
www.tccathens.org 

1 

 

WHO WILL BE HIS WITNESSES? 
John 1:6-8 (No. 3)       

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
August 28, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

What makes a man great? 

Can man even be great?  Given that man is by nature sinful, can he be great?  Given that every 
man eventually dies, can he be great?  Given that man is limited in knowledge and power, can he 
be great? 

Evidently, greatness is possible. 

In Matthew’s Gospel we read of a contemporary of Jesus and related to him, John the Baptist. 

Jesus says in Matthew 11:11: “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen 
no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.” 

So it’s possible for man to be great.  But what made John the Baptist great?  Scripture shows us 
that greatness isn’t found in our knowledge or power or in health or wealth.  Scripture shows us 
that greatness is being one of God’s faithful servants.   

Jesus modeled for us what true greatness looks like: he laid down his life for his friends.  In this 
morning’s passage, we discovered exactly why John the Baptist was great.  We learn two 
important truths about John.  These two truths accounted for his greatness.  And these two truths 
inform how we too might live greatly for God. 

In vv. 6-8, we learn two important truths about John that inform how we too might live greatly 
for God.  First, that he was commissioned by God. And, second, that he was commissioned to 
witness. 

First, John was. . .  

I. COMMISSIONED BY GOD 

v. 6: There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

“John” doesn’t refer to the name of the author of this Gospel—that is, John the Apostle.  John the 
Apostle never mentions himself by name in this Gospel.  “John” refers to who we know as John 
the Baptist.  All references to John in this Gospel are John the Baptist.  His name means 
“Jehovah has been gracious.”  
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That was true not only of himself, but through John, God would be gracious on Israel because he 
would prepare the way for the Messiah.  But the most important thing to know about John is not 
the meaning of his name, but that he was a man sent from God. 

For roughly 400 years, God had been silent in revelation.  The era of the prophets had ceased. 
God was no longer speaking through people filled with fresh revelations of the word of God.  
But John was sent from God as the prophet that bridged the gap between (what we now call) the 
OT and the NT.  He is the transition prophet.  And what we need to know is that he did not come 
on his own accord.  John was on a mission from God.  He’s introduced as a kind of contrast with 
the Word—that is, Christ.  John was a man. Christ is the Word.  John was sent from God. Christ 
is God.  John came. Christ was.  John (v. 8) bore witness about the light. Christ is the light.  John 
is the agent (as we’ll see in v. 7) through whom people put their trust in Christ. Christ is the 
object of trust.  So even though John is less than Christ, he nevertheless was commissioned by 
God. 

Commissioned to do what?  And that leads us to the second important truth about John (and 
we’ll spend the rest of our time here).  John was. . .  

II. COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS 

v. 7-9: He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

What was John sent by God to do?  Verse 7 tells us what he was commissioned to do: “He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.”  The light is 
Jesus, as we saw in v. 4: “In him [the Word] was life, and the life was the light of men.”  So John 
came to bear witness about Jesus.  That was the point of his birth—the point of his life. 

The other three Gospels tell of John’s odd diet and clothing and the unusual way he was born.  
But in this Gospel, none of that is mentioned.  Rather, one central characteristic of John 
dominates the narrative of the life of John.  And that is: John is a witness. 

Witness is a key word in this Gospel.  It’s hardly used at all in the other Gospels.  But in John’s 
Gospel its used as a noun (witness, testimony) or a verb (testify, bear witness) a combined 47x 
(14x/33x respectively).  That’s a lot.  In comparison: Matthew = 1; Mark = 3; Luke = 2.  Almost 
7x the number of usages in John’s Gospel verses the other three combined. 

Witnessing is language borrowed from the courtroom or in judicial proceedings.  In the OT the 
truth of a matter was established by the testimony of witnesses.  For example: 

Deuteronomy 19:15: “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any 
wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two 
witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 

Deuteronomy 17:6: On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die 
shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 
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This Gospel picks up on this idea of establishing the truth of who Jesus is through the testimony 
of witnesses.  This Gospel is full of witnesses.  But what was John the Baptist’s witness? What 
was his testimony about Jesus Christ?  We find out in this first chapter: 

v. 15: (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 

v. 29: [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” 

That’s phenomenal. This is three years before the cross and already revelation had been given to 
John that Jesus would take away the sin of the world. 

v. 32: And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 

v. 34: [John] says, “And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

So John’s testimony is this: 

• Jesus is greater than me 
• Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
• Jesus had the Spirit of God remain on him 
• Jesus is the Son of God. 

If true, that is powerful testimony!  No other man could that be said of.   

What was the verdict in other people’s minds about John’s testimony? What did the people say?  
Some time after John was beheaded, people were still talking about him.  And as the crowds 
followed Jesus they said in John 10:41: “John did no sign, but everything that John said about 
this man (Jesus) was true.”  No miracles. John did no signs.  But what he said about Jesus was 
true. He told us the truth about Jesus. 

May this be said of you when God takes you home.  “Everything she said about Jesus was true.”  
The mark of a faithful witness is truthfulness.  John stands as first in a long line of witnesses in 
this Gospel. 

In fact, there are 10 witnesses.  Very briefly, I want to show you these witnesses: 

The first is John the Baptist.  The second is surprising: she. . . is an adulteress. 

2. The Samaritan Adulteress 

Look at chapter 4.  You remember the Samaritan woman at the well.  She’s drawing water and 
Jesus, a Jew, talks to her.  She’s had five husbands and the one she’s living with isn’t her 
husband.  She’s a serial adulteress.  And yet, Jesus reveals his true nature to her: 

4:25-26: “The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). 
When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
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He tells her that he is the Messiah that from old was to come. 

What was her response? 

v. 28-29: So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 

She becomes a kind of witness to the town.  And what was the result of her witness? 

v. 39: Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” 

Jesus approached a 6-time, unrepentant, hard-hearted adulteress.  And when she caught a tiny 
glimpse of his glory (“he told me all that I ever did!”), she became his witness. 

3. Jesus’ works 

I’m taking these witnesses roughly in the order they appear in the book, not the order of 
importance or weight of evidence. 

In John 5, Jesus compares himself to John the Baptist: 

v. 36: “the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has 
given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has 
sent me.” 

So why did Jesus do all these miracles and healings and signs?  In order to prove to hard-hearted 
Jews that he was sent from the Father.  Jesus makes the same point in John 10:25: “The works 
that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me” So Jesus’ works were speaking—they told 
of Jesus’ true nature. 

4. The Father 

Look at the next verse in chapter 5: 

v. 37: Jesus said, "And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me.” 

We’ll discuss this verse in greater detail when we get to it, but v. 36 said, Jesus was doing the 
works that the Father had given him to accomplish.  And v. 37 indicates that Jesus’ doing the 
Father’s will was testimony about Jesus. 

Others were taking notice:  Nicodemus says to Jesus in 3:2: “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher come from God, [how do you know that?] for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with him.”  Jesus’s works have the fingerprints of the Father. 

5. The Scriptures/Old Testament 

5:39: “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me” 
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This is really quite a statement because he means that not only do Messianic prophecies testify 
about him, but that Jesus is the theme of all the Old Testament.  Just as the whole Old Testament 
reveals the nature of God, so it reveals the true nature of Jesus, the Son of God. 

6. Jesus’ words/own testimony 

In 8:12 Jesus said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”  The Pharisees didn’t like this. They knew he was making claims 
that only God could make. 

v. 13-14: “So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony 
is not true.” Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going. 

Then in v. 18: “I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness about me.”  So Jesus testifies on his own behalf.  Since his character is unimpeachable, 
his testimony on its own is sufficient to establish the truth of the matter. 

7. The Crowd 

In chapter 11, Lazarus is raised from the dead.  Then in chapter 12, the scene is Jesus’ triumphal 
entry in Jerusalem. A great crowd of people gathered and welcomed him into the city. 

12:17: “The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness.” 

They were amazed that a man dead for four days would suddenly come to life and walk out of 
the tomb.  And they didn’t stop talking about it. They became witnesses of Jesus. 

8. The Spirit 

Jn 15:26: “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” 

So each member of the Trinity testifies about Jesus.  And the Spirit is a powerful witness to us 
today. 

9. Jesus’ Disciples 

In the next verse (15:27) Jesus turned to his disciples and said: “And you also will bear witness, 
because you have been with me from the beginning.”  Their witness includes the NT Scriptures 
and the work that they did in establishing churches throughout their world. 

10. Jesus’ incarnation 

The second person of the Trinity breaking into the world—the Word becoming flesh and 
dwelling among us—bears witness about Jesus. 
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18:37: “Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 
truth.” 

So 10 witnesses give testimony about Jesus in the Gospel of John:  From the Father to the Son’s 
words and works, to the Spirit, to the Scriptures, to the disciples, to the crowds, and the 
adulteress—all of them tell the truth about Jesus. 

So the witness stand is crowded in this book.  And therefore, the world is without excuse. 

If you could picture the Gospel of John as a kind of courtroom and all these witnesses come to 
testify about Jesus, who, do you think, is on trial?  The answer you’d get back from this Gospel 
is: not Jesus.  Jesus isn’t on trial, he himself testifies. 

Jesus wasn’t put on trial and condemned by the world; the world was put on trial because of 
Jesus.  Look at 1:10-11: “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.”  

In order to establish the truthfulness of Jesus and his saving work, John the Apostle parades 
before the reader a multitude of witnesses who give testimony to Jesus’ true identity, which 
establishes the world’s guilt in rejecting Jesus. 

So John was sent from God.  And the reason he was sent was to be a witness about the light [i.e., 
Jesus] And the reason he bore witness about Jesus was so (7c): “that all might believe through 
him.”  “Him” is John, not Jesus.  Jesus isn’t presented as the agent of salvation but the object of 
salvation.  The idea is that through John’s testimony, people would believe on Jesus. 

As you would think, the verb “believe” is a major theme in the Gospel of John.  It’s used 98x – 
far more than any other book.  In fact, believing is the reason John the Apostle wrote the book.  
He writes in John 20:31: “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

Here in v. 7, the verb “believe” is in the aorist tense.  The aorist tense tells you that something 
happened. It’s like a photo—it’s a snapshot.  It contrasts with the present tense, which portrays 
an action as an ongoing process.  With the aorist tense, you can’t tell whether the action was 
ongoing or not, just that the action happened.  You might expect John the Apostle to use the 
present tense here.  That John was a witness to Jesus so that all might ‘go on believing’ through 
his testimony.  But he doesn’t use the present tense, he uses the aorist tense.  Perhaps the reason 
is this: when John the Baptist came as a witness, he came to bring people to decide about Jesus. 
He came with the aim of people making a definitive act of faith.  Whatever the reason for the 
tense of the verb, the main point is that his testimony was designed by God to bring people to 
saving faith in Jesus. 

Witnesses establish the truth of the matter and John the Apostle leads with John the Baptist to 
show that there is good evidence for the claims that he is already made about Jesus: namely, that 
Jesus is truly God. 
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CONCLUSION 

Witnesses do more than just provide evidence for the truth.  One commentator notes: “If I take 
my stand in the witness box and testify that such-and-such is the truth of the matter, I am no 
longer neutral. I have committed myself.”  Faithful witnesses are driving a stake in the ground 
and saying, this is what I believe.  If you serve as a witness in the courtroom, you take the stand 
only after swearing to an oath that you will tell the truth and only the truth.  If you don’t take the 
oath, you cannot be a witness.  In that moment of taking the oath, you are committing yourself.  
And so it is with witnesses for Jesus.  Commitment is required.  A commitment to the truth is 
necessary.  Witnesses for Jesus are saying, “Here I stand, I can do no other.”  The long line of 
godly men and women and children, who have been witnesses of Jesus, continues today. You 
were saved because of a witness. 

And if anyone else would become saved, there must be a witness. 

• Someone willing to endure ridicule.  
• Someone willing to be thought a fool.  
• Someone willing to lose position or prestige.  
• Someone willing to bridge the awkward silence and extend a hand.  
• Someone willing to go first.  
• Someone willing to go to the other side of the tracks.  
• Someone willing to look beyond the skin color.  
• Someone willing to love beyond the border.  
• Someone willing to go and cross a language barrier.  
• Someone willing to be poor.  
• Someone willing to risk Zika or Ebola.  
• Someone willing to lay down their life for the cause of Christ and the sake of the lost. 

Is there anyone here who is willing to do that?  Anyone who has counted everything as loss for 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ and sharing him with others? 

Anyone willing to share in his sufferings? 

Anyone willing to be accursed by men? 

Anyone who has forsaken the world’s riches? 

Anyone compelled by love to risk for the sake of the lost? 

Anyone broken enough to know that mercy isn’t optional? 

Anyone who laid their hand to the plow and will not look back? 

Is there anyone here who is willing to do that?  Are you ready to stand in the long line of 
witnesses and —though destitute, afflicted, and mistreated—be among that great cloud of 
witnesses of whom the world was not worthy?  Are you ready for that? 
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Will this ancient line of witnesses die when you die? 

Will the allure of being liked silence your voice? 

Will the charm of sin and sin’s regret still your witness? 

Will the gospel chorus go quiet with you? 

Dear Christian, your calling is not essentially different than John’s.  You have been given a call 
to be Christ’s witness. 

If not you, who? 

Only you know all the people you know. 

Only you can be the witness for Christ in the exact time and place that you live, with the 
friends and acquaintances that you have, with the background that you have, with the 
giftings that you have. 

So who will be his witnesses? 

God is calling you today to join the crowded witness box so that many would believe through 
your testimony and many would say, everything he said about Jesus was true. 
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