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LAZARUS, COME OUT 
John 11:33–44 (No. 61) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
March 18, 2018 

INTRODUCTION 

Seventh Sign 

This morning we resume our series in John 11 and the resurrection of Lazarus.  In John’s Gospel, 
Lazarus’ resurrection is the seventh sign—the seventh miracle of Jesus recorded by John.  The 
previous six signs were changing water to wine, healing the official’s son, restoring the lame 
man, multiplying the loaves and fish, walking on water, and giving sight to the blind man. Each 
of these was a miracle—a display of the power of Jesus—a power unlike anyone ever had.  But 
John never calls these miracles, “miracles.” He calls them “signs.” That’s important. 

By the way, all the references to signs are in the first 12 chapters of the book and, for that reason, 
the first 12 chapters are often called the Book of Signs, while the second part of John is called 
the Book of Glory. 

In 2:11, the water turned to wine is called “the first of his signs.” 

In 2:23, “Many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing.” 

In 3:2, Nicodemus said to Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 

In 4:48, Jesus said to the official whose son was ill, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will 
not believe.” 

In 4:54, the healing of the official’s son is called, “the second sign that Jesus did when he had 
come from Judea to Galilee.” 

In 6:2, as Jesus traveled beside the Sea of Galilee, “A large crowd was following him, because 
they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick.” 

In 6:14, “When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the Prophet 
who is to come into the world!’” 

In 6:26, Jesus criticized the crowd for their unbelief: “You are seeking me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.” 

In 6:30, the crowd responded, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? 
What work do you perform?” 

In 7:31, the people down in Jerusalem wondered, “When the Christ appears, will he do more 
signs than this man has done?” 
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In 9:16, the Pharisees accused Jesus of being a sinner, but others said, “How can ca man who is a 
sinner do such signs?” 

In 10:41, the Jews beyond the Jordan River came to believe in Jesus and said, “John [the Baptist] 
did no sign, but everything that John said about this man is true.” 

In 11:47, as we’ll see, the chief priests and Pharisees respond to Lazarus’ resurrection with hatred 
and jealousy, saying, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs.” 

In 12:18, when the crowds gather for Jesus’ triumphal entry, John comments, “The reason why 
the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign [Lazarus’ resurrection].” 

Yet, in 12:37, “Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him.” 

So John only calls the miracles of Jesus “signs” and never once calls them “miracles.”  They 
were miracles. But John’s terminology highlights that these miracles were not mere displays of 
supernatural power, but were displays of supernatural power pointing (as a sign) to the reality of 
who Jesus is.  That’s why John begins to close the book with this from John 20:30–31: "Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name."  

So John records these seven signs—out of all that he could have told you about—because these 
seven signs collectively provide overwhelming proof that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
The signs weren’t performed to impress. They weren’t done mainly for humanitarian concerns—
healing the sick, feeding the hungry.  Jesus performed the signs to demonstrate that he is God.  
They are, therefore, sufficient proof in themselves of the deity of Jesus Christ. 

So we come now to the seventh sign, which is the most dramatic yet: Jesus resurrects Lazarus 
from the dead.  It wasn’t the first time Jesus resurrected someone from the dead. Scripture 
records two other of Jesus’ resurrections and he may have done more (Mk. 5:38-42; Lk. 7:11-
15).  But this resurrection is unlike the others in important ways. 

First, when Jesus resurrected the 12-year old girl and the young man, they had just died. They 
weren’t even in the grave yet. But Lazarus had been dead for four days. 

Second, Lazarus’ resurrection mirrors Jesus’ resurrection in a number of ways. Both 
resurrections were predicted. Both were entombed and in the grave for days. Both caused 
disciples of Jesus to mourn. Both resulted in many believing in Jesus. 

Third, the resurrection of Lazarus was the spark that ignited Passion Week. 

Summary of the Story So Far 

Lazarus lived in Bethany, just outside Jerusalem. He had two sisters—Martha and Mary—and 
they were all friends of Jesus.  Lazarus became ill. The sisters hoped that Jesus would heal their 
brother, so they sent a messenger to Jesus, who was about a day’s journey away.  When Jesus 
received word that Lazarus was ill, he told his disciples (v. 14) “This illness does not lead to 
death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
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 Nevertheless, Lazarus died and Jesus remained where he was two more days before heading to 
Bethany. 

As he came near to Bethany, Martha rose to go out to meet him. Mary stayed behind. When 
Martha saw Jesus, she said to him (v. 21), “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.”  She wasn’t blaming or accusing Jesus. She was expressing her faith in him. She 
knew he could have healed Lazarus. She knew he loved Lazarus and her family. Even in her 
darkest day, her hope remained in Jesus. 

Jesus answered her (v. 23), “Your brother will rise again.” Martha thought he meant on the day 
of resurrection at the end of the age. But Jesus meant something different. This was Jesus’ 
promise that he would raise Lazarus immediately and that’s what he meant when he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death.” 

Then Jesus disclosed his identity with the fifth I Am statement in John (v. 25), “I am the 
resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die.”  In other words, for those like Lazarus, who 
believe in Jesus, there is a death that does not lead to death. This is a death that leads only to the 
consummation of eternal life. Death is the door to eternal life.  

Martha was comforted by the Lord and privately called for her sister, Mary. She came quickly to 
meet Jesus, and the many Jews who had come to console the sisters followed after her.  When 
Mary saw Jesus, she said the same thing as her sister (v. 32), “Lord, if you have been here, my 
brother would not have died.”  In the same way, this was her expression of faith. When life was 
most difficult, both went to the Lord and continued to put their trust in him. 

In our last message, we left off with the powerful image of Mary in verse 32 fallen at the feet of 
Jesus—broken, yet bowed; sorrowful, yet full of faith.  This is the godly response to 
overwhelming sorrow.  Hope for the heavy-hearted is found at the feet of Jesus. 

That’s where we left off. We’ve seen the death of Lazarus in vv. 1–16; the sisters’ grief in vv. 
17–32; and now the resurrection of Lazarus in vv. 33–44. 

Text 

John 11:33–44: "When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them 
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” Then 
Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, 
for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with 
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”"  
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The Burden of Proof for a Resurrection 

Two things must be true for there to be a legitimate resurrection.  One, a person truly must be 
dead.  Two, the person who was dead truly must come back to life.  Only if both are true is there 
a resurrection.  If either of those tests fail, there is no resurrection.  If the person is only asleep or 
in a coma or on life support, there can be a resuscitation, but there is no resurrection.  If the 
person dies and their body doesn’t later display the signs of life, then there is no resurrection. 

It is really important to John that you read this story and come away believing that Jesus truly 
raised Lazarus from the dead.  If Jesus did that—and he did—then he is God.  That’s the point of 
John writing the story. 

So John records this story in such a way that you can be certain that Jesus truly did perform a 
resurrection.  He first provides us with multiple lines of evidence that Lazarus was truly dead.  
He then goes on to provide us with multiple lines of evidence that Lazarus truly came back to 
life.  Those are the two elements he must prove in order to establish that Lazarus was 
resurrected: Lazarus died and then he came back to life. 

I. EVIDENCES THAT LAZARUS DIED 

As we pick up the story, Mary, remember, was fallen at the feet of Jesus and she was weeping (v. 
33): "When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.” 

1.  The Sorrow of the Sisters 

The first line of evidence that Lazarus died was the sorrow of the sisters.  The Greek word 
translated “weeping” is the word for wailing in lament, uncontrollable sobbing, crying out in 
anguish.  Four days had passed since Lazarus’ death, but the pain remained overwhelming.  In 
verse 19 we’re told that “many” Jews had come to console Martha and Mary.  They were all 
before Jesus crying out in anguish. 

It was common in those days to express grief in a noisy, unrestrained fashion.  If you were in 
Bethany, you knew of Lazarus’ death.  The sisters believed that their brother had died from his 
illness and so did all the Jews who had come to console them. 

As Jesus witnessed this, he was “deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.”  “Deeply 
moved” comes from a Greek word that is difficult to translate because, at first glance, it doesn’t 
appear to fit the context.  It was used in ancient literature to describe the angry snorting of a 
horse before a battle.  It’s used only three other times in the New Testament: 

In Mark 14:5, the word is used of the disciples who “scolded” or “rebuked” Mary for anointing 
Jesus’ head with expensive ointment.  In Mark 1:43 and Matthew 9:30, it’s used of Jesus sternly 
warning or charging those he has healed.  It’s never a word of compassion. Rather, it has the idea 
of being upset and disturbed.  In like manner, the Greek word for “greatly troubled” is the word 
for being agitated—like the water on a stormy sea.  As he saw Mary and the others wail because 
of the death of Lazarus, Jesus was upset and agitated.  Was he upset and agitated at them for 
their grief?  I don’t think so because he wept too, as we’ll see.  The best explanation is that he  
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was upset and agitated at all the pain that comes from death.  Jesus said that he is the resurrection 
and the life.  He is the way, the truth, and the life.  He came to give life. 

In creation, God created the world for life, not death.  Of course, everything happens according 
to God’s plan, but the pain and the sorrow and the loss because of death was not the way the 
world was created to be.  Because of sin, death came and all the pain with it.  Jesus was upset 
and agitated at the pain that sin and death cause. 

So he was ready to put an end to their misery and said (v. 34), “Where have you laid him?”  

2.  The Fact of the Tomb 

This brings us to the second evidence for the death of Lazarus: the fact of the tomb.  The two 
sisters said, “Lord, come and see.”  They were ready to lead Jesus to the tomb where Lazarus’ 
body lay.  Their willingness to take Jesus to the tomb demonstrates that there was a place where 
Lazarus’ body could be seen.  His death was verifiable. Anyone in the crowd could go to the 
place of the tomb, open it up, and verify that Lazarus’ body was in the grave. 

3.  The Sorrow of our Savior 

Third, Lazarus’ death is verifiable by the sorrow of our Savior.  Verse 35: “Jesus wept.”  
Nowhere in Scripture is Jesus ever misled. He always knows the truth.  The truth was that 
Lazarus was dead.  Sure, Jesus was going to raise him. But don’t gloss over the fact that he was 
dead and that caused Jesus to weep.  He was upset and agitated, but he also hurt.   

The word for “wept” is not the same one in verse 33 that described everyone else’s anguish.  
This is the word for silently shedding a tear. It was a quiet, controlled sorrow.  He didn’t grieve 
as others grieved.  As he contemplated going to the place where he would see his dead friend’s 
body, the tears began to fall down his face.   

One of the hardest moments of funerals is the viewing.  No matter how much makeup they put 
on or how well they dress the body, you can tell—everyone can tell—the personhood of the body 
has left. They’re not in the body anymore. 

He felt compassion for those he loved.  They hurt and he hurt for them.  We must remember that 
grief does not indicate a lack of faith. Grief in itself is not sin.  This is one of the moments we see 
the humanity of Jesus in full display.  When we suffer because of the death of a loved one, there 
are complex emotions that spring up in us.  Jesus, in his humanity, was no different. He was at 
the same time upset, yet sorrowful; agitated, yet grieving.  He didn’t cry in secret. Everyone 
there saw the tears as they flowed down Jesus’ cheeks. 

4.  The Many and Varied Witnesses 

The fourth line of evidence for Lazarus’ death is the many and varied witnesses.  We’ve already 
seen that “many” Jews followed Mary as she came to meet Jesus (v. 31).  These Jews were 
witnesses of our Savior’s sorrow and some responded (v. 36), “See how he loved him.”  Jesus’ 
love for Lazarus was evident. There was no doubt that Jesus loved Lazarus.  It reminds us that 
Jesus’ delay in coming to Bethany wasn’t a lack of love.  And Jesus choosing not to heal  
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Lazarus wasn’t a lack of love either.  All that he did was love. 

But even as Jesus cried, other Jews were quick to criticize him (v. 37): “Some of them said, 
‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?’”  
They knew that Jesus just months before had healed the blind man in Jerusalem. They were 
convinced of that miracle.  Now they wondered why Jesus didn’t heal his friend.  Unbelief looks 
for a reason to blame God. 

Of course, Jesus could have healed Lazarus. But Jesus’ purpose wasn’t to heal Lazarus, but to 
raise him from the dead.  Lazarus could only be raised from the dead if Jesus refrained from 
healing his friend.  

But notice that even Jesus’ critics believed Lazarus was dead.  No one argued that Lazarus was 
still alive. The basis of their criticism was that Lazarus really died. 

5.  The Odor of the Corpse 

Jesus wasted no time. His compassion moved him to action: (vv. 38): "Then Jesus, deeply moved 
again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.”  “Deeply moved” is the same 
word used in verse 33. He was upset and disturbed. Perhaps now Jesus was upset at the Jews’ 
unbelief. 

So he came to the tomb. The tomb was a cave and a stone covered the entrance. That was a 
common way to be buried. It’s the same way Jesus was buried.  But when he arrived, he gave 
what seemed like a strange command (v. 39): “Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 
four days.’"  

Here is the fifth evidence of Lazarus’ death: the odor of the corpse.  The phrase “there will be an 
odor” is actually in the present tense.  In other words, if we open the tomb, there will be an odor, 
because there already is an odor.  All who came near Lazarus’ tomb knew that he was dead 
because they could smell the decay. 

Unlike the Egyptians, the Jews didn’t embalm their dead. Instead, the Jews buried their dead 
right away and loosely wrapped strips of cloth around the body, while wrapping the head 
separately.  They layered aromatic spices in the strips of cloth to counteract some of the smell, 
but that could only mask the smell early on. By day four, there was no counteracting it. 

6.  The Testimony of the Apostle John 

In verse 39, there’s one more subtle clue that Lazarus was dead.  In a highly unusual expression, 
John identifies Martha as “the sister of the dead man.”  That is John’s way of providing his own 
eyewitness testimony.  Lazarus’  body was there, but Lazarus himself was not.  In summary, 
there was no doubt that Lazarus was dead. 

It reminds me of the opening line of Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol: “Marley was dead: to 
begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that.”  This story, however, is no fiction. Lazarus 
was dead and there is no doubt whatever about that. 
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Again, to prove a resurrection, first, the person must have truly died and, second, the person must 
truly come back to life. 

Finally, we turn to evidences that Lazarus rose from the dead. 

II. EVIDENCES THAT LAZARUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD 

1. The Character of the Promise-Giver 

Verse 40: "Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?”"  

Jesus made a promise to Martha in verse 23, “Your brother will rise again.”  He went on to 
explain to her in verses 25–26 that he had the power to resurrect her brother anytime he wanted: 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”"  He then asked her if she believed this. 
She responded, “Yes, Lord.” 

Even though she didn’t fully understand all that he had said to her, he made a promise that he 
would raise Lazarus from the dead.  Jesus always keeps his promises because he is always 
trustworthy and true. 

So the first evidence that Lazarus rose from the dead is character of the promise-giver.  Jesus 
made a promise that he would do it. Since Jesus said he would, he did. 

Verse 41: “So they took away the stone.” 

2. The Origin of the Miracle Worker 

Recall that Martha had said to Jesus (v. 22), “I know that whatever you ask from God, God will 
give you.”  So Jesus took the opportunity of the gathered crowd to pray to the Father.  

Yet, it wasn’t so much a petition as it was a prayer of thanksgiving (vv. 41–42): "And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 
sent me.”"  

Time after time, Jesus testified to the Jews that he was sent from the Father.  Lazarus’ 
resurrection would be further proof of his claim.  But in this we see a second proof that Lazarus 
rose from the dead—the origin of the miracle worker.  You can be sure that Jesus raised Lazarus 
because he was sent from the Father.  He worked his works on behalf of the Father, who can do 
all things. So if you believe in God, then you must believe that the one God sent could give life, 
just as the Father gives life. 

Jesus said in 5:25–26: "“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has 
life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself."  
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3. The Crowd of Witnesses 

Jesus was now ready (v. 43): "When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out.”"  I want you to focus in on the word “loud.” Why did Jesus use a loud 
voice to resurrect Lazarus? It wouldn’t matter to Lazarus whether the voice was loud or soft. He 
was dead. The power wasn’t in the volume. He didn’t really need to say anything to resurrect 
Lazarus.  Why, then, would Jesus need to be loud? So that the whole crowd of Jews who had 
followed them to the tomb could hear Jesus’ command.  By crying out in a loud voice, Jesus 
ensured that every Jew who witnessed the resurrection knew that Jesus was the one who did it.  
They were witnesses of his power.  

This is the third proof of Lazarus’ resurrection: the crowd of witnesses. They heard Jesus do it; 
they saw Lazarus come out. 

All of Jesus’ seven signs in the Gospel of John were performed before witnesses. They weren’t 
done in secret, but were verifiable through eyewitnesses. 

4. The Power of God’s Word 

At the command of Jesus, verse 44 says, “The man who died came out. . .” 

What a display of power seen here! With only his voice, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  He 
obeyed the voice of Jesus, even though he was dead. He commanded the dead body of Lazarus to 
come to life, and he did.  He didn’t need Lazarus’ cooperation. He didn’t need Lazarus to meet 
him halfway. The call of Jesus was effectual to bring about what he commanded. 

Now we know that words can be powerful. They have the power to persuade, the power to build 
up, the power to tear down.  But only God’s word has the power to create. 

When God formed the world, he didn’t use his hands. He used his voice.  God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light (Gen. 1:3). Over and over again in Genesis 1, “God said. . . God said. . 
. God said. . .” and what God called for came into existence.  God spoke into existence what was 
not there. He didn’t assemble the world from bits and pieces, he created the world out of nothing.  

Only God can do that. So the fourth evidence of Lazarus’ resurrection is the power of God’s 
word.  He was raised by the power of God’s word, which is the only way he could have been 
raised. 

5. The Obedience of Lazarus 

Verse 44 again says, "The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.  The very fact that Lazarus was responding to Jesus 
means that he was now alive.  So the obedience of Lazarus is the fifth proof of his resurrection. 

It was plain to all that it was Lazarus. He came out with his grave clothes still on.  Dead men 
don’t walk. Dead men don’t climb out of the grave. But Lazarus came out because he was now 
alive. 
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6. The Identification by the Sisters 

Finally, Jesus said to them (v. 44), “Unbind him, and let him go.”  John doesn’t specify who 
Jesus was talking to, but I think he said this to his sisters.  They would be the most eager to see 
their brother alive.  If anyone could identify that the one who came out of the grave was truly 
Lazarus back from the dead, it would be the sisters.  So the sixth evidence for Lazarus’ 
resurrection is the identification by the sisters. 

CONCLUSION 

The evidence is compelling, isn’t it? Lazarus was dead, but then he was alive. Therefore, Jesus 
truly did resurrect Lazarus.  What could prove that Jesus is God more than being able to give life 
to the dead? Only God can create life and that’s what Jesus did. 

Jesus still resurrects people from the dead. Not yet in the physical sense, but now in a spiritual 
sense.  Paul writes in Ephesians 2:1 that, spiritually speaking, we all were dead in trespasses and 
sins.  We were all like Lazarus in the tomb.  We were dead to the things of God.  As dead men, 
we were unable to respond to the gospel.  We couldn’t decide for Christ anymore than Lazarus 
could decide to become alive.  We had no will to come to Christ any more than Lazarus’ rotting 
corpse had a will to meet Jesus halfway. 

The only way we become alive spiritually is if Jesus calls us out of the grave.  The call of Jesus 
is effectual to bring about what he commands.  If he calls you to eternal life, you live. If he 
doesn’t, you don’t. 

You and I aren’t the resurrection and the life. Only Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  
Salvation, then, is wholly a work of Christ.  Those he calls to eternal life, he also gives the will to 
believe in him. 

So our only hope in being saved is that Jesus calls our name, that he calls us out of the grave.  
And when he does, we believe. Trusting in Christ saves us, but this is not a work of our own. It is 
the work of the one who calls dead men to life, the one who is the resurrection and the life. 

And in this way the Son of God is glorified through our spiritual resurrection just as he was 
glorified in Lazarus’ physical resurrection.  
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