to me I will never cast out."  The reason anyone comes to Jesus is that they 
belong to God. All that the Father gives him come to him.  Those God has chosen will believe in 
Jesus. 

On the other hand, Jesus says to the unbelieving Jews in 10:26: “You do not believe because you 
are not among my sheep."  Notice carefully: he doesn’t say, “You are not among my sheep 
because you do not believe.”  Rather, he says, “You do not believe because you are not among 
my sheep.”  That is, we don’t become Jesus’ sheep by believing. Rather, we come to believe in 
Jesus because we are his sheep.  If they were of his sheep, they would believe.  But since they 
are not of his sheep, they don’t believe. 

So Jesus’ call is not a making of sheep, but a gathering of his sheep—that is, a gathering of 
God’s chosen people.  Christ was sent to gather his sheep. He calls out and they come to him.  
Jesus is calling out his sheep yet today.  He knows his sheep by name. 

Do you hear Jesus’ words here as a mad man or do you hear his words as the Savior of the 
world?  Are you irresistibly attracted to Jesus such that you are ready to lay down your life, bow 
your heart, and surrender to him as Lord and Savior?  If you hear his voice call out to you, come 
to him. 

God calls out in Isaiah 55:3: “Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live.”  
Jesus is the shepherd who calls out to his lost sheep and they respond.  When they know the 
shepherd’s voice, they won’t follow a stranger.  Verse 5 contains a double negative—they will 
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certainly not in no way follow a stranger.  In verse 8, he says, “All who came before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.” 

That is, the Pharisees were leading the people, but the true sheep of God were waiting to hear 
from their Messiah. They didn’t listen to the false shepherds.  Rather, the sheep follow the 
shepherd of their soul. They trust him alone. They know him and they are known by him. 

Jesus came not only to gather a flock to himself, but, secondly, he came to give the flock 
abundant life. 

II. JESUS CAME TO GIVE THE FLOCK ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Pharisees didn’t comprehend Jesus’ word picture (v. 6): "This figure of speech Jesus used 
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them."  So Jesus explained the 
meaning, but did so in a way that added to his original word picture: 

10:7: “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.” 

So he expanded the word picture. Previously, he was clearly the shepherd. But now he says that 
he is, in another sense, the door.  What did he mean?  In verse 9, he continued: "I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture."  He means that 
the only way to be saved is through him.  He is the door—the only door. The way to be saved is 
through Jesus and him alone 

He says much the same thing in 14:6:  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me."  There is no other way to the Father except through Jesus as the 
way and the door.  We are saved from God’s wrath and brought into peace with God through 
Jesus.  So what did Peter preach in the early days of the church? 

Acts 4:12: "There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”"  

Not only are we saved by Jesus, he leads us (v. 9) in and out to pasture.  That’s a picture of a 
satisfied life.  Verse 10: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.” 

Again, this is the second reason why Jesus came in this passage.  In contrast to the thief (the 
Pharisees) whose purposes are only ill, Jesus came not only to give us spiritual life, but abundant 
life.  As one writer says, this is life “at its scarcely imagined best” (Carson).  He gives life that is 
not only eternal, but life that is satisfied.  What a promise from our shepherd. 

CONCLUSION 
This is quite a portrait of our Lord and Savior.  These are comforting and encouraging words 
from our shepherd.  For those of us who have been saved by Jesus, we have much to be thankful 
for.  For those who haven’t trusted in Jesus, there is still time because you’re still here. So hear 
the voice of Jesus calling you and come to him with a bowed, repentant heart, and trust in Jesus 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 
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