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GREATER THINGS YOU WILL SEE 
John 1:43-51 (No. 11) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
October 23, 2016 

John 1:43-51  
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.”47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered 
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Jesus has a great mission for your life.  Whether you are young or old. Whether you are new to 
the faith or have been a believer for many years.  Jesus wants to do great things through you.  He 
wants to do things through you that you can’t imagine.  He wants to do things through you that 
are bigger than you can do alone.  Namely, if he has saved you, he has left you on this earth so 
that you will bring people to see Jesus.  Bringing people to see Jesus is the calling of every true 
follower of Christ. 

In our passage today, we study a story of how Jesus used one man to bring his friend to saving 
faith.  How many people in this room have a friend or family member you’d like to see saved?  
That’s everybody.  So this story is highly relevant to you, because it could tell your story.  It tells 
you how Jesus wants to use you to bring someone else to saving faith.  The story unfolds in three 
parts.  

I. WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR US: WE’VE BEEN FOUND TO FOLLOW HIM 

Jn 1:43-44: " The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter." 

Up until now, all the action has been in Bethany across the Jordan, where John the Baptist was 
baptizing (v. 28).  But now, on day 4 of this first week in John’s Gospel, Jesus decides to go to 
Galilee—a region mostly to the west of the Sea of Galilee.  No reason is given. But three days 
later, chapter 2 tells us he arrives to a wedding at the town of Cana in Galilee.  So Jesus is on the 
move from Bethany to Cana.  And he finds a man named Philip.  We aren’t told how he knew 
Philip, or even if he had ever met Philip previously.  We aren’t told where he found Philip.  In 
fact, we hardly know anything about Philip.  We know that he was from the same fishing town as 
Andrew and Peter—a town named Bethsaida [Beth-SAY-i-da], which literally means, “house of 
fishing.”  It was a town probably located roughly on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  
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Likely, he was a fisherman by trade since he was from Bethsaida.  The other three Gospels 
mention Philip in the lists of Jesus 12 disciples/apostles but nothing more. 

In the Gospel of John, he’s mentioned three more times: 

In chapter 6, when the crowd of 5,000 is hungry, Philip says that you couldn’t buy enough bread 
even with 200 days’ worth of wages to feed them all. 

In chapter 12, some Greeks approach Philip and ask to see Jesus. He goes to Andrew and 
together they go and tell Jesus that some Greeks want to see him. 

In chapter 14, just after Jesus says that the only way to the Father is through himself and that his 
disciples do know the Father and have seen him, Philip says, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us.” 

Although he’s not mentioned by name in chapter 21, he may have been one of two unnamed 
disciples who were fishing in the Sea of Galilee after Jesus’ resurrection and when Jesus 
appeared to them on the shore, cooking breakfast.  Aside from these stories and what unfolds in 
today’s passage, nothing more is known about him from the Scriptures.  (And by the way, this 
Philip, who becomes one of Jesus’ apostles is different than Philip the Evangelist in Acts 8). 

Nevertheless, what’s important in this first scene is not information about Philip—we’re only 
told his name and his hometown—but Jesus’ interaction with him.  Jesus approached Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.”  “Follow me” is in the present tense.  Jesus means for Philip to keep 
on following him. 

This command is one that Jesus gave frequently: In the other three Gospels, Jesus uses this 
phrase about 15 times.  When he calls out to Matthew, he says, “Follow me.”  He told the rich 
you man to sell all he had and give to the poor and “follow me.”  He said to another, “Follow 
me” and the man responded, “let me first go and bury my father.”  He told his disciples “Follow 
me and I will make you fishers of men.”  On another occasion, he told his disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus uses this phrase on 4 other occasions: In 8:12, Jesus spoke to the 
crowd, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”  So to follow Jesus is to gain the light of life.  We could say it simply, to follow 
Jesus is to follow him savingly—to believe on him.  In 10:27, Jesus rebuked the Jews, “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  Proof that you are one of Jesus’ 
sheep is that you follow him.  You’re Jesus’ sheep if you’re saved by him.  In 12:26, Jesus says, 
"If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If 
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him."  In order to serve Jesus, you must follow Jesus. 

Only those who serve Jesus are honored (rather than judged) by God the Father.  And some of 
Jesus’ final recorded words to Peter were the command, repeated twice, in chapter 21, “follow 
me.”  So to follow Jesus means to become his true disciple.  It means to believe on Jesus and 
demonstrate that trust by obeying him.  Following Jesus means to give your allegiance to Jesus.  
We notice that, in this scene, Jesus finds Philip and calls on Philip to follow after him. 
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Jesus seeks him out. B Jesus takes the initiative.  And what we discover later on in 15:16 is that 
Jesus tells his disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you. . .”  This 
isn’t to say that you don’t choose Christ. You, of course, do.  But in choosing Christ, you must 
know that Christ chose you first and by doing so enabled you to choose him—that is, believe on 
him.  So no matter how you came to Jesus—whether a friend told you about Jesus, whether you 
heard about Jesus in church or from your mother, whether you came to Jesus by reading the 
Scriptures—whatever way you came to Jesus, he first came to you.  He. Came. To you.  And he 
chose you. He appointed you. He called you to follow him.  Philip’s story is every disciple’s 
story, regardless of the details.  Jesus found us. 

God moves first: 

6:44: Jesus says, "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him." 

6:37: "All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 
out." 

So what has Jesus done for us?  He has found us to follow him. Found by Jesus to follow Jesus.  
We’ve been found to follow Jesus. 

II. WHAT JESUS HAS PURPOSED FOR US: THAT WE’D BE SEEKING OTHERS 
SO THEY WOULD SEE JESUS 

Jn 1:45-46: "Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”" 

That same day, “Philip found Nathanael.”  He sought him out.  We know very little about Philip. 
We know even less about Nathanael.  Other than a brief reference in chapter 21, this is only the 
place he’s mentioned in John’s Gospel.  There in chapter 21, he’s out on the Sea of Galilee 
fishing when Jesus appears on the shore.  It also says that Nathanael is from Cana—the very 
place that Jesus is headed to.  Nathanael seems to be the same disciple known as Bartholomew in 
the other three Gospels.  Bartholomew is more like a last name.  But the other three Gospels say 
nothing about him specifically. They just list him in the group of the 12 disciples. 

So this passage is the most extensive passage we have about Nathanael in particular.  When 
Philip found Nathanael, he said, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  It’s interesting that Philip says “we.”  
He’s already identifying himself with the small band of disciples that Jesus was gathering (at this 
point, we know of only Andrew, John, Peter and himself). 

Philip says ‘we found Jesus,’ but really ‘Jesus found him.’  And, of course, both are true.  What 
Philip says about Jesus is telling.  Philip clearly knows who found him: The one whom Moses 
and the prophets wrote about.  The phrase ‘law and the prophets’ or the like, was a way to refer 
to all of the Scriptures in those days (we now call the OT).  What Philip means is that they’ve 
found the Messiah. They’ve found the promised Prophet, they’ve found the promised Coming 
One, they’ve found the promised Anointed One. 
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Christ has come to his people.  He had really come. He was really here.  The NT is clear that 
Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT Scriptures.  We’ll see that portrayed many times in the Gospel 
of John.  Jesus himself says in 5:39, “[the Scriptures] bear witness about me.”  Similarly, in Luke 
24:44, Jesus says “everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

The rest of the NT agrees: 

Ac 10:43: "To him all the prophets bear witness // that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”" 

In Ac 18:28, the eloquent Apollos “powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the 
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus." 

1 Co 15:3, Paul writes, "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures," 

Philip and these young band of disciples knew the Scriptures. They knew the Scriptures pointed 
to Christ. And they would not have believed Jesus was the Christ unless they believed the 
Scriptures pointed to him.  And they were convinced of that.   

In a short time, Nathanael, too, would be convinced that Jesus was the Christ.  But at this point, 
Nathanael was skeptical.  He was skeptical because of where Philip said Jesus came from.  The 
one whom Moses and the prophets wrote about, he said, was “Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.”  To that, Nathanael wonders out loud, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Nazareth was a village of no more than 2,000 people in the region of Galilee.  If you picture the 
geography of Israel: Most of Israel was bordered on the west by the Mediterranean Sea and 
bordered on the east by the Jordan River.  Galilee was in the north, by the Sea of Galilee.  As you 
traveled south, was the region of Samaria.  And then down near the Dead Sea was the area of 
Judea—that’s where Jerusalem and Bethlehem are located. 

The Jews who lived in Judea—near Jerusalem—looked down on the Galileans.  They no doubt 
considered themselves more spiritual and elite as they lived near Jerusalem.  You get a feel for 
their attitude in chapter 7 as the crowds wondered about who Jesus was: 

v. 41: Some in the crowd were saying about Jesus, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the 
Christ to come from Galilee?"  knowing that Jesus’ hometown was Nazareth. 

v. 52: [The Pharisees] replied, “Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”" 

They were wrong: both Jonah and Nahum came from the area of Galilee, but you can hear their 
attitude.  Later on, as Christianity spread, Christians were scorned around Israel as “the sect of 
the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5).  

The Jews looked down on the Galileans. But the Galileans looked down on those from Nazareth.  
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Nathanael wondered.  Nathanael was from a small 
town in Galilee himself—Cana.  But when Philip tells him that Jesus (the supposed Messiah) 
was from Nazareth, he wonders how the Messiah could come from such a place. 
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As an aside: this makes us love our Savior even more that he identified with the insignificant 
place and came from the lowly place.  Jesus was never known as Jesus of Bethlehem in Judea, 
but Jesus of Nazareth in Galilee.  He was known not by the place he was born, but by the place 
he grew up. 

Philip’s response to Nathanael’s skepticism is not to argue.  His answer is perfect: “Come and 
see.”  Philip’s answer is similar to how Jesus invited Andrew and John to follow him in v. 39: 
“He said to them, ‘Come and you will see.’”  Philip’s idea is: come and see for yourself.  He 
thought, if I can just bring him to Jesus, then Jesus himself will show who he is.  As a faithful 
follower of Jesus, Philip knows that the power will be when he brings Nathanael to see Jesus.  
His skepticism will be best answered by coming to see Jesus.  Philip won’t argue the points, he 
knows Nathanael will need to see Jesus to believe.  So his whole approach is simply, come and 
see.  I’ll show you the way to Jesus and then you can see for yourself. 

When you see Jesus, then you can know.  But he doesn’t waste another moment, let’s just go to 
see Jesus.  His spiritual eyes would be opened only by seeing Jesus.  He was on a mission for 
Nathanael to see.  He was seeking Nathanael so that he would see.  And the kingdom of Christ 
has expanded in the same way ever since. 

Believers, even new believers like Philip, tell others about Jesus and help them to see Jesus.  
Come and see Jesus with me in the Scriptures.  Come and see for yourself who Jesus is.  Jesus 
found us, so that we’d follow him.  And then, having found him, we would spread out seeking 
for others to see Jesus.  We would be on the lookout for others who have not yet seen the true 
Jesus, and then we would invite them to come and see.  We would seek out others so that they 
too could come and see. 

What has Jesus done for us? He found us to follow him.  What has Jesus purposed for us? That 
we’d be seeking others so they would see. 

III. WHAT JESUS WILL DO THROUGH US: HE WILL USE US TO BRING 
OTHERS TO BELIEVE 

Jn 1:47-51: "Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will 
see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”" 

Philip brought Nathanael to meet Jesus.  And as Jesus saw Nathanael approach, he spoke these 
words over him, (v. 47) “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”  We start to 
get a glimpse of Jesus’ supernatural ability.  Without even meeting Nathanael, Jesus already 
knows his character.  Nathanael is a true son of Israel—an Israelite of Israelites—who was not 
deceitful. 
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You’ll recall that in the Old Testament Jacob deceived his brother Esau out of his birthright (Gen 
27:35-36).  Jacob was later named by God, Israel.  It’s as if Jesus is saying here, here comes 
Nathanael—a true Israelite, without a trace of Jacob in him. 

The word for “deceit” was a Greek word used for the bait on the end of a hook when fishing.  
What a great word to use given that Nathanael was a fisherman by trade.  There’s no bait-and-
switch with Nathanael.  What you see is what you get.  He is sincere. He genuinely seeks the 
truth. 

In other words, Jesus already knew before meeting Nathanael, that he was a man who was 
coming to Jesus to examine for himself the claims Philip made about Jesus.  He truly wanted to 
know, is Jesus the Christ?  He had no ulterior motives in approaching Christ.  He sought to gain 
nothing else. He was an honest seeker.  The promise written in Psalm 32:2 was about to come 
true for him, “Blessed is the man. . . in whose spirit there is no deceit." 

That man is blessed. And Nathanael is seconds away from experiencing the greatest blessing—
an encounter with the true Christ.  Nathanael must have been taken aback in surprise that Jesus—
whom he had never met— would make the declaration about him. 

v. 48: “Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”” 

“Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”" 
Now we get more than a glimpse into Jesus’ supernatural ability—we see it on full display.  
Whatever went on as Nathanael was under the fig tree, it was private enough that no one else 
could have known and it was poignant enough to be some outstanding experience.  Perhaps he 
had been under the fig tree in prayer communion with God or even contemplating the Scriptures 
about the coming Messiah. 

Regardless, Jesus revealed to Nathanael some knowledge that wasn’t available to others.  Jesus 
could have known this only by supernatural knowledge.  Immediately, Nathanael knows this and 
knows that Philips testimony about Jesus is true—he is the Christ that the Scriptures spoke of.  v. 
49: "Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”"  
Nathanael’s skepticism is instantly dissolved.  He is immediately converted—as v. 50 makes 
clear that he “believed.” 

He knows little about Jesus at this point. But on the evidence of Philip’s testimony; and (2) his 
knowledge of what the Scriptures say; and (3) Jesus’ demonstration of his supernatural 
knowledge, he knows at least that Jesus is the Son of God and the King of Israel.  He doesn’t 
have perfect knowledge. But he does have true knowledge.  And what he knows, he believes.   

Declaring Jesus to be the “Son of God” was a title for the Messiah.  To say that Jesus is God’s 
Son is to say that Jesus enjoys the closest connection with God the Father possible.  Like Father, 
like Son.  An intimacy like no other. 

Declaring Jesus to be the “King of Israel” meant that he was Nathanael’s king.  God was the 
ultimate king of his people in the OT.  And the expectation was that the Messiah would come 
and rule over God’s people, as God’s appointed ruler.  Nathanael was using the highest terms he 
knows to describe Jesus. He’s overwhelmed.  In response, (v. 50) "Jesus answered him, 
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“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these.”" 

This experience led Nathanael to put his trust in Jesus.  He was living up to the light he had.  He 
was trusting what he knew about Jesus.  And Jesus tells him, in effect, that his ministry was only 
beginning and that Nathanael would see more and greater revelation of his glory.  He wouldn’t 
have to wait long.  By the end of the week, Jesus would be in Nathanael’s hometown and turning 
water in wine at the wedding in Cana.  But Jesus has something specific in mind here.  
Something greater than Jesus’ supernatural knowledge. 

v. 51: "And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”" 

What he says is not merely for Nathanael’s benefit, but for all his disciples who are there, and by 
extension all of us. 

And the reason we know that is that the “you” in v. 50 is singular, but the “you” in v. 51 is 
plural.  “You all will see heaven opened. . .”  This is for us too. 

And what does Jesus describe?  He alludes to Genesis 28, where Jacob has a dream of a ladder 
set up on earth, stretching up to heaven, and angels ascending and descending on it.  Jacob 
awoke from that dream and set up the rock he used as his pillow as a pillar. And he named that 
place Bethel (house of God).  Jacob knew that he had seen a vision from heaven.  

Jesus says that heaven will be opened and the angels of God ascending and descending—not on a 
ladder—but on him.  That is, Jesus is the link between man and heaven.  Jesus is the means of 
access between God and man.  Through Jesus, God’s plans and will are revealed.  Wherever 
Jesus is, he is the new Bethel—the new house of God.  This was a reality too great for Nathanael 
at this point.  He couldn’t possibly understand the full extent of what Jesus was saying.  But 
Jesus wasn’t just the Messiah and the ruler sent from God.  He was and is the only way to God. 

Jn 14:6: "“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me." 

1 Ti 2:5: "There is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus," 

So we get to God through Jesus.  But Jesus uses means to bring people to himself.  And one of 
the principle ways he does this is by believers showing unbelievers the way to Jesus.  As Philip 
did for Nathanael, we bring people to Jesus so that they will believe.  We tell them the gospel so 
that they know the way of the narrow gate.  We show them the only path that leads to eternal life. 

What has Jesus done for us? He found us to follow him.  What has Jesus purposed for us? That 
we’d be seeking others so they would see.  What will God do through us? He will use us to bring 
others to believe in him. 

CONCLUSION 

So: 
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• Found to follow. 
• Seek so they will see. 
• Bring so they will believe. 

These are the lessons illustrated in this passage.  So, brothers and sisters, do you hear the call on 
your life in this passage?  Jesus found you to follow him wherever he goes. Will you follow him?  
Jesus sent you on a mission to seek others who don’t know him, so that they too can have their 
eyes opened to see the glories of Christ that you’ve seen.  And if we are faithful, Jesus will use 
us to bring others to himself so that they will believe.  Found to follow.  Seek so they will see.  
Bring so they will believe.  

May God help us to be faithful and to see many come to saving faith through our witness. 
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