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MY TIME HAS NOT YET COME 
John 7:1-13 (No. 41) 

Treasuring Christ Church—Pastor Boyd Johnson  
July 16, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

John 7:1–13: "After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because 
the Jews were seeking to kill him. Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. So his brothers 
said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are 
doing. For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world.” For not even his brothers believed in him. Jesus said to them, “My time 
has not yet come, but your time is always here. The world cannot hate you, but it hates me 
because I testify about it that its works are evil. You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this 
feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” After saying this, he remained in Galilee. But after his 
brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. The Jews were 
looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” And there was much muttering about him 
among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the 
people astray.” Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him."  

Jesus’ ministry at this point looked like it was headed for disaster.  The crowds he had gained by 
doing miracles throughout Galilee had now largely abandoned him. They heard his teaching and 
the response to his teaching was “many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with 
him” (6:66).  How many continued to be his disciples after this mass desertion, we don’t know.  
But the impression is left that not many more than the twelve continued to follow him.   

Then we read in chapter 7 that “the Jews”—that is, the religious leaders of the Jews—wanted to 
kill him.  At the same time, Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe in him.  And the people in Jerusalem 
were confused about him—some thinking he was a good man and others thinking he was leading 
the people astray.  So a mass of his disciples have deserted him, the Jews want to kill him, his 
brothers don’t believe in him, and the crowds are confused about him. 

Yet only months from this moment, Jesus would accomplish his purpose for coming to earth.  He 
would die on the cross to save sinners from the penalty of their sin.  And he would rise from the 
dead in victory over sin and death.  But from the vantage point of this moment in chapter 7, the 
outcome of Jesus’ ministry looked bleak.  But if we carefully read this story, we see that Jesus’ 
ministry wasn’t fading and it wasn’t failing. Instead, it was moving forward in God’s perfect 
timing. 

This story is told in two parts. In the first part, Jesus is waiting for the right time. In the second 
part, Jesus is acting in the right time. 

I. WAITING FOR THE RIGHT TIME 

In verse 1, we read that, “After this Jesus went about in Galilee.”  That is, after the mass of 
disciples abandoned Jesus in chapter 6, he continued to minister in and around Galilee.  He did 
so for about 6 months. Sometimes this period of Jesus’ ministry is called his “retirement 
ministry.”  Retirement doesn’t mean that he stopped teaching and doing miracles.  
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It means that he was more withdrawn from the crowds.  Except for what’s written in verse 1, the 
Apostle John tells us nothing more about Jesus’ ministry during these 6 months.  So essentially 
there is a 6 months gap between the end of chapter 6 and the start of chapter 7.  The other 
gospels, however, do fill in some of the details of what Jesus did. 

There are two things that characterize his ministry in this 6 month period.  First, it was less 
public compared to what he had been doing in Galilee and was more focused on training the 
twelve.  He did miraculously fed another crowd of 4,000. He healed a blind man. He healed a 
man who was deaf and couldn’t speak. He performed other miracles and taught the people.  But 
the bulk of his time was with the twelve. 

For example, during this time he took the twelve aside and for the first time directly predicted his 
rejection, crucifixion, and resurrection (Matthew 16:21-26).  For the first time, he taught the 
disciples about the coming church (Matthew 16:13-20).  He took Peter, James, and John to the 
mount and was transfigured (Matthew 17:1-13).  And there were other private teachings focused 
on training the twelve. 

The second thing that characterized his ministry during these 6 months was that much of it was 
done in remote areas where fewer Jews lived.  Often he is found east or north of the Sea of 
Galilee.  But the one direction he was sure not to travel was south to Judea.  Verse 1 continues, 
“He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him."   

The Jews were seeking to kill Jesus all the way back in chapter 5 when he healed the lame man 
in Jerusalem by the pool (5:18).  Here, John returns to their plot to kill Jesus. He writes that they 
were “seeking to kill him.”  They were looking for any opportunity to carry out their murderous 
plot. They were obsessed.  In fact, verse 11 says that they were “looking for him at the feast and 
saying, ‘Where is he?’”  They were always on the look out to put their plan into action. 

Those disciples who abandoned Jesus in chapter 6 only un-followed Jesus, they didn’t try to kill 
him.  But the Jewish religious authorities wanted him dead. 

John 7:2: "Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand."  The Feast was a week-long (seven days 
plus a great day) festival held in Jerusalem each year.  It originated from Leviticus 23:42-43, 
where God commanded Israel to “dwell in booths for seven days. . .that your generations may 
know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt.”  A booth would be a small shelter or a tent.  In fact, the Feast of Booths also goes by the 
name of the Feast of Tabernacles (which is another name for tent). 

So Israel was commanded by God to remember God’s faithfulness to Israel when Israel was in 
the wilderness.  It was a kind of reenactment of the story. And the people had fun with it.  During 
the festival, people lived in booths or tents made of leaves and sticks and they camped out in 
them throughout the week.  Pilgrims to Jerusalem would erect them anywhere—in the town 
squares, in the streets. Those who lived in Jerusalem would erect these tents of leaves on their 
flat roofs. That’s where they would sleep for the week.  Out of all the feasts and festivals that 
Israel kept each year, this was the one that they enjoyed the most.  It took place at the end of the 
harvest season—in September or October, depending on the year—long after the grain had been 
harvested and soon after the grapes and olives were harvested.  For this reason, it was also called 
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the Feast of the Ingathering.  It was a time of celebration. In fact, God even commands that they 
rejoice during the feast (Lev. 23:40). And they did.  The weather was cool, the harvest was in, 
and it marked the end of the feast season in Israel. 

Because of what it commemorated and because it was a time of celebration, one Jewish 
historian, Josephus, who lived during the first century, called it “the greatest and holiest feast of 
the Jews.”  He said it was “especially sacred and important to the Hebrews” and that it was “a 
festival observed by us with special care.”  At times it was simply known as, “The Feast.” 

So imagine Jerusalem and it is packed with happy Jews from all over Israel who have come to 
look back on God’s faithfulness to their forefathers in the wilderness and to thank God for his 
faithfulness in this seasons’ harvest.  This was a week-long feast not to be missed. 

Since the feast was at hand, naturally Jesus would go, right? That’s what his brothers thought. 

John 7:3: "So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may 
see the works you are doing."  

His brothers smelled an opportunity.  For the last six months, Jesus had been largely away from 
the public eye and doing miracles in places far away.  They no doubt knew that Jesus lost most 
of his disciples in Capernaum. And they knew that Jerusalem would be packed with joyous 
people.  So they reasoned that he should go down to Jerusalem and show off his works—do 
some miracles so that all of Israel could see what he was doing. 

John 7:4: "For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, 
show yourself to the world.”"  

In other words, you’re doing these miracles so that you become known, right? Come out of 
hiding, quit wasting your time in all these remote areas and spending so much time with these 12 
guys. Let everyone see what you can do. The whole world will be in Jerusalem.  They want Jesus 
to go to Judea not just to visit, but to take up residence.  They use the words, “Leave here and 
go.” That is, move on from Galilee and make your home in Judea.  

Whether they knew the Jews wanted to kill him or not, we don’t know. But their advice is for 
him to go right into the killing zone.  Now this is six months before his crucifixion, so the fever 
to kill Jesus is already high.  Judea was a dangerous place for Jesus, as verse 1 said.  Why were 
they so intent on getting Jesus to go to Jerusalem for the feast? What was behind their words?  
Verse 5 tells us: "For not even his brothers believed in him."  In order to understand their 
motivation, you have to understand that they were unbelievers. 

Jesus had four half-brothers according to Matthew 13:55, not to mention his sisters.  His brothers 
were James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas (not Iscariot).  After Jesus’ resurrection, his brother came 
to believe in him (Acts 1:14). James would go on to write the book of James and lead the church 
in Jerusalem. Judas was also known as Jude and he wrote the book of Jude.  But at this time, they 
didn’t believe in Jesus.  They had lived with him. They heard the story from Mary about how 
Jesus was born, no doubt, time and time again. They had heard his teaching. They knew of his 
miracles. But they didn’t believe.  Life-long proximity to Jesus didn’t produce automatic 
converts.  Unless the Father drew them, they would not believe. 
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In that culture, it would be especially tragic that they didn’t believe in him.  In the ancient world, 
brothers “were normally the closest and most trustworthy allies” (Keener). Honoring family 
relationships was extremely important.   

His brothers said to go to Jerusalem and do what you’ve been doing “openly” (v. 4).  “Openly” is 
elsewhere translated boldness.  The idea of boldness in the Bible isn’t the attitude of brash 
courageousness, but the idea of freedom of speech and actions.  It’s the idea of being completely 
at home with your speech and actions, as you would with a close friend. 

So the brothers were urging Jesus to do miracles in Jerusalem that he so freely did in the distant 
areas of Galilee.  If they already knew of his miracles and saw them, why would it be so 
important to them that he do them again in Judea and Jerusalem?  What difference does place 
make? 

The thought among the Jews was that when the Messiah came, he would come to Jerusalem and 
prove himself there—in the city that God established as the center of Israel.  Anyone who 
claimed to be the Messiah would be expected to do his work in Jerusalem so that all the 
authorities and the people could see.  So his brothers wanted confirmation.  They wanted the 
Jewish religious leaders to see his works and make a judgment.  His brothers didn’t believe he 
was the Messiah.  But if Jesus did his works in Jerusalem and the Jewish authorities saw and 
believed, then maybe they would too.  They wouldn’t take their brother’s word for it and the 
works themselves would not convince them.  The heart of unbelief is incredibly hard. 

Surely they were also thrilled at the prospect of Jesus’ fame spreading and perhaps riding his 
coattails into greater political fortune.  Whatever was going on in their hearts, we know that the 
root of their words was unbelief. 

Jesus doesn’t respond directly to their promptings. Instead he isolates the issue: 

John 7:6–8: "Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. The 
world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. You go up 
to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.”"  

Jesus responded by making an issue out of timing: 

Verse 6: “My time has not yet come.” 

Verse 8: “My time has not yet fully come.” 

Jesus has a time for everything he does.  His ministry has a purpose and a plan and it also has a 
time.  The word Jesus used for “time” is not the word for chronological sequence, but the word 
that referred to opportunity.  It wasn’t yet the suitable time for him to go to the feast. It wasn’t 
the proper time. The opportunity hadn’t yet ripened. The time wasn’t full.  He would go when 
the perfect time came so that he could do the will of his Father.  This wasn’t a moment to act, but 
a moment to wait. 

Jesus was on a divine timetable orchestrated by the Father.  Jesus did everything in its perfect 
time.  Going to Jerusalem before it was time or for the wrong reasons would alter the plan for his  
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life.  But he never had a Plan B. Everything he did was according to the divine script for his life 
planned before the world began. 

He said to his brothers, “Your time is always here.”  In other words, his brothers had no 
particular time. Any time was good for them because they weren’t following the will of God.  
Jesus knew that the Jews were waiting for him to arrive and he knew they hated him.  His 
brothers could go anytime because the Jews didn’t hate them. 

The reason they hated Jesus was because he exposed them (v. 7).  He testified that their works 
were evil. He showed them that they weren’t holy as they supposed. They were hypocrites and 
were not people of God. They didn’t believe in Jesus. In that respect, his brothers were no better 
than the Jews.  None of them believed in Jesus.  Their unbelief manifested in different ways, but 
his brothers were aligned with the world against Jesus. 

So at the moment, the time was “not yet.” But that didn’t mean “not ever.”  He said, (v.8-9) 
"You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 
After saying this, he remained in Galilee."  He’s not saying he’s never going, just that he isn’t 
going in their way, in their time. 

So we’ve seen the time of waiting. We now move to the second part of the story, the time of 
acting. 

II. ACTING IN THE RIGHT TIME 

John 7:10: "But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but 
in private."  

He did go, but not as the brothers had wished.  They wanted him to go openly, so that he could 
be seen.  He went, but privately. 

Pilgrims to Jerusalem usually traveled in large groups. There was safety and provision in 
numbers and you’d catch the caravan along the way.  But Jesus chose not to go that way.  This 
likely means that he went only with the twelve.  Perhaps they avoided the highways. Surely he 
didn’t perform any miracles or teach along the way so as not to attract attention to himself.  He 
wanted to get into Jerusalem undiscovered so that he could reveal himself according to God’s 
plan. 

As we’ve already seen the Jews anticipated his coming: 

John 7:11: "The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?”"  

Apparently, Jesus was the talk of the town, the talk of the festival. He was on the minds of not 
only the Jews—that is, the religious authorities— but also “the people”—that is, the crowds of 
people who weren’t the authorities.. 

John 7:12: "And there was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is 
a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.”" 
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The people couldn’t arrive at a consensus about Jesus’ character. They muttered or whispered 
among themselves.  Some thought he was a good man.  Others thought he was a deceiver who 
led people astray.  Both were wrong.  He wasn’t simply a good man, he was the God-man. He 
was, as Peter said only a few verses early, “the Holy One of God.” 

And he certainly wasn’t leading anyone astray.  By the way, that was a rumor that stuck for a 
long time.  In the second century, one Christian apologist noted that the Jews still thought of him 
as a “magician, and a deceiver of the people.” 

But all this discussion was done quietly.   

John 7:13: "Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him." 

Everyone wanted to talk about Jesus, but no one wanted to do it publicly.  Everyone in Jerusalem 
was waiting for Jesus to arrive and see what he would do and say.  Jesus himself would break the 
silence when he arrived in God’s perfect timing. 

CONCLUSION 

One of the lessons of this episode in Jesus’ life is that God does everything in his perfect timing, 
including in your life.  That’s a lesson every Christian must learn and rest in.  You may compare 
the chapter of your life that you’re currently in and it appears as bleak as Jesus’ ministry at the 
start of this chapter.  But you need to know that God’s plans and his purposes and his timing will 
not be thwarted. 

As many ways as you can mess up your life, God can overcome.  As many ways as others can 
mess up your life, God can overcome.  What looks like certain despair may in fact be the means 
of God’s provision and rescue.  If we spend our lives reading the tea leaves of our circumstances, 
we will be unhappy.   

The happy Christian is one who in faith lifts his gaze above the horizon and to the one who made 
the heavens.  The happy Christian is one who knows that affliction may be lasting, but won’t be 
everlasting (Thomas Watson).   

All afflictions that come upon God’s people are merely clouds that obscure the sun for a time, 
but then pass over.  God is always at work for his beloved and his timing, purposes, and plans 
will be accomplished. 

So, Christian, rest in the fact that God really does a plan for your life.  We can’t know the perfect 
time or response for everything as Jesus did.  But we can steep ourselves in God’s word—his 
revealed will—so that we know the heart and mind of God in what he has revealed and then 
prayerfully act accordingly.  And then, as we do, rest in the fact that God is working and doing 
more than we can imagine and bringing about our good and his glory. 
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