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JESUS’ EQUALITY WITH GOD, PART II 
John 5:19-24 (No. 30) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
April 9, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

This morning is Palm Sunday and if there is a one word summary of Palm Sunday, it is 
“Hosanna.”  As Jesus came into Jerusalem riding on a young donkey, we remember the scene 
described in John 12. 

John 12:12–13: "The large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”"  

The English word, “Hosanna” in John 12:13 is a translation of the Greek word, Hosanna.  It’s 
simply a letter for sound transliteration: Omega (with rough breathing mar)-sigma-alpha-nu-nu-
alpha. 

The Greek word comes from the Hebrew word, which is also basically a transliteration.  In the 
Old Testament, the word or phrase is translated into English, “Save us, we pray!” as it is in 
Psalm 118:25.  There, the Scripture reads: "Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us 
success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the 
LORD." (Psalm 118:25-26). 

Originally, the word meant save us as in the way you might scream out if your boat was sinking 
in the middle of the ocean.  That’s how it is used in Psalm 118.  But over time, the Jews shifted 
the meaning so that it came to be, in the words of one pastor, “a shout of hope” rather than a 
shout of pure desperation (Piper). 

Hosanna had the ring of cheerful expectation of deliverance.  It was the kind of word you’d use 
if your boat had sunk in the middle of the ocean and a rescue boat was already on the scene and 
ready to scoop you up.  It’s to say that salvation is here! My rescue is here!   

And that’s the way the Jews used it on the day of Jesus’ entry in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  
Their expectation of salvation from Jesus was better than they knew on that Sunday.  Jesus was 
indeed there to save.  And salvation was indeed near.  Those who truly believed in him had every 
reason to be cheerfully expectant of their deliverance.  But not in the way they thought. 

Jesus would save not as a conquering warrior, but as a dying Lamb.  He was a man. But not just 
a man. He was God.  That fact alone should have caused people to worship and trust him.  It 
wasn’t as if Jesus didn’t disclose to anyone that he was God.  Jesus showed them he was God. 
He told them he was God.  And our passage is one of those passages where Jesus clearly 
demonstrates that he is God. 

Read John 5:19-24  
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John 5:19-24 19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his 
own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son 
does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. 
And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 22 For the 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as 
they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 
him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

 
The occasion of Jesus healing the lame man at the pool of Bethesda became a prime opportunity 
for Jesus to reveal to his critics exactly who he was.  The Jewish religious leaders thought of him 
as a man. Worse than a man, really.  They thought he was possessed by demons, insane, and the 
vilest of sinners.  The reason? Because Jesus claimed equality with God. Jesus claimed to have 
the same nature as God. Jesus claimed to be God.  So the Jews sought to put him to death.  

In our passage, Jesus is answering the legal charge against him that he is a Sabbath breaker.  The 
summary of his answer, from last time, is found in verse 17: “My Father is working until now, 
and I am working.” 

In other words, “The Sabbath doesn’t apply to God, my Father, because he is God. He is always 
working to sustain the universe. Since I’m God, it doesn’t apply to me either in my deity. That’s 
why I heal and minister on the Sabbath—as evidence given to you that I am God, just like my 
Father.” 

If Jesus is equal to God, then Jesus has to be either another God or God himself.  Jesus didn’t 
claim to be another God, he claimed to be very God.  He claimed to be equal with God. 

So here in this passage is Jesus’ response to the Jewish persecution.  They persecuted him both 
because of what he did on the Sabbath and because of his claims to be equal with God. 

Here he proves that he is equal with God by revealing five ways he is united with the Father and 
is therefore God himself. 

Recap: 

We covered the first way he is united with the Father last week: Jesus is united with the Father in 
works.  That’s found in John 5:19–20: "So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son 
can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the 
Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 
himself is doing.”  The summary of those verses is that Jesus does what the Father does.  Jesus 
didn’t do anything on his own initiative (“of his own accord”), but everything in coordination 
with the Father.  And the fact that Jesus does what the Father does is proof that he is God 
because only God can do all that God can do.  If “whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise,” then Jesus must be God. 

That brings us to the second way Jesus is united with the Father. 
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II. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN POWER 

John 5:20b–21: "And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. For as 
the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will."  

Remember that Jesus is addressing the Jewish leaders charging him with blasphemy and 
Sabbath-breaking.  They’ve seen the great works that he’s done so far.  He healed the lame man 
and verse 16 alludes to other works he did on the Sabbath (“these things”)—most likely signs 
pointing to his identity as the Messiah and God. 

But Jesus says, greater works are still to come.  What the Father will show him to do, he will do, 
and these works will be even greater than healing a lame man.  The works to come will be even 
more miraculous, more breath-taking, more glorious.  The purpose of these greater works is “so 
that you may marvel.”  He means that his critics will marvel.  The works have a purpose: that his 
critics marvel at what he does. 

We find out in 7:21 that his critics were already marveling at the healing of the lame man.  Jesus 
says to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it."  The context later on in the passage 
makes clear that the “one work” was the healing of the lame man. 

So the aim of the miracles was that all who saw or heard about them would come to understand 
and accept who Jesus was and worship him—that their marveling would turn to worship. 

What sort of greater works would Jesus do?  Verse 21 tells us:  "For as the Father raises the dead 
and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will."  Jesus will give people life.  
That’s more impressive than healing someone. Healing legs is one thing, but bringing to life a 
dead person is much greater.   

The Jews knew from the Old Testament that only God possessed the power of life.  God created 
life and God controlled death. 

In Deuteronomy 32:39, God says: "“ ‘See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside 
me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my 
hand." 

As Creator, God of course has the power of life.  His power is demonstrated a couple of times in 
the Old Testament by bringing back someone who was dead.  In 1 Kings 17, the prophet Elijah 
raises the dead son of the widow at Zarephath: 

1 Kings 17:20–23: "And he cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought calamity 
even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her son?” Then he stretched himself upon 
the child three times and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s life come into him 
again.” And the LORD listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him 
again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper chamber 
into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives.”"  

Elijah’s successor, the prophet Elisha, also was used by God to raise from the dead the son of the 
Shunamite woman in 2 Kings 4: 
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2 Kings 4:32–37: "When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So 
he went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the LORD. Then he went up 
and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his 
hands. And as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm. Then he got up 
again and walked once back and forth in the house, and went up and stretched himself upon him. 
The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. Then he summoned Gehazi and 
said, “Call this Shunammite.” So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, “Pick up 
your son.” She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. Then she picked up her son and 
went out."  

In both instances, the prophets were used by God to resurrect the dead.  They were just 
instruments of God. They didn’t possess in themselves the power to raise anyone from the dead. 

But Jesus claims something more for himself.  Not just that he would be used by God to give 
life, but that he himself “gives life to whom he will.”  Jesus grants life on his own choosing.  

The audacity of that claim wouldn’t be lost on his Jewish audience.  Here was Jesus claiming 
again to do what only God could do.  Jesus was claiming that he held the power of granting life 
to whom he chooses, which means that he must be coequal with the Father and God himself. 

And Jesus would go on to raise Lazarus from the dead in chapter 11.  Then he raised his own life 
from the dead in his resurrection.  And he’ll also raise everyone from the dead in the end—some 
to eternal life and some to eternal damnation.  And that’s just Jesus’ power to physically raise 
people from the dead.  He also raises people spiritually from the dead: 

John 5:24: "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."  

He takes those who are dead in their sins and gives them life.  All who are truly believers in 
Christ have experienced this miracle of new life. 

Third, Jesus is united with the Father in judgment. 

III. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN JUDGMENT 

John 5:22: "For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,"  

Only God has the authority to judge someone and determine their final destiny.  God is the final 
judge because only his scales of justice are true and right. 

When Abraham interceded for Sodom that the city be spared if 50 righteous people were found 
in the city, he pleaded with God 

Genesis 18:24–25: "Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away 
the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far 
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”"  
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The Jews recognized that God alone was the Judge of the world.  So when Jesus says that now 
“the Father judges no one,” but has given “all judgment to the Son,” they would hear that as 
another claim to deity.  He is claiming for himself what only God has the right to do.  He says 
that the Father delegated to him the role of ultimate judgment on mankind. 

We remember that in John 3:17, the text says that Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world (“For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him”).  That is, his mission in his first coming was to save.  But Jesus will 
come back. When he does, he will judge the world.  When Jesus comes back, he will judge the 
world in both a positive and a negative sense. 

Biblically, judgment can be either condemnation or commendation (a judgment of reward). Jesus 
will do both.  There are, in fact, several judgments to come.  Jesus will judge believers on the 
basis of their works to establish reward in heaven. 

2 Corinthians 5:10: "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil."  

The word “evil” is too strongly translated. The context shows that Paul is talking about the 
judgment of believers, who are saved and not condemned. So the idea is that some things a 
believer does are good in that they have worth for eternity. Other things a believer does are 
worthless for eternity. 
The same idea is found in 1 Corinthians 3: 

1 Corinthians 3:12–15: "Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If 
the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire."  

Another judgment to come is after the seven year period known as the Tribulation. Jesus will 
come, and he will judge the nations. 

Matthew 25:31–33: "“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left."  

There will be a final judgment at the end of Jesus’ 1,000 year reign of those unbelievers who 
rebel against him. This judgment is often called the great white throne judgment. 

Revelation 20:11–15: "Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which 
is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 
who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire."  
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So Jesus has the authority given by the Father to judge the righteous and the unrighteous.  The 
Father and Son are unified in the Son’s judgment and the fact of Jesus’ authority to judge is 
another proof that he is God. 

Continuing on, there’s a fourth way that Jesus is united with the Father. 

IV. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN WORSHIP 

If Jesus hasn’t already made enough startling claims, he goes further in verse 23: 

John 5:23: [The Father has given all judgment to the Son] “that all may honor the Son, just as 
they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him."  

The reason that the Father gave to Jesus the authority of judgment is so “that all may honor the 
Son, just as they honor the Father.”  Jesus is to be honored just as the Father is honored.  Their 
differences in roles doesn’t mean that Jesus is honored less than the Father.  They should be 
equally honored. 

To honor the Father rightly is to worship him.  So to honor the Son rightly is to worship him.  
We must worship the Son just as we worship the Father.  Jesus is claiming here his right to be 
worshiped just as the Father is worshiped.  If Jesus isn’t God, he’s blaspheming.  If he is God, 
then worship is the only appropriate response. 

If you were to think of Jesus only as a great teacher or a great prophet or a super-empowered 
man or an angel, you do not honor Jesus because you do not count him as God.  And if you do 
not count Jesus as God, you do not honor the Father (“Whoever does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent him”). 

Muslims, for example, claim that they honor Jesus more than Christians because they believe 
Jesus was a great prophet and a great prophet would not die an abhorrent death on a cross.  At 
the same time, they claim to know and honor God.  But Jesus refutes them, just as he does the 
Jews and all the other false religions that claim to honor Jesus.  If you don’t worship Jesus, you 
don’t worship God. 

Finally, Jesus proves his equality with the Father in a fifth way. 

V. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN SALVATION 

John 5:24: "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."  

Once again, Jesus uses the solemn, introductory words, “Truly, truly, I say to you,” indicating 
the importance of the words that follow.  Those who receive eternal life, who pass or cross over 
from death to life, are the ones who have heard Jesus’ word and believe the Father.  To hear 
Jesus’ word means to hear his saving message.  He could have said, whoever hears my word and 
believes in me has eternal life.  That would also be true.  But here, Jesus wants to emphasize the 
absolute unity of he and the Father in salvation, so he says, “believe him who sent me.”  That is, 
to really believe the Father is to believe his Son. 
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If the Jews really believed Father God, they would have accepted and believed in Jesus.  But that 
they didn’t, shows that they didn’t truly believe in the Father either.  To hear Jesus’ words is to 
hear God’s word.  So to hear and believe what Jesus says is to hear and believe what the Father 
says.  They are completely unified in their saving message.  Anyone who does hear Jesus and 
believes the Father has—present tense, right now—eternal life.  

For all who are saved, eternal life has already started.  They will not face God’s wrath, they will 
not be condemned, they will not face the final judgment.  Believers already experience 
something of the resurrected life even though the resurrection of our bodies hasn’t happened yet.  
We enjoy the security of our heavenly destination even now because eternal life has already been 
granted to us. 

CONCLUSION 

So how has Jesus demonstrated his equality with God? 

Through five unities: 

• United with the Father in works 
• United with the Father in power 
• United with the Father in judgment 
• United with the Father in worship 
• United with the Father in salvation. 

But on this last point, we notice it is not simply a statement of fact that Jesus gives salvation. 
This is an invitation.  Jesus invites all who have not believed in God’s gospel to believe—even 
you, if you have not believed. 

On this side of the cross, we have a better perspective than the crowd who lauded him as he came 
into Jerusalem.  They cried Hosanna with the hope that political rescue was near.  But on this 
Palm Sunday, we cry out Hosanna in a way better than they imagined.  We cry out Hosanna 
knowing that salvation is here.  Salvation has come. Salvation came in a person.  And it’s this 
person that we know as the God-man Jesus Christ. It’s him that we worship.  


	INTRODUCTION
	John 5:19-24 19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows h...
	II. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN POWER
	III. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN JUDGMENT
	IV. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN WORSHIP
	V. JESUS IS UNITED WITH THE FATHER IN SALVATION
	CONCLUSION

