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AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL ABUNDANCE 
John 7:37-52 (No. 44) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
August 13, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

John 7:37–52: "On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 
Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 
Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division among the people over him. 
Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. The officers then came to the 
chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” The officers 
answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also 
been deceived? Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd that 
does not know the law is accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one 
of them, said to them, “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning 
what he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises 
from Galilee.”"  

It’s been a couple of weeks now, since we were last studying chapter 7, so I want to remind us of 
the context of our passage and bring up to speed those who haven’t been with us. 

Chapter 7 takes place about 6 months before the cross.  Jesus has left Galilee for the last time and 
come to Jerusalem for the Feast of Booths.  The Feast of Booths was the most popular of the 
Jewish feasts. It was the favorite.  The Feast took place in the fall (late-September, early 
October), after the harvest and when the air was turning cooler.  Jews would travel from all 
around to Jerusalem for a week-long celebration. 

The Feast of Booths was one of the feasts commanded by God in the Old Testament.  The 
original purpose of the Feast was to commemorate God’s provision for Israel when Israel came 
out of Egypt.  One way they commemorated God’s faithfulness was by erecting small booths—
or tents—made of branches and leaves and camping out in them throughout the feast week.  The 
people had fun with it. Everyone in Jerusalem was sleeping in their homemade booths as a 
reenactment of Israel coming out of Egypt and sleeping in their tents.  So it was also called the 
Feast of Tabernacles.  
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Since the Feast came at the end of the harvest season, when all the grains and olives and other 
produce had been gathered up, the Feast also became a harvest celebration as they thanked God.  
And for that reason, it had a third name: the Feast of Ingathering.  So it was a week-long, joyous 
festival of thanksgiving to God. 

The Feast also had other special traditions, one of which was a lighting ceremony that we’ll learn 
about in chapter 8, and another was a water-drawing ceremony.  It’s the water-drawing ceremony 
that is important for our passage.   

For the water-drawing ceremony, each day of the Feast at dawn, priests would make their way 
from the temple down to the southern part of the city to the Pool of Siloam.  As they went, the 
festival crowds would follow in happy procession.  When they reached the pool, an appointed 
priest would fill a golden pitcher with water from the pool and then they would all start back to 
the temple.  As they went back, the crowds would sing the song of Isaiah 12 with its central 
chorus, “With joy you [all] will draw water from the wells of salvation.”  So the water-drawing 
was a picture of drawing from the well of salvation.  It was a jubilant parade, looking forward to 
the salvation of God. 

When they reached the temple, they entered through the gate known as the Water Gate, and 
gather around the altar in the courtyard. The temple choir would sing Psalms 113 to 118, known 
as the Egyptian Hallel (Heb., “praise”). It’s the root of the word Hallelujah.  As the choir sang, 
the crowds would participate and there would be shouts of, “Give thanks to the Lord!” and “Save 
us, O Lord!” 

Then the priest would take the daily wine offering and pour it into one bowl and take the golden 
pitcher filled with water from the pool and pour it into another bowl.  The ritual was a way to 
remember that when Israel was in the wilderness and dying of thirst, God gave a gift of water 
from a rock (Exodus 17:1-6).  So both the sleeping in tents and the water-drawing both were to 
remind them of God’s provision. 

The water-drawing ceremony also had significance to them personally.  Water in those days in 
that arid climate was a daily struggle. They had to go to wells to get water. They were dependent 
on the rains to grow their crops. 

You probably haven’t thanked God for water recently, but it was a major prayer request for 
them.  So the people were keenly aware of the blessing of water and the need of water for their 
harvest and daily life.  Water also had special significance to Jerusalem.  Old Testament 
prophecies said that one day Jerusalem would have mighty rivers flowing from it. 

For example, Zechariah 14:8: "On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of 
them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in 
winter” (see also Ezekiel 47:1-12).  They would even recite this passage and others during the  
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Feast.  Without water, everything and everyone would die.  To have water meant life.  To not 
have water meant death.  So they gave thanks to God for the life he gave and the food he 
supplied through the blessing of rain and water. 

And this whole pageant occurred every day of the Feast.  The Feast lasted seven days.  
Technically, there was an additional eighth day to the Feast that was a special Sabbath, but it 
seems that this water-drawing ceremony only occurred during the first 7 days.  But for seven 
days, the Jews celebrated life and gave thanks to God for water. 

Now that brings us to our passage, where we’ll see, first, Jesus’ invitation, and, second, the 
response to his invitation. 

I. THE INVITATION’S OFFER 

Verse 37 says that it was “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out. 
. .”  Whether “the great day” means the 7th day or the special 8th day, we can’t be dogmatic.  I 
tend to think it was the 7th day when the crowd would be at its largest. 

Jesus taught at the temple earlier in the week—in the middle of the week, according to verse 
14—and now on the last day, he stood up to teach again.  Perhaps Jesus stood up right when all 
this water-drawing ceremony was going on. 

He cried out.  That means, he proclaimed at the top of his voice so that everyone could hear him.  
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”  Water was on people’s minds.  And Jesus 
used the water-drawing ceremony as a metaphor to portray a spiritual truth about himself. 

He did something similar at the well in Samaria when he met the adulterous woman.  He used 
the act of drawing water from a well as a metaphor to teach her that whoever drinks of the water 
that he gives will never be thirsty again and that it will become in the one who drinks a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life (4:13-14). 

He does the same thing here.  He draws on the drama of the festival, with its focus on thanking 
God for sustaining life through water, and he makes a spiritual point about himself.  “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”  His words are reminiscent of Isaiah 55:1 “Come, 
everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.”  This is an invitation. 

It’s similar to what he told the mass of followers in Capernaum before they deserted him: 
“Whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (6:35).  But this time, his words go further.  Jesus 
doesn’t just give a spiritually thirsty soul something to drink, he makes plain that he is the water 
that satisfies the thirsty soul.  “Come to me and drink.”  He doesn’t just give water, he is the 
water.  He doesn’t satisfy the thirsty with something other than himself.  He gives himself as the 
thirst quencher.  This is just like his analogy with bread.  He doesn’t just give spiritual bread to 
the hungry soul, he said: “I am the bread of life” (6:35). 
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Your hunger is satisfied by feasting on Jesus. He doesn’t give you something else to snack on. 
You feed on Jesus to be satisfied.  In the same way, you drink of Jesus to satisfy your thirst.  
These are words inviting all who hear him to salvation. 

The crowds had heard or sung the words of the Hallel, “Save us, we pray, O Lord!” (Psalm 
118:25).   And here Jesus was answering their prayer by extending God’s offer of salvation to 
them.  Note the three elements to his invitation.  

First, the offer is extended to the thirsty.  Thirst is a craving. When you’re really thirsty, it’s all 
you can think about.  In order to accept Jesus’ invitation, you must be thirsty.  This is the only 
condition.  You must recognize your need for salvation. You must understand that there is 
something about you that needs saving.  You must long for God to save you.  You must be aware 
of your sin and that your sin has offended the Holy God.  There must be a thirst for God and his 
holiness.   

This is where we must start in the gospel.  You can’t jump into the benefits of salvation without 
demonstrating the need for salvation.  You can’t extend the offer to come to Jesus without 
starting with the reason they need to come.  The reason people come to Christ is because they are 
thirsty.  If they aren’t thirsty, they won’t come.  But to anyone who is thirsty, Jesus calls out, 
“Come!” 

“Come” is the second element of his invitation and it involves movement toward Jesus.  To come 
is to move toward Jesus as the source of what you need—spiritual life.  Coming to Jesus is to go 
to him with your whole heart and your whole will—all you know of yourself, brought in worship 
to Jesus.  To come to Jesus is to abandon yourself and your former way of living. It is to 
repent—to turn—from your sin and to go to Jesus as the only one who will satisfy your soul.  

And then, thirdly, “drink.”  To drink means to take in. Take in Jesus. Wholeheartedly receive 
him. Embrace him. Avail yourself of him. Accept the gift he offers.  A river of clean water does 
a man dying of thirst no good unless he drinks. 

So there’s an outline for you to share the gospel:  First, there must be thirst (that’s the only 
condition for receiving salvation).  Then, come away from yourself and your sin and come to 
Jesus as the satisfier of your soul.  Finally, drink, receiving who he is as Savior and Lord. 

This is all simply an illustration of what it means to believe in Jesus.  That’s the point he makes 
in the next verse: “Whoever believes in me.” To believe in Jesus is to thirst, come, and drink. 

And look at the result of believing in Jesus: 

John 7:38: "Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.’”"  
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By drinking of Jesus—by believing in him—we receive all the benefits of salvation—spiritual 
life in its fullest.  We are justified, sanctified, one day glorified, now adopted into his family, 
reconciled with the Father, guaranteed eternal life with God in heaven, and so on. 

But for the believer, this soul-satisfying drink doesn’t end there, it also gushes out into the world.  
“Out of his [the believer’s] heart will flow rivers of living water.”  That’s not a specific quote of 
Scripture, but a composite statement of several passages with the idea that you are blessed to be a 
blessing.  Jesus’ invitation is not just to spiritual life, but spiritual abundance that spills out into 
the world. 

Here’s how abundantly God will satisfy your soul by coming to Jesus.  He satisfies it to such an 
extent that you become not a pool, but a river; not a bucket, but a fountain.  You are blessed by 
God to be a blessing to others and the world benefits from the spiritual life you’ve been given. 

It’s sad how so many who profess to be Christians don’t seem to live a life of spiritual 
abundance.  Their lives are so polluted by worldly desires, their hearts so drenched in the sewage 
of what they watch and listen to, that they aren’t a bursting river but a barely-noticeable trickle. 

And the reason is that they have grieved the Spirit in their actions and attitudes. They have not 
yielded to the Spirit, to do as he would have them to do in accordance with the word of God.  
They have not pursued holiness, as the Holy Spirit would have them, but pursued worldliness.  
They are not filled with the Spirit, even though they are indwelt by the Spirit. 

But the expectation is much different.  The believer has been blessed with spiritual abundance 
and should manifest spiritual abundance in holy conduct, godly attitudes, a sacrificial spirit, 
rigorous self-control, abounding hope, and so on. 

I’ve known a lot of Christians. I haven’t known a lot of Christians who gush.  But to be filled 
with the Spirit is to be one who has rivers of living water from the heart.   

And we know this is what Jesus meant, because John explains in verse 39: "Now this he said 
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."  

As yet on this last day of the feast, the Spirit hadn’t yet come to indwell those who believe in 
Christ.  But he would come once Jesus had ascended into heaven. He came in Acts 2 and 
following.  And now all who are truly Christians have the Spirit, as Paul warns in Romans 8:9: 
"Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him."  

What an amazing offer.  This is a generous invitation. Not simply an invitation to salvation, but 
an invitation to overflow. 

The invitation, however, had a mixed reception. 
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II. THE INVITATION’S RESPONSE 

In summary, the response to Jesus’ words is given in verse 43: "So there was a division among 
the people over him."  

Throughout this chapter, we’ve seen there to be much confusion over Jesus’ identity. 

• In verse 12, some thought he was a good man. 
• In the same verse, others thought he was leading people astray. 
• In verse 15, the religious leaders thought him to be uneducated and couldn’t understand 

how he knew the Scriptures so well when he had never studied in their schools. 
• In verse 20, the crowd thought Jesus was demon-possessed. 
• In verse 26, the residents of Jerusalem wondered aloud whether he really could be the 

Christ, before they quickly dismissed the idea. 
• In verse 31, many people believed in him. 
• In verse 32, the Pharisees sent officers to arrest him as a criminal. 

So the dominant theme in this chapter is confusion over Christ.  The question on everyone’s 
mind during the Feast of Booths that year was, who is Jesus?  All this confusion had now given 
way to division.  The lines were being drawn. People were picking sides.  That there was 
division means that people were making up their mind and sticking to it. There was a hardening 
of opinions. 

What caused all this division?  We find that what caused the division in chapter 7 is the same 
thing that caused a mass of disciples to turn on Jesus in chapter 6 in Capernaum.  The people 
turned on Jesus in chapter 6 when they heard his teaching. His words caused the division. 

And, now again, in chapter 7, what causes the division of the people?  Verse 40 provides the 
answers, “When they heard these words. . .”  The words of who? Jesus and his words in verses 
37-39.  His teaching divided the people.  And the division reached every level of society.  We’ll 
cover these verses quickly. 

In verses 40 to 44, we see the division among the people. 

A. DIVISION AMONG THE PEOPLE 

There appear to be four divided groups among the people.  First, there were those who 
considered Jesus to be the Prophet: 

Verse 40: “When they heard these words some of the people said, ‘This really is the Prophet.’” 

Jesus words made them think of Deuteronomy 18:18 when God promised, "I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and 
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he shall speak to them all that I command him."  So the Jews anticipated a Prophet like Moses to 
come and lead the people.  After hearing Jesus teach, some were so impressed by his heaven-sent 
words that they thought he must be the Prophet foretold.  They weren’t wrong. Jesus was the 
Prophet prophesied in Deuteronomy 18. But he was more than that.  And others in Jerusalem 
recognized this. 

Verse 41: “Others said, ‘This is the Christ.’” 

This was the second group.  This second group understood Jesus more truly, I think, than the 
first.  They went further and saw in Jesus their hope of salvation, their long-expected Messiah. 

Then there was a third group who didn’t believe Jesus to be either the Christ or the Prophet. 

John 7:41b–42: "But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said 
that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 
David was?”"  

Their first question is worded in such a way that the Greek expects the answer to be no (“The 
Christ doesn’t come from Galilee, does he?”)  They correctly understood the Scriptures teaching 
in one sense: that the Christ would come from Bethlehem, the village where David was born, and 
that the Christ would come in the line of David (see Psalm 89:3-4; Micah 5:2).  Bethlehem was 
in the region of Judea, not Galilee.  They thought Jesus was from Galilee. Therefore, he couldn’t 
be the Christ, they thought, because he was a Galilean. 

But they didn’t know Jesus well enough.  He was born in Bethlehem, but he grew up in Nazareth 
in Galilee.  So he did meet the qualification. 

This third group was probably the Jerusalemites of 7:25-27. Their reasoning for rejecting Jesus 
as the Christ was essentially the same. 

John 7:25–27: "Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they 
seek to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? But we know where this man comes from, and 
when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.”"  

Further evidence that this third group was the residents of Jerusalem is that they sound very 
much like the Pharisees in verse 52, who would have been very influential among the residents.  
In verse 52, the Pharisees reject Jesus because they say that “no prophet arises from Galilee,” 
much less the Christ. 

Then there was a fourth group who wanted Jesus arrested. 

John 7:44: "Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him."  
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These were also probably a subset of the third group—the residents of Jerusalem.  They wanted 
to end this dispute with quick action—arrest him as a criminal and let the trial system sort it all 
out.  No attempt to arrest him is described, just that they had the will to do it. 

So these four groups of people represent a spectrum of opinions among the people about Jesus.  

B. DIVISION AMONG THE AUTHORITIES 

There was also division among the authorities in verse 45-52.  In verse 45, we learn that the 
officers who the Pharisees had sent to arrest Jesus in verse 32, returned without arresting him.  
The officers, remember, were the temple guard, who policed the temple on behalf of the 
authorities, to maintain order. 

John 7:45: "The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did 
you not bring him?”"  

The Pharisees want to know where is he?  We gave you an order! What’s your explanation for 
not bringing him to us? 

John 7:46: "The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!”"  

Now the officers weren’t just some sort of brute force.  They were chosen from among the 
Levities and were religiously trained. They had heard others teach at the temple before.  But 
there was something much different about Jesus.  They had never heard anyone like him. They 
were deeply impressed with him. They were moved to some extent by his words.  He taught as 
no one else taught. In fact, these officers spoke better than they knew (lit.: “no man ever spoke as 
he does.”).  Truly, no man has ever spoken like him because Jesus is no mere man. He is God.  
Even these officers could sense the difference. 

The officers’ response only enraged the Pharisees more. 

John 7:47: "The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived?” 

They were mocking the officers.  Have you been fooled too? Surely, no thinking person 
religiously trained could believe Jesus.  They continued, v. 48: “Have any of the authorities or 
the Pharisees believed in him?”  The elites knew better. None of the people who know the law 
believe in Jesus, why would anyone else?  They considered themselves far superior to the 
people.  They said, “But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” 

The word “crowd” is condescending. It means, the mob, the rabble.  They say the rabble out 
there who are following Jesus are accursed, or damned. They don’t know the law.  The 
insinuation is that the officers came under Jesus’ spell and were no better than the mob in their 
discernment. 
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But then one of the Pharisees spoke up.  

John 7:50–51: "Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 
“Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?”"  

Remember from chapter 3 that Nicodemus was a prominent member of the Pharisees.  He is 
called “the teacher of Israel” (3:10), indicating how well respected he was.  In chapter 3, he came 
to Jesus secretly at night to talk with him.  No indication is given that Nicodemus believed in 
Jesus after talking with him.  And here in chapter 7, we have no reason to think he believes in 
Jesus yet.  But he does raise a procedural point of order.  You can’t condemn a man you haven’t 
tried. They had a rule about that.  Perhaps Nicodemus was warming to Jesus. Perhaps he wanted 
to examine Jesus’ claims more carefully under trial.  But this won’t be the last we hear of him. 

The Pharisees responded to Nicodemus with ridicule (v. 52): “Are you from Galilee too? Search 
and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”"  

Their rage has caused them to speak falsely.  The prophets Nahum, Elijah, and Jonah all came 
from Galilee. Surely they knew that. They were experts, after all.  But they did what angry 
people do: they distorted the facts or willfully ignored counterarguments or just outright lied.  So 
among the authorities there was a spectrum of opinion about Jesus as there was among the 
people. 

CONCLUSION 

For the most part, it’s a sad response to Jesus’ glorious invitation.  He offered them all spiritual 
abundance and most of them rejected his offer.  Only one of the groups saw him as the Christ.  
But the offer that Jesus gave then is the offer he gives now.  All whose soul is spiritually thirsty 
can come to Jesus and drink and find satisfaction for their parched soul. 

We understand that better this side of the cross. We understand that Jesus’ death on the cross was 
for our sin and that by believing in him, his death can be our redemption.  And those who drink 
of Jesus will become as rivers of rushing water as they yield to the Spirit, becoming a blessing to 
all those around them. 

Isn’t that what you want to be? I know you do.  So walk in step with the Spirit by obeying God’s 
word and let the Spirit use you as he will. 
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