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INTRODUCTION 

In Mark 8, Jesus asked his disciples who the people said he was (v. 27).  They responded that 
some thought he was John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others one of the prophets (v. 28).  
None of those was right, of course.  So he asked them, who do you say I am?  Peter answered 
rightly for the group: “You are the Christ” (v. 29). 

That same question is as important to us as it was to them. Who is Christ?  How you answer 
reveals more about you than it does about him.  Jesus needs no man’s testimony to prove himself 
(5:34).  Jesus is who he is.  But who you think he is reveals your heart condition. 

In our passage today, we’re confronted with differing views about Jesus’ identity.  As we read, 
we’re forced to pick a side. We’re under mandate to say who we believe Jesus to be. 

 John 7:25–36: "Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom 
they seek to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? But we know where this man comes from, and 
when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” So Jesus proclaimed, as he 
taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from. But I have not come of 
my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. I know him, for I come from 
him, and he sent me.” So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because 
his hour had not yet come. Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ 
appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?” The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering 
these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. Jesus then 
said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. You will seek 
me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, 
“Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the 
Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he mean by saying, ‘You will 
seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”"  

As we saw in the preceding verses, Jesus had made his way to Jerusalem during the week-long 
Feast of Booths, the most popular of the Jewish feasts.  Sometime in the middle of the week, 
Jesus began teaching in the most public of places—the temple.  He attracted a crowd. And he 
confronted the Jews for falsely judging both his teaching and his miracles. 

I. IS JESUS A CHARLATAN? 

Now there was more than one group of people there to hear his teaching.  There were the Jews 
from out of town who had made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast.  These people are 
referred to generically as “the crowd” (v. 20) or “the people” (v. 31).  They said that Jesus was 
influenced by a demon (“You have a demon!”) because he had accused the Jewish authorities of 
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seeking to kill him.  The pilgrims couldn’t conceive that the authorities would do such a horrible 
thing. 

But there was at least one more group who listened to his teaching in the temple, and they also 
were confused about Jesus’ identity.  These people are referred to in our passage as “the people 
of Jerusalem.” 

John 7:25: “Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek 
to kill?”  

This group of people had heard about the authorities’ plot to kill Jesus.  The phrase “people of 
Jerusalem” literally is Jerusalemites.  It refers to the residents of Jerusalem.  That explains why 
they would know about the plot and those from out of town wouldn’t.  They lived in the town 
and heard the discussions among the Pharisees and the priests.  Word had spread enough for 
“some” of the Jerusalemites to know of it.  So it took them aback when they saw Jesus, who was 
a marked man, teaching so openly in the temple. 

John 7:26a: “And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him!  

Jesus was so bold in his teaching. He didn’t find an out-of-the-way spot to influence a few. He 
chose the busiest place to influence the masses who were in town from all over the Roman 
empire.  He had no fear of them.  And the authorities said nothing to him. 

By authorities, they probably meant the Sanhedrin.  The Sanhedrin was the council of Jews who 
ruled both legislatively and judicially.  Some say that it was a council composed of 71 men who 
were chief priests, scribes, and elders.  They were effectively the Jewish government. Their 
decisions on religious and civil issues were binding not only on the Jews in Jerusalem, but also 
the Jews across the land. 

The Jerusalemites knew the authorities opposed Jesus, so they were perplexed at why they said 
nothing to him as he taught so openly.  They said, “Here he is!” That’s to say, Look! See for 
yourself. He is right here.  Why don’t they do something, say something? 

And the residents did what gossips do when there are gaps in their understanding.  They invented 
a possible reason: 

John 7:26b: “Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ?”  

Perhaps, they thought, the authorities had come into information that made them realize Jesus 
really was who he claimed to be.  Is it possible that they “really know” Jesus is the Christ?  
“Really know” has the idea of knowing with certainty.  Maybe they’ve figured him out. 

In the Greek, you can word a question in such a way that the answer is hinted at.  In this instance, 
the answer anticipated is no.  You could word it like the NASB does to draw out the nuance: 
“They don’t really know that this is the Christ, do they?” Surely not. 

They raise the question as they try to figure out why the leaders let Jesus teach.  But the question 
is tentative. It’s just an idea. They don’t really believe the idea.  They are just throwing it out  
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there.  As soon as the idea enters their mind, the idea is cut off with the next sentence.  Verse 27: 
“But. . .”  That’s a very hard word in Greek (alla). The word is used to change directions in the 
middle of the stream.  No sooner than the idea had been proposed than it was dismissed. 

John 7:27: “But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will 
know where he comes from.”“  

All the proof they needed that Jesus wasn’t the Christ was that they knew where he came from. 
They knew his origins.  But they didn’t know what they thought they knew.  They had formed 
their opinion. But in order to believe their opinion, they had to disbelieve what Jesus had 
repeatedly taught—that he was sent from God. 

So they had this idea that when the Christ came, his origins would have some mystery.  They 
likely got that idea from texts in the Old Testament such as Malachi 3:1: “The Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. . .”  If the Messiah came suddenly, they thought that to 
mean that he would be a man unknown.  Not all Jews believed this, but some did. 

They didn’t deny that some things about the Christ’s origins would be known.  You’ll recall that 
when the wise men came, Herod convened the priests and scribes, according to Matthew 2:4, to 
learn “where the Christ was to be born.”  They told Herod, in Bethlehem and cited Micah 5:2. 

So the issue for these Jerusalemites wasn’t that the birthplace and growing up place of the Christ 
would be totally unknown.  Rather, it’s that they thought the Christ would be a man unknown 
until he came to redeem Israel. He would instantly come upon them. 

As far as they were concerned, they knew Jesus (v. 27: “we know where this man comes from”).  
They knew he was from Nazareth, that he had an itinerant ministry, they knew his claims. But 
they doubted him.  When the true Christ came, they thought, there wouldn’t be any of this, “Is he 
the Christ?” or “Isn’t he the Christ?”  It would be obvious to the rulers and the people that the 
Christ had come.  But there was great doubt about Jesus, so they thought he couldn’t be the one. 
They knew about him already.  Essentially, they considered Jesus a charlatan.  He was a fake. He 
couldn’t be the true Christ. 

In response to their claim that they knew him: 

John 7:28–29: “Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know 
where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you 
do not know. I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.”“ 

Probably the best way to understand Jesus’ statement that they know him and where he came 
from is simply an acknowledgment that they knew him in an earthly way.  They knew his 
hometown and earthly things about him. 

But in a more important sense, they didn’t know him.  The next chapter over Jesus says, “You 
know neither me nor my Father” (8:19).  They didn’t truly know him.  They didn’t accept that he 
came from the Father—the real Father. 
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Just as Jesus said didn’t speak on his own (7:18), he also didn’t come on his own.  He was sent 
on a mission—a mission he and the Father were in perfect agreement on.  But the reason they 
didn’t recognize that Jesus was sent from the Father was that they didn’t know the sender (v. 28: 
“him you do not know”).  They couldn’t recognize the fingerprints of God, because they didn’t 
know God. 

All this Jesus “proclaimed.”  “Proclaimed” is a word that means cried out. He said it in a loud 
voice so that everyone around could hear him.  They understood Jesus well enough to be 
offended.  He was telling them in a loud voice that they didn’t know God.  They responded by 
seeking to arrest him. 

John 7:30: “So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour 
had not yet come.”  

The attempt to arrest him was unsuccessful.  The reason it was unsuccessful was that it wasn’t 
God’s timing— “his hour had not yet come.”   

That’s a phrase that is repeated several times in the early chapters of this Gospel.  At the 
wedding in Cana, when his mother wanted him to do something about the shortage of wine, 
Jesus responded, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come” (2:4).  
When his brothers wanted him to go to the Feast early, he said, “My time has not yet come” 
twice (7:6, 8).  As he continued to teach in the temple treasury, John comments, “No one arrested 
him, because his hour had not yet come” (8:20). 

But his hour—his time to die—would come.  Jesus told his disciples in 12:23: “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  And as he reflected on what was to come, he said in 
12:27: “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But 
for this purpose I have come to this hour.”  

In 13:1, John introduces Jesus washing the disciples feet with this: “Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.”  

And, finally, Jesus was with his disciples in the upper room in 17:1 and prayed out loud so they 
could hear: “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you. . .”  

But in chapter 7, Jesus’ death would not come until 6 months later in God’s perfect timing.  So 
they could not arrest him, because it wasn’t time for that. 

II. IS JESUS THE CHRIST? 

Not everyone considered him a charlatan.  In contrast to the “some” of verse 25, there is the 
“many” in verse 31 who believe in him. 

John 7:31: “Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he 
do more signs than this man has done?”“  
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These were convinced that he was the Christ.  Those who believed in him as the Christ were 
among “the people.”  That refers to the common folk who didn’t reside in Jerusalem. 

We’ve seen previously in the Gospel of John that not all belief in Jesus is saving belief.  Some 
belief in Jesus is merely intellectual and doesn’t spring from hearts that desire the Savior.  John 
cautions us early on: 

John 2:23–25: “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.”  

Whether their faith was sincere and deep, we can’t be dogmatic.  I tend to think it was because it 
isn’t qualified in any way.  But the one thing that gives us pause is that they seem to have come 
to believe that Jesus is the Christ because of the signs he did.  “They said, “When the Christ 
appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?”“  They anticipated that when the 
Messiah came, he would do many miracles.  Having seen or heard about all that Jesus did, 
especially in Galilee, they couldn’t conceive of the true Messiah doing more. 

Believing in Jesus on the basis of his miracles alone was not encouraged.  Jesus said to the 
official from Capernaum whose son was ill, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 
believe.”  That wasn’t a compliment.  Nevertheless, believing in Jesus because of his signs was 
better than unbelief. 

He says later in 10:38, “if I do them [works of miracles] even though you do not believe me, 
believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the 
Father.”“  In other words, let the signs themselves point you to the true reality about myself and 
lead you into deeper faith.  So, here in verse 31, perhaps we’re seeing early faith that hadn’t yet 
grasped the full significance of his teachings.  But they did, at least, believe he was the Christ. 

III. IS JESUS A CRIMINAL? 

So some believed he was a charlatan, some believed he was the Christ, and there was one more 
perspective that came from the religious elites. 

John 7:32: “The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests 
and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.”  

All this discussion in the city about Jesus aroused the ire of the Pharisees.  They were especially 
disturbed that many were believing in Jesus.  The Pharisees were popular among the people as 
religious leaders.  They led the synagogues, which is where most of the Jews’ religious life 
centered. 

Their rivals were the Sadducees.  The Sadducees were in the place of power and authority as the 
chief priests.  Of the two groups, the Pharisees were closer to the people.  The chief priests, on 
the other hand, were more elite and removed from the people.  These two groups didn’t get 
along.  But as someone has said, “Common enemies make strange bedfellows.”  They could 
unite in their common hatred of Jesus. 
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So the two groups conspired together to arrest Jesus through the officers—that is, the temple 
police who patrolled the grounds and kept order.  That they wanted to arrest him shows they 
intended to bring charges against Jesus.  They thought of him in a third way—as a criminal. 

Perhaps the charge would be Sabbath-breaking and inciting others to break the Sabbath. Perhaps 
the charge would be causing disturbances in the temple.  What the Jerusalemites failed to do, the 
authorities would attempt with the force of the temple officers. 

Verse 33 begins with “Jesus then. . .”  The word “then” serves to heighten the tension in the 
story.  As the temple officers were on their way, Jesus said the following. 

John 7:33–34: “Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who 
sent me. You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.”“  

Jesus was totally unconcerned about their plot to arrest him.  The timing of Jesus’ arrest 
wouldn’t be up to them.  Rather than getting rid of him, Jesus says, “I will be with you a little 
longer.” You can’t get rid of me.  “And then I am going to him who sent me.”  That is, my 
movements are up to my Father. You won’t arrest me and take me to prison, where you want me.  
I am going where my Father sends me.  He alludes to his eventual resurrection and ascension—
”I am going to him.” 

He would go to a place where they would seek him, but not find him because where he was 
going they could not come.  They didn’t know God, so they couldn’t go to God.  This is more 
than a statement of Jesus’ travel plans. This is a warning. 

You see me now, Jesus was saying, and seek me out to arrest me. But soon you will not be able 
to find me and I will be shut up from you forever as I go to heaven, where you will not go.  He 
says in 8:31 something similar:  “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 
your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”“  Because they did not seek him in faith while he 
was with them, they would not find him and would die in their sin. 

This is a warning. Seek him while he may be found!  It reminds us of the call in Isaiah 55:6–7: 
““Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have 
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”  You must seek the Lord 
while he is available to you. 

The Jews sought Jesus in their own timing, but could not grasp him or find him.  And if you do 
not seek the Lord in his timing, while he makes himself available to you—you will not find him 
either and will die in your sin. 

The Jews were baffled. 

John 7:35–36: “The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not 
find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What 
does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you 
cannot come’?”“  
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The Dispersion refers to the Jews who lived outside the land, elsewhere in the Roman empire.  
They wondered whether Jesus meant that he would go to them or even to go and teach the 
Greeks (the Gentiles).  Ironically, his teachings would go to the ends of the earth through the 
apostles.  But this was mockery of Jesus, even as they were puzzled by what he meant. 

CONCLUSION 

From beginning to end in this story, confusion about Jesus mounts.  In the first section, they were 
confused about his origins.  In this last section, they were confused about his destination.  But 
sandwiched in between is at least one group—”many”, in fact—who counted Jesus to be the 
Christ. 

So the perspectives on Jesus are laid before us.  If he was a fake as the Jerusalemites thought, 
then he was a charlatan.  If he was a breaker of God’s law as the Jewish authorities thought, then 
he was a criminal.  But if what he said was true, then he is the Christ and we must believe in him. 

And so we close with the same question that Jesus asked his disciples in Mark 8. Who do you 
say Jesus is?  Your answer tells us more about you than it does about him. 
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