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BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD! 
John 1:29-34 (No. 9) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
October 9, 2016 

John 1:29-34  
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In this opening narrative of the Gospel, the Apostle John continues to tell us who Jesus is.  He’s 
not ready to tell us of the life and ministry of Jesus until he’s identified who Jesus is in a number 
of ways.  It’s as if this first chapter is a giant sign that reads, “don’t miss who Jesus is.”  He 
wants us to gain the fullest understanding of who Jesus is and the work that he came to do by 
stacking story after story, which tell us all about Jesus. 

In just this first chapter alone, Jesus is called the: 

• Lamb of God (1:29, 36) 
• Son of God (1:34, 49) 
• Teacher or Rabbi (1:38, 39) 
• Christ (1:41) 
• King of Israel (1:49) 
• Son of Man (1:51) 
• The one whom Moses and the prophets wrote (1:45). 

We’ve only studied 28 verses so far and already you could write an entire book on who Jesus is.  
And these verses before us are no different.   

In vv. 29-34, we find ourselves on day two of a week-long narrative.  On day one, we learned the 
true identification of John the Baptist.  Now on day two, we learn of the true identification of 
Jesus Christ.  As John continues his testimony about Jesus on this second day, we learn three 
ways Jesus is identified. 

I. JESUS AS THE SACRIFICE AND THE SUBSTITUTE 

vv. 29-31: " The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”" 
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This scene took place on the day after the Jewish priests and Levities interrogated John the 
Baptist about who John was and why he was baptizing.  John was in Bethany.  It may have been 
a fairly insignificant town. It’s exact location has not been discovered in modern times.  We 
know it was on the east side of the Jordan River.  

There, John was engaged in the ministry preaching repentance—a message that all should turn 
from their sins because the King was coming.  Those who repented of their sins (both Jews and 
Gentiles alike), he baptized in the Jordan River.  Though it may have been an insignificant area, 
on this day, John made a significant announcement to whatever crowd had gathered.  The 
Apostle John doesn’t tell us who was gathered.  

Apparently, the identity of the crowd was also insignificant because the Apostle gives us no 
details about who was there.  But John the Baptist makes an announcement to an audience.  He 
makes the announcement as he sees Jesus approaching him.  This is the first time Jesus arrives 
on the scene in this Gospel.  This is our first glimpse of Jesus.  And, yet, in this first scene, Jesus 
says nothing and does nothing other than approach John.  Before we hear the words of Jesus or 
see the works of Jesus, the Apostle wants us to continue to hear the witness of John the Baptist. 

John bore witness about Jesus on the previous day before the Jews.  In that instance, his witness 
was in response to questions from the Jews.  But in this instance, his witness is in response to 
seeing Jesus himself draw near.  On this second day, his witness is face-to-face with Jesus. He 
declares who Jesus is before Jesus himself. 

Now, piecing together the four Gospel accounts, we know how Jesus’ ministry got started.  
Earlier, Jesus had been baptized by John in the Jordan River.  They had met. And we’ll come 
back to that moment later on in this sermon. 

After Jesus’ baptism, he was driven into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.  
The temptation in the wilderness lasted 40 days and 40 nights and he ate nothing during those 
days.  The event that occurs next in the Gospels is this event here in John 1:29.  How much time 
elapsed between Jesus’ temptation and this scene, we can only speculate. But it wasn’t years, it 
was a relatively brief period of time. 

Here’s again the announcement John made: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!"  “Behold” is like an exclamation point at the beginning of an important 
announcement.  Look! See! Behold!  It’s designed to grab everyone’s attention.  The Lamb of 
God is coming!  This is the first instance that Jesus is called the Lamb.  Aside from John saying 
it again in v. 36, this is the only time the entire phrase “Lamb of God” occurs in the Bible.  This 
is a special designation that John has given Jesus.  We Christians think of it as a common title for 
Jesus.  We know him as the Lamb of God.  But in the moment, the title would have been 
arresting—it would have caught the audience’s attention and caused them to wonder who is this 
man walking towards them. 

Why does John call him the Lamb of God? What is John specifically referencing?  As we look 
back into the Old Testament, we find that lambs had rich significance in Israel’s history and their 
sacrificial system. 
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Passover 

Do you remember God’s instructions when Israel was in bondage to Egypt and he was preparing 
to judge Egypt and set Israel free?  God gives these commands to Moses and Aaron: 

Exodus 12: “Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall 
take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. . . . and you shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill their lambs at twilight. Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. . . . And you shall eat it in haste. It is 
the Lord’s Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 
strike the land of Egypt” (vv. 3, 6, 7, 11-13). 

The lamb’s blood around their door did two things: It identified Israel as God’s people.  And it 
functioned as a sign or seal of protection against God’s judgment that night. 

It had been revealed to John that Jesus was the Lamb of God.  Perhaps he spoke better than he 
knew—we don’t know exactly what God revealed to John about Jesus.  But now we know that 
according to 1 Corinthians 5:7, “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.”  Jesus’ blood 
makes us into God’s people and protects us from God’s judgment. 

Sacrificial Lamb 

Looking back into the Old Testament also reveals that Israel offered lambs in the sacrifices for 
sin. 

Leviticus 14: “And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt offering. . . . 
And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in 
the place of the sanctuary” (vv. 12, 13). 

The blood of bulls and goats and lambs couldn’t take away sin, but they could point to the one 
who would.  And this side of the cross, we understand the words of 1 Peter 1:18-19: "you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot."  
Jesus is sacrificed on our behalf because of our sin. 

Isaiah 53 

Or we think of the prophecy given in Isaiah 53 that says: 

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth” (v. 7). 

In Acts 8, the Ethiopian Eunuch was reading this passage and wondering who was spoken of and 
Philip the evangelist explains to him that this prophecy was given of Jesus.  Jesus is the one the 
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prophet spoke of in Isaiah 53.  Again, we don’t know the full extent of the revelation given to 
John, but he knew enough from God that Jesus was the Lamb of God.   

He was not simply a lamb of God, but the Lamb of God.  He is the final, fullest, complete, 
unique Lamb of God.  He is the Lamb of God—that is, provided by God.  Just as God provided 
the ram when Abraham was to sacrifice his son, Isaac, God has provided Jesus as our sacrifice. 

And what did Jesus accomplish by dying? 

John continues that Jesus is the Lamb of God “who takes away the sin of the world.”  “takes 
away” comes from a verb that can mean ‘to take up and carry.’  Jesus takes up our sin and carries 
it on our behalf.  That is, he acts as our substitute.  We are guilty before God and should receive 
the penalty for our sin.  But Jesus dies in our place. Jesus dies on our behalf and pays our sin 
penalty. 

2 Co 5:21: "For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God." 

The verb can also mean ‘to carry off.’  He removes our sin and in doing so removes God’s wrath 
from us.  Justice requires punishment for our sin. Jesus satisfies God’s judgment by receiving 
God’s judgment.  The Scriptures use a word for this called propitiation.  It has to do with 
satisfaction or appeasement. 

Our sin offended our holy God. The death of Jesus satisfied God’s wrath. Justice was done.  Heb 
2:17 says that Jesus took on flesh so that he could act as a faithful high priest on our behalf  to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people."   

1 Jn 4:10: "In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins." 

Ro 3:24-25: we are “justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith." 

So Jesus came as the Lamb of God to be both our sacrifice for our sin and the one who 
completely satisfies God’s wrath against us.  For all who believe, he is still doing that.  He takes 
away “the sin of the world.” 

As I told you before, the meaning of the term “world” in this Gospel has to be determined from 
the context, because it can refer to different things.  Here, it refers to “humanity in general, not 
specifically every person.” (MacArthur).  He offered himself to every people, every ethnic 
group, every tribe, to the young and to the old, to men and to women—his death is effective to 
save anyone, anywhere in the world, regardless of background who puts their trust in him.  His 
offer to save extends around the globe.  It is offered to all without distinction, though not all will 
receive him (cf. v. 11) (Carson: “all without distinction, though not all without exception”) 
(offered to all, effective from some).  He is, as the Samaritan woman will say in 4:42, “indeed 
the Savior of the world.” 
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So it’s no wonder that John says in v. 30: “This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’”  There’s no record in the other Gospels of 
when John spoke this.  But evidently this is something he had been saying for some time as he 
expected Christ’s arrival.  From what John knew of Jesus, he knew this most of all: Jesus was 
greater.  He recognized Jesus’ preeminence. 

He goes on to say (v. 31): “I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”   

The main purpose of John’s ministry wasn’t to preach repentance and lead people to repent.  His 
main purpose was to reveal Christ. To finally disclose Christ to Israel and the world.  And, here, 
he reveals that Jesus is our sacrifice for sin and our wrath-bearing substitute. 

II. JESUS AS THE SPIRIT-ANOINTED ONE 

vv. 32-33: "And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’"  

So John recalls his experience when he baptized Jesus.  The other three Gospel accounts all tell 
the story of Jesus’ baptism (this Gospel only alludes to it).  The story in each is relatively brief.  

Matthew’s Gospel is representative: 

Mt 3:13-17: "Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”" 

John’s baptism of Jesus is the moment that John is referring to here in our passage.  But why did 
Jesus get baptized in the first place?  John himself essentially had that question. 

Again, Mt 3:14: "And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are 
You coming to me?”" 

It doesn’t seem right to John.  The baptism that John performed was a baptism of repentance.  
His baptism was for those who confessed and repented of their sin and had thereby become ready 
for the arrival of the Messiah.  John’s baptisms pictured the need for the washing away and 
cleansing of sins.  And that’s just the issue: Jesus was sinless and had no need of repentance.  He 
was the spotless, pure Lamb of God.  So why would he insist on being baptized by John?  
Probably for multiple reasons: 

• Certainly as an example to his disciples. 
• Certainly as a way of identifying with the sinners he came to save. 
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• Certainly as a picture of his future death, burial, and resurrection (which is what Christian 
baptism portrays). 

But the reason Jesus gives in the moment is that it was fitting to fulfill all righteousness. 

He said to John, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matt 
3:15). 

In other words, at that moment, it’s what righteous people did.  The righteous of that day, who 
knew they needed to repent and prepare themselves for the coming King, went to John to be 
baptized.  Because Jesus was righteous and righteous people of his day were baptized, he himself 
was baptized even though it had a different meaning than what it symbolized for everyone else 
who was baptized.  So in the act, Jesus was demonstrating his righteousness. 

And this event launches Jesus’ ministry (Acts 1:21-22; 10:37-38).  Now, at his baptism, Luke 
records that “the Holy Spirit descended on [Jesus] in bodily form, like a dove.”  So the Holy 
Spirit came upon Jesus with some kind of physical presence (“bodily form”).  And the way the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus was like a dove. He alit on Jesus like a dove.  The text doesn’t 
say that the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove, it says that he descended in bodily form, 
like a dove.  Like a dove describes the way the Holy Spirit descended—as a dove would gently 
land.  John witnessed all of this.  And apparently God himself told John this would happen. 

In v. 33, John says, “I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’" 

Who is it that sent John to baptize?  v. 6 says John was “sent from God.”  So God told him that 
the one on whom he saw the Spirit descend and remain would be the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.  John says that he didn’t know Jesus.  Now, John and Jesus were cousins.  It seems 
unlikely that they had never met and that John had not heard of Jesus until his baptism.  He 
means something different. 

We saw in v. 10 that the world “did not know” Jesus. And that meant that the world did not 
know him savingly.  John the Baptist means here that he didn’t know or understand the true 
identity of Jesus until this moment.  He likely heard the stories of Jesus through his family.  But 
he didn’t know Jesus was the Christ until he saw the sign of God. 

God said that the sign would be that the Spirit would descend on the Coming One.  When John 
witnessed the Spirit’s descent on Jesus, then he knew that Jesus was the one God had spoken of. 

Again, v. 33: ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 

This is moment that John knew Jesus was the Christ.  Now, it’s significant that Spirit descended 
on Jesus and “remained on him” (v. 32 and v. 33).  As you survey the Old Testament, there are a 
number of instances in which the Spirit descended or anointed a person.  The Spirit came upon 
people to enable them to accomplish certain God-given tasks.  Moses, Joshua, the seventy elders 
of Israel, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, Saul, David, Elijah, Azariah, Zechariah, Ezekiel, Micah—
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all these were at some point anointed by the Spirit.  But the Spirit’s anointing was temporary and 
for special service.  The Spirit didn’t come and remain. 

But Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be full of the Spirit at all times. Listen to these 
passages that tell of the coming Messiah:   

Isa 11:2: “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him [i.e., come and remain], the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord.” 

Is 42:1: " Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my Spirit upon him [again, idea of remaining]; he will bring forth justice to the nations." 

Isa 61:1: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound” 

All these passages have the idea of the Spirit coming upon the Lord’s Servant and remaining.  
That’s what would make the coming Messiah unique.  So when Matthew describes the Spirit 
“coming to rest” on Jesus (3:16), he’s referring to Isaiah’s prophecies (esp., 11:2).  And John’s 
testimony in v. 32 that the Spirit “remained on him” demonstrated to John that the Spirit 
empowered Jesus’ life and ministry. And that he was the Messiah (the Christ). 

So Jesus is the Spirit-Anointed One.  The Spirit symbolically came upon Jesus in such a way that 
everyone could see that he was empowered by the Spirit.  As we go through this Gospel, we’ll 
learn more about Jesus’ relationship with the Spirit. 

But at this point, we note that baptism with water, as John was doing it, had a negative 
connotation.  It pictured a cleansing from sin. But baptism with the Spirit had a positive 
connotation.  To be baptized (or immersed) with the Spirit means to be given new life from God. 

Jesus will say in 3:5: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God." 

In other words, unless you are spiritually cleansed by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, 
you cannot be part of God’s kingdom.  Well, there’s much more to say in the weeks to come. 

But, lastly, in v. 34 Jesus is identified as the Son of God.  And we’ll look at this one very briefly 
since this title comes up a number of times in the chapters to come. 

III. JESUS, THE SON OF GOD 

34: And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

As we noted in in v. 12, though all Christians are sons of God according to the rest of the NT, in 
this Gospel, Christians are never called sons of God, but children of God.  The Apostle John 
limits the title ‘Son of God’ to Jesus as a way of communicating the “unique relationship that 
Jesus had with the Father.  “Son of God” communicates Jesus’ absolute oneness and intimacy 
with the Father.  Jesus is the exact imprint of the Father’s nature (Heb 1:3). 
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As the Son of God, Jesus enjoys the closest possible relationship with Father God that is 
possible.  This is the climax of the testimony of John.  It is equivalent of calling Jesus God.  I 
have borne witness that this man is God. 

CONCLUSION 

So the identify of Jesus is plain in John’s testimony: 

• As the Lamb of God, he is the sacrifice and the substitute for our sin. 
• As the one on whom the Spirit remains, he is the one who is Spirit-anointed. 
• As the one who is himself God, he is the Son of God. 

Let me close with these two stunning truths revealed in this passage. 

First, the Son of God would be slaughtered like a sacrificial lamb.  He was killed in order to pay 
for your sin, if you believe on him. 

Second, the benefits of his death would extend beyond the Jews to people the world over without 
distinction.  And therefore his offer to you to believe on him has been extended to you.  And the 
death he died can benefit you, if you believe on him. 
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