
www.tccathens.org 

1 

 

JUDGE NOT BY APPEARANCES 
BUT WITH RIGHT JUDGMENT 

John 7:14-24 (No. 42) 
Treasuring Christ Church—Pastor Boyd Johnson  

July 23, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

John 7:14–24: “About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 
The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?” So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. If anyone’s 
will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking 
on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one 
who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. Has not Moses 
given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” The crowd 
answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” Jesus answered them, “I did one 
work, and you all marvel at it. Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from 
the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a man receives 
circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the 
Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgment.”“  

As we talk with unbelievers, one of the things that often baffles us is why they can’t understand 
and believe the obvious.  You hear an atheist say he doesn’t believe in God while he is standing 
under a blue sky, a brilliant sun, and birds chirping all around.  And you wonder, how can you 
not see the obvious—that the evidence for God is all around you if you open your eyes. 

You hear a skeptic say that if there is a God, God isn’t good, while he pauses to take another 
breath of grace and his heart continues to beat in the mercy of God.  And you watch the skeptic 
take another breath and you wonder, how can you not know that God is good when he gives you 
the grace of another breath and hasn’t yet committed you to final judgment? 

You hear someone say that she grew up in church and has read the Bible and that she doesn’t 
think Jesus taught that he was divine, but that the divine was within each one of us.  And you 
wonder, how could you read the Bible and come to that conclusion? 

You’ve had conversations with people—perhaps family, friends, co-workers—and no matter 
what you say, no matter how skillfully you’ve argued, they don’t understand who Jesus is and 
what he did, and they will not believe.  Why don’t these people understand? Why don’t they 
believe?   

The Scriptures gives us multiple reasons. For example, 2 Corinthians 4:4 says that Satan keeps 
people from seeing the truth of the gospel and responding in faith. 
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2 Corinthians 4:4: “[T]he god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  

Romans 9:18 teaches us that God draws to himself who he wills and passes over others: 

Romans 9:18: “He has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”  

In our passage today, Jesus tells us there is another cause for the unbelief of unbelievers.  This 
cause is at the level of human responsibility.  In this passage, we’ll see that the religious 
authorities, despite their study of the Old Testament, made false judgments about what Jesus 
taught and what he did.  That is, they made false judgments of Jesus’ words and works. 

What we’ll see in this passage is that the reason they falsely judged Jesus was that they did not 
desire to do God’s will.  The posture of their heart was bent against doing the will of God. They 
did not desire to obey the Lord.  The result was that they did not know Jesus. 

To say it another way, one cause of false knowledge about Jesus is immorality.  The reason they 
believed false things about Jesus was that they did not desire to obey God.  Bad desires produced 
bad knowledge. 

False knowledge about Jesus is not simply the result of lack of information.  False knowledge 
about Jesus is the result of a will that desires to disobey God.  Falsely judging Jesus is a moral 
issue, not a data issue.  So the principle that we’ll learn in this passage, in one sentence is this: 
False judgments about Jesus’ words and works come from a will that does not will God’s will. 

We’ll see this principle demonstrated in the case of the Jews in two parts: first, false judgments 
of Jesus’ words and, second, false judgments of Jesus’ works. 

Recap 

But before we get there, we need to set the scene.  As we saw last week, about 6 months before 
Jesus was crucified, he left Galilee (in the north of Israel) for the last time and traveled to 
Jerusalem.  It was the season for the Feast of Booths—sometime in September or October.  He 
traveled privately, probably with just his 12 disciples. 

The Feast of Booths, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles or the Feast of Ingathering, was the 
highlight festival of the year for the Jews.  It was a joyous time of celebrating what God had 
done and thanking God for the harvest.   

Since Jews would be traveling from all over Israel for the feast, Jesus’ unbelieving brothers 
thought this was the perfect opportunity for Jesus to go to Jerusalem and make a show of it.  
They wanted him to perform miracles in Jerusalem that he had done in faraway Galilee.  They 
wanted everyone, especially the religious authorities, to see the miracles that he could do and  
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make a determination of whether Jesus really was the Messiah.  But Jesus refused to go to the 
feast with them.  He didn’t want to go openly and make a show.  He would wait to go. His steps 
were ordered by the Father and it wasn’t yet his time to go.  So his brothers left without him. 

But when the time was right, he did go.  Again, he went privately. He came into Jerusalem 
unnoticed. 

Setting 

When Jesus arrived or perhaps a day or two after he arrived, sometime in the middle of the 
weeklong feast, he emerged from the crowd and went public. 

John 7:14: “About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.” 

He came to Jerusalem privately, but now he emerged into the open in the most public of 
spaces—the temple—where all would see him.  When he got there, he began to teach and a 
crowd gathered.   

The Jews had been waiting for him to arrive, asking in verse 11, “Where is he?”  Now he was 
easy to find.  But he didn’t do what his brothers urged him to do.  They wanted him to perform 
miracles before the crowd.  Instead, he taught the crowd.  He did the very same act that caused a 
mass of disciples to abandon him before (6:60, 66). They left him because of his teaching.  And 
he was teaching once again to an assembly. 

In the crowd of people who heard him teaching were some of the religious authorities, whom 
John refers to as “the Jews.”  We aren’t told what Jesus taught, but we are told their reaction. 

That brings us to our first part: the Jews’ false judgment of Jesus’ words. 

I. FALSE JUDGMENT OF JESUS’ WORDS 

Their reaction is recorded: 

John 7:15: “The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he 
has never studied?”“  

A frequent response to Jesus’ teaching was amazement, awe, marveling.  At the end of his 
Sermon on the Mount, the people were “astonished” at his teaching (Matt. 7:28-29).  On this day, 
the Jews were, again, astonished. They were impressed.  Perhaps they were filled with envy as he 
taught.  Perhaps they were even convicted that what he said was true (after all, they never could 
dispute anything he said from Scripture).  They were impressed by the quality of his teaching, 
even though they perceived him to be an uneducated, unstudied man.  They couldn’t understand 
how he had learning—which was a way of saying, how he understood the Scriptures so well. 
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It was strictly true that Jesus lacked formal training among the rabbis. He was not “studied” in 
that sense.  As a child, he likely did attend a local synagogue for schooling in the Scriptures or 
perhaps Joseph taught him.  Even at 12, he was confounding the teachers in the temple (Luke 
2:46-47).  But he never studied under any prominent rabbi and was the disciple of none.  So the 
Jews could not understand how his words could be so profound.  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus 
took the opportunity to address their question. 

John 7:16: “So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.”  

His teaching, Jesus said, had a source they didn’t know.  His teaching was learned and studied 
because the One who has all knowledge gave it to him.  His teaching wasn’t his own.  His 
teaching came from his sender.  Jesus taught many times that he was sent from the Father (3:17; 
4:44, 57) and from the Father he received his words. 

John 8:26: “I declare to the world what I have heard from him.”“ 

John 8:40: “[I am a man] who has told you the truth that I heard from God.” 

John 8:47: “Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.”“  

John 12:49–50: “For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has 
himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. And I know that his 
commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.”“  

Jesus always said that he came by the authority of the Father and he spoke what he heard from 
the Father.  But there was a reason the Jews didn’t know that.  The source of his teaching should 
have been self-evident for those who truly wanted to obey God. 

John 7:17: “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God 
or whether I am speaking on my own authority.” 

In other words, for all who desire to do God’s will, the truthfulness and authority of Jesus’ 
teaching would be plainly obvious.  Those who are committed to obeying God will be guided by 
God to know the truth of Jesus’ words.  Those who have a genuine desire to follow God’s will, 
will judge Jesus’ teaching rightly—that it is the words of God.  The Jews would have judged 
Jesus’ teaching rightly had they been committed to obeying God.  They would have discerned 
that Jesus’ words were the words of God.  But their denial of Jesus’ teaching—even as religious 
leaders and supposed experts on God’s law—was proof that their hearts were turned against 
obeying God.  They had no will to obey God’s will.  They were impressed with Jesus on an 
academic level, but they were not touched by him spiritually.  That’s because they were bent 
against the will of God.  They had no will to do God’s will, which resulted in a wrong view of 
Jesus.  This was quite an indictment against them. 
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Jesus goes on to say that the truthfulness of his teaching was evident in that he sought God’s 
glory and not his own. 

John 7:18: “The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks 
the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood.”  

He no doubt was contrasting his own teaching with the teaching of the Jewish leaders.  They 
loved to exalt their learning as they taught.  They made the law a means of glorifying 
themselves.  The Jews didn’t so much teach the Scriptures as they tipped their hat to the 
Scriptures and focused on teachings rabbis added to Scripture.  They glorified themselves in their 
supposed knowledge as they taught the people. 

We should note that preachers in churches today who only pay lip-service to the Scriptures on 
Sunday morning are after their own glory and fame.  Those teachers whose messages are built on 
their own opinions, stories, and life lessons seek their own glory. 

But Jesus says that all of his teachings glorified the one who sent him—they all glorified his 
Father and he humbly gave credit to his Father for giving him the teaching.  That humility 
demonstrated that what Jesus said was true and not false because he wasn’t after his own glory, 
but his Father’s.  Humble teachers submit themselves to the authority of God’s word. They speak 
as it speaks. They take everything back to the Bible.  Proud people disregard God’s word. 
Humble people place themselves under it. 

Not only did the Jews falsely judge Jesus’ words, but, secondly, they also falsely judged his 
works.  In the verses that follow, Jesus reveals their false judgment of his works. 

II. FALSE JUDGMENT OF JESUS’ WORKS 

Now remember that Jesus knew the Jews were seeking to kill him.  He knew their murderous 
plot.  The six months prior to chapter 7, he had stayed in mostly remote areas of Galilee as he 
avoided the Jews in Judea.  Verse 1 says, “He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews 
were seeking to kill him.”  But according to the divine timetable of the Father, Jesus was now in 
Judea in Jerusalem. He was in the killing zone. 

Jesus used this knowledge of their plot to kill him to press the point that the Jews had no will to 
do God’s will.  So he begins, “Has not Moses given you the law?” (v. 19). 

The Jews exalted in Moses. So Jesus reminds them that Moses brought them the law from God.  
In other words, they had the will of God in the law of God.  The will of God should have been 
plain to them. They thought themselves experts in God’s law—in God’s will. 

Jesus continues, “Yet none of you keeps the law.”  They knew the law—the knew the will of 
God—but they didn’t keep the law.  And what’s Jesus’ proof of that? 
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Verse 19:  “Why do you seek to kill me?” 

Killing Jesus would be a violation of the sixth commandment.  Their desire to kill Jesus was 
proof that they had no will to do God’s will.  That’s why they falsely judge Jesus.  They don’t 
want to obey God’s will. One example of that was their desire to murder Jesus. 

Apparently, the crowd (that is, those gathered to hear Jesus’ teaching who weren’t the 
authorities) didn’t know about the Jews’ plot to kill Jesus. 

John 7:20: “The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?”“  

Already the crowd was turned against him.  This wasn’t the last time they called him demon 
possessed (8:48; 10:20).  But Jesus wouldn’t be pushed off message. He ignored their accusation.  
He showed that the Jews twisted the true meaning of the law by reaching back to the Jews’ 
original charge against him, when they began their intention to kill him.   

In chapter 5, about 1 ½ years earlier, Jesus healed a man in Jerusalem by the pool called 
Bethesda.  The man had been lame for 38 years.  Jesus chose to heal him on the Sabbath and 
commanded the man to pick up his bed mat and walk.  The Jews were offended at this because 
they said it violated the fourth commandment not to work on the Sabbath.  When they found out 
Jesus was the one who told the healed man to carry the mat, they were outraged because he was 
teaching people to violate their rules.  In our passage, Jesus references that miracle in verse 21. 

John 7:21: “Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it.”  

They couldn’t deny the miracle, but they were still angry about it. And so they began to plot to 
kill Jesus.  But Jesus points out their hypocrisy: 

John 7:22–23: “Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), 
and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that 
the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a 
man’s whole body well?”  

Jesus was referring to the Old Testament law that said a Jewish boy must be circumcised on the 
8th day.  But what would happen if the 8th day landed on the Sabbath?  Should the circumcision 
be performed? Or was that work and therefore forbidden on the Sabbath?   

Nothing in the Old Testament law would forbid the circumcision on the Sabbath.  But the Jewish 
leaders had made other rules about what constituted work and it put them in a dilemma.  They 
resolved the dilemma by making an exception to their rules.  Circumcising an infant boy would 
be permissible if the 8th day fell on a Sabbath. 

Jesus points out that if circumcising a boy on the 8th day was ok, then miraculously healing a 
man’s whole body on the Sabbath should also be permissible.  Yet they still wanted to kill Jesus. 
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The whole problem was that their judgment was not right.   

John 7:24: “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”“  

They judged Jesus by appearances.  They thought he was an unlearned man, so they falsely 
judged his words.  They thought he was a Sabbath-breaker, so they falsely judged his works. 
They didn’t judge him with right judgment. 

Why did they judge him wrongly?  Again, verse 17 gives us the answer.  They had no will to do 
God’s will, so they denied the truthfulness of his words and works and instead relied on their 
fleshly, godless judgment. 

CONCLUSION 

So, again, the principle we learn from this passage is that false judgments about Jesus’ words and 
works come from a will that does not will God’s will.  Two more points of application should be 
made.   

First, if we do not have the desire to do God’s desires, we will not understand Jesus’ message.  
Right willing precedes right knowing.  The prerequisite to right knowing is right desires.  What 
first must occur is a transformation of our wills in order for us to come into right knowledge 
about Jesus.  God does that transformation in the new birth. He gives us the desire to do his will.  
This is a fulfillment of the New Covenant promised in the Old Testament: 

Ezekiel 36:25–27: “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules.”  

When we are born again, he gives us a new will that wills to obey him.  We don’t obey him 
perfectly. But we are bent towards obeying him. 

Second, if we make God’s law a means of self-glorification, like the Jews did, we will end up 
twisting God’s law to our own ends.  Beware of doing righteousness as a means of exalting 
yourself.  When you do that, you are on the path of twisting the true meaning of righteousness so 
that whatever you do is deemed righteous in your own eyes.  This can start so subtly in our lives. 
You sacrifice for someone and inwardly you exalt in your sacrifice.  You pray for someone and 
you want to get man’s praise for your praying.  You do an act of love towards someone and 
inwardly you begin to love yourself loving others. 

A man cannot exalt himself and God at the same time.  God will not share his throne with you.  
And if you make doing righteousness a means of exalting yourself, you will lower the standards 
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 of righteousness so that you can meet your own standard and remain on your throne. 

So as you reflect on this passage, I urge you to resolve to be a man or woman who wills to do 
God’s will.  Let your passion be one who follows after God.  Live up to the light you have, and 
you shall have more light. 
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