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INTRODUCTION 

This week, I’d like to skip forward to John 11.  We will study this passage again in much more 
depth sometime in the future when we come to it in our sequential study of John.  But, for now, 
because we as a church family have experienced the loss of someone we’ve loved, I thought it 
would be helpful for us to study how Jesus faced grief when someone he loved died.  In 
watching Jesus, we’ll be equipped to face grief when someone we love dies. 

The story in John 11 we know as the story of Lazarus’ death and resurrection.  The story has 
many details, but what we want to focus on is Jesus’ response to the pain caused by Lazarus’ 
death. 

Text 

John 11:1–46: "Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it. 

“Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us 
go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if 
anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” After saying these things, 
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.”  

“Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” Now when Jesus came, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles 
off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 
seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to 
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her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  

“When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. Now Jesus 
had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When the 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they 
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came to 
where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have 
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how 
he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 
have kept this man from dying?”  

“Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 
sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who 
had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done."  

The pain of death is something that affects us all.  Jesus wasn’t immune to feeling the pain of 
death. He experienced the grief of loved ones who died.  He was moved by the death of John the 
Baptist.  And in this chapter, he was moved by the death of his friend, Lazarus. 

The Bible tells us that we are not to grieve as those who don’t have hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13).  
So we are to grieve as those who have hope.  Jesus, then, because he was sinless, grieved with 
hope.  How should we be like him?  When we experience the pain of personal loss, how are we 
to face grief like Jesus did?  If he were physically present, what would Jesus say to us when we 
suffer the pain of loss?  The clearest example of how Jesus dealt with the loss of a loved one is 
this passage.  In this story of Lazarus’ death and Jesus’ resurrection of him, we find comforting 
truths to help us grieve with hope.  I want to show you from this passage what Jesus believes 
about the pain of personal loss—how to grieve like Jesus. 

The first thing Jesus believes about your suffering is that he has a purpose for it. 
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I. JESUS HAS A PURPOSE FOR YOUR GRIEF 

Some believe that the course of our lives is random and there is no grand design.  But the 
Scriptures teach us something much different.  God is always at work to accomplish his purposes 
even in our trials. 

You remember the story in Genesis of Joseph.  His brothers betrayed him and sold him as a 
slave.  They faked his death so that his father wouldn’t find out.  Later, Joseph was imprisoned 
because of a false accusation.  He was exiled to Egypt, far from his home.  Yet, God caused 
Joseph to rise to power as the ruler of Egypt under Pharaoh.  Eventually the family reunited and 
Joseph forgave his brothers. 

After all that, Joseph said to his brothers in Genesis 50:20: “You meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good.”  Not: “God used it for good,” as if God only made the best of a bad situation. 
But: “God meant it for good.”  God isn’t in the business of making lemons into lemonade.   

God meant it for good means that God had a purpose and a design underneath the brothers 
design and plan for evil.  The brothers meant evil for Joseph—they purposed, designed evil 
against him.  But God had a meaning for the events as well. God had a purpose for it; he had a 
design behind it. 

And just as God has a meaning for all that happens in life, God has a meaning for the death of 
loved ones.  Jesus would say about the death of loved ones, I have a purpose in this.  Two 
purposes are evident in our passage. 

First, it is for the glory of God.  When Jesus received the message that Lazarus was sick, he said 
(11:4), “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.”  Jesus would resurrect Lazarus. His death would not be final.  But in 
order for Jesus to be glorified in his power to resurrect the dead, Lazarus had to die.  All that God 
does is meant to glorify him. 

Romans 11:36: "For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever.” 

And Lazarus’ death was meant to glorify Jesus. 

Our passage says that after Jesus heard the news of Lazarus’ illness, he did not immediately go 
and make him well.  Verse 6 says that he remained where he was on the other side of the Jordan 
River for two days.  Jesus stayed put because God would be more glorified in resurrecting 
Lazarus than he would if he made him well.  It is more impressive to make a dead man alive than 
it is to make a sick person well.  So the grand design of Lazarus’ death was to glorify God.  A 
second purpose is also given. It’s another purpose in God’s design for us when we suffer 
personal loss.  The second purpose is that it is for our growth in faith. 
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Before he left to go to Lazarus, Jesus told his disciples (11:14-15): “Lazarus has died, and for 
your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”"  

Jesus wouldn’t resurrect Lazarus in secret. He would do it openly so that many would see the 
resurrection.  The reason for doing the miracle openly was so that others would see it and they 
would believe in Jesus.  Jesus wanted his disciples’ belief in him to grow. He wanted their trust 
in him to increase.  He values faith so much he will purpose for us to go through pain to gain it.  
Faith is like a treasure and God means for us to be rich in this treasure—rich in faith. But often 
increased riches in faith require hardship.  One of the ways God increases our faith is through 
affliction. 

James 1:2–4: "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing."  

1 Peter 1:6–7: "[N]ow for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ."  

Not only does God purpose pain for us to grow our faith, but also so that others will come to 
saving faith.  Many people were saved because of what Jesus did through Lazarus’ death and 
resurrection.  After he was resurrected, John 11:45–46 says, "Many of the Jews therefore, who 
had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him."  Jesus’ opponents were so 
angry that Lazarus was resurrected that John 12:10–11 says: "The chief priests made plans to put 
Lazarus to death as well, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and 
believing in Jesus."  

So Jesus had these two purposes behind the death of Lazarus.  He meant it for the glory of God 
and he meant it to grow faith. 

When a loved one dies, we are sometimes tempted to believe that we have done something 
wrong and that God is punishing us as a consequence.  But that’s not true. 

Or, we’re tempted to believe that God has withdrawn his love for us.  But that’s not true either.  
All that God does for his beloved is love. 

Romans 8:28: "And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose."  

He works out his love for us even in painful circumstances. 

So to grieve like Jesus requires that we believe as Jesus did. We must believe that Jesus has a 
purpose in our grief.  Secondly, we are reminded in this passage that Jesus will come and help 
you through your grief. 
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II. JESUS WILL COME AND HELP YOU THROUGH YOUR GRIEF 

Verse 17 says that Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was entombed and where his sisters, 
Mary and Martha, were grieving, along with a crowd of other Jews.  He came to them. 

Both Mary and Martha say to him the same thing (11:21, 32): “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.”  This isn’t a statement of condemnation, but a simple statement of 
faith in Jesus.  They weren’t faulting Jesus for not coming, they were placing their hope in Jesus.  
They knew that Jesus could heal.  Jesus can heal heart attacks and aneurisms and cancer.  There 
is no question that he has the power to do so.  These sisters were hoping in Jesus.  When Jesus 
came to them, their hopes were lifted to him. 

And when we face the pain of personal loss, Jesus is near to us who believe in him.  He promised 
this: “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  The psalmist 
writes: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).  You are 
not alone.  He is “near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  Jesus 
will come to help you through this. 

Third, Jesus hates what has caused your grief. 

III. JESUS HATES WHAT HAS CAUSED YOUR GRIEF 

When Mary came to him, she brought many mourners with her.  Verse 33 says, “Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping.”  The Greek word translated 
“weeping” is the word for wailing.  Uncontrollable sobbing. Crying out in anguish. 

When Jesus saw their weeping, verse 33 says, “He was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled.”  Deeply moved and greatly troubled.  The Greek word translated “deeply moved” was 
used in ancient literature to describe the angry snorting of a horse.  When it describes a person, it 
always suggests indignation and outrage.  “Greatly troubled” is the word for being agitated—like 
a stormy sea.  As he watched Mary and the others wail because of the death of Lazarus, Jesus 
was outraged and agitated.  Not at them. He wept too, as we’ll see.  He was outraged and 
agitated at the pain that death causes.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  He is the way, the 
truth, and the life.  He came to give life.  In creation, God created the world for life, not death. 

Everything happens according to God’s plan and the fall didn’t come as any surprise to God, but 
the pain and the sorrow and the loss because of death was not the way the world was created to 
be.  Jesus hated that sin brought death. 

When the psalmist writes "Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints” (Psalm 
116:15), he doesn’t mean the Lord is happy with death, he means that the Lord is happy to bring 
his saints home with him.  But death is an enemy. And Jesus hates it. 
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A fourth word of comfort to us as we grieve is that Jesus hurts with you in your grief. 

IV. JESUS HURTS WITH YOU IN YOUR GRIEF 

Just as we experience a mixture of emotions when we lose someone we love to death, Jesus also 
experienced a mixture of emotions.  He was outraged, but he also hurt too.  Verse 35 says 
simply, “Jesus wept."  This word for weeping is different than the one in verse 33 that described 
Mary. This is the word for silently shedding tears—silently bursting into tears.  As Jesus 
considered the situation, the tears streamed down his face. 

He knew he would raise Lazarus, so he wasn’t crying that Lazarus was no longer alive, but he 
was grieving because of the totality of the situation.  He felt compassion on the people who 
wailed because they thought they’d lost Lazarus forever.  He grieved over the world that is in the 
grip of sin and death.  He grieved because of their suffering and sorrow.  They hurt and he hurt 
for them. So Jesus swept. 

Finally, one more comfort in this passage. Jesus will overcome your grief. 

V. JESUS WILL OVERCOME YOUR GRIEF 

Verse 38 says he was “deeply moved again.” That’s the same phrase as in verse 33.  And as he 
was deeply moved, he was moved to action.  His compassion had action.  He didn’t merely feel 
for them, but he moved for them.  He acted on their behalf. He said, I will fix this, I will 
overcome this.  His indignation about death and this fallen world caused him to strike a blow to 
death.  He showed that death had no power over him.  Death is a hungry lion that devours, but 
the lion is on a leash and the leash is held by Jesus’ hand. 

Deeply moved, Jesus came to the tomb.  Then Jesus gave thanks to the Father out loud so that 
everyone would know that Jesus did this by the will of the Father.  And then Jesus did the 
miracle. 

John 11:43–44: "When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”"  

Lazarus was now alive. Jesus overcame the enemy of death.  For us, there is a gap between the 
time a Christian dies and his resurrection.  But there is no gap in Jesus’ compassion for us.  As 
surely as he raised Lazarus, he will raise his saints.  He will overcome death personally for 
everyone who trusts in him.  Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live” (5:25).  
Again, Jesus said in John 11:25–26:  “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?”"  
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CONCLUSION 

When Jesus died on the cross and rose from the grave, the final nail was placed in the coffin of 
death.  Death is now a defeated foe. Christ has conquered it. 

And though we experience death and the pain of losing those we love, we are comforted by the 
truths our Savior displayed in this passage: 

• Jesus has a purpose for your grief. 
• Jesus will come and help you through your grief. 
• Jesus hates what has caused your grief. 
• Jesus hurts with you in your grief. 
• Jesus will overcome your grief. 

If you can say yes, I believe, as Mary and Martha did, Jesus will comfort you as he did for them. 
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