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BELIEVE THE WORKS 
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February 11, 2018 

INTRODUCTION 

Text 

John 10:22–42: "At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and 
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him 
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 
name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are 
one.” The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, “I have shown you 
many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” The Jews 
answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, 
because you, being a man, make yourself God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your 
Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and 
Scripture cannot be broken— do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the 
world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? If I am not doing the works 
of my Father, then do not believe me; but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, 
believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the 
Father.” Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands. He went away again 
across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. And 
many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man 
was true.” And many believed in him there."  

Jesus’ Love for His Enemies 

Jesus’ love for his enemies in the Gospel of John is remarkable.  As the story of Jesus’ life 
develops, the Jews’ animosity toward him increases.   

In chapter 5, they sought to kill him because they considered him a Sabbath breaker for healing 
on the Sabbath and for calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.  In chapter 
7, they sought to arrest him because he declared that he came from God.  In chapter 8, they 
picked up stones to kill him because he announced that he was the I Am—the very God of 
Abraham and of Moses.  And now in chapter 10, they seek to both arrest and kill him. 

Despite the Jews’ malice, Jesus did not withhold from them the truth that saves.  On the contrary, 
Jesus plainly told them who he was, why he came, who sent him, and what his mission was.  To 
his enemies, Jesus fully disclosed himself. He never became embittered. He never lashed out in 
unrighteous anger. He never abused them. He never sought to slander them or bear false witness 
against them.   
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One eye-witness to all this was the disciple Peter, who would later reflect on Jesus’ life and 
write: 

1 Peter 2:21–23: "Christ. . . suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly."  

We need to consider the remarkability of Jesus’ love for his enemies.  Despite mistreatment, 
Jesus continued to speak truth to his enemies.  Had his enemies simply embraced the truth he 
taught, they would be saved. He wanted them to be saved. 

He also knew that time was short.  In only three months or so, Passover would come and it 
would be his hour to lay down his life so that those who trust in him could be forgiven of their 
sins.  So for a final time—in the last of Jesus’ public declarations (as far as the Gospel of John is 
concerned)—Jesus gave an invitation to his enemies to believe in him.  Here, as the Jews 
celebrated the Feast of Dedication, he gave them one more opportunity to dedicate their lives to 
him. 

Throughout Jesus’ ministry, both his words and his works testified about his true identity as God 
and the Christ.  Had they believed either his words or his works, they would have been led to 
eternal life.  But they had believed in neither and ridiculed both.  But for a final time, Jesus 
extended an invitation to the Jews to believe in him. 

He did so—as we’ll see in our passage—while defending the truthfulness and trustworthiness of 
both his words and works. 

I. JESUS’ WORKS ARE TRUE 

Jesus’ invitation to the Jews in Jerusalem was given under the threat of death (v. 31): “They 
picked up stones again to stone him.”  The reason they picked up stones was that they believed 
Jesus was a blasphemer because he said in verse 30, “I and the Father are one.” 

He didn’t claim to be the same Person as the Father, but claimed to have the same essence as the 
Father.  In other words, Jesus declared by these words that he was God.  Since the Jews didn’t 
believe that he was God—after all, how could God become a man?—they charged him with 
blasphemy. 

Under the Old Testament Law, the penalty for blasphemy was stoning: “Whoever blasphemes 
the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him” (Lev. 
24:16). 

But during Jesus’ day, the Jews weren’t self-ruled, they were under Roman rule.  Under Roman 
laws, only Roman authorities could impose capital punishment, which is why they eventually 
went to Pilate to authorize his killing.  The fact that they were prepared to stone Jesus on the spot 
gives you an idea how outraged they were.  This was an angry mob who had heard enough and 
wanted to take judgment into their own hands without a trial. 
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As we’ve noted before, there surely weren’t stones just lying around Solomon’s colonnade for 
this purpose.  But the temple mount was still under construction during Jesus’ day, so they must 
have gone out to the area under construction to pick up stones.  The mob was angry, but they 
were also very aware of what they were doing. 

But Jesus stopped them with a well-timed question (v. 32): “Jesus answered them. . .”—that is, 
he answered their threat of violence with this question—"‘I have shown you many good works 
from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?’” 

At first glance, his question seems out of place.  They were angry because of his words not his 
works. So why would he shift the focus away from his words to his works?  It was actually an 
ingenious move. The question put them on record.  By posing the question, he forced them to 
admit that his works were not worthy of death.  

They replied (v. 33a): “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you, but for 
blasphemy. . .”  Had there been something that he had done worthy of death, they would have 
surely stated it.  “We’re going to stone you for blasphemy as well as these things that you have 
done. . .”  But even they couldn’t condemn his works.  They were forced to concede the 
argument that his works weren’t worthy of death. 

Though they made an issue out of him healing on the Sabbath, even they couldn’t justify stoning 
him for that.  If they were to stone him, they would do so despite the evidence that his works 
proved that his words were true. 

Jesus wasn’t subtle about the truthfulness of his works: “I have shown you many good works 
from the Father.”  I’ve done them, you’ve seen them.  I haven’t done a few, I’ve done many.  
The works haven’t been bad and impure, they’ve been good and holy.  I’ve done them all in the 
name and power of the Father (5:19), even as you have accused me of being demon-possessed.  
“So, Jews, which of my many good works are you going to stone me for?” 

If there was ever a time to bring out evidence of Jesus’ blameworthy actions, this would have 
been the time to do so.  But they did not because they could not.  His works were true in that they 
were a sign pointing to his true identity. 

II. JESUS’ WORDS ARE TRUE 

Again, verse 33: “The Jews answered him, ‘It is not for a good work that we are going to stone 
you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.’”  They viewed Jesus as a 
mere man who made himself out to be God. To them, Jesus was a con-man, a pretender, a 
scammer, one holding himself out to be someone he was not. 

No one can become God. That much is true.  But Jesus—being a man—didn’t make himself 
God.  Rather, he did something even more astonishing: Jesus—being God—became a man.  He 
didn’t ascend into deity. He descended into humanity. 

At issue, then, was Jesus’ self-expression—how he identified himself with his words.  He had 
called God his Father and referred to himself as God’s Son. He used exalted language to identify 
himself.  How would Jesus defend that his words were true? 
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He did so in a wonderful way. He defended his words about himself with God’s word in 
Scripture: 

Verse 34-36: “Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? If he 
called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— do you say 
of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I 
said, ‘I am the Son of God’? “ 

Jesus quoted Psalm 82:6: “I said, you are gods.”  He cited the “Law” as its source because in 
those days the Law could be used as a way to refer to the whole Old Testament. 

Now, in Psalm 82, God confronted the unjust judges of Israel.  It begins, “God has taken his 
place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: “How long will you 
judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?” (vv. 1–2).  Then in verse 6, God condemned 
the unjust judges, saying: “I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, 
like men you shall die, and fall like any prince.””  So God called these unjust judges “gods” in a 
mocking way.  They were exalted rulers in Israel, but they would die like all men do. 

Jesus cited this verse to argue that if God’s word could legitimately call these men “gods,” even 
if in a mocking way, then how can it be illegitimate for Jesus, who was set apart by the Father 
and sent into the world, to call himself the Son of God?  If there is any sense in which mere men 
can be called “gods,” then how much more appropriate is it to call Jesus the Son of God?  They 
were called “gods” by God himself in Scripture and Scripture cannot be broken.  It must be right, 
in context, for God to call these unjust judges “gods” because Scripture down to the very words 
is accurate and authoritative. 

Jesus’ argument here doesn’t prove that he is the Son of God.  But if he is the Son of God—and 
he is—then it does prove that he was right to call himself the Son of God, that he wasn’t 
blasphemous to talk like he did, and that he words are true. 

III. JESUS’ WORKS ARE TRUSTWORTHY 

Jesus again shifted the argument back toward his works.  If his works are true, then they are also 
credible in what they point to—namely, that he is God.  If his works are true, then they are 
trustworthy to lead you to eternal life, if you believe them, because they are a sign that he is God. 

His works are so trustworthy that he made his doing the works of the Father the criterion to judge 
whether or not to believe his words.  That’s breathtaking because the truthfulness of his words 
doesn’t need to be proved by any outside evidence. His words are so trustworthy that they are 
self-authenticating in their truthfulness.  Nevertheless, he said (v. 37): "If I am not doing the 
works of my Father, then do not believe me. . ."  If his works weren’t true—if they weren’t really 
the works of God—then his words shouldn’t be believed either. 

He went on (v. 38): "But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that 
you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”  That is, if you 
won’t believe the testimony of his words, then at least believe the testimony of his works.  His 
works are sufficient in themselves to prove his unity with the Father and that he is God because 
the one who comes in the name of the Father will do the works of the Father. 
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He said, “know and understand.”  That’s the same Greek word twice with a different tense: 
literally, “know and keep on knowing.”  Believe Jesus’ works with this purpose: that you may 
have full comprehension that Jesus is one with the Father—that is, “the Father is in me and I am 
in the Father.” 

So Jesus was willing to let the testimony of his words stand or fall based upon the testimony of 
his works because he knew that his works were trustworthy to lead you to eternal life, if 
believed. 

IV. JESUS’ WORDS ARE TRUSTWORTHY 

Sadly, the Jews there in Jerusalem didn’t believe his words or his works (v. 39): “Again they 
sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands."  Evidently, they had a change of mind 
about their approach. Rather than stone him on the spot, they attempted to arrest him.  Perhaps 
Jesus’ words gave them pause enough to think it best to give him a trial and due process—not 
because they believed him but because he was an enigma to them.  They just couldn’t figure him 
out. His works were undeniable. But they just didn’t believe in him. 

The verb form of “arrest” gives the idea that they wanted to try him and get it over with.  Once 
and for all they wanted to learn who he was in a trial setting where witnesses could be brought 
forth against him and he could be forced to answer their questions.  But his hour was not yet. It 
wasn’t his time to be arrested, so he was able to escape from them. 

He withdrew to an area that was considerably less populated and removed from the hostility of 
Jewish authorities: 

(v. 40): "He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at 
first, and there he remained."  

The Jordan River was east of Jerusalem. So he went beyond the Jordan to the place where John 
the Baptist had baptized when he was still alive.  That place, according to 1:28, was “Bethany 
across the Jordan.”  Incidentally, this Bethany is not to be confused with the Bethany that we’ll 
read about in the next chapter.  The Bethany in chapter 11 was two miles east of Jerusalem and 
the home of Lazarus.  But this Bethany was beyond the Jordan River. 

As I told you when we studied chapter 1, Bethany across the Jordan must have been an 
insignificant town.  It’s location has never been found in modern archeology.  But that’s just the 
kind of town Jesus would have been looking for while the Jews were bent on arresting him.  In 
such a remote area, the authorities in Jerusalem would have little influence there.  In the area of 
Bethany across the Jordan is where he “remained”—a word with the idea that he settled in.  He 
stayed in and around that area roughly for three months before he made his way to Jerusalem for 
the final time for Passover. 

It wasn’t exactly a secret where he was: (v. 41): “And many came to him.”  Why did people 
come?  They came because of his teaching and his miracles.  So throngs of people discovered 
where he was and they came to meet him.  In that area, the influence of John the Baptist 
remained long after he had been beheaded. They still remembered what John had said about 
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Jesus.  (v. 41): “And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man 
was true.”"  What did John say about Jesus? 

In chapter 1, in this very place, John had called out to Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me’. . . .”  And John had said: “I saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. . . . And I have seen and have borne witness that this 
is the Son of God” (1:29–30, 32, 34). 

Unlike Jesus, John himself did no signs. But his greatness was not as a miracle worker, but in the 
faithfulness of his witness.  What John said about Jesus was true.  And based on the testimony of 
John and the signs and teachings of Jesus, (v. 42) “Many believed in him there.” 

That’s quite a contrast to the Jews in Jerusalem.  These Jews in Bethany believed John’s words 
and Jesus’ words and works and came to believe in Jesus.  The Jews in Jerusalem believed 
neither Jesus’ words nor works and therefore did not believe in him. 

The words of Jesus are trustworthy in themselves, but they can also be verified by the last 
prophet of the Old Testament era. 

CONCLUSION 

So Jesus’ works are true, his words are true, his works are trustworthy, and his words are 
trustworthy.  He gave a final invitation to the Jews in Jerusalem to believe in him.  And Jesus’ 
invitation to the Jews is his invitation to you today.  If you have doubts about who Jesus is look 
to his words and look to his works.  Both his words and his works reveal who Jesus is. 

If you have a loved one you long to come to know Christ, show him Jesus’ words and show him 
Jesus works.  Jesus’ words and works are self-authenticating.  You don’t need arguments or 
proofs or evidences beyond these.  Pattern your defense of the faith after Jesus’ defense of 
himself.  Look to Jesus and believe. That’s the invitation. Look to Jesus and believe. 

The portrait of Jesus revealed in God’s word is that Jesus is the Son of God, very God, who took 
on flesh, yet remained sinless and lay down his life on the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of all 
who would repent of their sins and believe in him.  Both his words and his works tell the same 
story.  If you won’t believe his words, believe his works.  But look to Jesus and believe. 
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