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WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING? 
John 1:35-42 (No. 10) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
October 16, 2016 

John 1:35-42  
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked 
by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will 
see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the 
tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which 
means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. 
You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The Gospel of John is highly selective in what it includes.  John makes no apology for it, though 
he does acknowledge it: 

John 21:25: “Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be 
written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 

John acknowledges that he is necessarily excluding many of the wonders Jesus did, the wonders 
Jesus taught, and the wonders that Jesus was and is.  And with that acknowledgment in mind, 
when you come to a story in the Gospel of John, you know that John is not wasting any space.  
Every story. Every line. Every word is purposeful.  What purpose does it serve?  The Apostle has 
told us. 

This purpose statement for the Gospel of John is one we’ll return to over and over in this series: 

Jn 20:30-31: “ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

The aim for all readers—believers or unbelievers—is belief in Jesus that leads to eternal life.  
Every story. Every line. Every word has that purpose—that you might believe.  So as we come to 
the stories in our passage today.  This isn’t filler.  It isn’t color commentary to round out the 
story.  These stories are designed that you might believe savingly and go on believing as you 
trust Jesus day-to-day with all of your life.  As we reflect on this passage, we’re confronted with 
three critical questions to assess our lives.  All who encounter Christ must answer these three 
critical questions. 
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I. ARE YOU FOLLOWING JESUS? 

Jn 1:35-37: "The next day again John [the Baptist] was standing with two of his disciples, and he 
looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus." 

These events take place on, now, the third day in this week long narrative in chapter 1.  The 
picture is that John the Baptist is there with two of his disciples when along comes Jesus walking 
by. 

The Two Disciples 

Verse 40 tells us that one of the two disciples of John the Baptist was Andrew: 

v. 40: "One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother." 

Andrew would become one of the Lord’s apostles.  The other disciple is unnamed.  I don’t think 
it’s a secret who the unnamed disciple is.  The other disciple is widely believed to be John, the 
writer of this Gospel.  John’s custom in his Gospel is to never mention his own name.  The name 
“John” is written 23x in these pages and never once does it mean the John who wrote this 
Gospel.  Instead, John refers to himself, as in 13:23: "One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, 
was reclining at table close to Jesus,"  And then in chapter 21:20, John writes again: "Peter 
turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining at 
table close to him. . . ”"  And four verses later: "This is the disciple who is bearing witness about 
these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true." (21:24). 

So over and over again, John declines to write his name out of humility. He knows he plays a 
key role in the story, and he doesn’t want to draw undue attention to himself.  Here in this scene 
in John 1 is another example, where he declines to write much of himself.  At this point, all he 
tells you about himself is that he was there. He was an eyewitness to these things.  What John the 
Apostle saw was that when Jesus came near, John the Baptist (v. 36-37) “looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus." 

They followed Jesus 

Now what causes these two disciples—Andrew and John—to follow Jesus?  They were both 
followers of John the Baptist (they were “his disciples”).  As disciples of John the Baptist, they 
had realized their need for repentance, no doubt been baptized by John, and were preparing for 
the coming King.  But, suddenly, these two stopped following John the Baptist and “they 
followed Jesus.”  Why?  

They stop following John the Baptist when they hear him announce that Jesus is the Lamb of 
God.  Now, on the previous day, John the Baptist made an almost identical announcement in v. 
29.  But there he announced that Jesus was “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.”  So they follow Jesus because he’s the Lamb of God and they understand that Jesus is 
the one who takes away sin. 
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Despite all of John the Baptist’s teaching. Despite his baptism. John the Baptist couldn’t take 
away sin.  Only the Lamb of God, Jesus, can take away sin.  These two disciples follow after 
Jesus because, as the Lamb, he’s the one who takes away sin. 

And it is true today.  You can’t take away your own sin.  No priest or pastor can take away your 
sin.  No good deed or sacrifice can take away sin.  You can’t get clean enough. The stain of sin 
remains.  But Jesus can remove both the sin and the stain.  If you follow Jesus, he will take away 
your sin too. 

So as we consider just what’s been written so far, you must ask yourself, are you following the 
one who takes away your sin?  To be a true follower of Jesus requires that you acknowledge that 
you are a great sinner in need of a great sacrifice.  No true follower of Christ denies that he is a 
sinner.   

1 Jn 1:8: "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

Jesus as the Lamb of God came to take away sin.  He did so by dying on the cross to pay the 
penalty for sin for all who believe.  All who trust on Christ receive forgiveness of sin. 

What’s interesting about Jesus as the Lamb of God is that Jesus is also the Shepherd.  He’s both 
the Lamb and the Shepherd.  Jesus says in John 10:11: “I am the good shepherd.”  When he says 
that, he pictures his true followers as his sheep.  Are you following him as a sheep follows a 
shepherd?  Are you following Jesus as one who is desperate and weak and needy and ignorant of 
the good way and looking to the Good Shepherd who is true and full and wise and righteous and 
can lead you to righteousness?  Jesus goes on to say in 10:11: "I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep."  This is what Jesus has done for his followers. 

What happens next leads us to the second question all who encounter Jesus must answer: Are 
you seeking Jesus?  Look what happens in v. 38. . .  

II. ARE YOU SEEKING JESUS? 

v. 38-39: "Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him 
that day, for it was about the tenth hour." 

These are the first words of Jesus in this Gospel: “what are you seeking?”  Notice he doesn’t ask, 
“Who are you seeking?” but “What are you seeking?”  What are you looking for from me?  This 
is a test from Jesus.  Jesus will know many followers who will fall away during his ministry (as 
we’ll see in the pages to come).  For instance: 

In John 2, a crowd begins to follow after him in Jerusalem, (v.23) “many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people.” 

He understood that some were only interested in the signs (the miracles) and weren’t truly 
interested in Jesus. 
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In John 6, Jesus feeds the 5,000. And the crowds are ecstatic. 

Verse 14 says, "When the people saw the sign that he had done [feeding the 5,000], they said, 
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”  

And then we read this: “Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself."   

Verse 25-26: "When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 
did you come here?”" Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves." 

They were fed earlier and now they want more bread. They want full stomachs.  They aren’t 
seeking Jesus for Jesus but seeking Jesus as a soup kitchen. 

Then later on, speaking to the same group, he says in: 

v. 63: “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who do 
not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it 
was who would betray him.) And he said, ‘This is why I told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted him by the Father.” (v. 63-65) 

And the very next verse says hauntingly, “After this many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer walked with him” (v. 66).  They weren’t seeking Jesus for Jesus. They didn’t want him. 
They just wanted the easy life with the easy bread. 

Jesus asks Andrew and John, here, what are you seeking?  Are they seeking Jesus or something 
else?  And this is a question we must answer as well.  Perhaps you’re not seeking Jesus, you’re 
just seeking heaven.  The gospel offers heaven and perhaps you’ve become attracted to 
Christianity because of the offer of eternal paradise and the guarantee of escaping hell.  Truly, 
Jesus is the gateway to heaven. He is the way, the truth, and the life. 

But imagine (for a moment) if you got to heaven and discovered Jesus wasn’t there.  As you 
imagine that, would it honestly be all the same to you as long as heaven was pleasant and you 
were surrounded by friends?  If so, you’ve not been seeking Jesus, you’ve been seeking heaven.  
If you seek heaven and have little regard for whether Jesus is there or not, then you will have 
neither Jesus nor heaven when you die. 

But the good news is that Jesus is in heaven and if you seek him, you’ll get heaven too.  Or, 
perhaps you’re not seeking Jesus, you’re just seeking peace.  The gospel offers a peace which 
transcends all understanding. And perhaps you’ve become attracted to Christianity because it 
offers you freedom from anxiety. 

Imagine (for a moment) that Jesus cured your anxiety right now.  If he did that, would you then 
go on living like he never existed having gotten what you wanted? Honestly.  If you seek peace 
and have little regard for the giver of peace, then you will have neither Jesus nor peace.  But the 
good news is that Jesus does bring peace. He reconciles God and man so that you can have an 
everlasting peace with God, who will not be your judge, but your Father. 
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Or, perhaps you’re not seeking Jesus, you’re just seeking the forgiveness of sins.  The gospel 
offers the forgiveness of all your sins—past, present, and future. And perhaps you’ve become 
attracted to Christianity because you don’t want to feel guilty anymore.  Perhaps the real 
attraction of Christianity for you is the promise that you can forget about your past.  If you only 
want freedom from the past and are not interested in the one who died to give you that freedom, 
then you will have neither Jesus nor forgiveness. 

But the good news is that union with Jesus does bring forgiveness of sin and that God will 
remember our sins no more. 

So we may look at those ignoramuses who only wanted Jesus to fill their stomachs with bread 
and we may sneer at them. How could they be so ignorant?  But there are plenty of people in our 
day—churches filled with people—who aren’t seeking Jesus, but only seeking Jesus’ benefits. 

• Salvation isn’t found in embracing the Christ’s benefits. 
• We aren’t called to trust in the gifts that Christ brings. 
• We don’t become saved by receiving Christ’s blessings. 
• Salvation is found in embracing Christ. 
• We are called to trust Christ. 
• We become saved by receiving Christ. 

And, yes, we rejoice in all the blessings and benefits and gifts that we receive because of our 
union with Christ.  But Christ is the object of our salvation.  We follow him. We seek him.  And 
if you seek not him, but only him as a means to the goodies that’s spiritual harlotry. 

So I ask you, “What are you seeking?”  All who claim to follow Christ must answer this 
question. 

The Disciples Answer 

How do Andrew and John answer? 

v. 38: “They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”" 

They respect Jesus. They call him by a title of honor.  Literally, Rabbi means “my great one.”  It 
was a respectful term of honor given to a wise teacher.   

“Rabbi, where are you staying?”  Now they’re not asking for his address.  When they heard John 
the Baptist declare Jesus to be the lamb of God—the one who takes away sin—they followed 
him.  They were intrigued with Jesus.  So they ask him, where are you staying.  That is, they’re 
seeking a long conversation with him to know him and to learn from him.  They’re looking to be 
discipled by Jesus.  They’re seeking Jesus for Jesus. 

Jesus’ reply was, no doubt, more than they expected.  v. 39: He said to them, ‘Come and you will 
see.’  Jesus is willing to show them where he is staying.  But the language here is more than that.  
He’s not reluctantly agreeing: “Fine, come with me.”  Rather, he is welcoming them. He is 
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inviting them. He’s including them. He’s ready to receive them. He desires for them to learn 
from him and know him. 

All who know Jesus, know him to be just like this.  We were lost. We were dead. We were 
enemies. We were strangers. We were far off. We were without hope.  And yet, Jesus welcomed 
us. He invited us. He included us. He received us. He chose us. He loved us.  Come and see.  
Come, sinner, and you too will see what Jesus is like. 

Multiple levels of meaning 

When Jesus speaks in this Gospel, he frequently speaks with multi-level meanings.  Here’s what 
I mean.  John Piper observes: “Regularly in this Gospel people are talking at the physical level, 
and Jesus is taking their language and leading them deeper to the spiritual level using the same 
language.”  Here are three examples of Jesus taking language at the physical level and leading 
his audience to a deeper spiritual level with the same language: 

Chapter 3: Jesus tells Nicodemus that you must be born again. Nicodemus think he’s 
talking about being born again physically (“How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?). But Jesus uses that birth 
language to say that we must be spiritually reborn (“That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”). 

Chapter 4: The Samaritan woman is at the well drawing up water. Jesus says he has 
“living water.” The woman tells Jesus he has nothing to draw water with and asks where 
he gets this living water. She’s talking about drawing water from a physical well. Jesus is 
talking about spiritual water and that he is the well. 

Chapter 6: The crowds want physical bread. And Jesus says he’s the bread. 

And so on.  He’s speaking at multiple levels. A kind of dual language to make spiritual points—
almost like parables but without the story.  And here in 1:39, Jesus doesn’t simply mean, come 
and see where I’m staying.  He means come and you will see spiritually.  Come and I will give 
you spiritual sight. You will see spiritual reality. You will begin to understand my true nature.  
Jesus is light and you will see. Come and you will see 

Verse 39 continues, “They came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour."  The tenth hour was about 4 p.m. You started counting at 
sunrise, approximately 6 a.m., and 10 hours later is 4.  There was no electricity, so this would 
have been the time as a traveler that you’d begin making arrangements to stay the night 
somewhere.  So because it was getting late, they stayed with him.  What they talked about that 
evening, we aren’t told.  We don’t know the substance of the conversation, but we do know the 
result. 

That leads us to the final critical question this passage poses to us. 
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III. HAVE YOU FOUND JESUS? 

Jn 1:40-42: "One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “So you 
are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter)." 

Andrew and John came and saw—just as Jesus invited them to do.  In staying with Jesus that 
evening, their spiritual eyes were opened so that they were convinced that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Christ. Certainly they didn’t fully understand who Jesus was at this point. 

But they did know with certainty that Jesus was the Christ.  The result of their evening with 
Jesus was that Andrew was motivated to go tell his brother.  So Andrew went to tell his brother, 
“We have found him!” and he brought Simon to Jesus.  It’s a beautiful picture, isn’t it?  A 
brother leading his brother to Christ.  And the rest is history. This is Peter who would become the 
functional leader of the apostles after Jesus ascended. This is Peter who wrote 1 and 2 Peter. 

What might God do through you as you invite someone to read along with you about Christ in 
the Gospel of John?  Would God perhaps open their spiritual eyes so that some evening they too 
would meet and see Christ in the pages of this Gospel and for the first time truly understand who 
Christ is.  A stone thrown in a pond ripples the water all the way to the edges.  How might God 
use you to cast a ripple across the world for Christ? 

On this otherwise ordinary day, Simon was brought to Christ by his brother, Andrew.  And when 
Simon was face to face with Jesus (v. 42), “Jesus looked at him and said, ‘So you are Simon the 
son of John? You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter).” 

What a greeting from Jesus.  ‘You’re name is Simon? You are now named Peter.’  John the 
Apostle offers no explanation at all why Jesus changes his name.  Just Simon meets Jesus. And 
Jesus immediately changes his name.  What’s going on here?  What’s going on is what one 
pastor calls Jesus’ “raw sovereign authority.”1  Jesus is demonstrating that when you come to 
Jesus, he changes your identity.  And when he changes your identity, he changes your destiny. 

As Simon came to Jesus, he know that he was self-willed, impulsive, weak-kneed, and lacked 
perseverance (as we learn from the rest of the Gospel account of Simon Peter).  But having found 
Jesus, Peter would live up to his name’s sake and become a rock (which is what Cephas means in 
Aramaic).  Because of his relationship with Jesus, his transformed character would live up to his 
new name.  He would become what Jesus called him out to be.  He would become God-willed, 
patient, strong, and persevering to the end. 

When you find Jesus, he changes your identity and changes your destiny.  Have you found 
Jesus?  Just as Jesus could be found in their day. He can be found in our day.  He is as available 
to you today as he was to Andrew, John, and Peter.  The OT reminds us that those who seek the 
Lord, find the Lord. 

                                                      

1 Piper 
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Dt 4:29: " the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart 
and with all your soul." 

1 Ch 28:9: David says to his son Solomon, “If you seek him, he will be found by you” 

Ps 145:18: "The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth." 

Pr 8:17: "those who seek me diligently find me." 

Je 29:13: "You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart." 

We find similar promises in the NT: 

Ro 10:13: "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”" 

Heb 11:6: “he rewards those who seek him." 

Jas 4:8: "Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you." 

So if you have not found Jesus, then seek him today.  He is not far off. He is found in these 
Scriptures.   The good news is that if you follow after and seek after Jesus, you will find him.  
And he will change your destiny.  Jesus says in Jn 6:37: "All that the Father gives me will come 
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out." 

CONCLUSION 

So, will you come? 

Come in repentance and believing on Jesus as the one who sacrificed himself on your 
behalf and who is your Lord and Savior.  And will not cast you out. 

And you who profess Christ: Examine yourself. 

Are you truly following Christ? Are you truly seeking Christ? Have you truly found 
Christ?  There are no more urgent questions than these. 
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