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WHILE YOU HAVE THE LIGHT,  
BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT 

John 12:34-36 (No. 67) 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Patience of God 

The patience of God with man is remarkable considering we’re all rebels and have sinned against 
him and he would be just to instantly punish us for each and every sin we commit.  We don’t 
give thanks to God enough for his patience with us, and this is evidence of remaining sin within 
us.  Instead, we get impatient with God, wondering why he hasn’t answered our prayers, while 
neglecting to consider why he should answer our prayers in the first place. 

God’s perfect patience is featured throughout Scripture.  He is patient with the people he has 
made, despite our disobedience and defiance.  For example: Adam sinned in the garden, yet God 
let him live for 930 years.  In the days of Noah, the world became so evil that God was sorry that 
he had made man on earth (Gen. 6:6), yet he gave the world 120 years to repent before sending 
the flood.  He led Israel out of Egyptian captivity, even as they carried the idols of the land with 
them. Then they complained about God’s provision, wished they were back in Egypt, and 
fashioned for themselves an idol. Yet in his patience, he didn’t utterly destroy them. 

One of the prominent themes in the story between God and Israel is his patience throughout its 
history.  They have disobeyed and God has been extraordinarily patient.  From the beginning, 
God was patient with them as they sinned against him.  He rebuked them in Jeremiah 22:21, 
“This has been your way from your youth, that you have not obeyed my voice.”  He went on to 
say in 32:30, “The children of Israel and the children of Judah have done nothing but evil in my 
sight from their youth. The children of Israel have done nothing but provoke me to anger by the 
work of their hands.”  Despite this, Israel is still not completely cut off from the favor of God.  
Paul asks in Romans 11:1, “Had God rejected his people? By no means!”  

Our testimony is the same. We have sinned and he has been patient.  Though we have sinned 
against God countless times, today we woke up again and each heartbeat of ours is—if we have 
ears to hear—testifying to the patience of God. 

This is true of unbelievers too.  Peter writes in 2 Peter 3:9, God “is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”  As someone has said, God 
is more patient than we are sinful. It’s who God is.  In his own testimony about himself, he 
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proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex. 34:6). That’s the language of patience. 

When God’s Patience Ends 

But though God is patient, we must never presume upon his patience.  He doesn’t owe us 
patience. Patience is a mercy.  He is free to grant patience; and he is free to judge us at any time.  
Just as Scripture records the long patience of God with Israel, it also records times when his 
patience with Israel came to an end and he executed his judgment on them. 

In Nehemiah 9:30, the people of Israel confessed their nation’s history of sin before God: “Many 
years you have bore with [Israel] and warned them by your Spirit through your prophets. Yet 
they would not give ear. Therefore you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the land.” 

In Psalm 81:11-12, God declares, “My people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit 
to me. So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels.”  At one point, 
he even turned and fought his own people because of their persistent disobedience. Isaiah writes 
that God’s people “rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them” (63:10). 

If God’s patience with his people Israel came to an end at times, why would we presume he will 
always be patient with us?  God will not suffer forever the indignity of man’s disobedience.  In 
his judgment, God abandons sinners to the consequences of their sin, giving them up to their 
impurity, according to Romans 1.  Therefore, the author of Hebrews warns in 10:26-27, “If we 
go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 
adversaries.”  So all who hear the truth of the gospel must beware, lest in turning from God he 
turns them over to his judgment and extends them no more mercy and patience. 

Israel’s Rejection of Jesus 

So imagine the great patience of God in sending his own Son to earth and to his people, Israel, 
and they respond by rejecting him and hating him.  For three years, Jesus had presented himself 
as Israel’s Messiah and proved himself to be the Son of God through his words and works.  Even 
when they heard him teach, they were astonished at what he said. No one ever spoke like him 
(7:46).  When he performed signs, even they were amazed (7:31).  They couldn’t refute his signs. 
They couldn’t refute his teaching.  Nevertheless, they continued to refuse him.  The story of the 
Jews when presented with their Christ is a sad one. Again, “He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him” (1:11). 

Proposition 

In our passage, Jesus warns the Jews that God’s patience was running out.  They had very little 
time to believe before God would judge them by casting them into permanent spiritual darkness, 
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even while they yet lived.  This is an alarming passage because it warns all who do not believe in 
Jesus that they must not presume upon God’s patience as he holds back judgment for a time. 
Rather, all who are without Christ must believe in him without delay. 

Text 

For context, we’ll begin reading in verse 27 of chapter 12, focusing our attention on verses 34-
36. 

John 12:27–36: ““Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. So the crowd answered 
him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son 
of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said to them, “The light is among 
you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one 
who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and 
hid himself from them.” 

THE TIME TO BELIEVE IS NOW 

Now as we return to chapter 12 and pick back up in verse 34, let me remind you that Jesus is in 
Jerusalem for the Passover Feast along with perhaps a million Jews and even some Gentile 
worshipers.  However, Jesus didn’t come mainly for the Passover celebration. He came to die.  
The day was likely Monday. By weeks end, he’d be dead. 

Jesus’ mission was this: He came to be the sacrificial lamb who would take away the sins of the 
world by dying on a cross on our behalf to satisfy the wrath of God and save us from our sins.  
That’s why he was there in Jerusalem that week. 

On this day, a crowd was gathered around him as he spoke and he told them, “When I am lifted 
up from the earth, [I] will draw all people to myself” (12:32).  He said this to indicate that he 
would die on a cross.  His body would be lifted up from the earth on the cross, where he would 
die. 

But when the Jewish crowd heard him say this, they immediately recoiled at his prophecy. 

Remember, just the day before, the crowds welcomed Jesus’ arrival to Jerusalem by hailing him 
as their new king and praising him as the long-awaited Messiah.  In that moment, they believed 
his claim to be the Christ and the Son of Man, prophesied in the Old Testament. 
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But now Jesus was talking about dying.  That didn’t fit their conception of the Messiah.  The true 
Christ didn’t die, according to their reading of Scripture.  So they questioned him.  Verse 34 
actually says they “answered” him—almost as if to correct him: “We have heard from the Law 
that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is 
this Son of Man?” (emphasis mine). 

In the Greek, the “we” and the “you” are emphatic. We’ve heard this, but you say something 
contrary.  Their reading of the whole of Hebrew Scripture—that’s what they meant by “the 
Law”—was that once the Christ came, he ruled earth forevermore.  A dying Messiah was 
incompatible with their view.  If Jesus was to die, he didn’t fit their conception of the Christ and 
therefore, in their minds, he couldn’t be the true Christ. 

So they questioned him and took issue with him calling himself—as he did in verse 23—the 
“Son of Man.”  What sort of Son of Man was Jesus claiming to be, if he was going to die? 

Now they were right that the Old Testament does say that Christ’s reign will have no end.  For 
example, in Isaiah 9:7, the prophet writes that “there will be no end” to his reign and his justice 
will last “forevermore.”  In Ezekiel 37:25, the final king to come in the line of David would be 
“prince forever.”  In Daniel 7:14, the Son of Man will come and “his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away.” 

So they were correct that the Christ’s reign would remain forever.  But in the glorious plan of 
God, Christ’s eternal reign is not incompatible with his death. 

They couldn’t conceive—couldn’t stomach—the thought that their Messiah, who they 
anticipated would come and conquer the Romans and set them free from the bondage of 
oppression, would die.  They wouldn’t accept a dying Messiah.  Whatever sort of Son of Man 
Jesus claimed to be, they wanted nothing of it, if it meant a dead one. 

Verse 35: “So Jesus said to them. . .” 

Notice it doesn’t say, he answered them.  They posed two questions to him and he never answers 
either one.  Instead, he confronted their unbelief. 

In light of all they knew about Jesus—the signs he performed, the claims he made about 
himself—why would they ask these questions?  The day before he was adored as their king and 
their Christ.  But when his words didn’t fit their conception of the Messiah, they demanded 
further explanation: Jesus, how can you say this? Who do you claim to be? 

But he’s told them who he is. He’s proven with his works who he is.  So what does it reveal 
about them that they still had doubts?  It reveals that their problem of unbelief wasn’t lack of 
information. They had all the light they needed to believe.  Their problem of unbelief was the 
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hardness of their hearts. Stubborn unbelief kept them from seeing the light.  So Jesus didn’t 
answer their questions.  

Rather, he addressed the condition of their hearts, which prevented them from believing and 
urgently called them to believe the truth he had already revealed to them.  If they wouldn’t 
follow the light they had been given, they would not come into more light.  If they wouldn’t 
believe the truth they already knew about him, he would not give them more truth. 

Do you remember the time when Jesus’ disciples asked him why he spoke in parables?  It was 
perplexing to them because when he spoke in parables, even they found Jesus hard to 
understand, much less those who didn’t believe in him.  Jesus gave the reason why he spoke in 
parables in Matthew 13: 

Verses 11–13: "He answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he 
will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This 
is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, 
nor do they understand." 

In other words, Jesus didn’t speak in parables to make things clear to everyone.  He spoke in 
parables to conceal his truth from those whose hearts were so hardened against him that they 
would not respond to the light of truth that he had already revealed to them.  To the one who 
has—that is, who has received his truth—more will be given. But to the one who has not—that 
is, who has rejected the truth revealed to them—even what he has will be taken away. 

So it was in John 12.  The Jews, represented by this crowd, had been given revelation the world 
had never known.  They had witnessed his signs. They had heard him speak truths revealed to 
him only by heaven.  Yet they continued to disbelieve in him.  The light of the truth about Jesus 
was shining before them.  As John wrote in chapter 1: “The light shines in the darkness” and the 
true light had come into the world (vv. 5, 9).  But here they were, blind to the light, stumbling 
over his truth.  Why? Jesus said in 11:10, “He stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 

So Jesus warned them of their spiritual darkness (v. 35), “The light is among you for a little 
while longer.”  Who is the light?  Jesus is the light. He said in 8:12 and again in 9:5, “I am the 
light of the world.”  As the light, Jesus is the one who reveals the Father (8:19), the one who 
shows the way to heaven (14:6), the one who lights the path to eternal life (8:12), and the one 
who discloses the truth (8:45).  But for this crowd—representative of Israel—the light of the 
world would be among them only “for a little while longer.” 

In law school, they taught us that there is a phrase in contracts that is dispositive.  If you put this 
phrase in your contract, it is virtually impossible to get around.  The phrase is “time is of the 
essence.” If you add that phrase to a date or time in your contract, any violation of that date or  
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time is a breach of contract. 

Jesus tells them, time is of the essence.  The light is with you only for a little while longer. After 
the sun sets, it will be too late.  Don’t wait to believe in me. Time is not on your side.  Believe in 
the light that has been revealed to you now.  Jesus then charged them with two commands.  

First, he says, “Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you.”  The horror of the 
nightfall of permanent unbelief was encroaching.  The light wouldn’t last forever.  They had a 
limited amount of time to respond to the light.  So they must “walk” while Jesus was still shining 
bright before them.   

That is, they must take steps toward the light in what little understanding they did have.  They 
had adored him as the Christ, so they should walk in that truth and trust Jesus.  They needed to 
live up to the light they had. They should walk in the truth plain before them while there was still 
time.  Jesus had said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life” (8:12).  So now they must walk after him—following 
him—and he would lead them to truth. 

If they didn’t walk—if they didn’t follow Jesus and trust him—darkness would come over them 
and they would no longer be able to see (v. 35): “The one who walks in darkness does not know 
where he is going.”  There was coming a time when even what truth revealed to them would be 
hidden from them.  If they refused to respond to the light and walk after Jesus as the light, then 
they would be blinded, unable to see at all, and unable to find their way to God. 

The only way anyone can find the way to God is through Jesus. He is the one who gives light. 
Without Jesus is only spiritual darkness.  It’s arrogant to assume you can put off responding to 
the gospel of Jesus until a later point in your life.  God doesn’t promise you equal opportunity 
throughout your life to respond to the light of Jesus.  Many don’t consider God until they are on 
their deathbed.  And that may be too late.  The time of darkness may come before you die. 

Jesus warned these Jews that they were in danger of walking in darkness even while they were 
yet able to walk—that is, while they were alive.  While they were alive, they were at risk of 
being forever enveloped in spiritual darkness—cut off from God, turned over by him to their 
stubborn unbelief, judicially hardened by God and unable to believe. 

That’s why you must respond to the gospel when you hear the gospel and not put it off for 
another day.  Everlasting spiritual darkness may come upon you before you die and while you 
yet live.  So walk—follow Jesus—while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you and you 
end up for the rest of your life only walking in darkness because the light has been taken from 
you.  Second, Jesus says in verse 36, “While you have the light, believe in the light.”  This 
command has the same idea as the first. 



www.tccathens.org 

7 

 

To walk after Jesus is to trust him as he leads you to God. To believe in the light is also to trust 
Jesus.  While you have the light, believe in Jesus before the light goes dim.  If you believe in 
Jesus, then and only then will you become sons of light. 

Biblically, to be the son of someone is to have the characteristics of that person.   To be a son of 
light, then, is to reflect the glory of God as one of his children patterned after the Son of God.  
Not all are sons of light. Not all are children of God.  Only by believing in Jesus do you become 
a child of God. “To all who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” 
(1:12).   

By believing in Jesus, you become adopted into God’s family with all the privileges of the 
King’s kids—fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; living with God forever in his 
kingdom and in his eternal land; receiving complete forgiveness of all sin; enjoying everlasting 
peace and joy, and on and on. 

But you must not wait to believe.  God is patient. But his patience with you doesn’t last forever.  
You must walk in the light that you have—submitting all you know of yourself to all you know 
of Jesus—and believe in him. 

But if you will not believe, know this: a time is coming when the light of Jesus will be 
withdrawn from you.  Look at the next sentence in verse 36 and be afraid: “When Jesus had said 
these things, he departed and hid himself from them.”  The light was gone and now they were 
caged, even as they yet lived, in the black terror of this dark world. 

The symbolism of Jesus’ actions cannot be missed.  Jesus had offered himself to Israel and they 
refused him.  So Jesus withdrew from them and hid himself so that he could not be found by 
them and they could not find their way to God.  Even then, they did not believe in him as verse 
37 says, “Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him.” 

When comes the time in a person’s life where their rejection of Jesus becomes the occasion 
where God judicially hardens their heart and withdraws his light from them forever? 

I don’t know. And neither does anyone else but God.  So make haste to believe in him now lest 
your next act of unbelief be the final act that brings your judgment. 

CONCLUSION 

Recently, we celebrated the life of evangelist Billy Graham as he died just shy of his 100th 
birthday.  In the 40s, Dr. Graham had a friend who he toured with sharing the gospel around the 
world.  The man’s name was Charles Templeton.  He was considered by many to be the more 
gifted communicator of the two.  But by the end of the 40s, Templeton began to have doubts 
about the Christian faith and less than a decade later, he would publicly declare that he was 
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agnostic.1  In 1996, Templeton wrote a memoir entitled, Farewell to God: My Reasons for 
Rejecting the Christian Faith. 

Shortly before he died, the Christian author and apologist, Lee Strobel, interviewed Templeton.  
He was in his 80s, suffering from Alzheimer’s, but still clear-minded enough to reflect on his 
life.  In Strobel’s book, A Case for Faith, he recounts his final conversation with Templeton like 
this: 

[I asked,] “And how do you assess this Jesus?” It seemed like the next logical question—
but I wasn’t ready for the response it would evoke. 

Templeton’s body language softened. It was as if he suddenly felt relaxed and 
comfortable in talking about an old and dear friend. His voice, which at times had 
displayed such a sharp and insistent edge, now took on a melancholy and reflective tone. 
His guard seemingly down, he spoke in an unhurried pace, almost nostalgically, carefully 
choosing his words as he talked about Jesus. 

“He was,” Templeton began, “the greatest human being who has ever lived. He was a 
moral genius. His ethical sense was unique. He was the intrinsically wisest person that 
I’ve ever encountered in my life or in my readings. His commitment was total and led to 
his own death, much to the detriment of the world. What could one say about him except 
that this was a form of greatness?” 

I was taken aback. “You sound like you really care about him,” I said. 

“Well, yes, he is the most important thing in my life,” came his reply. “I . . . I . . . I . . . ,” 
he stuttered, searching for the right word, ‘I know it may sound strange, but I have to say 
. . . I adore him!” . . . 

” . . . Everything good I know, everything decent I know, everything pure I know, I 
learned from Jesus. Yes . . . yes. And tough! Just look at Jesus. He castigated people. He 
was angry. People don’t think of him that way, but they don’t read the Bible. He had a 
righteous anger. He cared for the oppressed and exploited. There’s no question that he 
had the highest moral standard, the least duplicity, the greatest compassion, of any human 
being in history. There have been many other wonderful people, but Jesus is Jesus….’ 

“Uh . . . but . . . no,’ he said slowly, ‘he’s the most . . .” He stopped, then started again. 
“In my view,” he declared, “he is the most important human being who has ever existed.” 

                                                      

1 Facts and quotes from https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/charles-templeton-missing-jesus/ 
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That’s when Templeton uttered the words I never expected to hear from him. “And if I 
may put it this way,” he said as his voice began to crack, ‘I . . . miss . . . him!” 

With that tears flooded his eyes. He turned his head and looked downward, raising his 
left hand to shield his face from me. His shoulders bobbed as he wept. . . . 

Templeton fought to compose himself. I could tell it wasn’t like him to lose control in 
front of a stranger. He sighed deeply and wiped away a tear. After a few more awkward 
moments, he waved his hand dismissively. Finally, quietly but adamantly, he insisted: 
“Enough of that.” 

 

Templeton never recanted his agnosticism. He never again publicly declared trust in Jesus.  
Refusing to believe, he was unable to believe and he died a few years later. 

Admiration for Jesus won’t save you. Missing the Jesus you once thought you knew, won’t save 
you. Tears won’t save you. 

Only total trust in him will save you. Jesus is Lord, he you must submit to him or God’s wrath 
will judge you.  Bow to Jesus or you will burn.  Time is of the essence.  You are foolish to 
believe there is more time.  Today must be the day of your salvation. 

And those of us who have trusted in Jesus, Jesus has commissioned us to share the good news 
that saves.  As we share the gospel, we must never give the impression that the matter before 
them is anything but urgent.  You shouldn’t hesitate to call them to a decision then and there. 
Don’t manipulate them, but call for a decision: Will you trust Christ? Yes or no? Will you submit 
your life to Jesus? Yes or no. 

Your offer of the gospel to them may be the instrument God uses to lead them to salvation.  
Alternatively, your offer of the gospel to them may be the instrument God uses to harden their 
heart and the occasion in which God withdraws his light from them.  That’s up to God.  But we 
must be faithful to share the gospel.  Time is of the essence. 
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