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JESUS CHRIST IS GREATER 
John 1:15-18 (No. 7)  

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
September 25, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

What we saw last week, as we studied v. 14, was that the Second Person of the Trinity became a 
man and became the new and better tabernacle.  The tabernacle was the place where Israel met 
God and God’s presence was manifested by shining glory.  But since Jesus came, now we no 
longer meet God in a place, but in a person.  This person is the God-man, Jesus Christ.  Who 
shines in glory, “glory as of the only Son from the Father.”  The eternally, pre-existent Word  
took on flesh and dwelt among us—literally, ‘tabernacled among us’—and displays his glory.  
He shines as you would expect the unique, beloved Son of the Father would—he shines full of 
grace and truth. 

Now in these final verses in the opening section of John’s Gospel, the Apostle John magnifies 
the greatness of Christ.  And he does that in a way that we’ll see many times throughout this 
Gospel—he magnifies the greatness of Christ through witnesses.  Three witnesses are found in 
vv. 15-18—all of whom magnify the greatness of Christ.  Their testimony is essentially this: 
whatever Christ can be compared to, he is greater.  Christ is superior to all things and all people.  
Jesus is greater. 

I. THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST: CHRIST IS GREATER THAN 
THE GREATEST MAN 

v. 15: (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 

“John” refers to John the Baptist, just as it did in v. 6 (“there was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John”).  As I told you before, every reference to “John” in the Gospel of John refers to 
John the Baptist, and never John the Apostle, who wrote this Gospel.  In this Gospel, John refers 
not to the author, but to John the Baptist. 

We learned in v. 7 that John the Baptist “came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him.”  John was an evangelist for Christ as the Light.  He was sent 
from God for this singular purpose: to prepare the way for the Messiah.  To herald the arrival of 
the King. 

Now John and Jesus were cousins (on Mary’s side), born about 6 months apart.  John was born 
first and Jesus, the God-man, was born second.  John also began his ministry before Jesus—he 
was the forerunner of Jesus.  In those days, it was a widely-held belief that those who were  first-
in-time or born first had greater preeminence.  So it would seem that John would be greater than 
Jesus because John was born first and started his ministry first.  Yet John’s consistent—even 
passionate— testimony was Jesus was greater.  “John bore witness about him, and cried out.”  
He cries out with an urgent message. As if to say, Don’t miss this.  And his testimony about 
Jesus was: “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me.’  That is, 
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though Jesus was born after me and began his ministry after me, he nevertheless ranks before 
me. He has surpassed me.  He is greater.  And why is he greater?  “because he was before me.”  
Jesus was “before” John in two ways: 

First, in his preexistence.  Jesus did in fact come before John in time.   Jesus as God was 
eternally preexistent with no beginning.  When John was not, Jesus was.  And, second, Jesus was 
before John in his preeminence.  Because Jesus is God, therefore he is superior.  John gives 
almost exactly the same testimony later in this chapter in v. 30: “This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’” 

What makes John’s testimony so remarkable is Jesus’ own testimony about John.  Jesus said of 
John in Matt 11:11: “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 
greater than John the Baptist.”  So no one is greater than John.  Except that Jesus is greater than 
John.  Which means that John’s testimony really amounts to this: Christ is greater than the 
greatest man. 

John the Apostle—the writer—includes John the Baptist’s testimony here so that you conclude 
that there is none greater than Jesus. 

There has: 

• Never been a greater hero. 
• Never been a more loving man. 
• Never been a more caring man. 
• Never been a wiser man. 
• Never been a purer man. 
• Never been a more spiritually beautiful man. 
• Never been a truer man. 

Jesus is the greatest man ever. 

From John the Baptist’s testimony, we move to a second witness. And here you find yourself in 
the story. 

II. THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LIVES: CHRIST IS GREATER THAN ANY AND 
ALL OUR NEEDS 

v. 16: For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 

The “we” in this sentence is the “all” of v. 12.  “All who did receive Jesus, all who believed in 
his name.”  Our glorified Savior who sits at the right hand of God is full. 

• He has no needs. He’s full. 
• He has no ignorance. He’s full. 
• He is never weary. He’s full. 
• He’s never weak. He’s full. 
• He never runs out. He’s full. 
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Therefore, he’s enough for you.  He is sufficient for you.  He has what you need most and will 
give to you what you need most.  Christ is so full that words fail us here. All that can be 
mustered is “he’s full.”  He is so full it’s indescribable: 

• You can’t explore the full range of his fullness. 
• You can’t map boundaries of his fullness. 
• You can’t plump the depths of his fullness 
• You can’t exhaust the supply of his fullness. 
• You can’t reach the height of his fullness. 
• You can’t count the value of his fullness. 

Colossians 2:9-10: “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been 
filled in him.”  So why not trust him? Why toil in anxiousness? 

He’s full. . . and he’s generous.  He pours out grace upon grace to you.  He is lavish in giving 
you favor.  Every morning without fail is a new, fresh, constant supply of abundant grace for 
you.  Think of all the fullness that you have received from Christ!  Every believer in this room 
could describe what Paul calls “the abundance of grace” found in the free gift of the gospel. 

Do you take time to rehearse the favor you’ve received from Christ?  Become a witness to 
yourself of Christ’s fullness.  Christ is greater than any and all our needs and therefore he can 
meet them. 

III. THE TESTIMONY OF MOSES: CHRIST IS GREATER THAN THE PROPHET 
OF THE LAW 

v. 17-18: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

The testimony of Moses is not what Moses says, but how his ministry compares to Jesus’.  In 
order to understand why John the Apostle writes vv. 17-18, you need to know about Moses and 
know particularly a series of events that occurred in Exodus 33, 34.  

You know that Moses was God’s prophet to the nation of Israel and the one who received the 
law for Israel.  Moses was the one who received God’s law on Mount Sinai.  Up until Jesus came 
to earth, few had ever experienced so close a walk with God as Moses.  Moses was the one who 
would enter the tent of meeting to meet with God.  Exodus 33 tells us that the Lord would speak 
with Moses in that tent. 

v. 11: “the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” 

In other words, Moses enjoyed an intimacy with God that no one else did.  And Moses 
recognized that his enjoyment of the presence of God was divine favor on his life. 

v. 12-17: Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have 
also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me 
now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this 
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nation is your people.” And he [God] said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” And he [Moses] said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from 
here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not 
in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the 
face of the earth?” And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 

So Moses is aware that he has received divine favor.  Divine favor is another word for grace.  
Moses and Israel didn’t deserve grace. Moses knew himself as sinful in need of forgiveness and 
cleansing.  Israel one chapter before had made the golden calf and mourned over God’s threat of 
judgment.  Yet, God had given Moses favor—grace. 

Then in v. 18 Moses makes a special, bold request of God. He said to God, “Please show me 
your glory.”  This wasn’t a selfish request.  It was a request for God’s presence to be manifest 
and that God would reveal himself to Moses and to the people of Israel.  And God replied: 

Exodus 33:19-22: “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my 
name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and 
live.” And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand 
until I have passed by.” 

And the very next thing that happens in Ex 34 is that God for the second time cuts for Moses the 
law written on the stone tablets. 

v. 1: The Lord said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I will write 
on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 

The law was a kind of grace of God to Israel because it told them what God expected and 
exposed their need for forgiveness of sins.  God gave Moses further instructions to come up 
Mount Sinai the next morning with two stone tablets and God would write on the tablets.  And 
God met Moses that morning on the mountain.  And here’s what happened: 

v. 4-7: So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went 
up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 
The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the 
fourth generation.” 

Verses 6-7 are God’s own autobiography. God is proclaiming himself. And what does he say 
about himself—he says that he is “a God . . . gracious.” 

Now go back to John 1:17-18 and let’s look at the contrast John is making.  “For the law was 
given through Moses”—that is, God gave Moses the law.  “Grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.” 
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Wait a minute, didn’t Moses receive grace and truth too?  He did! He received divine favor from 
God and the truth of God’s law.  But the point is that through Jesus the fullness of grace and 
truth came.  It’s not that the law was bad.  It’s that Jesus is better.  Jesus brings what the law 
could not.  He brings the grace and truth of forgiveness through faith in him.  The law could 
show man his sin, but the gospel Jesus proclaimed forgives and removes sin. 

John Piper helpfully comments, “The contrast is that Moses points to grace, but Jesus performs 
grace. Moses reports the words of God. Jesus is the Word of God. The law mirrors the light of 
God. Jesus is the light of God.”  So in every way, Jesus is better. 

John continues in v. 18: “No one has ever seen God.”  People throughout the Scriptures saw 
certain kinds of glimpses of God.  Moses saw the afterglow of God—his back, but not his face.  
Moses spoke to God “face to face,” but that is a description of their intimacy (“face to face, as a 
man speaks to a friend”), it’s not a description of what Moses saw. 

Others, like Isaiah in Isaiah 6, had visions of God.  But no one could see God completely 
unveiled. No one could see God undiminished in his glory.  But then Jesus came.  Continuing v. 
18, “the only God, who is at the Father’s side”—that’s Jesus—“he has made him [God the 
Father] known.”  “Made him known” is the Greek word that we get exegesis from.  That is, Jesus 
fully explains the Father. Jesus interprets the Father.  All that Jesus is and does and says explains 
who God is.  If you want to know what God is like, look to Jesus. 

Do you remember that Philip said to Jesus (Jn 14:8),  “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough 
for us”?  Now that sounds a little like Moses saying to God, “Show me your glory.” 

And Jesus responded:  “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

So if you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the Father. Not that they are the same person, but that they 
are one Being.  In John 6:46, Jesus says, “not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is 
from God; he has seen the Father.”  In other words, only Jesus has seen God the Father in his full 
glory and essence, in a complete way.  As a result, Jesus as God the Son reveals truthfully what 
God the Father is like.  This, Moses and the law could not do.  So Jesus is greater than the 
prophet of the law.  Moses could only see the afterglow of God’s glory.  But Jesus is the glory of 
God.  When you see Jesus, you see God’s glory. 

CONCLUSION 

So there are three witnesses to the greatness of Christ.  These won’t be the final witnesses in 
John’s Gospel to the greatness of Christ.  The purpose of all these testimonies of Christ’s 
greatness is that you would see and savor Christ.  That you would treasure him in your heart. 

But, O how we need help to do that.  We can’t even take the first step of honoring Christ without 
help.  We need the Spirit’s help.  So let’s ask him now in prayer. 
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