
www.tccathens.org 

1 

 

GOD’S MISSION FOR JESUS 
John 3:17-18 (No. 19) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
January 22, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

If the story of Jesus’ life on earth were a symphony, soon after it began an ominous note would 
sound.  A minor chord would be struck. A rumble heard.  And the chorus would be the words of 
Simeon: “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel.” 

The name of Jesus has always divided people.  When Herod heard the news of Jesus’ birth, he 
sought a way to kill him.  When the shepherds heard the news of Jesus’ birth, they sought a way 
to worship him.  Jesus’ name continued to divide people: The Pharisees and the disciples. The 
crowds in one place that adored him and the crowds in another place that wanted to throw him 
off the cliff.  Jesus himself acknowledged that he caused divisions: 

Luke 12:51–53: "Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two 
against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law.”"  

More important, though, than Jesus dividing people here on earth, Jesus’ name divides people in 
eternity.  It could only be this way because the very mission of Jesus was a mission to divide 
humanity in eternity.  When Jesus came to earth, he came on a mission.  And this mission 
divides humanity for eternity. 

I want to show you this in our continuing study of John’s Gospel and the verses that are next for 
us.  But let’s begin by reading John 3:16-21, focusing on vv. 17, 18. 

John 3:16-21 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may 
be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

 
I want you to first see in verse 17 the commission of Jesus. 

I. THE COMMISSION OF JESUS 

v. 17: "For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him."  
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Verse 16 says that out of love for the world, God gave his only Son.  Why did God give his only 
Son?  Verse 17 gives us the reason.  

He gave his only Son “for God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him."  

In other words, God the Father sent his Son Jesus on a mission to the world.  The word “send” 
comes from the same root word as the Greek word for apostle.  An apostle is literally ‘one who is 
sent.’  In ancient times an apostolos was someone who had a special commission.  Someone who 
came with a delegated authority and was acting on behalf of someone else.  To receive and 
accept the message and mission of a “sent one” was to receive and accept the message and 
mission of the sender.  Jesus acted as the Sent One from the Father: 

John 5:19: "So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise."  

John 5:30: "“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I 
seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me."  

John 8:28: "So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me."  

John 12:49: "For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself 
given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak."  

So Jesus was sent by the Father with a message and a mission.  To accept Jesus was to accept the 
Father, who sent him.  Jesus tells the unbelieving Jews in 8:19: “If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.”  And John writes in his first epistle: 1 John 2:23: "No one who denies the 
Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also."  

 The Father sent the Son on a mission because of God’s great love for humanity (“God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son”).  What was the mission? We’ll see in just a moment.  But 
first note with amazement that he sent the Son “into the world.”  The preposition “into” has the 
idea of toward.  The world wasn’t neutral toward God. God knew that the world was against him, 
but he didn’t move away from this sinful world.  He knew the world desperately needed a 
Savior.  Rather than moving away, his love and mercy overflowed and he moved toward the 
need.  That what love does.  Love moves toward needs.   

This movement of God is so astounding that the word “world” is repeated three times in this one 
verse. 

"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him."  

What was the purpose, then, for God to send his Son into the world?  Here, the purpose is state 
negatively: “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world.”  Condemn means to 
judge.  It’s to judge because of guilt.  But Jesus’ mission was not to judge the world. 
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Had Jesus come in that way, he certainly would have been right in doing so.  He could have 
come in judgment because the world is guilty.  The Jews, in fact, expected that the Messiah 
would come to judge.  They also thought they would be spared and that the nations would be the 
ones judged.  But they had an expectation that the Messiah would come in judgment. 

If we had somehow heard before Jesus’ birth that God was sending his Son to the earth, we 
likely would have had a sense of dread fill us if we knew our Old Testament.  Surely, God would 
be sending his Son to judge the world.  After all, we could think back to the Old Testament and 
consider what happened when God sent his angels.  Only sometimes were they sent as 
messengers of grace.  When they were sent to God’s enemies, they acted as God’s instruments of 
judgment. 

Remember the angels who came to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of the wickedness 
found there (Genesis 19).  Remember the angel of the Lord who came and struck the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt because of Pharaoh’s refusal to let God’s people go (Exodus 12).  Remember 
the angel of the Lord who slaughtered 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night when the Assyrian 
army threatened Jerusalem (2 Kings 19). 

So if God sent his angels in judgment against his enemies, then surely if he was sending his Son 
to we who were enemies of God, he would be sending his Son to judge the world.  Unless our sin 
is atoned for, we are all guilty before God.  We have no excuses. No way to plea bargain with 
our Heavenly Judge.  We have no assurance of God letting us off easy or our sin going 
unnoticed. No hope that God will forget our sin. 

Rather, Proverbs 11:21: "Be assured, an evil person will not go unpunished.” 

We are assured of the wrath of God against all ungodliness: 

Romans 1:18: "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth."  

If a man dies apart from Christ, he has no hope of tasting the mercy of God again. The sentence 
is an eternal sentence and God’s wrath will be poured out on him forever. 

John 3:36: "whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him."  

But, according to this verse, God’s Son didn’t come to judge the world.  Continuing on in verse 
17, we see God’s purpose in sending his Son stated positively: “God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him."  Here 
is the purpose for which God sent his Son on a mission: to save the world.  “Save” has the idea 
of rescue and deliver from judgment.  The judgment of God is that all are guilty before him.  So 
since he is the one who gives the judgment, salvation (that is, rescue from judgment) can only 
come from him.  There can be no other savior than God himself. 

So Jesus came, sent from the Father, on a mission to save sinners.  Jesus repeats the aim of his 
mission again and again in the Gospels. 



www.tccathens.org 

4 

 

Matthew 9:13: "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”"  

Luke 19:10: "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”"  

Matthew 15:24: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Luke 4:43: “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I 
was sent for this purpose.”"  

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  From cradle to grave to resurrection, Jesus’ mission 
through it all was to save the world.  Every word he uttered had this purpose.  Every interaction 
had this priority.  Every miracle he did was for this aim.  Every action he took was for this goal.  
Jesus was not sent unwillingly or half-heartedly.  He had no bitterness in his heart to be sent to 
die.  There was no strain in the relationship between Father and Son as he was sent on this 
mission.  He was united with the Father in purpose. He says in John 10:30, “I and the Father are 
one.”  The Father and Jesus are not the same person of the Trinity, but the same God, the same 
essence, and indeed they have the same purpose.  

The Father gave his Son because he loved the world and Jesus came to the world because he also 
loved the world.  He came not to condemn, but to save.  

Jesus says in John 12:47: "If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world."  

And by the way, Jesus words in John 9:39 don’t contradict this. 

There Jesus says, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 
those who see may become blind.” 

He’s not speaking of final judgment. He came to save. He’s saying that “his salvation is a 
dividing reality.”  His saving mission divides people and in that sense acts as a kind of judgment 
on people. You either believe in him or you don’t.  But he came to save and now the saving 
mission is done. It is finished. The provision has been made for the sacrifice we need for our 
sins. 

But there is yet another coming of Jesus and this second mission of Jesus will be different than 
the first.  His second mission will be for judgment.  Jesus hints at this in chapter 5: 

John 5:22: "For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,"  

John 5:27: "And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man."  

So there is a judgment coming. And Jesus will in fact execute that judgment.  When he comes, 
he will not come as a Lamb but as the Lion.  He will not come poor and lowly, but rich and lifted 
up.  He will not be mistreated by the world, but will dominate the world in his power.  At his 
second coming, he will not only judge the world, but will rescue his own people 

Hebrews 9:28: "Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him."  
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So we’ve seen the commission of Jesus—to save the world. Now let’s look in verse 18 at the 
condemnation of God. 

II. THE CONDEMNATION OF GOD 

John 3:18: "Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God."  

What determines whether you are saved or condemned by Jesus?  Can there be a more important 
question for your soul and for the souls of your loved ones? 

What we are saying is that Jesus divides humanity.  At your death, your eternal fate is 
determined.  There is no going back. No do over. No trying again.  A man’s fate is sealed at 
death. 

As it says in Hebrews 9:27: "It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,"  

Your body will eventually lie in a coffin, but where will your soul go?  Will you be saved or will 
you be condemned by God.  Jesus Christ came into the world to save. But this salvation is not 
automatic.  Not all get saved. Salvation is universally offered but salvation is not universally 
received.  The gate is narrow. Not many enter it. Most will be condemned rather than saved. 

Most of the people you meet believe in a kind of justification by imperfection.  They know they 
have sinned. They know they aren’t perfect. And they are hoping that since no one else is perfect 
either, God will accept their imperfection.  They rest easy believing that “God will accept me just 
the way I am.” 

But God can’t accept us just the way we are.  God is holy. He is perfectly pure and clean.  We 
are impure and dirty.  He cannot dwell with the unholy. So he cannot accept us just as we are.  
No, we need a righteousness and holiness that is not our own.  We need a perfection that we can 
never attain.  We need as Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount to “be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  In short, we need the perfection of Jesus to be ours. We need 
to be clothed in the perfect holiness of Jesus.  We need a rescue by Jesus from our deserved 
judgment from God. 

So again, what determines whether you are saved or condemned?  The answer is found in this 
verse: “Whoever believes in him is not condemned.”  The one who believes in Jesus is not 
condemned!  For the one who believes, judgment is taken off the table.  The one who believes 
receives a full pardon. 

Jesus said, John 5:24: "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."  

So, then, what does it mean to believe in Jesus?  The Greek preposition translated “in” is eis.  
This preposition has a kind of directionality to it.  It is believing toward Jesus. Believing into 
Jesus.  It is a believing that rests into and upon Jesus alone for salvation.  It’s a belief that moves 
away from self. It’s a belief that distrusts self-help before God.  It’s a kind of trusting wholly in 
Jesus as though there were no other options, because there are no other options. 
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But what of those who do not believe in Jesus?   

Verse 18 continues: “but whoever does not believe is condemned already.” 

Not only are they condemned. But they are condemned already.  Condemned now!  Judgment is 
a present reality. The judgment is not merely future, but has already come.  In other words, they 
have already been sentenced.  No defense attorney can strike a lesser sentence.  No jury of their 
peers can render a different verdict.  Their good works cannot outweigh their bad.  The Judge’s 
gavel has already come down. 

Sure, if they believe in Jesus before they die, they will be saved.  But as it stands, their 
condemnation is already.  If they persist in their unbelief, they will persist in their condemnation.  
And, once again, why are they condemned? 

Verse 18 concludes: “because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” 

God provided a remedy for sin and they rejected it.  They have not trusted God’s solution for 
their problem of guilt.  They have perhaps created a solution of their own or followed after a 
solution of another.  But these are no remedies. Only God can provide the remedy for his own 
judgment. 

“he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” 

God provided a name to be saved under. 

Acts 4:12 says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 

There is just one name that saves. One name that must be believed.  He was born with the name 
of salvation: Yahweh saves, Jeshua, Jesus. 

“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (the angel said to 
Joseph in Matthew 1:21). 

This is the name of the only Son of God.  The monogenes. The unique, one-of-a-kind Son of 
God.  Salvation is found only in the One. This is both the hopelessness and the hope of man.  
Hopeless because salvation is found in no other Savior. By rejecting the one Savior, they 
condemn themselves.  But hopeful, because if one trusts in the only Son of God, then he will be 
saved. 

CONCLUSION 

We began with the idea that the name of Jesus divides humanity for all eternity.  Believing in 
Jesus is the decisive issue for a man’s eternal destiny.  So we who have received him are to go on 
believing him.  And those who have not believed in Jesus are condemned, unless they turn and 
trust him. 
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