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THE LIFE AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORD 
John 1:3-5 (No. 2) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
August 21, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

In this opening paragraph of this Gospel, John introduces us to the Word.  The Word doesn’t 
refer to the Scriptures, but to a person.  The person is Jesus Christ.  He is called the Word 
because, just as words express and reveal our thoughts, emotions, and will, Jesus is the Word 
because he perfectly reveals God.  All of Jesus’ teaching, all of his witness, all of his life, all of 
his death, all of his rising—all of Jesus reveals God. 

We learned last week from vv. 1, 2 that: 

• Jesus is preexistent (he was before the beginning; there was never a time he didn’t exist) 
• Jesus is united with the Father, yet distinct (the Father and the Son are two separate 

persons within the Trinity) 
• Jesus is truly God (the essence of Jesus is God just as the essence of the Father is God). 

So before John tells us the story of Jesus, he wants to tell us who Jesus is.  Before the stories 
comes the theology of Jesus.  This morning, we finish the first paragraph and focus on vv. 3-5. 

So, again, last week we learned three attributes of Jesus that reveal who he is.  What else does 
John reveal to us about Jesus?  Continuing from last week, then, we find two more attributes of 
Jesus that reveal who he is. 

So the fourth attribute (the first one this morning) is that. .  

I. JESUS CREATED ALL THINGS 

v. 3: "All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made." 

This verse teaches two things about Jesus.  The first is that he is the creator and the second is that 
he is not part of the creation.  So, first Jesus is the Creator.  Now, throughout the Old Testament 
we find the teaching that God is the Creator.  For example: 

Ge 1:1: "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." 

Ps 102:25: "Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands." 

Is 40:28: "Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. . . ." 
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Is 42:5: "Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who 
walk in it:" 

Is 45:18: "For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens [he is God!], who formed the earth 
and made it [he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!]: “I am the 
Lord, and there is no other." 

 
What the NT reveals is that the second person of the Trinity—Jesus, the Son of God, (called 
here) the Word—had a defined role within the Godhead in creation. 

v. 3: All things were made through him. 

Col 1:16 says something similar about Christ: “[B]y him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him." 

Or listen to Heb 1:1-2: "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world." 

Now, notice that in v. 3 as well as the two passages I just read, it says that creation was made 
“through him.”  Not “by” him, but “through” him.  What this is telling us is that there were roles 
within the Godhead in creation.  One passage that shows us this very clearly is 1 Co 8:6: 
"[T]here is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist." 

Now, that Scripture doesn’t deny that Jesus is God. The point of that verse is to distinguish the 
roles in creation. There was divine cooperation within the Godhead to create the universe and 
everything in it.  Jesus was the Father’s agent (is the word that typically gets used to describe this 
unique relationship) in creating the universe. So that it can be properly said the world was made 
by the Father through Jesus Christ. 

Understand that agency doesn’t imply inferiority.  That Jesus was the Father’s agent in creation 
doesn’t make Jesus something less than God or inferior to the Father.  It’s very important that 
when you get to v. 3, you don’t forget what we learned in v. 1, namely, that Jesus is God.  But 
there are roles within the Trinity.  The Father didn’t die on the cross, the Son did (for example). 

What John is doing here in v. 3 is supporting the truth that the Word (that is, Jesus) is God.  The 
works of Jesus prove that he is God.  Only God can be creator over all things created.  The Word 
created all things.  Therefore, the Word is God, just as was stated in v. 1.  “All things” means all 
things created.  Just as Col 1:16 said: “[B]y him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him." 

So all things includes: 

• Everything on earth; everything in heaven 
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• Everything seen; everything not seen 
• And it includes all angelic powers. 

o And we know from what we studied in Ephesians that “thrones, dominions, rules, 
and authorities” refers to the various ranks of bad angels, and so that’s probably 
how he uses it here. 

So you couldn’t conclude (as some religions claim) that in the beginning there were two 
opposing gods in the universe: a good one and a bad one.  No, God created all things, including 
the angel who was created good, but who chose to rebel against God. This angel is, of course, 
Satan.  God created him and the whole world good.  And at some point Satan fell away.  
Nevertheless, the main point to see is that Jesus created all things and this points to him being 
God. 

As we saw in v. 1, Jesus existed before there was a beginning (“in the beginning was the Word”).  
So his creation of the world points to his deity.  So the first half of v. 3 teaches that the Word is 
the creator.  To state it positively: “All things were made through him.”  The second half of v. 3 
makes the same point negatively: “and without him was not any thing made that was made.” 

If you think that part is awkwardly stated, it’s because it’s awkwardly stated in the Greek as well.  
What John is doing is excluding the possibility someone could believe that Jesus is part of the 
creation.   

And that’s the second thing, John says about Jesus in this verse: that he is not part of the 
creation.  If you read the first half of v. 3 by itself, you might try to put things together like this: 
The Word created all things. But the Word was created by the Father, and therefore the Word 
isn’t God, just a god or a godlike man.  This is the heresy that the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe.  
And Muslims don’t believe Jesus is God.  And neither do other religions and unbelievers.  “Jesus 
is God” is the unique claim of Christianity. 

So if someone wanted to argue with you over the Greek in v. 1 (as I alluded to last week) and 
claim that it doesn’t say “the Word was God” but “the Word was a god,” you could easily jump 
down to v. 3 and without knowing any Greek say, ‘your reading isn’t possible.’  As a matter of 
fact, in the Greek, the second part of v. 3 is emphatic.  “without him was not [lit: ANY ONE] 
thing made that was made.  Not any one thing.   

But you don’t need to know Greek to see this.  There is a category called made-things.  The first 
half of v. 3 says Jesus made all those things.  The second half of v. 3 says Jesus doesn’t belong in 
the made-things category. He is not-made.  The Word is outside the category of the made-things 
and therefore you should conclude exactly what v. 1 says, he is God. 

So this teaching is highly relevant today and it has been important in church history because a 
few centuries after this was written a man named Arius taught that the Word was created by the 
Father and that Jesus was not God.  That heresy became known as Arianism.  And the Nicene 
Creed, adopted in 325, which I read a portion of last week, was developed in order for the church 
to gain agreement about what the Scriptures teach concerning the deity of Christ. 
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Verse 3 gives us Christians much hope.  It once again proves to us that Jesus is God.  It tells us 
that Jesus is our Maker.  As Piper states: the one “who came in the flesh and dwelt among us, 
taught us, healed us, rebuked us, protected us, loved us, and died for us” is the one who created 
us.  

Therefore, in forming us, he understands us.  And it tells us that the world is Jesus’ own.  He 
made it. It’s his. We live in the world created by him.  And that gives us great hope because as 
bad as it gets here—and it will get much worse—one day he will come back to take back what is 
his. 

Let’s look at the fifth—and final—attribute of Jesus given in these first five verses that tells us 
who Jesus is. 

II. JESUS IS THE GIVER OF LIFE AND LIGHT 

Jn 1:4-5: "In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it." 

Notice two key words: life and light.  These are two key words that become key themes 
throughout John’s Gospel: He uses the word “life” 36x; far more than any other NT book.  He 
uses the word “light” 23x.  We’ll see these themes come up again and again throughout our 
study.  Here, John tells us that Jesus is the giver of both.  Let’s take them each in turn. First. . .  

A. JESUS IS THE GIVER OF LIFE 

v. 4: “In him was life. . .  

Now, we would know that in one sense already because of v. 3, where Jesus is the creator of all 
things.  So if he creates life, then he must possess life in himself.  Verse 4 is a logical conclusion 
from v. 3.  Since he creates life, then he must possess life in himself. 

That’s a staggering statement because nothing in all the universe possesses this attribute.  Sure, 
science shows us how life occurs. This cell joins with that cell and then. . . well, a miracle 
happens—something science can’t really explain.  So even though man and creatures reproduce, 
they don’t have life in themselves.  They can’t create life out of nothing, but only by the 
processes that the Life Giver has ordained.  So we know Jesus as the life giver in the physical 
sense. 

But I think John is making this statement as a bridge to a broader point that he develops in the 
rest of his Gospel.  Jesus not only gives physical life, he gives spiritual life.  The Greek word 
here is not bios, the ordinary word for biological life, but zoe, a word that encompasses spiritual 
life.  I wouldn’t want to press that distinction in the Greek too far because zoe certainly can (and 
does) refer to biological life in the NT.   

But John chooses this word to refer to something much greater than biological life.  For example: 
A familiar verse you all know: Jn 3:16: "whoever believes in him [Jesus] should not perish but 
have [. . .] eternal life."  Or in 10:10, Jesus says: "The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
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destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly."  So there is something called the 
abundant life.  It’s more than just physical life, which everyone who lives has. 

But the abundant life, not everyone who lives possesses.  Or in 10:28, Jesus explicitly states that 
he is the giver of this spiritual life: "I give them [the sheep; God’s people] eternal life, and they 
will never perish. . .” 

Receiving eternal life depends on whether you know God savingly: Jesus said in Jn 17:3: “And 
this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  
A saving knowledge of God results in eternal life.  That’s like what John writes in his first epistle 
in 1 John 5:11-12, which is one of the clearest statements of the eternal life that Jesus gives: 
"And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life."  So Jesus possesses 
life and he gives life. 

And John’s Gospel goes further. Not only is Jesus the giver of life, but he is so much 
characterized by this that he is life.  Jn 11:25: "Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live," Jn 14:6: "Jesus said to [Thomas], 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the [. . . ] life.” 

What a great hope we have in Jesus: 

• Because Jesus possesses life, he can give life. 
• Because Jesus lives, I can live. 
• Because he has life abundantly, I can have life abundantly through him. 

To say that Jesus gives life is a short-hand way of saying that Jesus gives salvation.  

Secondly, Jesus is also the giver of light. 

B. JESUS IS THE GIVER OF LIGHT 

v. 4b-5: and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it." 

The phrase that ends v. 4 “and the life was the light of men” tells us that the one who is life is 
also the light.  They are one in the same.  The life giver is the light giver. The Life is the Light of 
the world.  Jesus is the living light. 

Light is a metaphor used in the Scriptures in principally two ways.  In what we could call an 
intellectual sense, light pictures truth and revelation.  In a moral sense, light pictures purity and 
holiness. 

Light, of course, is often contrasted with darkness.  Darkness portrays spiritual blindness, 
wickedness, sinfulness, and the domain of Satan. 

The metaphor of light contrasted with the metaphor of darkness (as I said) is a major theme in 
John’s Gospel that he introduces here.  For example: In a statement very similar to v. 4, John 



www.tccathens.org 

6 

 

3:19: "And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were evil."  Jn 12:46: "I have come into the world as 
light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness."  And once again, John’s 
Gospel goes further. Not only is Jesus the giver of light, but he is light.  Jesus says in John 8:12: 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” 

So light is a perfect metaphor for Jesus, who is the Word [the perfect revelation of God to 
mankind] and who is perfectly holy.  Perfect revelation.  Perfect purity.  Jesus is the Light.  Just 
as the prophecy in Is 9:2 foretold: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined." 

Then look how v. 5 concludes the section: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it."  The light “shines”—present tense; is shining.  The light “shines on.”  Christ 
and his truth and purity shine in this world.  And he shines into a dark world—a world 
characterized by sin, wickedness, willful spiritual ignorance, blindness, following after Satan. 

Ephesians, you’ll remember, tells us that we Christians were once part of this domain of 
darkness:  Eph 2:1-2: "you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience—"  And Eph 5:8 adds: "for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light" 

So light is shining into darkness. But who is winning?  Many times in Jesus’ earthly life and 
ministry, it seemed as though darkness was prevailing.  There was: 

• the slaughter of the infants at Jesus’ birth to wipe out the Messianic line. 
• the Satanic temptation of Jesus in the desert 
• the demonic powers seemingly everywhere that Jesus went 
• the agony Jesus’ experienced in the garden 
• the betrayal of Jesus by one of his 12 disciples 
• the conspiracy of the Jews and Romans to kill him 
• and the crucifixion of Jesus on the cross (foolishness to Gentiles and an offense to 

the Jews). 

Jesus said in Lk 22:53, “This is your hour, and the power of darkness.”  Darkness has its 
moments, but v. 5 tells us light wins: “the darkness has not overcome it.” 

Light is the perfect analogy. One candle in a dark room overcomes the darkness.  “Overcome” is 
the best word here from the Greek.  You may have a translation that says “comprehend.”  But the 
better translation is “overcome.”  The Greek verb means “to seize.”  How that verb is taken 
depends on the context, which is why the different translations of the word.  Depending on the 
context: 

• it could mean to seize as in to overcome an opponent; or 
• it could mean to seize as in to seize with the mind and understand. 
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But the picture here is that the light overtakes the darkness.  The same verb is used in John 12:35 
in the context of light and dark and it clearly means overcome: Jn 12:35: "Walk while you have 
the light, lest darkness overtake you.”  So no matter what darkness throws at light, light wins. 

And that’s good news for Christians.  If the Light wins, then all who are in the Light win and 
finally overcome.  1 Jn 5:4-5: "For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 
And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the 
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?"  This is our victory: our faith in 
Jesus. 

CONCLUSION 

So, sinner: won’t you join us in victory?  Join us in overcoming the world as we overcome in the 
Victor Jesus Christ.  Trust the Creator Jesus Christ.  Trust the Life, Jesus Christ.  Trust the Light, 
Jesus Christ. 

And so be saved from your sin because of the cross of Christ.  Turn from darkness.  Turn from 
your wickedness.  Turn away from willful disbelief.  And embrace the one who gives life 
eternal—life abundantly. 

And if you do, you will be able to say with all of God’s people the words of Psalm 36:9: "with 
you [O God] is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.” (Ps 36:9). 
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