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TWO RESURRECTIONS 
John 5:25-29 (No. 31) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
April 16, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

Resurrection Sunday is the highlight of our yearly celebrations.  It’s on Easter Sunday we 
celebrate the greatest victory the world has ever known.  Jesus Christ rose from the dead, having 
accomplished all that the Father had given for him to do—especially, to die on behalf of sinners 
and make a way for sinners to be reconciled to God by believing in Jesus as the only Savior of 
the world and Lord of our lives.   

His victory overcame the greatest foes man has ever known.  He overcame death, which no man 
could defeat.  He overcame sin, which no man could defeat.  He overcame Satan, which no man 
could defeat.  The resurrection validated all that Jesus claimed for himself.  By rising from the 
dead, he proved he was God and mightier than all.   

Long before Jesus ever died, he said he would rise from the dead.  When the Jews questioned by 
what authority Jesus cleared the temple in Jerusalem, Jesus replied in John 2:19–22: “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years 
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.”  

So about 3 years before he rose from the dead, he told his disciples and the Jews that he would 
rise from the dead.  That, of course, means that Jesus knew he would die.  In fact, he came to die. 
That was his purpose in coming to earth.  God took on flesh so that he could die in the place of 
sinners.  On the cross, God the Father treated Jesus the Son of God as though he were a sinner—
even though he had never sinned. God poured out his wrath on Jesus as the one standing in our 
place for us and paying for our sins, if you believe in him (2 Cor. 5:21). 

But if that was the end of the story—if the end of the story of Jesus was the cross—then there is 
no salvation.  It would be a story of sacrifice, but not a beautiful story, but a tragic story.  If the 
story ends with Jesus’ death, then Jesus died in vain.  As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:17: “[I]f 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”  If death and sin 
defeated him, then what hope do we have?  If not even the Son of God can defeat death, then 
surely there is no hope for us. 

Thankfully, that’s not the end of the story. The story continues on because Jesus lives. Though 
once dead, he is now alive.  That’s why Resurrection Sunday is the ultimate celebration Sunday 
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for us.  We celebrate the greatest miracle the world has ever known.  And because he was raised 
from the dead, we who are in Christ can be sure that we will rise from the dead as well. 

Again, as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15, which is the greatest chapter in the Bible on the topic 
of resurrection:  

1 Corinthians 15:20–23: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.”  

So Christ’s resurrection was the first of the harvest.  Christ’s resurrection was a preview of our 
resurrection. 

We began studying verse-by-verse the Gospel of John last August.  We’ve arrived at John 5, 
where Jesus defends himself against accusations from the Jews that he is a breaker of God’s law 
and a blasphemer.  He defends himself by revealing that he is God and, therefore, can be neither 
a breaker of God’s law nor a blasphemer.  When Jesus made claims of deity, he was right in 
doing so because he really is God. 

Again, as we’ve been studying the Gospel of John verse-by-verse, we’ve providentially arrived 
at the next section of Jesus’ defense of his deity where he takes up the topic of resurrection.  In 
John 5:25-29, Jesus reveals his power to raise men from the dead. 

John 5:25–29: ““Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to 
execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”  

Again, the theme of Jesus’ teaching here is resurrection.  In this passage, Jesus teaches of two 
resurrections that concern all men.  One resurrection is reserved only for those God chooses.  
The other resurrection will be experienced by every person who has or ever will die. 

One resurrection must happen in order for you to see heaven.  The other resurrection will happen 
regardless of whether you know Christ. 

One resurrection assures you of salvation.  The other resurrection is determined by whether or 
not you’ve experienced a previous resurrection. 

Let’s look at these two resurrections Jesus speaks of in this passage.  First, in verses 25 and 26, 
the divine blessing of spiritual resurrection. 
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I. THE DIVINE BLESSING OF SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION 

He says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live."  Jesus is speaking of resurrection—
the dead who hear his voice will come to life. 

Jesus’ message on the resurrection is urgent for everyone to hear.  He begins with solemn words 
of address: “Truly, truly, I say to you. . .”  This was a phrase that meant: listen up! This is urgent! 
Take heed to understand what I’m saying. I’m revealing something new that you need to 
comprehend. 

What we must understand is that the time of this resurrection is both future (“an hour is coming”) 
and is present (“is now here”).  Hour means a period of time.  This is the hour—this is the time— 
to be among those who are raised from the dead.  When Jesus spoke these words early in his 
ministry, the hour of this resurrection had already come and the hour would continue.   

What kind of resurrection is this?  This is not a physical, bodily resurrection. Jesus teaches on 
that reality in the next verses.  But in these two verses (vv. 25, 26), Jesus is teaching on spiritual 
resurrection.  That’s the kind of resurrection that had already come. 

Yes, Jesus would physically raise two people from the dead during his earthly ministry.  But 
many more were already spiritually rising from the dead because of Jesus’ ministry.  Verses 25 
and 26 concern spiritual resurrection.  The Scriptures teach that because of sin entering into the 
world, we are all born spiritually dead. 

Ephesians 2:1: " you were dead in the trespasses and sins"  

Romans 6:23: "The wages of sin is death” 

We are all born spiritually dead because of sin.  To paraphrase Spurgeon, we were clothed in the 
grave clothes of evil habits, rotting in the coffins of our depravity, buried in the grave of our 
transgressions. 

I read this week about a people in Indonesia, who every three years dig up the bodies of their 
dead relatives and dress the corpses in new clothes—putting on the cadavers new suits, ties, 
dresses, new hats, glasses, even putting bouquets in their hands—and then they prop the bodies 
up and the family gathers around and takes pictures. They parade the dead around in what they 
call the Ceremony of Cleaning Corpses.  But as much as they clean up the bodies, at the end, 
they always put the corpse back in the grave. They can give the bodies new clothes, but the 
clothes are put on rotting flesh. 

And so it is for man spiritually: all that man can do for himself spiritually is to put on the clothes 
of spirituality, but he only clothes a corpse.  Many have tried to be spiritual through ritual or 
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sacrifice or by being moral or going to church or giving a tithe, but man cannot rid himself of the 
stench of death because that’s what he is: he is dead.  Sin doesn’t just make us guilty before God, 
it makes us dead. 

Born into this world, we are not alive to God and alive to righteousness and walking in his truth.  
We have no spiritual affections for God.  We were born alive to sin, but dead to God’s holiness. 

The dead have no hope of coming to life on their own.  Dead people don’t decide to come 
alive—indeed, they cannot.  They have no power in themselves to perform a resurrection.  
Spiritually dead people don’t decide to become spiritually alive. 

Left to ourselves, our sinful hearts would never choose God. We were not born with neutral 
hearts, teetering between whether to choose God or choose a life of sin.  No, man’s condition of 
spiritual deadness is terminal, unchanging, unending, and hopeless without the aid of God.  To 
get undead and alive to God, you need a resurrection. 

You can’t resurrect yourself.  You need the spiritual resurrection that only Jesus has the power 
and authority to perform.  Jesus says that the hour is coming and is now here when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  The spiritually dead who lie in 
the silent grave of spiritual deafness are given the ability to hear at the voice of the Son of God 
calling them to life.  This is the lifework of Jesus, the Son of God: he calls dead people to live.  
He occupies himself with resurrections. 

Life in the Gospel of John: 

John 1:4: "In him was life, and the life was the light of men."  

John 3:16: "“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life."  

John 3:36: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."  

John 4:14: Jesus said, “The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”"  

John 6:27: "Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give to you.”"  

John 10:10: Jesus said, "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly."  

John 10:28: "I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
of my hand."  
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John 6:68: Simon Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life,"  

John 14:6: Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life."  

John 20:31: The Gospel of John’s purpose statement: "these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."  

John 11:25: Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live"  

Jesus is able to make those dead come to live because Jesus is life—he possesses life in himself. 

John 5:26: "For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 
himself."  

You can’t give what you don’t have. But Jesus has life abundantly, so he can grant life 
abundantly. 

How are we spiritually resurrected?  Verse 25 says that spiritual resurrection comes about by 
hearing the voice of the Son of God.  The ones who hear him live.  What’s needed is to hear the 
voice of Jesus.  Spiritual resurrection happens when the voice of Christ calls out.  When Christ 
personally calls someone, his call is effectual to save. That is, his call is not a call of information 
but a call of transformation.  His call (or, voice) transforms a person, giving them new life and 
the gift of faith.  You are saved through this faith that God gives and it comes about by hearing 
the word of Christ.  Here is that truth in one sentence from Paul in Romans 10:17: "Faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ."   The word of Christ is the gospel.  The 
gospel is the summary of how God saves man. 

Very simply, the gospel is that Christ died on the cross to save sinners and all who turn from 
their sin and believe on Jesus to save them will be forgiven of their sins.  Jesus works through the 
gospel to save sinners and to resurrect spiritually dead people.   

Peter says to those who have been saved in 1 Peter 1:23, 25: "You have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God. . . . And this 
word is the good news that was preached to you.” 

God saves and gives new life through his good news—the gospel.  Those who trust in Christ 
receive new life and have life everlasting.  Those who do not trust in Christ perish forever. 

John 3:36: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."  
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Jesus goes on to teach of a second resurrection. Only those who trust in Christ are spiritually 
resurrected.  But this second resurrection will be experienced by everyone—regardless of 
whether one is a believer or unbeliever. 

II. THE DIVINE CERTAINTY OF PHYSICAL RESURRECTION 

John 5:27: "And he [God] has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man."  

That’s the same idea that we saw last week in verse 22, that God the Father “has given all 
judgment to the Son.”  Jesus has the authority to judge mankind, which, of course, includes 
making final judgment on a person’s life.  Jesus will judge all people. One aspect of his 
judgment will occur when he physically resurrects people from the grave. 

John 5:28-29a: "Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice and comes out. . ."  

Here, Jesus doesn’t say the hour is here now, but “is coming.” Jesus is speaking of a future 
resurrection—the physical resurrection of “all who are in the tombs.”  This physical resurrection 
includes all who are dead.  It isn’t just that believers rise from the dead, but unbelievers rise from 
the dead too.  Consider the awesome power that Jesus has! 

What is the number of people who have died on the earth since the beginning?  How many 
millions have died in China? How many in Africa?  Who could count the number of dead among 
the Mayans?  Consider all who died in ancient Rome and all who died among the ancient 
Babylonians, Persians, and the Greeks.  Who could list the names among the dead Egyptians, 
Hittites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Amorites, and Jebusites.  How many millions have died on 
battlefields across the earth?  Have many Native Americans lie in unmarked graves across the 
United States.  Jesus will resurrect every person who has ever died.  He will resurrect Adam, 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Eve, Sarah, Ruth, Abigail, Mary, and the woman at the well.  
Every ancestor of yours all the way back to Adam and Eve.   

The bodies of most every person who has ever died have long decomposed. Not even the worm 
knows their grave.  Most people who lived on God’s earth are now part of the dust.  Every one of 
them, Jesus will resurrect.  Out of the dust, he will bring their bodies to life.  The graveyards will 
become assemblies.  The oceans will give up the dead.  And notice this: Jesus will resurrect all 
who have died by the power of his voice.  With a word, the dead will rise.  The dead, whose ears 
have long disintegrated, will hear the voice of Jesus.  Just as Lazarus in chapter 11 was dead and 
came to life by the voice of Jesus, so all people will come back to life by the voice of Jesus. 

But not all will experience the same physical resurrection.  Picking up in verse 28: “all who are 
in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment."  
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So within this second resurrection—this physical resurrection of all people—are two categories 
of resurrection: the resurrection of life and the resurrection of judgment.  If we had time, I’d 
show you that though everyone who dies will be resurrected, the dead aren’t resurrected all at the 
same time.  The saints of God—those who trusted in God before Christ came, believers since the 
time of Christ, believers who come to faith and die during the coming Tribulation, and believers 
who die during the millennial kingdom—resurrect at different times before the resurrection of 
the ungodly.  So all who die come to life, but not all at the same time. 

Those who are resurrected to life are fashioned with new bodies that will never wear out and fit 
for eternal life.  We who are believers will be given bodies something like Jesus’ when he rose 
from the dead. 

Philippians 3:20-21: “we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself."  

Those who are resurrected to judgment are fashioned with new bodies that will endure 
punishment for an eternity in hell. 

Imagine the terror of the ungodly who will be physically resurrected.  Perhaps they died hoping 
and expecting that there was nothing to come.  Perhaps they hoped that just as their bodies lay in 
the grave, so their sin would be forever dead and buried.  But Jesus will raise them to life. 

For believers, God will remember their sin no more.  But for unbelievers, God will never forget 
their sin.  And the ungodly will never forget their sin either.  Their shame will endure.  Before 
them in all the vivid colors of nastiness will be their sin.  Every sin—even the sins they long 
forgot. 

But for those who are resurrected unto life, what a beautiful life it will be. Life abundant. A life 
colored not with the vividness of depravity, but the vividness of God’s holiness and glory.   

For believers, this body is the worst version of ourselves. 

1 Corinthians 15:42–43: "What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power."  

Paul says that in our bodies we will “bear the image of the man of heaven”—Jesus Christ. 

CONCLUSION 

How can we ensure that we are resurrected unto life?  When verse 29 says that “those who have 
done good” gain the resurrection of life and “those who have done evil” are resurrected to 
judgment, Jesus doesn’t mean that you gain eternal life by being good.  Salvation and eternal life 
do not come by works:  
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Ephesians 2:8–9: "By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast." 

 Jesus is comparing the two destinies by the only point of comparison.1  He can’t compare the 
believer’s faith with an unbeliever’s faith. The unbeliever doesn’t have faith.  He can’t compare 
the believer’s spiritual life with an unbeliever’s spiritual life. The unbeliever is spiritually dead.  
So he compares the two on the only basis that can be compared—the outcome of their life.  We 
have faith. They don’t. We have life. They don’t. We have works. They do too. 

Our good works issue from our faith—they are the result of our faith. They are the fruit of our 
faith.  Our faith is proven and demonstrated by the fruit of our lives. 

They have works too—by their lack of faith, they work the works of unrighteousness.  Jesus said 
that by their fruits we will know them (Matt 7:15-20).  Who they really are spiritually is shown 
by how they live their lives. 

So our deeds are just the result of what we are spiritually.  Those who trust in Christ “are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10).  So we aren’t saved by doing good.  How then are we 
saved?  As I said before, only by trusting in Christ for the forgiveness of our sins.  Again:  

John 3:36: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."  

Just believe in the Son for forgiveness of your sins and he will resurrect you now spiritually and 
physically resurrect you in the future to the resurrection of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

1 Insights from John MacArthur 
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