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IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD 
John 1:1-2 (No. 1) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
August 14, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

“You can say almost anything you want about Jesus today, except that He is God.”  So begins 
one commentary on the Gospel of John.  Call him a good man. An example to be followed. A 
wise teacher.  And many will agree with you, even praise you. But call him God, and you will 
invite trouble.   

There have been many doubters and skeptics throughout the centuries who have viewed Jesus 
differently.  But then God’s Spirit has breathed new life into their dead hearts and they have 
become like the disciple Thomas, who initially doubted Jesus’ resurrection, but then Jesus 
invited Thomas to touch him and see that it was truly him.  And Thomas cried out: “My Lord 
and my God!”  This is the purpose of John’s Gospel: that we would believe in Jesus. 

Jn 20:31: "these [things] are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." 

This portrait offered by John of Jesus’s life and saving work is designed—every story, every 
miracle, every teaching, every step along the way—is designed to cause you to believe in Jesus.  
Both for believers and unbelievers.  For unbelievers to see the witness of Jesus’ works and words 
and to be caused to believe in Christ.  For believers to see the witnesses of Jesus’ works and 
words and to grow in belief and trust in Christ.  So as we begin this verse-by-verse study of the 
Gospel of John—written by the Apostle John and the last of the four Gospels—we study that we 
(all of us) might believe in Jesus. 

This morning we study only the first two verses.  We will move slowly through the first 18 
verses of chapter 1, because they contain profound truths that set up the rest of the book.  As we 
move through the book, we’ll pick up speed.  John’s aim in the opening section is to reveal to us 
who Jesus is.  Before he tells the story of Jesus, he wants to make sure we know who Jesus is.  
So what does John reveal to us about Jesus?  In simple language, John reveals 3 attributes of 
Jesus that reveal who he is. 

I. JESUS IS PREEXISTENT 

v. 1a: "In the beginning was the Word. . . " 

The Word is Jesus and we know that for at least three reasons: First, in v. 14, John makes the 
connection between the Word and Jesus plain: 

v. 14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us.”    
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That is, the Word became a man.  This is the great doctrine we celebrate every Christmas—the 
incarnation, “and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father” 

So the Word is the only Son from the Father.  And we know, from passages like Mk 1:11, that 
Jesus is called God’s Son.  At Jesus’ baptism, Mk 1:11 records: "a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

The second reason we know that the Word is Jesus is that, if we keep reading in v. 1, we find that 
Word is God.   

v. 1: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 

The one who is God and took on flesh can only point to one: Jesus alone. 

Third, the Apostle John also wrote Revelation, and there in a passage describing Jesus’ second 
coming he writes: 

Rev. 19:13: " the name by which he is called is The Word of God." 

So the Word is Jesus.  But why does John call him the Word (ho logos)?  No other author in the 
NT calls Jesus the Word.  What is John telling us by using that as a title or name?  There have 
been various theories, but the only theory that makes any sense is the one that John himself 
would have come up with. 

We should remember that fundamentally John’s worldview was Jewish more than it was Greek.  
So he’s not pulling from Greek philosophers, who may have used the term logos to refer to 
divine wisdom or rationality.  Rather, we should expect that he is drawing from the Old 
Testament.  In fact, frequently in this opening section of the Gospel (verses 1-18; ‘the prologue’) 
John alludes to the Old Testament.   

For example: 

• This verse starts the same way as Gen. 1:1: “in the beginning.” 
• V. 14: says he “dwelt among us,” which translated literally is ‘he pitched a tent’ or ‘he 

tabernacled’ among us (which reminds us of the tabernacle—the dwelling place of God—
among the Israelites). 

• V. 17: positions Jesus as a better Moses 
• And the words ‘light,’ ‘darkness,’ and ‘life’ are key terms in this section—all key words 

in the opening chapters of Genesis. 

So then, what role does God’s word play in the Old Testament?  Most obvious is that God’s 
word reveals God’s will and thoughts: We find many statements such as Isaiah 7:3: “The Lord 
said to Isaiah...” Or, Is 38:4: "Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah:" 

God’s word also comes in judgment:  Am 3:1: "Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against 
you, O people of Israel:" 
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But God’s word also heals and delivers: Ps 107:20: "He sent out his word and healed them, and 
delivered them from their destruction." 

And God’s word is effective to bring about whatever he intends.  Is 55:11: "so shall my word be 
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it." 

God’s mere speaking of his word accomplishes his desire.  Ge 1:3: "And God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light." 

That passage shows us that God’s word is powerful—so powerful that it creates: In the same 
way, Ps 33:6 says: "By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his 
mouth all their host." 

We understand that the phrase “word of the Lord” stands for God’s own disclosure of himself. 
We know that God’s word and God’s himself are not the same thing, but that they also cannot be 
separated.  So in the OT, the phrase ‘word of the Lord’ is inseparable from the Lord himself and 
reveals God. 

That makes sense because words do two things: 

1) They express our thoughts, emotions, and will. 

2) And when others hear our words, they reveal to others our thoughts, emotions, and 
will. 

So words express and they reveal.  And in the OT, God’s word expresses God’s thoughts, 
emotions, intentions, and will; and they reveal to man his thoughts, emotions, and will.  And 
moreover, his words carry with them power to bring about what he has said. 

Now with that OT background in mind, John writes that Jesus is the Word.  So what does he 
mean?  He means that Jesus as THE Word (the Greek is clear) is the perfect revelation of God.  
If you want to know about God, look to Jesus as the perfect, final Message/Word of God.  Jesus 
reveals God perfectly; so he calls Jesus the Word.  (And we’ll see in just a bit that the reason he 
reveals God perfectly is that Jesus himself is God.) 

Listen to how the author of Hebrews puts it in:  1:1-3: " Long ago, at many times and in many 
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power."  Jesus is the perfect imprint, the exact representation of the nature and 
essence of God. 
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It’s not simply Jesus’ teaching that reveals God. But Jesus himself—all of his teaching, all of his 
witness, all of his life, all of his death, all of his rising—all of Jesus reveals God.  “In the 
beginning was the Word.”  So just the name ‘Word’ itself tells us a lot about Jesus.  He is the 
Word because he perfectly reveals God. 

But we’re told something else about Jesus here: “In the beginning WAS the Word.”  As I said 
earlier, John echoing Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth."  
What John 1:1 reveals is that at that point of beginning—when matter was created, when time 
was created, when space was created—at the time before any of that was in existence—at that 
point of beginning, Jesus already was.  When the beginning began, the Jesus the Word was 
already there.  At any point of beginning in the past, Jesus already was.  What a profound truth 
John makes using the simplest of language.  He writes in the simplest of Greek. Every beginning 
Greek student translates the Gospel of John or 1 John—both written with incredible simplicity.  
But in his simplicity, he expresses unfathomable truths.  He means that there was never a time 
when Jesus wasn’t.  He was before it all, and indeed before time itself.  Surely we’re to make the 
connection between God as the I AM—the preexistent one—and Jesus as the one who WAS in 
the beginning. 

Jesus too is preexistent.  What a person to put your hope in!  No mere man can exist above space, 
time, and matter. But Jesus was before them all.  He had no beginning. Therefore, time won’t age 
him and make him less strong or useless.  Time won’t change him. He will not change his mind 
about you tomorrow.  He is before all things and therefore above all things.  He is a sure 
foundation. The God you can trust.  If you hope for a glad eternity, then put your hope in the one 
who is himself eternal. 

A second attribute of Jesus that reveals who he is is that. . .  

II. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER, YET DISTINCT 

v. 1b, 2: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God." 

Once again, using simple language, John writes the most profound truths.  I want to focus our 
attention on the statement: “the Word was with God.”  This tells us that Jesus (the Word) is both 
intimately united with God the Father and yet distinct from the Father.  There is an eternal union 
with God the Father and Jesus the Word, yet from all eternity they have remained two distinct 
persons. 

We hear their union, yet distinction, from Genesis in 1:26: “Let us make man in our image.” 

This unity, yet distinction within the Godhead is one of the deepest and most mysterious truths in 
Christianity.  There is no analogy on earth that can describe this mystery.  All attempts to 
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illustrate this mystery of the union yet distinction of the Father and the Son fail and can only 
express some form of heresy. 

We can’t say, as it is popular to say, that the Trinity is like the three states of water: solid, liquid, 
and gas, because that illustrates that water changes forms, and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
are not various forms of God—changing from one time period to another.  This analogy only 
illustrates the ancient heresy of modalism, which taught that the Trinity is not 3 distinct persons, 
but instead is just 3 different modes or forms that God reveals himself. 

We can’t say, as it is popular to say, that the Trinity is like man who is at the same time a father 
to one, a son to another, and a husband to yet a third.  This too illustrates modalism, where the 
distinction of the persons in the Godhead is not maintained.  The persons of the Trinity don’t 
merely take on different roles, they are themselves distinct. 

We can’t say, as it is popular to say, that the Trinity is like an egg—in one egg you have the 
white, the yolk, and the shell composing one full egg.  This illustrates the heresy of tritheism—
that God is not one, but 3 separate Gods.  The shell, yoke, and white are all three different 
substances, but the Godhead is of one substance/essence. 

We can’t say, as it is popular to say, that the Trinity is like a three-leaf clover—with each clove 
representing a person of the Trinity.  This too illustrates the heresy of tritheism. The cloves are 
distinct and do not illustrate God’s unity. 

And you could come up with some other analogy, and with thought, we’d blow up that analogy 
too because—listen!—the Trinity is unlike anything else in the created world.  It cannot be 
illustrated. 

Instead we seek only to state the truths of the Triune God.  First, that God is three persons. Three 
centers of consciousness, with distinctions between each.  The Father is not the Son. The Son is 
not the Holy Spirit. And the Father is not the Holy Spirit. 

Second, that each person in the Trinity is fully God.  None are only partly God. Full deity is with 
each. 

Third, that there is but one God.  They are one in essence and substance. 

Distinction. Deity. Unity.  As between the Father and the Son, we have the clearest, simplest 
statement expressing these truths here in verse 1 and 2 (the Holy Spirit will be introduced later in 
the book).  “In the beginning was the Word” – an expression of Christ’s deity.  “And the Word 
was with God” – an expression of his distinction from the Father, yet intimate fellowship.  “And 
the Word was God” – another expression of his deity and an expression of his union with the 
Father.  These are the truths given to us and there we tread not much farther. 



www.tccathens.org 

 

6 

 

But let’s consider what else we might glean from these verses.  “The Word was with God.”  The 
key word in this statement is the preposition ‘with.’  In the Greek, pros.  Pros is not normally 
translated ‘with’ except that it means ‘with’ when a person is ‘with’ another person. The persons 
are distinct but have some connection, whether good or bad.  For example: 

Mk 6:3: "Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him." 

Mk 14:49: "Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let 
the Scriptures be fulfilled.”" 

Phm 13: "I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your 
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel," 

Here, the Word was with God.  This speaks of their connection.  The fellowship the Father and 
Son enjoyed throughout all eternity was sweet, intimate fellowship.  The Word wasn’t just 
nearby God the Father.  They enjoyed an indescribable closeness with each other.  And v. 2 
repeats the idea and advances it slightly—really combining the first two statements of verse 1:  
“He was in the beginning with God.”  So this close relationship existed before there was a 
beginning—from all eternity.  No one else except the Spirit can be said to be with God like this.  
It also tells us that the Word is not God the Father. He is distinct.  John does not write: “God was 
with God.”  If he had done so, it would have been easy to mistakenly conclude that there are in 
fact two Gods.  But as he states it, there are two persons (three with the Spirit) in the one 
Godhead—each distinct from the other.   

They are not the same.  They don’t morph into each other.  God is not the Father in the OT, the 
Son in the NT, and the Holy Spirit in the church age.  In the OT and the NT, all three persons of 
the Trinity are present. 

What a comfort we Christians can take in the fact that the members of the Trinity enjoy sweet 
fellowship with each other.  They have always been united. Always been in perfect harmony. 
Always loved each other.  The intra-Trinitarian love and happiness is an infinitely deep well of 
joy for Christians.  Listen to what Jesus prays to the Father in: 

Jn 17:26: "I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love 
with which you have loved me (intimate fellowship!) may be in them, and I in them.”" 

The love of the Father for the Son be in us, so that we would love the Son the way the Father 
loves the Son.  This love is a joyful love, so that we would also take joy in the Son the way the 
Father takes pleasure in the Son.   

Even now—though dimly—God is answering this prayer in the hearts of Christians.  That we 
would experience the very love that the Father has for the Son and that we would love the Son 
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with the love of the Father for the Son.  And one day in heaven, when we are glorified, this 
capacity to love and delight in Jesus will be perfected so that we will love the Godhead in some 
way with the love that the Trinity has for each member of the Trinity.  Paul prays in Ephesians 
3:19 that Christians would “know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, [and that we 
would] be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

Finally, the third attribute of Jesus’ identity is that. . . 

III. JESUS IS VERY GOD 

v. 1c: " In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God." 

I use the term ‘Very God’ because that’s the term the Nicene Creed uses, which is a good 
statement on Jesus’ deity.  Here’s what it says in part: 

“We believe. . . in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the 
Father.” 

Now that’s essentially John 1:1-4. 

What I’m getting at by saying that Jesus is ‘very God’ is that he is truly God. He is God in his 
essence. He is fully God. 

“and the Word was God.” 

Here we’ve reached the high point of the passage.  How could the point be stated more simply? 
And yet again, what a weight these words carry.  If John is right, that the Word (that is, Jesus 
Christ) is God, then we must read his Gospel with the understanding that we are reading the story 
of God on earth.  This is a clear statement of Jesus’ deity. 

Throughout the ages, the various heretical groups—the Arians, the Jehovah’s Witnesses—have 
tried to pervert this simple truth.  They say: ‘It doesn’t read the Word was God’ but ‘the Word 
was a god.’  They try to say something about the Greek, which they know nothing about.  
(Biblical Greek in the hands of a novice is a terrible thing!)  But even first year Greek students 
study this passage and learn that John’s construction of this statement throws the word ‘God’ to 
the front for emphasis—as if to throw an exclamation point behind God (“the Word was GOD!”)  
Jesus is not something inferior to God.  Even if this verse were not here, you could read the rest 
of the Gospel and realize he is God. 
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Jesus himself claims to be God. For example:  In Jn 10:30, Jesus says: "I and the Father are 
one.”"  This is a statement of Jesus and the Father having the same nature, the same essence, the 
same substance. 

Or in Jesus’ prayer in 17:11: "Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, 
that they may be one, even as we are one." 

Or consider Jn 8:58: "Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 
am.”"  There, Jesus takes for himself the very name of God revealed in the OT to Moses.  He is 
saying that he is God in the flesh.  When they see Jesus, they see God.  So Jesus is not something 
inferior to God. 

• He is not an angel. 
• He is not a specially empowered man 
• He is not a spirit 
• He is not a mere holy man. 

He is what John says here: God.  If Jesus were someone less than God, his bones would still be 
in an undiscovered grave today.  But, no, he is who he said he was.  Colossians 2:9 is right: “in 
[Jesus] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.”  Just as the Father is God, so is the Son God.  
He is just as much God as the Father is God.  So say what you want to about Jesus, but know 
this: he is God. 

No amount of political pressure or social pressure or ridicule or shaming or bullying will cause 
us to deny him.  We know who Jesus is.  We at Treasuring Christ Church affirm along with 
Thomas: Jesus, you are our Lord and our God. 

CONCLUSION 

Who is Jesus? 

1. He is preexistent 
2. He is united with the Father, yet distinct 
3. He is God 

For those of you who have given your life to Jesus, you have placed your faith in this solid 
foundation.  For those of you have not given your life to Jesus—Jesus is alive today.  He is God. 
He became a man.  With his life, he gave witness in his words and works that he is God.  And 
then he died as a payment for sins not his own.  He died for the sins of all who would believe in 
him. 
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To believe means more than simply believe that he exists.  It means to trust that he is God who 
takes away sins, not because we have done good, but because Jesus died in our place.  If you turn 
from your sin and embrace Christ, you will be saved.  So won’t you come to Jesus?  Won’t you 
embrace him?  Won’t you take hold of the eternal Word by faith?  Won’t you trust in him to 
forgive even your sins and lay down your life in worship to him? 
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