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INTRODUCTION 

The power of God is so great that we struggle with words to describe it.  What words would you 
use to describe how great God’s power is?  When Paul tries to describe it in Ephesians he speaks 
of it as “the immeasurable greatness of his power.”  That is, no human measure is adequate to 
ascertain the extent of his power, the dimensions of his power, the quantity of his power.  His 
power is infinite and cannot be measured.  Paul, again, in Romans 1:20 describes his power as 
“eternal power.”  His power is so great it stretches not just spatial dimensions but time 
dimensions. 

Yet even though God’s power is so great that we cannot measure it, we nevertheless see 
evidences of his power all around us.  In Romans 1, Paul says that God’s eternal power is so 
evident ever since the creation of the world that man has no excuse to deny him.  Look around. 
His power is evident in everything he has made. 

Christians are privileged to have experienced his power in a way that unbelievers haven’t.  We 
have experienced the power of God to change not only our lives but our nature.  God working 
salvation in us is evidence of his great power because only God can make you into what you 
were not.  We were born in sin. But God in his power transforms us into a new creation.  
Because God is all-powerful, he is always successful in what he plans to do.  He accomplishes 
with perfection what he sets out to do. 

In our passage today in John 6, we probe deeper into the power of God in his work of salvation. 

Text 

John 6:35–40: "Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me 
and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I 
will never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 
who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks 
on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”" 

Recap 

You’ll recall that Jesus was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, a small town on the 
northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee and Jesus’ home base for the past year of ministry.  With 
him were the twelve disciples.  Before him was some size of a crowd who followed him after he 
miraculously fed them bread and fish.  Jesus knew that the crowd who followed him didn’t 
believe in him.  He revealed their true motivation for chasing him around the Sea of Galilee: 
“You are seeking me. . . because you ate your fill of the loaves” (6:26). 
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The sought him out for selfish gain.  They even demanded that he do more miracles if they were 
to believe in him.  He had miraculously fed 20,000 people from 5 loaves and two fish the day 
before.  But they demanded a daily miraculous feeding of bread in order to believe him:  

“What sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? Our fathers 
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ " (v. 
30-31). 

It’s as if they were saying: “Jesus, if you want us to believe in you, keep filling our stomachs. 
Keep doing signs.” 

Jesus reminded them that the manna that fed Israel during Moses’ day came from the Father, and 
a bread greater than manna now stood before them—a bread that gives life to the world.  They 
demanded this bread too: “Sir, give us this bread always” (v. 34). 

So Jesus responds and further exposes their true hearts.  He presses them with his teaching.  He 
tells them that the reason they don’t believe isn’t because of lack of signs, but because they are 
not God’s chosen people.  He confronts the crowd with profound, rich theological truth. 

In this confrontation with the crowd, we gain the benefit of learning about our own salvation.  
We learn how we came to be saved.  We learn what God was doing “behind the scenes” as we 
trusted in Christ.  We learn in these verses the hope of our salvation, the hope of our eternal 
security, the hope of evangelism, the hope of world missions. 

We learn that the success of God saving his people rests on God’s invincible power.  God will 
bring his chosen to salvation. He is always successful in doing so.  The success of salvation 
depends on God and no one can thwart what he has predestined to do.   

So, our confidence that we will see him in heaven and that others will come to saving faith too is 
founded on God’s power.  Our confidence that God will bring his chosen to salvation is wholly 
in God and in no other. 

In our passage, we are assured by Jesus of God’s invincible success in saving his chosen people.  
He is always successful in saving his people.  In this passage, Jesus gives us six assurances of 
God’s invincible success in saving his chosen people. 

I. ALL WHO COME AND BELIEVE IN JESUS WILL BE SATISFIED 

John 6:35–36: "Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do 
not believe."  

The crowds wanted more of the bread from heaven that he made the day before, especially if it 
gained for them eternal life.  But here Jesus corrected their misunderstanding of his words. 

But when Jesus told the crowd in verse 33 that “the bread of God is he who comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world," he was speaking about himself.  So with even more clarity 
he declares: “I am the bread of life.”  The bread of God is me.  The bread from heaven is me.  
The bread that gives life to the world is me. 
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This is the first of seven “I AM” statements in the Gospel of John where Jesus ties the personal 
name of God—I AM—to a metaphor.  Later in the Gospel, Jesus will declare: 

• I AM the Light of the world (8:12) 
• I AM the Door of the sheep (10:7, 9) 
• I AM the Good Shepherd (10:11-14) 
• I AM the Resurrection and the Life (11:25) 
• I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life (14:6) 
• I AM the true Vine (15:1, 5). 

With each of these statements, Jesus refers to himself by the personal name of God that God 
revealed to Moses at the burning bush—I AM.  So Jesus claims to be God in each of these 
statements and they each reveal something about himself in his mission to save the lost. 

Here, he says that he is the bread of life.  What does he mean by that?  Bread is a symbol of 
nutrition and nourishment.  Bread was a staple of nutritious food. Food keeps you alive and 
healthy and strong.  He obviously didn’t pull this imagery out of thin air.  He uses this metaphor 
because the day before he made bread out of thin air. 

If we understand God’s sovereign plan in this whole episode, we understand that the reason Jesus 
made bread in the first place was so that he could illustrate to them that the real bread the crowds 
needed was the bread of heaven.  The bread they ate was a sign pointing to the true bread. 

So what does he mean that he is the bread of life.  He means that he is to the soul what bread is 
to the body.  He creates life in the soul and he nourishes and sustains the soul.  Man by nature is 
famished in his soul. His soul is empty. He has longings that nothing in this world will satisfy.  
But Jesus is the soul’s food.  As the bread of life, he creates spiritual life: 

John 6:33: "For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.”"  

John 6:58: "This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and 
died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”"  

If you partake of Jesus, the bread of life, you live forever.  As the bread of life, he also nourishes 
spiritual life.  He continues on in verse 35: “Whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”  The Greek is emphatic: “the one who believes in me 
will not possibly thirst, ever.” 

He continues the metaphor. By feasting on Jesus, your soul will never be hungry and will never 
thirst.  Of course, you’ll continue to desire Jesus. He’s the best meal for your soul.  But your soul 
will be satisfied. Your deepest spiritual need is to know God and by receiving Jesus, you’ll know 
God because he is God.  That is, your soul will be satisfied. 

Christians continue to go to Christ because we know that only in Jesus is our soul satisfied. We 
take in all that we can get of him because he is life and he sustains us.  Knowing Jesus to us is 
the most precious thing—he is our treasure. In him our soul is satisfied.  And this great gift is 
offered to all: 
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“Whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

What an invitation!  There are no prerequisites. No qualifications. No checks of prior good 
works. No determination of your fitness to come to him.  All you who come to Jesus will be 
satisfied.  What does “come” mean?  You can see that the two “whoever” statements are set in 
parallel: Whoever comes will not hunger. Whoever believes will not thirst.  So to come to Jesus 
means the same as believing in Jesus.  What God requires is that you believe in Jesus.  This is 
exactly what Jesus taught in verse 29: “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he 
has sent.”  If you believe in Jesus, Jesus will create in you life and sustain you and give you 
spiritual satisfaction. 

But faith never sounds good to sinful people.  Look at Jesus’ condemnation of the crowd in verse 
36: "But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe."  They said to him in verse 
30.  John 6:30: "What sign do you do, that we may see and believe you?”   

Jesus says to them, “You have seen me and yet you do not believe.”  You do not see me with 
eyes of faith.  You have seen my miracles. You have seen the signs that I have done. But you do 
not see me as I am. You do not see me as God and your Savior. You do not believe in me. You 
do not come to me believing that I am the only hope of your salvation.  Faith has not been stirred 
within them. 

Political ambitions have been stirred as they wanted to make him king.  Their appetites have 
been stirred as they want another meal.  But not faith. They followed him without believing in 
him. 

O, but to those who do see him with eyes of faith, to those who come to him for salvation 
knowing that they are sinful and he is the Savior, to those he will satisfy. 

So the first assurance that God will be successful in saving his people is that all who come and 
believe in Jesus will be satisfied. 

II. ALL WHO THE FATHER CHOSES WILL COME TO JESUS 

John 6:37a: "All that the Father gives me will come to me. . ."  

That is a simple statement, but it is loaded with theological importance.  The Father gives those 
he chooses to Jesus.  This is a gift of love from the Father to the Son.  If you are saved, you are a 
gift of God’s love to Jesus.  The Father’s gift of you to Jesus is an expression of his love for his 
Son.  And whoever the Father gives to Jesus comes to Jesus. 

Again, what does “come to me” mean in context?  From verse 35 we know that coming to Jesus 
means believing in Jesus.  So verse 37 teaches that all that the Father gives to Jesus believe in 
Jesus.  The Father brings people to Jesus and those who are brought, believe. 

How many who the Father bring to Jesus believe?  All of them. “All that the Father gives me will 
come to me. . .”  You might wonder whether a person could come to Jesus (i.e., believing in 
Jesus) on their own.  If we only had this verse, we couldn’t rule that out as a possibility.  Verse 
37 doesn’t say whether or not someone could come to Jesus outside of the Father bringing them. 
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It just teaches that the ones that the Father gives do in fact come to and believe in Jesus.  So we 
would be left wondering whether a man could come on his own, apart from the Father bringing 
him.  But verse 44 settles the issue. Jesus says, "No one can come to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws him.”  And again, Jesus says in verse 65: “This is why I told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”"  So no one can believe in Jesus unless that 
Father draws him, grants him belief, brings him to Jesus.  So the Father’s action is required in 
order for anyone to trust in Jesus.  A person’s salvation originates with God giving that person to 
Jesus.  If God doesn’t do that, that person cannot be saved. 

The reason the crowd hadn’t believed in Jesus was that God hadn’t given them to Jesus.  So 
when you came to Jesus, it was God who brought you.  When you trusted in Christ, it was God 
who worked in you.  When Jesus became compelling to you so that you repented of your sins 
and threw yourself on him, it was God who did that. 

And notice that certainty of Jesus’ assertion: “All that the Father gives me will come to me. . .”  
It’s worded like a promise.  The grace of God doesn’t just enable faith, it secures faith. 

God doesn’t put you in a state of neutrality and then hope that in your free will you go the rest of 
the way and choose Christ.  Rather, God changes your rebel heart and brings you all the way to 
Christ.  If you have come to Christ, God secured your coming.  He didn’t just make it possible. 
He made it happen.  He secures your salvation by bringing you all the way to Christ.  By giving 
you to Christ, he guaranteed that you would be saved. 

Now, to be sure, you must believe in Christ.  You are responsible to believe and if you don’t 
believe, you are condemned. 

John 3:36: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."  

But behind your willing decision to trust Christ (and that must happen if you are to be saved) is 
the invisible, sovereign hand of God who all along was drawing you to Christ, without which 
you never would have chosen Christ. 

The Father doesn’t wait for a person to come to Jesus. The Father chooses who will come to 
Jesus and that person believes. 

So the second assurance of God’s success in his work of salvation is that all who the Father 
chooses will come to Jesus. 

III. ALL WHO COME TO JESUS WILL BE RECEIVED BY JESUS 

John 6:37b: "[W]hoever comes to me I will never cast out."  

Jesus won’t reject the one who the Father draws.  If you come to Jesus believing on him, he will 
not reject you.  And he will never at some point in the future cast you out.  Once in, you won’t be 
put out.  He will never regret saving you.  He will never change his mind about dying on your 
behalf.  He won’t be the kind of person who once they get to know you, pushes you away. 
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Again, the third assurance is that all who come to Jesus will be received by Jesus. 

IV. ALL WHO JESUS RECEIVES WILL BE KEPT BY JESUS 

John 6:38–39a: "For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 
who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me. . . 

God’s will and Jesus’ aim is that all who Jesus receives from the Father are kept so that none are 
lost.  He never misplaces one of his disciples.  He never leaves behind or forgets one of his own.  
If any turn away from Jesus, it is because they were not saved to begin with. 

Judas looked saved to the other disciples, but Jesus knew his heart and knew that Judas never 
really ever believed in Jesus.  So Jesus was able to pray to the Father in the days leading up to 
the cross, "While I was with them [the disciples], I kept them in your name, which you have 
given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled” (17:12).  He was lost because God never gave him to Jesus. 

Notice that it is the Father’s will that none be lost.  So if Jesus lost any one of his true disciples, 
what would that mean?  It would either mean that Jesus couldn’t do what the Father willed. Or it 
would mean that Jesus wouldn’t do what the Father willed.  So it would mean that he was either 
unable or unwilling (i.e., disobedient) to the Father and, in either case, Jesus wouldn’t be God.  
So our security of salvation is rooted in the fact that Jesus is God.  Our assurance of forever 
being saved is not based on “our feeble hold on Christ” but on “his sure grip” on us (Leon 
Morris). 

The hymnist writes: “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it / Prone to leave the God I love / Here's my 
heart, O take and seal it / Seal it for Thy courts above.”  The hymn writer knows that the only 
surety for salvation is God alone. 

 The fourth assurance of God’s work in salvation is that all who Jesus receives will be kept by 
Jesus. 

V. ALL WHO JESUS KEEPS WILL BE RESURRECTED TO ETERNAL LIFE 

John 6:39b: “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day.” 

All those God the Father has given the Son will be raised up on the last day.  By “raised up,” he 
means resurrected unto life.  Death would appear to be a defeat, even for a Christ follower.  You 
believe in Jesus and are supposedly granted eternal life, but then some years later, you die and 
your body goes into a grave.  Have the promises of God failed?  No, not even our bodies are lost. 
Even our bodies will be renewed.  At death, our soul is immediately with God. And one day, our 
bodies will be reunited with our spirit in the resurrection.  So there is no loss. 

The fifth assurance of God’s invincible success in saving his chosen people is that all who Jesus 
keeps will be resurrected to eternal life. 
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VI. ALL THAT THE FATHER WILLS WILL COME TO PASS 

John 6:40: "For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”"  

The reason Jesus will resurrect believers in him is that the Father also wills another thing: “that 
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life.”  To “look” on the 
Son is to look on him with a steady, studying gaze. To consider him thoughtfully and believe on 
him.  Everyone who does that will have eternal life. 

We must remember that eternal life doesn’t simply mean life unending.  It is that, but it is more.  
To have eternal life means that you have passed over condemnation to acceptance. You have 
passed over death to life.  The moment your body is dead, in that moment with no delay, you will 
be alive in spirit with God. 

God draws man, but man’s responsibility is to believe.  Don’t let God’s sovereignty in salvation 
dampen the impulse to offer this gospel to everyone.  You don’t know who God is drawing, so 
you offer the gospel promiscuously, freely, without limit, and indiscriminately to all. 

God always uses means to accomplish his will and has deemed it the most wise course to involve 
you and I in the privilege of heralding the good news so that people can respond in saving faith.  
This is the will of God.  Notice that the last three verses (vv. 38-40) all deal with the will of God. 

Nothing is more sure than the sovereign will of God.  If he has willed it, it will come to pass.  If 
he has willed a person’s salvation, if he has chosen them, they will be saved, kept, and raised to 
eternal life. 

Satan does not have the upper-hand. A long life of gross immorality will not prevent a person’s 
salvation, if God wills it. A bad witness as parents will not prevent those whom God draws to 
come to Jesus. A poor, cowardly gospel presentation will not be decisive in whether a person 
comes to Christ.  God’s will will succeed. 

CONCLUSION 

Notice the progression of God’s work to successfully save his people: 

• All who come and believe in Jesus will be satisfied. 
• All who the Father chooses will come to Jesus. 
• All who come to Jesus will be received by Jesus. 
• All who Jesus receives will be kept by Jesus. 
• All who Jesus keeps will be resurrected to eternal life. 
• All that the Father wills will come to pass. 

This is a golden chain of security in salvation.  It reminds us of Romans 8:30: "And those whom 
he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified."  The work that God begins in you, he completes.  So our final 
salvation depends not on our own effort but the invincible power of God and his power cannot be 
thwarted.  Your hope rests in God alone. 
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