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THE TRUE LIGHT AND THE DARK HEARTS 
John 1:9-11 (No. 4) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson 
September 4, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

The first 18 verses of the Gospel of John are filled with stunning truths about Jesus.  If the Spirit 
of God opens our eyes, we will see them fresh. 

We’ve learned that: 

• Jesus is preexistent (he was before the beginning; there was never a time he didn’t exist) 
• Jesus is united with the Father, yet distinct. 
• Jesus is truly God. 
• Jesus created everything in creation. 
• Jesus is the giver of light and life. 

Our passage today, contains two more astonishing truths.  Let’s read John 1:9-11 to see what 
these are. But to set the context let’s read beginning in v. 1 

Here are the two stunning truths found in vv. 11-13: 

(1) the Word of God—the true God—visits the world. 

(2) when he did this, people would have nothing to do with him. 

The way John presents these truths is by continuing the picture of light and darkness that he 
started in vv. 4-5. 

In v. 9, John presents the True Light—that is Jesus. 

In vv. 10-11, John presents the Dark Hearts—those who reject Jesus. 

And that’s how we’ll break out the divisions of this sermon: (1) the true light; and (2) the dark 
hearts. 

I. THE TRUE LIGHT 

v. 9: The true light, which gives light everyone, was coming into the world. 

We learned a few weeks ago when we studied vv. 4-5, that Jesus is called the ‘light of men’ and 
that ‘light shines in the darkness.’ Light, we said, is a metaphor used in the Scriptures to picture 
truth and revelation (in the intellectual sense) and purity and holiness (in the moral sense).  So 
light makes a perfect metaphor for Jesus, who perfectly reveals God and is perfectly holy.  Jesus 
is the Light. 
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But now v. 9 adds to what John has already written: Jesus is the ‘true light, which gives light to 
everyone” and he ‘was coming into the world.’  So Jesus is the true light. 

That word translated “true” has a range of meanings in Greek.  It can simply mean ‘real, 
genuine.’  Predominately the way it was used in Greek.  And certainly Jesus was the real, 
genuine light.  It could also mean true in the sense of the opposite of what is false.  Jesus speaks 
of ‘true worshippers’ in 4:23: “the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.” 

But there’s an additional way the Greeks used the word, and it’s not the way we use it.  In some 
contexts “true” has the idea of “ultimate.”  So, for example, manna from heaven was real bread, 
but Jesus is the true bread from heaven” (6:32). He is the greater bread, the better bread, the 
ultimate bread.  Or Israel was the chosen vine of God in the OT, but Jesus is the ‘true vine’ 
(15:1).  Or, as in this verse, the OT Scriptures gave light, but Jesus is the ‘true light’ (1:9).  Jesus 
is the preeminent light—he is the supreme light. He is the greatest of truth, the greatest of purity. 

Now, in context, a comparison is made between Jesus as the true light and John the Baptist as 
one who is not the light.  Later on in this Gospel, Jesus says that John the Baptist was a light, but 
not the light. In 5:35, he says, “[John] was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to 
rejoice for a while in his light.”  John the Baptist was used by God to shine truth into the world, 
but he was only a man. The true, highest, best, ultimate Light was Jesus.  Jesus shines into this 
world and reveals God because he is God. 

Verse 9 says that he Jesus, as the true light, “gives light to everyone.”  Now, we should say about 
translation:  The Greek verb is phoTIZo.  It can either mean ‘to give knowledge’ as in ‘to 
enlighten’ or it can mean ‘to shed light, make visible, bring to light’ as in ‘gives light.’  Different 
English translations opt for one or the other.  Up until 2011, the ESV translated this verb 
“enlighten.”  But the 2011 text edition edited it to “gives light.”  I think it was a good change, 
which eliminates confusion. 

The idea isn’t that Jesus came into the world and granted enlightenment in some sort of mystical 
sense.  The idea is that Jesus came into the world and cast light across the whole world.  As the 
light, he shines on everyone.   

But John portrays the light as having a unique quality.  The light divides and separates mankind.  
As the light, Jesus reveals the true hearts of men.  Those who hate the light, reject Jesus and 
remain in darkness.  Those who by God’s Spirit come to love the light, see the light, flee from 
darkness, and embrace Jesus. 

For example, go to: 

John 3:19-21: And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world [same phrase], and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
works have been carried out in God.” 
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So light breaks in and it causes a separation.  Those who love darkness, hate the light and flee 
from the light so that they aren’t exposed.  Those who loves the truth (‘does what is true’) come 
to the light, so that they can show their God-connectedness (‘works have been carried out in 
God’)  

Or look at: 

John 8:12: Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

By following Jesus—the true light—it will cause a distinction to be made—you will not walk in 
darkness but have the light of life. 

Look also at: 

John 9:39-41: Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 
and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

Without going into detail on this passage, you see that there is a distinction being made and the 
imagery is seeing vs. not seeing (blindness).  Light is primarily experienced through seeing, so 
the imagery is parallel.  And Jesus ‘coming into the world’ causes this separation. 

One more: 

John 12:46: I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in 
darkness. 

Again, Jesus breaking into the world as the true light draws those who believe in him out of the 
darkness.  So, Jesus as the true light, come into the world and his whole life as the light of God 
divides people into children of light and children of darkness.  So be amazed that God comes into 
the world. The Word visits the world. 

But we know that this is a fallen world and so in some way we aren’t surprised to read that his 
entrance into the world was not marked by universal gladness. 

This is the second section of our passage. . .  

II. THE DARK HEARTS 

v. 10-11: He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

Now to fully grasp what John is saying, we need to know some things about how he uses the 
word “world” (Gk. kosmos).  Kosmos is used 185x in the NT.  Over half of those usages are in 
John’s writings.  Used 78x in the Gospel of John. Compared to 8x in Matt; 3x in Mk; and 3x in 
Lk.  The word derived from a word for ‘order.’ The Greeks of John’s day used kosmos to refer to 
the order of the world.  The kosmos was the world in all its order and beauty. The world was 
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something attractive and positive.  But John uses it differently.  In John’s Gospel, the word 
‘world’ has shades of meaning and its meaning depends on the context.  Sometimes it refers to 
the created universe. 

10b: “the world was made through him” 

Other times, it seems to refer to people in general 

12:19: the Pharisees said to one another, “... Look, the world has gone after him.” 

But the main usage refers to the whole created order that is in rebellion against its Maker—
including sinful man and Satanic opposition.  So ‘world’ has a decidedly negative tone in the 
Gospel. 

In fact, one commentator has stated that upon close inspection of John’s Gospel, only a handful 
of occurrences of kosmos are neutral, and the vast majority are negative. And this commentator 
says, “There are no unambiguously positive occurrences.”  That is to say, this is almost always a 
negative term in John’s writings.  The world stands in opposition to Christ in John’s Gospel.  

v.9 “he was coming into the world” 

Coming into—not just to earth—but breaking into this created order that is in rebellion against 
him.  Jesus is shown to be above and outside the world:  For example, in 8:23: [speaking to the 
Pharisees] [Jesus] said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world.  Again, he doesn’t simply mean he is from heaven, while the Pharisees live 
on earth.  He means the Pharisees are part of sinful humanity and Satanic opposition that opposes 
Christ. 

Another example of Jesus above and outside the world is found in 18:36, where Jesus is under 
questioning from Pilate, and Jesus says, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were 
of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the 
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 

And because Jesus came to rescue his sheep from the world, we believers are also pictured as 
being above and outside the world: 

John 15:19: “If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”   

Believers are never said to be members of the world.  In it, just as Jesus came into it, but not of 
it.  So when the word ‘world’ is used, the emphasis is not on the place called earth or on its 
bigness, but on its badness as a system opposed to Christ.  Jesus is called the Savior of the world 
(4:42).  Whatever else that says about Jesus, it says nothing positive about the world that it needs 
a Savior.  John the Baptist cries out in 1:29 that Jesus, the Lamb of God, “takes away the sin of 
the world! 

Again, whatever else that says about Jesus, it says nothing positive about the world that is in sin 
and needs its sin taken away. 
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So as we move from v. 9 to v. 10-11 the mood shifts.  If the music was a symphony of glory up, 
it now becomes haunting bellows.  It’s like foreshadowing in a novel.  The rejection of Jesus by 
his own people is a major theme through this Gospel.  “He was in the world” 

The Word, as we find out in v. 14, came in the flesh. He came into this world that is in rebellion 
against its Maker.  Previously, the whole OT pointed to Jesus. But now he came personally.  
“And the world was made through him.”  This in one way repeats what we learned in v. 3, that 
everything in the universe was made through Jesus.  But John reminds us here as a way to say, 
since he made the world, surely the world should acknowledge him when he came. 

But what follows is a very simple statement, but an ocean of sadness.  “Yet the world did not 
know him.”  John’s not saying that the world didn’t know Jesus existed or that they didn’t know 
much about him.  This is a failure to know him as an intimate friend. They failed to have a right 
relation with him.  It’s a coldness to Jesus. They were not warm with him.  They didn’t know 
him because they didn’t want to know him.  They were spiritually blind to see the light. 

But it gets worse in v. 11.  “He came to his own.”  It’s an odd Greek phrasing because the phrase 
is neuter so that it could be translated: “he came to his own things.”The idea is that “he came 
home.”  This is the exact expression used in 19:27 where John the Apostle took Jesus’ mother, 
Mary, “into his home.” 

Jesus came into the world, but not as an alien.  He took on flesh and he came to the world he 
created.  He came, in a sense, home.  And he did more than that. He came to his own tribe, his 
own people—Israel.  “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 

He didn’t come to a people who would have no reason to know him.  He came to a people who 
should have known him.  It was his own home folk—the Jews— who didn’t receive him.  They 
should have known better.  They should have welcomed him.  They should have been expecting 
him, based on the OT. 

Sure, there were some who were expecting him.  Simeon was there in the temple when Jesus was 
presented before the Lord as a baby. He has been waiting for the comfort of Israel.  And then 
there was Anna, the 84 year-old who was always at the temple praying and fasting—waiting for 
the redemption of Israel.  But the main story of Israel is not the Simeons and the Annas. They 
stand out because they weren’t like the rest.  Rather, the story of Israel is that they continually 
rejected their God. 

Isaiah 1:2-3: Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord has spoken: “Children have I 
reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox knows its owner, and the 
donkey its master’s crib, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” 

Isaiah 65:2-3: I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is 
not good, following their own devices; a people who provoke me to my face continually, 
sacrificing in gardens and making offerings on bricks; 

Jeremiah 7:25-26: From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have 
persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. Yet they did not listen to me 
or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers. 
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So when the true light came to his own people, they rejected him too. “His own people did not 
receive him.” 

Receive is a word that denotes intimacy.  When Joseph took Mary as his wife, he “received” her 
(same root word; Matt 1:20, 24).  Jesus tells us in John 14:3 that he goes to heaven to prepare a 
place for us, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also.”  That is, Jesus receives us. He receives us because he 
wants to be with us, near us, in relationship with us.  But his own people largely didn’t want a 
relationship with him.  They might take him on their own terms, but not receive him for who he 
really was. 

CONCLUSION 

The whole world is implicated by vv. 10-11. It’s not just a Jewish rejection. It’s a world 
rejection.  The Jews were hostile.  Pilate was indifferent.  But all of them rejected Jesus in their 
own way.  And the world rejects Jesus today in the same way.  Some are openly hostile to Christ 
and anything that goes by his name—like Christians. 

Others will only receive Jesus on their own terms: A good teacher. A beacon of love. A shining 
example.  But not God. Not one who insists he is the only way to God.  Others pay no mind to 
Jesus at all.  Why receive Christ when there’s TV. Or a career to pursue. Or money to be made. 
Or a hobby to indulge in.  Perhaps he is just the God of your parents. 

Before our salvation, we find ourselves among the world.  We had our way of rejecting Jesus—
our way of rebelling against our Maker—our way of not knowing him or receiving him. 

Perhaps that’s you today.  You’re among the throngs who scoff, or admire only the Jesus of your 
imagination, or maybe you’re just not that interested in him.  These are all kinds of rejection.  A 
sign from heaven or a miracle wouldn’t wake you from your stupor.  You’re who John spoke of 
in John 12:37: “Though [Jesus] had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in 
him.” 

But would you consider this true light traversed the cosmos, and entered into this darkened world 
in rebellion against him, and willingly endured the shame and mistreatment by the people he had 
made, and became the Savior of the world—even your Savior if you would believe—by dying on 
the cross?  Can you understand these are the actions of One who loves you?  This is what it cost 
him to reach you.  This is the sacrifice he made to demonstrate his love for you.  This is his open 
hand reaching out to you, calling you to draw near.  And would you reject him again and again? 
Why not instead receive him this day? 

• Receive him for who he is. 
• Turn from your way of rejection and worldliness. 
• Confess your sins. 
• And embrace Christ by trusting him that he forgives sins, even yours. 
• And then walking in obedience to your Savior, who is also your Lord. 
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The true light shines even today and separates those who love the light from those who love 
darkness.  Come to the light.  What a great Light he is! 

That he came into the world, and, as v. 12 says, “all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

That’s good news—that’s the good news of Jesus. 

Receive him. Believe in him. And so become a child of God today. 
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