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A PROPHET HAS NO HONOR IN HIS HOME COUNTRY 
John 4:43-54 (No. 27) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
March 19, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

Read John 4:43-54 

John 4:43-54 43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that 
a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans 
welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone 
to the feast. 
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum 
there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 
Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of 
death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49 The 
official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son 
will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.51 As he was 
going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them 
the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the 
fever left him.” 53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will 
live.” And he himself believed, and all his household.54 This was now the second sign that Jesus 
did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. 
  

If you’ve been a Christian for a length of time, you’ve probably come to realize that not 
everyone who says they like Jesus, loves Jesus.  And not everyone who says they love Jesus 
actually trusts in Jesus savingly.  In other words, what someone says and how they behave is not 
always the most reliable indicator of what their heart truly loves and believes. 

In the story we’ve come to as we close chapter 4, we find a similar principle illustrated: not 
everyone who welcomes Jesus, believes in Jesus. 

Recap 

For several weeks, we’ve been tracking Jesus’ ministry as he journeys from the Judean 
countryside (the southern part of Palestine) to Galilee (up north).  As we’ve seen, Jesus 
intentionally traveled through Samaria, a region where you’d expect him to be rejected because 
he was a Jew and the Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along.  Rather than experiencing rejection, 
however, he was accepted in Samaria and his ministry exploded.  That’s surprising, but perhaps 
even more surprising is how it happened. 

Jesus had a conversation with a known adulteress at a well outside the Samaritan town of Sychar 
and he revealed to her that he was the Messiah.  She was so excited that she went back into town 
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and told whoever would listen, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?”  Many of the Samaritan townspeople came out to see Jesus and they too came to believe 
in him.  They asked him to stay in town with them for two more days (4:40).  He did and the 
result, according to verse 41, was that “many more believed because of his word.” 

Sychar was a stop along his journey, but it wasn’t his destination.  We read in 4:3 that his 
destination was the region of Galilee. 

As we pick up the story again in verse 43, we see the principle that not all who welcome Jesus 
believe in Jesus and then we see that principle illustrated. 

I. THE PRINCIPLE EXAMINED: NOT ALL WELCOMING IS TRUE BELIEVING 

John 4:43: "After the two days he departed for Galilee."  

We’ll read that he eventually arrives at Cana in Galilee, the same place he turned the water to 
wine.  If he went straight there, the journey from Sychar in Samaria to Cana in Galilee was about 
50 miles, which would have taken 2 or 3 days on foot.  Whether he went straight there or made 
other stops along the way, we don’t know.  But he arrived in Galilee and the reaction of the 
Galileans to Jesus’ arrival seemed promising.  Skipping down to verse 45 we read: "So when he 
came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. . .”  That sounds positive—like a good start to his 
ministry there. 

The word “welcomed” is the word that can mean “received” and is used in the context of a host 
welcoming a guest to his home.  The Galileans welcomed Jesus to their homeland.  Their 
homeland was in fact his homeland.  He grew up in Galilee in Nazareth. Nazareth was his 
boyhood home.  People even knew Jesus as “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

When Philip, the disciple of Jesus, sought out and found Nathanael, Philip said to Nathanael, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph” (1:45).  Later on in this gospel, some doubt that Jesus is the Christ because 
they knew Jesus grew up in Galilee 

John 7:41–43: "Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from 
Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes 
from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division among the people over 
him."  

Even the chief priests and Pharisees doubted the claims about Jesus because of where he grew 
up.  They said in 7:52: "Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”  So everyone knew 
that Jesus was a Galilean in that that’s where he grew up—in Nazareth in the region of Galilee. 
So we might think, of course they welcomed him. He was after all a hometown hero of sorts.  
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Verse 45 continues: “the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem 
at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast."  

We’ll come back to this, but for now we note that word had spread all the way to Galilee what 
Jesus did in Jerusalem during the previous Passover feast and now here he was.  They were glad 
of his arrival. They welcomed him. 

But the Apostle John, who wrote this narration and who was likely with him, gives us a clue as 
to how we should interpret their welcome of Jesus.  Verse 43 says, “He departed for Galilee.”  
Then verse 44, the verse we skipped, begins, "(For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has 
no honor in his own hometown.)"  Note the word “for.”  Verse 44 is a fascinating verse.  It’s 
clearly a parenthetical remark from John.  If verse 44 wasn’t present, the narrative would read 
the same.  “After the two days he departed for Galilee. . . . So when he came to Galilee, the 
Galileans welcomed him. . .”  It reads smooth. 

But into this narrative, the Apostle John interjects verse 44 so that we interpret the rest of the 
story properly.  What’s most interesting about verse 44 is not so much the proverb that’s given 
(“a prophet has no honor in his own hometown”), but the word that begins the verse and 
connects it to verse 43: “for.”  “For” is a word that provides a reason. Jesus went to Galilee and 
the Apostle John provides us the reason.  

What’s the reason Jesus went to Galilee?  He went to Galilee because (“for”) Jesus himself 
testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown. 

The word “hometown” in Greek is patris and could be translated, as most other major 
translations do, “home country.”  Again, we know that his hometown was Nazareth and his home 
country, so to speak, was Galilee.  Why did Jesus go to Galilee?  This verse tells us: because he 
knew he wouldn’t be honored there as God’s prophet—as God’s spokesman.  In other words, he 
went where he knew he’d be rejected. 

Reading the first chapter, we anticipate this: John 1:11: "He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him."  By and large, the Jews rejected Jesus and even the people he grew up 
around rejected him.  In fact, it doesn’t take long for the welcome in Galilee to turn to rejection. 

Chronologically, after the story we’re studying today occurs, the next story when pulling all the 
gospel accounts together is found in Luke 4.  And there we see how fast the welcome turns to 
rejection.  Let’s turn there a moment. 

Luke 4:14 begins: "And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about 
him went out through all the surrounding country."  This trip to Galilee in Luke 4 is the same trip 
to Galilee in John 4.   
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Luke 4:15–16a: "And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. And he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up.” 

That is, Nazareth was his hometown. 

vv. 16b-22: “And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood 
up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that 
were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”"  

They were amazed that Jesus, who everyone knew as Joseph’s son because he grew up among 
them, was speaking like this.  They “spoke well of him.” But that wouldn’t last. 

Luke 4:23: "And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal 
yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’”"  

What he did in Capernaum was heal the official’s son. That’s the story we’re studying today and 
remember Luke 4 occurs after the healing takes place in Capernaum.  So he knows that they’ve 
heard about the healing. And he knows that they would want him to do those kinds of miracles in 
his own hometown. 

Luke 4:24: "And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown."  

That’s not the exact wording of John 4:44, but it’s the same idea.  Jesus is anticipating their 
rejection of him. He’s telling them that he already knows they won’t honor him. 

Luke 4:25–27: "But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, 
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the 
land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman 
who was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”"  

Here, Jesus brought up two instances in the Old Testament that really grated at the Jews.  In both 
cases, the Jews in those days were living in rebellion against God—there was widespread 
unbelief in Israel.  In the first case, when a famine came into the land, God sent the prophet 
Elijah not to help the widows of Israel, but to a woman in Zarephath, who was a Gentile.  In the 
second case, there were many lepers in Israel, but God sent the prophet Elisha to help Naaman, 
who was not a Jew, but a Gentile.  God’s compassion extended to Gentiles and he skipped over 
the Jews in both of these instances because they were in rebellion against him. 
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The Jews of Nazareth didn’t like hearing Jesus say all this.  The implication seems to be that 
Jesus refused to do miracles in Nazareth on this occasion because they too were in unbelief, so 
he’d rather extend his healing ministry to other places. 

Here’s how the people who had previously marveled at him and spoke well of him and 
welcomed him reacted: 

Luke 4:28–30: "When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And 
they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he 
went away."  

Now, go back to John 4. 

Again: John 4:43–44: "After the two days he departed for Galilee. (For Jesus himself had testified 
that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.)"  

Why did Jesus go to Galilee?  Because he had to be rejected by his own people.  The cross was 
already in view. Unless he was rejected, he would not die for the sins of all who believe in him.  
He went to Galilee not to increase his fame, but to be rejected starting with the people who knew 
him best.  By his own people, he was rejected. 

So he came to his home country not under any delusion that he would be whole-heartedly 
embraced in their welcome, but knowing full well he would be rejected by the very ones praising 
him.  Whatever welcome he would receive would be (in the words of one commentator) largely 
“hollow and worthless” with relatively few actually believing in him.  He came to Galilee to be 
rejected by the many and accepted by the few.  They rejected him because they did not truly 
believe in him.  That’s what John wants you to understand when you read verse 45: 

"So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in 
Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast."  

Why did they welcome him if only later they would reject him?  The end of the verse tells us: 
they had “seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.” 

Some of the Galileans had been in Jerusalem earlier in the year for the Passover feast, when 
Jesus was there.  We read in chapter 2 what happened.  He cleared the temple and John says in 
2:23: "Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing."  So there in Jerusalem Jesus did signs. He performed 
miracles.  What kind of signs, we’re not told. But likely he healed people just as he did 
throughout his ministry.  The same people who saw and heard what Jesus did in Jerusalem grew 
excited when he came to Galilee.  It’s as if they were saying, “We’re glad you’re here, Jesus. Do 
your signs here. Physician, heal your home countrymen.”   
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Their welcome, according to verse 45, was conditioned on what they had seen: "the Galileans 
welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone 
to the feast."  

They weren’t enthusiastic about Jesus’ arrival because he’s the Christ and the Savior of the 
world, as the Samaritans came to know him.  They were enthusiastic because he was a healer and 
miracle worker.  They wanted the signs and wonders.  Therefore, their welcoming of Jesus was 
not a welcoming of him because of who he was, but a welcoming of him for what he could do 
for them. 

In reality, their welcoming of him was truly a form of rejecting him because they didn’t receive 
him for who he was—the Christ, the Son of God—but for what he could do—perform healings 
and miracles.  Jesus knew this as he came in Galilee. We remember what John wrote in John 
2:24–25: "But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man."  

To truly receive Jesus is to believe in him. 

John 1:12: "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God,"  

But there’s a kind of receiving of Jesus that is not true believing and the Galileans illustrate this.  
The only kind of faith that saves is the faith that God gives and that’s a faith that receives Jesus 
for who he is and all that he is.  The rest of the story in chapter 4 illustrates that principle and 
we’ll be able to cover it rather quickly. 

In verses 46-50, this principle is illustrated in the healing of the official’s son. 

II. THE PRINCIPLE ILLUSTRATED: THE OFFICIAL AND HIS HOUSEHOLD 
BELIEVE 

John 4:46a: "So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine.” 

This miracle of turning the water to wine in chapter 2 was the first sign that Jesus performed in 
this Gospel—the first sign that proved that he is the Christ, the Son of God.  Now Jesus arrives to 
Cana a second time. The previous time was for a wedding.  Remember that Cana was a small 
village with a population likely only in the dozens.  Verse 46 continues: "And at Capernaum 
there was an official whose son was ill."  Capernaum was about 16 miles away—a good day’s 
journey on foot.  There in Capernaum lived an “official.”  The word “official” is actually an 
adjective in the Greek meaning “royal.”  It derives from the same root word that means king.  So 
this was an official of the king. 

The ruler of that area at the time was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great.   
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Herod Antipas was an evil man.  He married his brother’s wife and eventually had John the 
Baptist beheaded.  This official somehow served him.  The official’s son was very ill.  The next 
verse says the son was “at the point of death.”  In verse 52, we’re told the son had a severe fever 
that was evidently killing him.  The son was probably young because the official calls him “my 
child” in verse 49.  Here was a father who was desperate that his son live. 

John 4:47: "When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and 
asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death."  

The official heard that Jesus was in Galilee and found him in this out-of-the-way village of Cana. 
The text says that when he met Jesus, he asked Jesus to “come down.”  Cana was in the hill 
country. Capernaum was down along the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee about 700 feet 
below sea level.  So truly the direction was down.   

The word “asked” (“asked him to come down”) really doesn’t do the Greek verb justice.  This 
wasn’t a mere inquiry on whether Jesus would come down.  The verb is stronger and in the 
continuous tense. He begged Jesus to come with him.  The official didn’t want to leave without 
Jesus coming to Capernaum to heal his little boy.  At first glance, Jesus’ response might seem 
harsh: 

John 4:48: "So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.”"  

There are two things to note here.  First, believing in Jesus is more important than the healing of 
the boy.  What’s central is not the relief of suffering in this life, but the relief of eternal suffering 
that is sure to come unless one believes in Jesus. 

Second, Jesus has two audiences in mind when he says this.  He certainly says this to the official 
(“Jesus said to him. . .”).  But he also says it to whatever crowd was gathered around—to the 
Galileans—because the “you” is plural (“unless you [people] see signs. . .”)  Again, Jesus knows 
the hearts of men.  He knows they won’t even superficially believe in him without Jesus 
performing signs and wonders.  That’s why they welcomed him. 

Even though what he says sounds harsh, it’s actually designed to be the first of two tests Jesus 
gives to the official to see if he will truly trust him.  John 4:49: "The official said to him, “Sir, 
come down before my child dies.”"  The man is desperate. He’s a broken-hearted father.  He 
knows that if Jesus doesn’t heal the boy, the boy will die. And he can’t bear that thought.  Time 
was running out.  He can’t argue with Jesus. He can’t defend himself. Yes, he wants a miracle. 
As a father, he wants a miracle for his little boy.  He can only plead with Jesus. His only hope is 
in Jesus to heal his child. 

He passed the first test. His hope was in the right place.  Jesus responds with a second test: 

John 4:50: "Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” 
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The reason this is a test is that the official asked Jesus to come with him to heal his son.  He 
expected that for his son to be healed, Jesus would need to come to the boy and be present to 
heal.  This is a greater test than the first one.  Jesus gave him no sign, no miracle that he could 
see. He only gave the man his word that his son would live.  The words, “your son will live,” 
weren’t a prophecy.  The NASB translates it more accurately, “Go, your son lives.” Present 
tense. 

In that moment, Jesus healed the son.  His words were effective to heal the boy.  His son would 
live because Jesus spoke the words of life.  But at this point, the official had no confirmation of 
the miracle outside Jesus’ words.  He came seeking Jesus’ willingness to travel and to heal the 
boy in Capernaum.  But Jesus would not leave.  All the official had was Jesus’ words.  He had to 
trust the words of Jesus and thereby prove that he came seeking more than signs and wonders to 
believe.  Most of the Galileans would only believe if they saw the miracle.  This man was being 
called to believe without seeing the miracle and only to trust the words of Jesus as he went on his 
way.  He was called to believe and trust Jesus on the basis of Jesus’ words.  And he did. He 
trusted Jesus’ words: 

John 4:50b: “The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way."  

I don’t think the official had a perfect faith. Who does?  As he left Jesus that day, he may have 
been like another father who cried out, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief!”  He may have had 
worries as he left and some level of doubt.  This is the nature of our imperfect faith.  Yet, at the 
bottom, he trusted Jesus.  He believed the words Jesus spoke.  He had enough confidence in 
Jesus’ words that he was comforted to return home without Jesus beside him. 

Verse 51 continues the narrative the next day (we’ll see that in a moment). 

John 4:51–53: "As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was 
recovering. So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus 
had said to him, “Your son will live.” 

Jesus healed the boy from 16 miles away without meeting the boy first and this occurred at the 
seventh hour.  Counting from sunrise, that would be about 1 p.m.  Since Capernaum was a day’s 
journey away, the official didn’t make it home the day he talked with Jesus. He had to stay 
overnight somewhere.  But on the next day, as he was traveling home, his servants met him.  The 
boy had begun to recover, so the servants rushed to go find their master and tell him the news.  
Somewhere along the road, the servants ran into the official and they gave him the good news—
his boy was recovering and wouldn’t die. 

The official asked them what time he began to recover.  He wanted to know for certain, did the 
boy recover on his own or did he recover because Jesus healed him? 
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When the servants told him the time of recovery, he knew beyond any doubt, Jesus healed him 
because that was the exact time Jesus uttered the words, “Your son will live.”  Verse 53 
continues: “And he himself believed, and all his household." 

His belief in Jesus was confirmed. His belief went deeper. His belief in Jesus was strengthened.  
And not only his, but his whole household came to faith once the official told them what 
happened.  The household would have included the servants who came to meet him.  And it 
would have included the boy who was sick.  The boy came to believe in Jesus whom he had 
likely never met but only heard about through his dad. 

These Galileans—possibly Gentiles since the official worked for Herod—came to truly believe 
in Jesus.  They weren’t like the Galileans who welcomed Jesus only because they wanted Jesus’ 
miracles.  They were like the Samaritans. They trust in Jesus himself. 

CONCLUSION 

John concludes the story with verse 54: "This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he 
had come from Judea to Galilee."  This is similar wording from 2:11 when Jesus did the first 
sign—the turning water to wine in Cana.  The Greek is better than the English here.  Jesus is 
actually the subject of the sentence in Greek.  More literally, “Jesus made this (to be) the second 
sign when he had come from Judea to Galilee." (Wallace). 

The verse tells us two things about Jesus’ miracle, not just one.  His power was on display in the 
sign.  But so was his sovereignty. He made this to be the second sign. He purposed it.  He 
sovereignly chose this miracle as a sign pointing out that he is the Christ, the Son of God. 

John includes this story to illustrate true faith and to demonstrate that Jesus is the one who gives 
life.  Anyone who believes in Jesus, who trust in him as the one who takes away their sins, will 
receive eternal life.  Jesus said in “whoever believes in him (meaning himself) may have eternal 
life."  This is the one we trust in. 
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