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I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
John 8:12-20 (No. 47) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
November 5, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

Recap 

When we last studied John’s Gospel, we were in chapter 7 and Jesus arrived to Jerusalem for the 
annual Feast of Booths—the highlight celebration on the Jewish festival calendar.  Jerusalem 
was packed with pilgrims from afar who had come to remember God’s provision for Israel in the 
wilderness and to give thanks to God now that the harvest was in.  The Feast of Booths (also 
called, Tabernacles or Ingathering) lasted seven days plus an extra day.  The time of year was 
late-September or October; the air was cool; the days were getting shorter. It was the last biblical 
festival of the year and a time of joy. 

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, he came quietly.  Even before he came, he was the talk of the 
town. Everyone in the streets and in the temple and in the homes were discussing: Who is he?  
The crowds and authorities had heard about Jesus, yet there was much confusion about him.  

Jesus broke his silence in the middle of the Feast (7:14) when he went to the temple and began 
teaching.  His teaching only inflamed those who hated him and confused those who didn’t know 
him.  By the end of chapter 7, the confusion gave way to division (7:43) and the crowds and 
authorities were picking sides.  The situation was becoming more heated. The more Jesus taught, 
the more his critics raged. 

They had already disparaged him: 

7:12: some said Jesus was leading the people astray; 

7:15: the authorities said he was uneducated; 

7:20: the crowd said he was demon possessed; 

7:26: Jerusalemites dismissed the idea that he was the Christ; 

7:32, 44: his rivals desired to arrest him. 

At the end of chapter 7, which actually ends in verse 52, the story picks up in your Bible in 8:12.  
As I’ve explained in previous sermons, the section of 7:53–8:11 is not original to the Gospel of 
John. It is probably a story about Jesus that happened, but John didn’t write it, it isn’t inspired, 
and therefore isn’t God’s word. So while the story of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery is 
true-to-life, it doesn’t belong here. 

So the narrative that the Apostle John wrote continues without break from 7:52 to 8:12.  So as 
we pick up the story in 8:12, the scene is the temple at the end of the Feast of Booths (7:37). 
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Text 

John 8:12–20: "Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” So the Pharisees said to him, 
“You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus answered, “Even if I 
do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I 
am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. You judge according to 
the flesh; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who 
judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people 
is true. I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness 
about me.” They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” These words he 
spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had 
not yet come."  

Setting 

I want to draw your attention, first, to verse 20, where John gives us the setting of Jesus’ 
proclamation and the dispute that ensues. 

John 8:20: "These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested 
him, because his hour had not yet come."  

We read at the end of chapter 7 that the authorities had actually sent temple guards to arrest 
Jesus, but they were so impressed with his teaching that they refused.  Even though Jesus was 
literally next door to where the Jewish authorities met, he would not be arrested until it was 
God’s timing (i.e., six months later). 

The temple was the place where he taught during the Feast. His decision to preach there no doubt 
was aimed at reaching the maximum number of people.  The temple had a number of courtyards 
that surrounded it.  Closest to the temple itself was the Court of the Israelites. Only Jewish men 
could enter into this courtyard. From there, they could observe the priests make sacrifices. 

Outside the gate of that courtyard was the Court of Women. As the name implies, this was the 
furthest in that a Jewish woman could go.  The Court of Women had a number of important 
features.  For one, under the colonnades of the courtyard were 13 trumpet-shaped boxes where 
offerings were collected.  This area was known as the treasury, even though the actual depository 
where money was sorted and stored was adjacent to the Court of Women.  It was here that Jesus 
and his disciples observed the poor widow put her last two small copper coins into the offering 
box (Mk. 12:41-42).  And it was here, “in the treasury,” verse 20 says, that Jesus spoke. 

There was another interesting feature in the Court of Women that was particularly important 
during the Feast of Booths.  Inside the court were four massive lamp-stands—estimated to be 
more than 80 feet tall. They were covered in gold and shimmered in the light.  On top of the 
lamp-stands were four, large golden bowls.  At the beginning of the Feast, young men climbed 
ladders to reach the top, poured oil into the bowls, and lit them.  At night, it was said that the 
light was so bright, there was no court in Jerusalem that wasn’t lit by their brightness.  

During the festival nights, even the most respectable of men would grab torches and dance  
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below the lamp-stands. The temple chorus too would sing songs of praise. Others brought 
trumpets, cymbals, tambourines, and musical instruments without number.   

Again, the Feast of Booths was a celebration of God’s provision for Israel when they had 
wandered the wilderness.  Do you remember how God led them?  In Exodus 13:21, Moses 
records that the Lord led them at night by a pillar of fire so that they would have light to travel. 

This lighting of the lamp-stands was a way to remember those days—a way to remember how 
the Lord led them and they followed.  There’s some debate about whether the lamps were lit 
every night.  Some evidence suggests that the flames were extinguished before the last day of the 
Feast, so that the final night was in darkness. 

In 8:12, the end of the Feast had come and Jesus was there below the lamp-stands when he said: 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.”"  Jesus is the light that they were looking for.  If the lamp-stands were in fact 
extinguished, what a contrast Jesus made.  “I am” is in the present tense— I am the light that 
never goes out. 

What does light do?  Light brings life. Without light, we would all die. Plants would die. 
Animals would die.  Jesus brings spiritual life.  John writes in 1:4, “In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men.” 

Light also exposes darkness.  Even a candle in a dark room exposes an otherwise pitch-black 
room.  Jesus’ teaching and life expose those who do not love God. 

John writes in 3:19-20: "Light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed."  

Furthermore, light dispels darkness.  When light comes, darkness is driven out.  As one pastor 
has said, for those who follow him, Jesus dispels the darkness of falsehood by being the light of 
truth; he dispels the darkness of ignorance by being the light of wisdom; he dispels the darkness 
of impurity by being the light of holiness; he dispels the darkness of sorrow by being the light of 
joy; he dispels the darkness of death by being the light of life.  John writes in 1:5: "The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."  

This was the man who stood before the Jews.  And yet he wasn’t just a man. He was the I AM.  
He stood before them as the light. But not a light only for the Jews, but a light “of the world” for 
the world.  That phrasing couldn’t be lost on the Jews as to what Jesus was claiming.   

The prophet Isaiah frequently spoke of the coming Messiah.  In Isaiah 42:6, God calls out to the 
coming Messiah: "“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 
hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,"  

And then again in Isaiah 49:6: “I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.”"  Jesus was claiming for himself to be the Messiah.  He took what 
were recognized Messianic texts and applied them to himself.  Look what else he claims for 
himself: “Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”"  
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Jesus is the light, and this light moves.  Just as ancient Israel was able to travel at night by the 
pillar of fire as they followed the Lord, so everyone who follows Jesus will not walk in darkness, 
but have the light that leads them to eternal life. 

The symbolism in chapters 6–8 is fascinating:  

In chapter 6, Jesus says that he is the bread of life that came from heaven. He is the manna of 
heaven. Just as Israel was fed in the wilderness by God through the provision of manna to live, 
so everyone who feeds on the provision of God in Jesus will live. 

In chapter 7, Jesus says that if anyone thirsts to come to him and drink. He is the water in a dry 
land. Just as Israel’s thirst in the wilderness was quenched by the water from a rock, so everyone 
who drinks of Jesus will live. 

And now in chapter 8, whoever follows this pillar of fire will be led to life. 

Jesus says that there are only two alternatives in life: (1) follow me and you won’t walk in 
darkness; or (2) don’t follow me and you’ll only walk in darkness.  Follow Jesus and you’ll be 
led out of the darkness falsehood, ignorance, impurity, sorrow, and death.  He—and he alone— 
knows the way to the Father’s house. 

To follow Jesus means to commit your way to him—to give yourself totally to him.  To follow 
Jesus is to follow him savingly—putting your only hope in him.  Jesus told his disciples in Luke 
9:23: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me." That was a call to follow him savingly. 

So Jesus is the light of the world who must be followed.  He said this in the hearing of the 
Pharisees. They weren’t following him, but condemning him and chastising him.  So though it is 
mainly a call to follow him, it is also an implicit indictment against the Pharisees.  They refused 
to come to him and they felt the sting of his words. They understood that he was saying they—as 
the rulers of Israel and the supposed experts of God’s law—do not have the light of life, but walk 
in darkness because they do not follow Jesus. 

They hated the charge against them, so they challenged his evidence.  They did so by attempting 
to throw out, so to speak, his testimony:  

John 8:13: "So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your 
testimony is not true.”"  

Over and over, John presents his Gospel almost like an unfolding trial.  The Jews condemned 
Jesus as if he were guilty.  But what they didn’t understand was that it wasn’t Jesus on trial. They 
were on trial. Their false judgment against Jesus was their condemnation. 

So for 21 chapters, John presents the evidence that Jesus is who he claimed to be—God and 
Messiah.  Here, the Pharisees disregard Jesus’ astonishing claim by claiming his testimony is 
inadmissible. 

I didn’t do a lot of trial work as an attorney, but I recall working as associate counsel on a case 
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 that was ready for trial and we decided we needed to convince the judge that certain evidence 
against our client shouldn’t be used at trial because it would be highly prejudicial and not 
relevant to the issues at hand.  So before the trial began, we filed motions in limine—motions 
requesting that the evidence be ruled inadmissible and therefore not evidence the jury would 
hear. 

In the Pharisees case, that’s what they were attempting here.  They were already trying him. 
They were saying to Jesus, your claims about yourself are inadmissible because you’re testifying 
about yourself.  In other words, your indictment against us—that we’re walking in darkness 
because we’re not following you—is invalid because your testimony about yourself is invalid. 

They had rules about what testimony was admissible in a trial.  Jesus alluded to that in verse 17: 
“In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true.”  The word “true” doesn’t 
mean the testimony has been conclusively established, it means that the testimony of two is 
valid, whereas the testimony of one was invalid.  In certain cases, the Old Testament law 
mandated that only upon the evidence of two or more witnesses could a charge be established. 

For example, in Deuteronomy 19:15: "“A single witness shall not suffice against a person for 
any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the 
evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established” (cf. 17:6). 

Perhaps the Jews at this time had expanded the rule so that every fact had to be established by 
two witnesses, not just charges of a crime.  Regardless, they said that his testimony was invalid 
because he was testifying about himself. 

Previously, Jesus said in John 5:31: "If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not 
true."  But what he meant there was that if his testimony about himself was different than the 
Father’s testimony, then his testimony wouldn’t be true. God never lies. If he said something 
“alone”—that differed from the Father’s—then he would be wrong.  But Jesus went on to make 
the point that his testimony always agreed with the Father so his testimony was always true. 

He does the same here: 

John 8:14: "Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going." 

Where did he come from? From the Father’s side.  Where was he going? To the Father’s side.  
His origin and his destination inform us of who he is.  He is God. And if anyone could give 
testimony about himself, it would be God.  God’s testimony about himself must be admissible, 
otherwise we’d know nothing about him. Who else can tell us about God but God himself? 

Because the Jews didn’t accept who Jesus was, they disregarded his testimony.  If they accepted 
who he was, then they’d have no problem accepting whatever he said as true.  Their problem was 
that they did not believe in him. 

So their first line of defense in his indictment against them was to get the evidence thrown out. 
Attack his testimony at the point of admissibility.  But Jesus was having none of it.  He charges  
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them with ignorance: “You do not know where I come from or where I am going.”  They didn’t 
even know the basic facts about him.  Why didn’t they know? What was the source of their 
ignorance?  Jesus said in 7:17: “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the 
teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.”  In other words, had they 
desired to obey God, the truthfulness and authority of Jesus’ teaching would be obvious.  
Fundamentally, they had no will to obey God, so their unbelief and disobedience caused their 
ignorance.  They were willfully ignorant because they were unbelieving. Their unbelief caused 
them to disregard the obvious evidence about Jesus. 

They were willfully ignorant of where he came from on earth.  They thought he came from 
Galilee because his hometown was Nazareth. But he was born in Bethlehem in Judea, and a 
check of the temple records could have confirmed that. 

They were also willfully ignorant of his heavenly origin.  His miracles were known. They had 
seen him heal the lame man by the Pool of Bethesda just outside the temple complex a year and a 
half earlier. His miracles were indisputable.  And he repeatedly said he was sent from the Father. 
The prophet, John the Baptist, confirmed his testimony. All the Old Testament prophecies 
pointed to him as the Messiah.  But they willfully ignored where he was from and where he was 
headed. 

Jesus said in verse 15: "You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one."  Judging according to 
the flesh is worse than judging by appearances (7:24).  Their fallen nature is their standard of 
judgment.  Jesus said, “I judge no one.” What he meant was that, “In the way you judge me, I 
judge no one that way. I don’t judge people according to a fallen nature. I judge rightly.”  Their 
judgment was corrupt because their standard was corrupt. 

He went on to say, “Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, 
but I and the Father who sent me.”  There it is again: my judgment lines up with the Father’s 
judgment. My judgment is true because it is the Father’s judgment. We agree. We say the same 
thing.  Again, he said in verse 17: “In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is 
true.”  It’s almost as if Jesus takes that as a challenge: “If your standard is to only allow evidence 
that is established by two people, then I’ll give you two witnesses. Me and my Father.” 

Verse 18: “I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness about me.”  There are your two witnesses.  If they would have understood who his 
Father was, the trial would be over.  But in their willful ignorance, they challenged him. 

Verse 19: “They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?”  In other words, “Produce your 
witness, Jesus. If your father is going to testify on your behalf, where is he?” 

By this time in Jesus’ ministry, his earthly father, Joseph, is never mentioned. What happened to 
him? Presumably he died.  Whether the Pharisees knew that or not, we can’t say for sure.  Given 
their level of wickedness, I think they probably did know that and asked him this question in 
hope that they would emotionally wound him.  Later on in this chapter (8:41), they take what 
appears to be another shot at Jesus’ earthly parents.  But Jesus ignored their jab and got to the 
root issue: “Jesus answered, ‘You know neither me nor my Father.  If you knew me, you would  
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know my Father also.’”  He was saying, “You don’t know me. And you don’t know God. If you 
knew me, you would know God. I am the perfect revelation of God.”  Jesus reveals the Father. In 
Matthew 11:27, Jesus said, “No one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him.”  The only way to know God is to know Jesus. Only through Jesus is 
Father-God known. 

CONCLUSION 

So by any standard used, Jesus’ testimony is valid.  If he testifies on his own behalf, it’s valid 
because he is God and his testimony is the same as the Father’s.  And the Father also is a second 
witness about who Jesus is. 

But there’s something surprising about this passage that we haven’t mentioned.  The passage 
begins with Jesus’ proclamation that he is the light of the world.  But once the Jews challenge 
him on his testimony, he never mentions light again in this whole chapter.  It’s as if their 
challenges derailed his message.  Or did they? Did they move him off message or did Jesus end 
up proving his point? 

What helped me to decide is that in chapter 9, on the way out of the temple, Jesus passed a blind 
man and healed him.  The Pharisees found out about it and put the healed man under inquisition.  
They became so upset with him, because he kept giving Jesus honor, that they threw him out. 

Afterwards, Jesus found the man and said to him, “For judgment I came into this world, that 
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind” (9:39).  Jesus’ point was 
that the Pharisees were the blind ones. They were spiritually blind. 

What’s the evidence of that?  The evidence is that Jesus came as the light of the world, and they 
could not see him for who he is.  Light by its very nature gives evidence that it is light by 
shining.  In other words, light is self-evidencing. 

If we were in a dark room and you asked me, “Is there any light in here?”  My answer would be, 
“If you have eyes to see and there is light, then you’ll see light and know.”  In the same way, 
Jesus’ claims about himself are self-evidencing.  By Jesus’ very nature, he gives proof that his 
claims are true. 

Listen to his words. Observe his actions. If you want to know who Jesus is, come to him and see. 
He is the best proof of who he is.  If you aren’t spiritually blind, you’ll see Jesus for who he is.  
But if you are spiritually blind, you will not see the light of Jesus even if he is in front of your 
face. 

Do you know what chapter 8 is all about?  It’s all about showing that the Pharisees were walking 
in darkness because they were blind to see who Jesus was.  The whole chapter is an illustration 
that those who walk in darkness do so because they do not follow Jesus.  Jesus is the light of the 
world.  He is the self-evidencing light who leads out of darkness.  Whoever follows him will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  Come to Jesus and see for yourself. 
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