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INTRODUCTION 

I said last week that there is a dark cloud that hangs over the gospel of John—Israel’s rejection of 
Jesus as their Messiah and Savior.  But even as Jesus is rejected again and again by his people, 
he is again and again presented as the light—the one who shines and reveals the only way to 
heaven.   

In 1:4, he is called the “light of men.”  In 8:12, he calls himself “the light of the world” and that 
whoever follows him will not walk in darkness.  In 12:35-36, he calls out to the unbelieving 
crowd, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest 
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 
While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

Jesus came to be the light so that we would not walk in darkness.  One of the implications of that 
is that his light helps us to see reality—the way things truly are, who God really is, and who we 
really are.  But if you are spiritually blind—walking in darkness, you can’t see the world in light 
of God’s truth.  You can’t see God as he really is.  You can’t see yourself as you really are.   

Those who are religious and spiritually blind are the worst off.  They believe that God’s light 
shines on them, even while they are in darkness.  Characteristic of the spiritually blind who are 
religious is that they have a false assurance that God is on their side and that everything will turn 
out ok.  But Jesus never gave the crowds false assurance of salvation.  He never told those 
walking in darkness that everything was going to turn out ok.  Instead, he confronted them in 
their darkness.  He purposely knocked away all false assurances of security. 

It’s no wonder that the crowds turned on him quickly, because another characteristic of the 
spiritually blind who are religious is that—not only do they have a false assurance that God is on 
their side—they take great offense if you say otherwise.  If ever the Jews were offended at Jesus, 
they were offended at what he said in the passage we are studying.  They were offended because 
Jesus proved that they weren’t who they thought they were.  He exposed them and confronted 
them with their true spiritual condition. 

Text 

John 8:37–47: "I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my 
word finds no place in you. I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you 
have heard from your father.” They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, 
“If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, but now you seek 
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 
You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual 
immorality. We have one Father—even God.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 
Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are 
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of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, 
you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not 
believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.”"  

Recap 

Remember that throughout this chapter, Jesus exposes the blindness of the Jews.  They claimed 
to have spiritual insight, but they had no spiritual sight.  They claimed to be heirs of God, but 
they did not know the one God sent.  They claimed to be righteous, but they wanted to kill the 
Righteous One. 

They thought that they were spiritually superior because they were in the line of Abraham and 
were God’s children.  But Jesus says that in reality they are children of the devil.  That’s true of 
all who do not trust in Christ. 

There are two families in the world—the family of God and the family of Satan.  God is the 
creator of all people. But not everyone is a child of God. Only those who have been spiritually 
born of God are children of God. 

In their spiritual pride, these unbelieving Jews who were before Jesus thought they had the best 
paternity.  They were sure they were from the best spiritual family.  So when Jesus said in verse 
38, “I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your 
father,” they were ready to defend themselves.  If the issue was who had the better father, they 
thought they had the evidence that would prove their spiritual superiority and righteousness. 

But who was their father? 

I. THEIR FATHER WAS NOT ABRAHAM 

The Jews responded in verse 39, “Abraham is our father.”  Abraham’s name comes up again and 
again in this chapter.  In verse 33, they said they were “offspring of Abraham.”  In verse 37, 
Jesus affirmed that, at least in one sense, that was true.  In the verses that follow our passage, the 
Jews take offense at Jesus’ claim to be greater than Abraham and to pre-exist Abraham (vv. 52-
53, 56-58).   

Why were the Jews so eager to connect their spiritual heritage with Abraham?  For the simple 
reason that God made a covenant with Abraham and promised to be his God and the God of his 
offspring.  God said to Abraham in Genesis 17:7: "And I will establish my covenant between me 
and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your offspring after you."  So they connected their spiritual heritage with 
Abraham because God said that the descendants of Abraham would have a unique relationship 
with him.  They would have a unique spiritual standing as heirs of the promises given to 
Abraham, which included God being their God, God giving them the land, and God eternally 
blessing them.  The Jews reasoned that since they were the physical descendants of Abraham, the 
promises given to Abraham applied to them as his offspring.  Therefore, they believed they had a  
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superior spiritual standing. If God would accept anyone into his kingdom, surely it would be 
them, so they thought.  And truly they were physical descendants of Abraham.  They made that 
claim in verse 33 and Jesus affirmed it in verse 37, “I know that you are offspring of Abraham.” 

But in another sense—in the sense that really mattered—they weren’t children of Abraham and 
therefore not heirs of the promises.  Jesus said, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be 
doing the works Abraham did.”  The way the Greek is worded the nuance is this: “If you were 
Abraham’s children—and you’re not—you would be doing the works Abraham did.” 

Jesus was saying that if they were truly the spiritual heirs of Abraham, they would bear the 
marks of his fatherhood.  Their conduct would resemble Abraham’s. Like father, like son.  They 
would be “doing the works Abraham did.” 

What were the works Abraham did? That is, what were the most prominent features of his life as 
recorded in Scripture?  Two character traits stand out.  The character trait given the greatest 
emphasis in Scripture is that Abraham believed God.  When God made his covenant with 
Abraham and promised him that even in his old age, he would have a son and his offspring 
would be as numerous as the stars, Moses writes of Abraham in Genesis 15:6: "He believed the 
LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness." 

Abraham is featured in Paul’s writings as a model of trusting God. Before the Law was given, 
Abraham trusted God and his trust was counted as righteousness. 

Romans 4:3: "What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness.”"  

Paul quotes this same passage in Galatians 3:6.  Believing in God is the way we are justified 
before God and Abraham’s faith was an early example of that principle. 

Related to believing God’s word, a second trait that stands out in Abraham’s life is that he 
listened to the voice of God and obeyed him.  After Abraham died leaving behind Isaac as his 
heir of the promises, God repeated the promises to Isaac and said in Genesis 26:4, “In your 
offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and 
kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”"  Abraham was obedient to 
what God commanded of him.  And Abraham’s obedience resulted in the blessing being passed 
on to Isaac as the new heir of the promises. 

The book of Hebrews brings together in one passage these two featured character traits of 
Abraham—his trust in God and his obedience to God: 

Hebrews 11:8–10, 17-18: "By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God. . . . By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was 
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”"  
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Abraham is shown to be a man who walked by faith and in his trust obeyed the voice of God.  
The true spiritual descendants of Abraham are those who are marked by the same character traits.  
Like father, like son. True children of Abraham trust and obey God’s voice. 

Paul demonstrates that this has always been the case.   

In Romans 2:28–29, he writes: “No one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter.”  

And in Romans 9:6–8, he writes: “Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and 
not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 
God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.”  

Only those who trust and obey God are children of Abraham.  And since the coming of Christ, 
our trust must be in the One God has sent, Jesus Christ.  Paul writes in Galatians 3:7: "Know 
then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham."  

Galatians 3:29: "If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
promise."  

If you have trusted in Christ, you are more a Jew and a child of Abraham than those who were at 
the temple in John 8 who were physically descended from Abraham.  These Jews before Jesus 
bore no likeness to Abraham. They did not trust and obey the voice of God who was speaking to 
them. 

Jesus proved it in the next verse (v. 40): “Now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the 
truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did."  He says, “Rather than trusting and 
obeying the words I have told you—which are God’s words—you are seeking to kill me.”  How 
much more unlike Abraham can they be? They weren’t Abraham’s spiritual heirs. 

Way back when John the Baptist announced Jesus as the coming Messiah, he warned the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, “Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham” (Matthew 
3:9).  God can make anyone a spiritual heir of Abraham, so don’t presume on your physical 
ancestor as a spiritual advantage.  Children of Abraham trust and obey God’s word.  But these 
Jews did neither. Instead, Jesus said (v. 41a), “You are doing the works your father did.” 

Once again, the question is this: who was the father of these Jews? 

II. THEIR FATHER WAS NOT GOD 

They said in reply to Jesus (v. 41b): “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one 
Father—even God.”"  At first glance, the first line of their response is strange. “We were not 
born of sexual immorality.”  Where’d that come from? No one was claiming they were. Why did 
they say that?  I think there are two layers of meaning.  It is both defense and offense.  On the 
defensive side, it is an answer to Jesus’ charge that they aren’t Abraham’s spiritual children. 
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If Abraham isn’t their spiritual father, though they claim he is, then they must have another 
father.  Sexual immorality is where illegitimate children come from. So it’s a play on that idea. 
They were saying they weren’t illegitimate spiritual children.  

On the offensive side, perhaps it’s an accusation against Jesus.  Likely they had heard the story 
about Jesus’ miraculous birth—that Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit and not by Joseph—and 
they weren’t buying it.  Their theory? Jesus was the offspring of an illicit relationship.  If anyone 
had two fathers, it was Jesus—the one that sired him and the one that raised him.  But as for 
themselves, they claimed to have as pure a lineage as one could get.  They had one Father—God 
himself. They were God’s children. 

They completely ignored the accusation that they were attempting to kill Jesus. They don’t deny 
it. They don’t address it.  Instead, they escalate their claims. They have a Father superior to even 
Abraham. Their Father is God.  But once again, Jesus disproves their claim. 

8:42: "Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God 
and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me."  

Love is the test. If you claim to be God’s spiritual child, then you must love the one God sent.  
After all, Jesus is the Son of God.  If you reject him, you reject God.  Love is the mark of one 
who is a child of God. 

The Apostle John wrote in his first epistle: "Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 
been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him” (1 
John 5:1).  If you don’t love Jesus, then you aren’t God’s child. 

III. THEIR FATHER WAS THE DEVIL 

This time, Jesus didn’t wait for their reply. He asked them a question.. 

8:43: “Why do you not understand what I say?” 

This wasn’t a question Jesus didn’t know the answer to.  It was a rhetorical question designed to 
finally lead to the answer of the question that has been in the background the whole time: who 
was the father of these unbelieving Jews?  By understand, he means more than why didn’t they 
comprehend his teaching.  By understand he means to accept and believe his word. 

Why didn’t they understand?  It wasn’t for lack of intelligence.  It wasn’t because Jesus was a 
poor communicator.  There was a spiritual reason.  He gives four reasons that are layered in their 
causality. 

First, he said (v. 43b), “It is because you cannot bear to hear my word.”  “Bear to hear” means 
they weren’t willing to heed what he said. They couldn’t stand it. They couldn’t tolerate his 
word. They were unwilling to hear and accept that what he said was true.  Again, they were 
unlike Abraham, who obeyed the voice of God. They were unwilling to obey God’s word.  At 
their core, they did not desire to obey God. 

Second, he said (v. 44), “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s  
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desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is  
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies.” 

Jesus finally revealed their true father. Their father was the devil.  He was saying, “You are the 
devil’s very offspring—not children of Abraham, not children of God, but children of the devil.”   

Here is the deepest reason they didn’t believe Jesus’ word.  They had a different father. They 
were from a family that opposes God.  Their will was to do their father, the devil’s will. 

The word “desires” is a word that can at times refer to good desires (1 Thess. 2:17), but does so 
rarely in the New Testament.  Rather, it’s usually used of a lust for something wrong.  Their will 
was to do the devil’s lusts.  Like father, like son. 

Just as the devil tempted Adam and Eve, which led to their death and, in that sense, the murder 
of all mankind, so his children sought to kill Jesus. 

Just as the devil does not stand in the truth—that is, he does not abide in the truth, he does not 
take side with the truth because he abhors the truth and there is no truth in him—so the devil’s 
children abhor the truth that Jesus proclaimed and would not abide in it.  They believed lies 
because their father is a liar. There is no truth in him. He lies because that’s who he is—a liar. 
Lying is his native tongue. His children believe the father of lies rather than the Truth. 

That leads us to the third reason they don’t understand or believe him (v. 45-46): “But because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me.”  Notice he doesn’t say, “Although I tell you the truth, you 
do not believe me.” He says, “Because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me.” 

The reason they don’t believe or understand him is that he tells the truth.  The truth is not what 
they believe. They believe lies. Their ear only listens to their father, the father of lies. 

In contrast to them and their father, no one could prove Jesus guilty of falsehood or any sin.  He 
said, “Which one of you convicts me of sin?”  This is a challenge. If anyone had any real charge 
against him, this would be the opportunity.  But no one takes the opportunity because although 
they could say he was a Sabbath-breaker and blasphemer, they couldn’t truly convict him of it 
because it wouldn’t be true. 

He said, “If I tell you the truth, why do you not believe me?”  They should believe the truth. It’s 
irrational to believe lies.  But they disbelieve the truth because they are children of the devil and 
they only believe  lies. 

Finally, the fourth reason for their unbelief is given (v. 47): “Whoever is of God hears the words 
of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

Again, this is the deepest cause of their unbelief.  They are not of God. They are not God’s 
children.  That’s proven in that they don’t hear—that is, accept and receive—God’s words.  They 
don’t trust and obey God’s voice. 

The ones who are God’s children, do hear God—that is, they do trust and obey God’s word. 
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Again, the Apostle John addresses this same issue in 1 John 3:10: "By this it is evident who are 
the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother."  The child of God 
hears God’s word and acts in accord with it. 

Like father, like son. Children of God are marked by resembling their Father. 

CONCLUSION 

So Jesus exposed these Jews who supposedly were believing in Jesus. 

• They weren’t believing in him. 
• Their conduct proved they were still children of the devil. 
• They were still enslaved to sin and the desires of the evil one. 
• They weren’t abiding in God’s word. 
• They weren’t trusting and obeying God. 

Like father, like son. A child resembles his father.  They resembled the devil, because the devil 
was their father. 

There are two families in this world—the family of God and the family of the devil.  No one is 
born into the family of God, unless they are born again.  You don’t become a child of God by 
being born in the right family or the right lineage.  You become a child of God only by rebirth 
wrought by the Spirit. 

I’m so glad that just because someone is first born into the devil’s family doesn’t mean that’s 
their destiny. There is hope.  Paul reminds us that all who have trusted in Christ were once by 
nature “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3).  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us. . . made us alive together with Christ (Eph. 2:4-5). 

So whoever trusts in Christ as their Lord and Savior is adopted into the family of God—forever 
having a new Father—God himself. That’s the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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