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WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY 
John 1:14 (No. 6) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
September 18, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

Our passage this morning is one verse.  It’s overflowing with truth and I want to get right to it.  
To set the context, let’s read John 1:10-14 

We call this book, the Gospel of John. But truly it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ written by John.  
Every sentence is designed to tell us about Christ so that we would believe in him.  So as we 
come to verse 14, let’s ask the question: what does this verse reveal to us about Jesus Christ? 

We see three truths about the God-man Jesus revealed in v. 14. 

I. JESUS IS GOD INCARNATE 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. . .” 

Here is a simple, concise expression of Jesus’ incarnation and yet it’s truth is inexhaustible.  The 
truth is simple enough for a child to be able to celebrate the truths in this phrase every year at 
Christmas.  Yet even as we study such a truth we run up against the limit of our human 
understanding. 

We have previously identified the Word as Jesus Christ.  Now for the first time in this Gospel, 
the Word is clearly identified as the Second Person of the Trinity.  Up until this verse, you would 
know that the Word was God, but you wouldn’t know that the Word became a man.  The verse 
begins: “He became flesh.”  That means he took on humanity.  “Became” doesn’t mean he was 
created.  He wasn’t created by the Father.  He always existed with the Father (v. 1). 

“Became” does mean that he came in a way that he wasn’t before.  He’s always existed, but he 
hasn’t always been “found in human form” (to use the words of Phil 2:8).  The Son of God, who 
was never born as God and eternally existed, took on flesh at his birth on earth.  So that Paul 
writes in Philippians 2:7: “[he] emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.” 

“He became flesh” Flesh is the Greek word sarx.  As I said last week, Paul uses that word 
differently than John does.  Paul speaks of the flesh to refer to our sinfulness.  John uses the 
word to speak of humanness.  In other words, he took on the same humanity we have, but 
without sin.  He didn’t take on flesh like Adam before the fall that was free from the effects of 
sin.  Rather, he took on flesh like any one of Adam’s children after the fall “with a nature liable 
to everything that fallen humanity is liable to, except sin.”  His body was liable to hunger, thirst, 
weakness, fatigue, and sickness.  He took on common flesh—the same flesh as the Gentiles, the 
same flesh as the Jews, the same flesh as you and I, yet without sin.   
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And because he took on the same flesh, he could die as our substitute, taking our punishment for 
our sins. 

Hebrews 2:14: “Since the children share in flesh and blood, he himself [Jesus] likewise partook of 
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil” 

He took on flesh so that he could die in our place.  He didn’t cease to be God the moment he 
took on flesh.  He became God in human flesh.  At no time has he ever been less than God.  In 
Jesus we find “undiminished deity in human form as a man.” (MacArthur)  Colossians 2:9 
reminds us that in Christ “the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” 

Two natures, then, are found in Christ: Full deity and full humanity.  A union of those two 
natures, though they remain distinct.  He was fully God and fully man. 100% God and 100% 
man.  As MacArthur notes, the incarnation is the most profound reality: 

• The Infinite became finite 
• The Eternal conformed to time 
• The Invisible became visible 
• The Supernatural One reduced himself to natural (even while retaining all of his deity). 

So:  

• v. 1 makes clear that the Word Jesus Christ was clearly God 
• v. 14 makes clear that the Word Jesus Christ was fully human 

What a mystery!  These things are too great for us to fully understand.  Yet we accept from the 
Word of God what we cannot fully understand.  Still, hear the love of Christ for you in the 
words: “and the Word became flesh.”  When he took on flesh, it was Christ’s supreme act of love 
for you: 

Christ came into the world—a world that this chapter tells us did not know him (didn’t even 
want to know him), to a people who did not welcome him or receive him, to a world that would 
reject him—he came into this world to be born, live, and die for those in the world.  So great was 
his love for you that he did what could only be unthinkable from our perspective—he took on 
flesh.   

The verse continues that Jesus came and “dwelt among us.”  Dwelt is from the work skenoō.  It 
means ‘to pitch a tabernacle’ or ‘live in a tent.’  So, literally, Jesus tabernacled or pitched a tent 
among us.  The reason John uses this word is so that you would think of the OT tabernacle.  The 
OT tabernacle/tent was the place where God met Israel. 

In that tent, the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to a friend” (Ex. 33:11). 

When Jesus came, he tabernacled among us so that the place where we meet God is no longer a 
place, rather we meet God in a person.  He took up residence among his people.  He is 
Immanuel, God With Us. 



www.tccathens.org 

3 

 

So what does this verse reveal about Jesus? First, that he is God incarnate. Secondly that. . .  

II. JESUS IS THE GOD OF GLORY 

v. 1:14b “and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father” 

“Seen” almost doesn’t do the truth justice, “beheld” might be better.  This is no glance or absent-
minded stare.  This is a looking with reflection. To see in order to study. 

John says, we have seen his glory.  What does he mean?  The story of God’s glory through the 
OT and NT is a fascinating study.  The topic itself is much too big for us to cover 
comprehensively this morning.  But since John links Jesus with the tabernacle, let’s briefly think 
about the glory of God as it related to God’s earthly dwelling places. 

You may recall that when God led Israel out of Egypt, he led them in an unusual way.  

Exodus 13:21: And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.” 

So the Lord manifested himself by a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire. 

Eventually, Israel arrived at Mount Sinai (also called Mount Horeb). This was the same 
mountain that God first called out to Moses in the burning bush.  And there God gave his Law—
the 10 Commandments and all the other laws of Israel.  And then in Chapter 25, God promised 
something no nation had ever been promised since sin entered the world.  He tells Moses to take 
up an offering from the people and: 

v. 8-9: “And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you 
concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it”  

So for the first time since the Fall, God would dwell with man.  The sanctuary would be a tent-
structure—a tabernacle that was capable of being moved around.  Now the tabernacle had special 
furniture, and the most special was the ark of God. 

The ark of God is also called the ark of the covenant—a wooden box overlaid with gold.  Inside 
the box was the tablets of stone that had the Law of God.  The box had a lid called the mercy seat 
with two cherubim figures outstretching their wings over the mercy seat and their faces looking 
downward in reverent awe. 

Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would sprinkle blood for his own and the 
sins of the people on the mercy seat.  Above the mercy seat hovered the glory of God.  So 
between the Law of God (in the box) and the glory of God (hovering over the box) was the blood 
of the sacrifices. 

By Exodus 40, the tabernacle is completed. When Israel completed the structure, look what 
happened: 

Exodus 40:34-38: Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, 
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and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud 
was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not 
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was 
on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel 
throughout all their journeys. 

So the glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle.  This blazing light is sometimes called God’s 
Shekinah Glory (have you heard that term?).  Shekinah means dwelling. So God’s dwelling glory 
is seen.  The tabernacle was the place where God would dwell with Israel until the reign of King 
Solomon, who was King David’s son. 

In 2 Samuel 7:1-2, it says, “Now when the king [David] lived in his house and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I 
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”  So David wanted something more 
suitable for God than a tent.  He wanted to build a temple.  God granted the request, but told 
David that Solomon would build it. 

So Solomon built the temple (sometimes called Solomon’s temple to distinguish it from other 
temples) and when the ark of the covenant was placed in the Most Holy Place of the new temple 
and the sacrifices were given, listen to what happened: 

2 Chronicles 7:1-2: " As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. And 
the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the 
LORD’s house." 

So for the first time, in the newly built temple, God’s presence filled the temple in the form of 
glory.  The good news was that God’s glory had arrived.  That meant that God had arrived to 
dwell with his people.  The bad news was that they couldn’t go into the Most Holy Place where 
his glory dwelt, except once a year on the Day of Atonement and, then, only the High Priest.  
Anyone else who entered the temple would die. 

The story of Israel gets worse from here.  Israel splits in two (north and south) and over the next 
two hundred years neither side remained faithful to God.  So he brought foreign nations to judge 
them.   

Now follow me on this bit of history—don’t get stuck on the dates and details, just follow me on 
the long arc of the story.  In 722 B.C., a powerful foreign nation, the Assyrians, swept into Israel 
and wiped out the 10 northern tribes.  After this point, the distinct tribal entities of the 10 tribes 
ceased.  Only the two southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, remained. 

About 100 years later, in 605 B.C. the Babylonians, a new powerful foreign nation, invaded 
Judah and took over Jerusalem.  They didn’t destroy Jerusalem, but they did take hostages. This 
became known as the period of exile.  Daniel was one of the hostages taken in the first wave and 
deported to Babylon.   
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Then eight years later, in 597 B.C., the Babylonians invaded Judah again and deported the 
leading men and skilled craftsmen.  Systematically they were destroying the two remaining tribes 
but taking away their leaders.  Ezekiel was one of those taken into exile. 

When Ezekiel arrived in Babylon, God gave him a significant vision.  While bodily in Babylon, 
Ezekiel’s spirit was taken to Jerusalem.  And here’s how bad the spiritual condition of Judah had 
become: 

Ezekiel 8:16-18: [Ezekiel is speaking] “And he brought me into the inner court of the house of 
the Lord. And behold, at the entrance of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, 
were about twenty-five men, with their backs to the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward the 
east, worshiping the sun toward the east. Then he said to me, “Have you seen this, O son of man? 
Is it too light a thing for the house of Judah to commit the abominations that they commit here, 
that they should fill the land with violence and provoke me still further to anger? Behold, they put 
the branch to their nose. Therefore I will act in wrath. My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. 
And though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, I will not hear them.” 

He sees these men with their backs were to the temple, where the blazing glory of the Lord 
dwelt.  And their faces were turned instead to the sun, where they worshipped this lesser light.  
They worshipped the creation over the Creator.   

In response, God withdrew his presence from the temple in three stages.  First, from the mercy 
seat (ark of the covenant) to the front door: 

Ezekiel 10:4: "And the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the house, 
and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory 
of the LORD." 

Then in the second stage the Lord withdraws to the outer wall of the temple complex: 

Ezekiel 10:18-19: "Then the glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubim. And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth 
before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they stood at the entrance of 
the east gate of the house of the LORD, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them." 

And finally the glory of the Lord fully departs from the temple to the Mount of Olives to the 
east: 

Ezekiel 11:22-23: "Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, and the 
glory of the God of Israel was over them. And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of 
the city and stood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city." 

God withdrew his presence from the temple because of the idolatry of Israel and Judah.  When 
that happened, there was nothing stopping any man from entering the temple because God’s 
glory was no longer there. 

In 586 B.C. (11 years later) when the Babylonians invaded Judah for a third time, they 
slaughtered the land and demolished the temple. 
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2 Chronicles 36:17-19: “The wrath of the Lord rose against his people, until there was no remedy. 
Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans [Babylonians], who killed their 
young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man 
or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. And all the vessels of the house of 
God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and 
of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon. And they burned the house of God and broke 
down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious 
vessels.” 

So the Babylonians pillaged the land and completely destroyed the temple and stole whatever 
treasures were in the temple.  The reason that Babylonian foot soldiers could demolish the 
temple was because God was not there.  The Most Holy Place was vacated by God. The whole 
temple was an empty shell. 

Now after 70 years of Judah’s captivity, the Persians, who had defeated the Babylonians, 
allowed the Jews to resettle the land and build a new temple.  They completed the new temple in 
516 B.C.  But it was never as beautiful as the first.  But more importantly, there were two things 
significantly different about that temple: 

1. There was no ark of the covenant. 

When the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, they either destroyed the ark or 
carried it off to Babylon.  Either way, it was never seen again.  God said he would meet Israel 
above the mercy seat. But there was no mercy seat. 

2. The glory of God never returned to the temple. Ever. 

God didn’t return to the temple. God stayed silent. No one saw his glory.  Generation after 
generation. Century after century. And God was not with them.  500 years passed. Silence. And 
then one glorious night: 

“There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:8-12). 

His glory reappeared after over 500 years of absence. And when his glory reappeared, he didn’t 
first show himself to kings, or the religious rulers of the day.  His glory came back first to the 
lowest of the low, the despised, the poor shepherds. . . out in the field. . . at night. . . when no one 
expected it.  The beauty of that night—and perhaps even the shepherds didn’t fully understand—
is that night they saw God’s glory twice.  They saw his glory in the sky.  And then they left their 
field and found a baby lying in a manger just as the angel said. 

And the Gospel of John says about this baby: 

John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
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See what love he has for you?  This baby who grew up to be a man is the one whom Hebrews 1:3 
refers to: 

“He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high” 

Jesus is the glory of God revealed.  He is “the only Son from the Father.”  “Only” is the Greek 
word monogenes (mono-ge-NAIS).  It means one-and-only, as in the most beloved. 

Jesus is God incarnate. Jesus is the God of Glory. And finally, this verse tells us that. . .  

III. JESUS IS THE GOD OF GRACE AND TRUTH 

full of grace and truth. 

I’ll only say a few words about this phrase since we’ll take it up again in v. 17.  This Jesus—this 
God-man—is the one who came overflowing with grace and truth.  He came willing to give you 
the favor of God that you don’t deserve.  He came with the truth of revelation to show you the 
way to reconciliation with God.  The gospel is the good news of grace and truth found in Jesus.  
He died a horrible death so that you don’t have to.  If you turn from your sin and trust only in 
Jesus and his righteousness to save you, he will save you. 

CONCLUSION 

So, hear me: 

You who have not believed. You who have not trusted in Christ.  Jesus has offered himself to 
you. His gospel is full of grace.  Won’t you come now?  Jesus stands ready to receive you.  
Won’t you receive him and believe on him? 

The gospel is true.  You are a sinner. You have no hope apart from him. You aren’t a good 
person.  But Jesus is. He lived the perfect life that you haven’t.  He willingly received the wrath 
of God for those who will trust in him.  Come to him now. Look to Jesus.  Trust on Jesus and be 
saved. 
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