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INTRODUCTION 

There’s something absent in the Old Testament that you might not notice until you come across a 
story like the one we study this morning.  Psalm 146:8 says that, “The Lord opens the eyes of the 
blind.”  Yet in all the Old Testament, there is no story of anyone miraculously being healed of 
their blindness.  But the Old Testament prophets anticipated that when the Messiah came, he 
would give sight to the blind. The prophet Isaiah, for instance, wrote of this often: 

Isaiah 29:18: "In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and 
darkness the eyes of the blind shall see."  

Isaiah 35:5: "The eyes of the blind shall be opened. . .” 

Isaiah 42:6–7: "“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 
and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness."  

Isaiah 42:16–18: "And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have 
not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into 
level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are turned back and 
utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see!"  

So when Jesus came and John the Baptist wanted to know whether he was the Christ, the proof 
Jesus offered was this: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them” (Matthew 11:4-5). 

Jesus’ ability to heal the blind, then, was proof that Jesus was the Christ. It was a sign to all 
believing Israel that their Messiah had come.  In fact, of all the miracle stories recorded in the 
gospels, Jesus heals the blind more times than any other medical condition.  Jesus came to heal 
the blind not only to prove that he was the Messiah, but also as an object lesson that he could 
heal the spiritually blind—those who were darkened in their understanding of God and lost. 

In chapter 8, Jesus was confronted with an increasingly hostile group of Jews who were blind to 
who he was.  At the end of chapter 8, they were so angry with Jesus that they picked up stones to 
throw at him.  They wanted to kill him because he called himself I Am.  He took the name of 
God for himself. He was claiming to be God and the Jews thought that was blasphemy, so they 
were ready to stone him.  But Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

What happened next proved that the Jews were wrong about him.  What happened next 
vindicated Jesus’ testimony.  What happened next was, in truth, a rebuke of the Jews and a 
demonstration that Jesus is able to give light to all who are blind. 
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Text 

John 9:1–7: "As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these things, he spit on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came 
back seeing."  

I. THE PROBLEM 
Now there’s no indication of what happened between 8:59 and 9:1. There’s also no indication of 
how much time elapsed.  But in the flow of the story, it appears that as Jesus exited the temple, 
somehow out of the sight of the Jews so that they couldn’t stone him, he passed by a man blind 
from birth.  This man was a beggar (v. 8).  It was common for beggars to wait by the gates of the 
temple in Jerusalem and beg for food or money (cf. Acts 3:2).  So perhaps this man was waiting 
at one of the gates as Jesus exited the temple structure. 

The scene would seem to be tense.  The Jews want to kill Jesus and were gathering stones. Jesus 
was making a get away. His disciples were with him.  Yet as Jesus passed by this blind man, he 
stopped.  Until his hour had come, Jesus could not be killed. So he could flee from being stoned 
and yet stop outside the gate and focus his attention on a man in need. 

Notice he “saw” the blind man.  How easy it is for us to not see the disabled and needy. 
Sometimes purposely so.  For some, they just don’t know what to do or say in those situations, 
so they prefer to avoid interactions with the disabled and needy.  For others, there is an inner 
disdain for them, so they pass them by on the other side like the religious hypocrites in the 
parable of the good Samaritan. 

But Jesus saw the blind man.  He initiated the interaction because true love moves toward need, 
it doesn’t maneuver to avoid the needy. 

It’s important how John describes this man: “a man blind from birth.”  You can see that someone 
is blind. But you can’t see how long someone has been blind.  Jesus may have had supernatural 
knowledge about this man and picked him out to heal because he had been blind from birth.  But 
in the next verse, the disciples immediately ask Jesus about the man and they already know he 
was born blind.  So it seems that this blind man was known well enough such that it was 
common knowledge that he was born blind. 

That’s an important detail because Jesus would perform this miracle on a man so well known and 
in so public of a space that the miracle couldn’t be disputed.  Just like Jesus’ healing of the lame 
man at the pool in chapter 5, this miracle would be clear and convincing.  It’s also important in 
the story to know that he was born blind because it means that this man did nothing to cause his 
blindness.  His blindness was not his fault. 

Now, under the Law, the blind were supposed be to protected. 
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Leviticus 19:14 says, “You shall not. . . put a stumbling block before the blind.” 

Deuteronomy 27:18 says, “Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the road.” 

So God’s compassion on the blind is reflected in his Law to Israel.  But life for a blind person in 
those days was anything but compassionate. Disability in Jesus’ day was a life sentence of 
suffering.  Economically, you were reduced to begging for money and food as you couldn’t do 
work. This man’s parents were still living, as we’ll see later, and apparently they either couldn’t 
support him or didn’t want to. So he begged.  Socially, you were isolated. The stigma of 
disability and disease would follow you all your life. Your acquaintances were likely fellow 
beggars and sufferers. Any hope of marriage was out of the question. As a blind man, he had 
never seen his father’s face and never seen his mother’s smile. He had spent every day of his life 
in darkness.  His life was filled with suffering.  To make matters worse, spiritually he was 
shunned as well. 

II. THE PURPOSE 

Look at how Jesus’ disciples thought of the blind man in verse 2: "And his disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”"  They knew he was born 
blind. But they didn’t know the reason.  They held a view that was common among the Jews in 
those days.  If you were born disabled or diseased, either you sinned in the womb or your parents 
sinned. Either way, some specific sin caused your disability or disease. 

The disciples’ view was no better than the Pharisees, who in verse 34 tell this man, “You were 
born in utter sin.”  The disabled and diseased were not only economically sidelined and socially 
isolated, but also spiritually shunned.  In their view, where there was suffering, there must be a 
specific sin as the cause.  That made this blind man spiritually despicable. 

That’s not an uncommon view across cultures and throughout history even to the present.  Job 
was a man who was blameless, yet suffered terribly and his friends continually treated him as a 
unrepentant sinner.  Paul was bitten by a viper on the island of Malta and the natives concluded 
he must be a murderer.  I had a friend in high school who tipped back in his chair and hit his 
head on the floor and the teacher told him he shouldn’t have been thinking about bad things.  It’s 
this idea that bad things only happen to bad people and that suffering is always the consequence 
of a particular sin. 

We understand that suffering came into the world because of sin.  We know from Genesis 3 that 
pain and death came because sin entered the world.  Paul acknowledges in Romans 8:22–23 that 
"the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies."  Even we who have the Spirit of 
God living inside us suffer and we groan with pain as we wait our glorification. 

We also understand that, truly, suffering can be the result of sin.  The lame man by the pool in 
chapter 5 evidently became lame because of his sin (implied in Jesus’ words, “Sin no more, that 
nothing worse may happen to you.).  God struck Miriam, Moses’ sister, with leprosy because of 
she spoke against Moses with a complaining, divisive spirit (Numbers 12). 
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There were also those in the Corinthian church who became sick or died because they took the 
Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:30).   

But it doesn’t follow that all suffering is caused by an individual’s particular sin.  Again, Job was 
blameless, yet he suffered (Job 1-2).  Paul received some sort of thorn in his flesh, not because 
he was being disciplined, but so that he was guarded from becoming proud (2 Corinthians 12:7).  
God even afflicted Paul with some sort of bodily ailment (perhaps malaria) during his travels, not 
as punishment for sin, but so that he would stay in Galatia and preach the gospel (Galatians 
4:13). 

There also wasn’t any reason to think that the man’s blindness came as a result of his parents’ 
sin.  They wondered whether the man could have been paying for the sins of his parents.  
Perhaps you’ve heard people talk about cursed children or cursed generations or, even, cursed 
races.  That comes from a misinterpretation of passages such as Exodus 20:5: “I the Lord your 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 
generation.” 

If you’re not discerning, you might interpret that to mean that God might punish three and four 
generations for the sins of their ancestors.  But that’s not what is meant.  Notice that the passage 
in Exodus is a collective warning. It addresses the sins of the fathers—that is, the leaders, the 
heads of a generation.  The sins they commit can come to so define that generation and become 
so influential that they become rooted and can’t be reversed for three or four generations that 
follow.  It isn’t that the later generations are paying for the sins of their ancestors or are cursed, 
it’s that if your generation is characterized by particular sin, that sin will become rooted in the 
generations to come so that they are guilty too. 

Think about the sexual revolutionaries of the 60s and 70s. The collective sin of that generation 
has become so imbedded in our culture, that we have a generation growing up that will never 
know a time when homosexuality was considered immoral, when gender was binary, and when 
marriage was only between a man and woman.  So all these generations will continue in the 
same sins of their fathers and bear the guilt of their own iniquity.   

But God is clear that we are responsible for our own sins. We are judged on our own sins. We 
are cursed only by our own sin. 

Ezekiel 18:20: "The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, 
nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself."  

Each bears the guilt only of his own sin. 

So there was no warrant to believe that the blind man’s disease resulted from either personal sin 
or parental sin.  But those were the only options they could think of since they had a view that a 
person’s suffering is always caused by specific sin. 

Why was this man blind?  Jesus had an answer for them, but it wasn’t what they expected.  They 
asked about what caused the man’s blindness. Jesus answered them with the purpose of the 
man’s blindness.  They were looking for past causes, but Jesus was focused on future purposes. 
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If they were to understand why this man was disabled, they needed to know God’s design and 
plan for his disability. 

John 9:3: "Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 
God might be displayed in him."  

So this man’s blindness had a purpose.  The purpose of his lifelong blindness was so that, here, 
at this moment in time, decades after he was born, he would have an encounter with the Light of 
the world who would heal his physical blindness and later heal his spiritual blindness.  This was 
the man’s destiny and this was the purpose for which he was born blind.  He was born blind so 
that the works of God might be displayed (1:31: “revealed”) in him. 

It’s not that the man was tragically born blind and God decided to use that bad condition to 
display his works.  Rather, God designed for the man to be born blind so that he could fulfill his 
plan to glorify himself in the man’s healing and salvation. 

Just think of it: a little baby boy is born to hopeful parents and then they discover he cannot see.  
In that moment, they are devastated because they know what this will mean for him. They know 
his life will be filled with suffering and pain.  And as they held their baby, perhaps their hearts 
were heavy with questions.   

Why, God? Why did this happen? Was he born this way because of our sin? Are you angry at 
us? Is he cursed? Would it have been better if he were never born? Now what do we do? Who 
will help us? What’s to become of him? Why, God, why? 

And even as he grew to adulthood, no answers would be forthcoming.  There was their son at the 
gate of the temple day after day begging.  Perhaps the wounds were always fresh. Why, God?  Is 
God at the mercy of biology? Can he not overcome chromosomes and cancer cells? Is his power 
too weak to conquer viruses and bacteria?   

No, God is greater than them all.  Nothing exists that can overcome the power of God. Nothing 
occurs that is outside the hand and plan of the sovereignty of God.  As Abraham Kuyper 
famously said, “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over 
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!” 

If his parents were devout Jews, they would no doubt remember God’s words in Exodus 4:11: 
“Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the 
LORD?"  As the boy grew up, perhaps he learned to memorize Psalm 139:13: "For you formed 
my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb."  

These passages and others would tell them he was made blind by God.  Would those truths 
comfort them or embitter them?  We don’t know how they responded. 

But how do you respond to the bitter providences from the hand of the Lord?  It is no comfort to 
believe that God is unable to prevent suffering in our lives.  It is no comfort to believe that God 
has no hand or plan in our pain.  But God has purposes in all that he does and has purposes in all 
disabilities and suffering.  Many times we cannot begin to understand what God is doing in our 
pain for many years later. 
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One pastor has written, “The sentences in the book of Providence are sometimes long, and you 
must read a great way before you understand the meaning.” -Ryle quoting Henry. 

For decades, this man had no idea why God made him blind.  Nor do we fully understand all that 
God is doing when his loving affliction is sent.  If we ever understand the meaning in this life, 
many times it is a long time later.  But God’s power is seen most clearly when we are weak and 
needy.   

And though this blind man suffered mightily, God was doing all this for the man’s good and 
God’s glory.  This man’s darkness would be overcome by the Light of the world.  It was for this 
purpose that the man was born blind. His blindness wasn’t a curse, but a mercy. 

Had he been born with physical sight, he may have been just like the Pharisees in seeing, they 
did not see.  He may have seen Jesus, but not truly seen Jesus for who he is.  But because he was 
born blind, he received the gift of having his eyes opened by the Son of God himself and seeing 
Jesus, he saw more than the Pharisees ever saw. 

God’s power in our lives is not always displayed by healing. Usually his power is displayed by 
sustaining us.  Jesus said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  Even when he does not heal, God’s designs in the lives of his 
suffering saints are for the purpose that his power and love and work is revealed through the 
grace of sustaining us when we are weak. 

But Jesus’ time was short. Not only were the Jews after him, but his days were numbered.  Less 
than six months separated him and the cross he came to bear.  At this moment, the time of 
theological discussion was over.  He had been sent by the Father on a mission. The mission 
included giving sight to the physically blind, as a display of Jesus’ power to also give sight to the 
spiritually blind. 

He said (vv. 4-5): "We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”"  This was the 
day. This was the opportunity to accomplish the Father’s plans. This was the time before his 
death to reveal himself as the Light of the world. It was time to work. 

III. THE POWER 

So, (v. 6) “Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud. . ."  He begins the miracle of giving the blind man 
sight by mixing his own spit with dirt to make mud and then spreading the mud in the man’s 
eyes. 

Jesus had used his spit to heal people before.  He healed a deaf and mute man by putting his 
fingers in the man’s ears, and “after spitting touched his tongue” (Mark 7:33).  He healed another 
blind man by spitting in his eyes (Mark 8:23).  But this is the only recorded instance that Jesus 
made mud to perform the healing.  Why spit and mud? No one really knows.  I don’t think there 
is great significance in Jesus using mud.  I’m not convinced that it’s some allusion to God 
making man out of the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7), though that’s a popular theory. 
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I don’t think Jesus was making the man eyeballs out of mud and transforming it into real 
eyeballs.  But I do think there are two things significant about the way Jesus healed the man. 

First, though Jesus could have healed the man simply by his voice, he instead chose to heal him 
through the means of anointing his eyes with mud and having him wash it off.  He did it through 
a means. And God often accomplishes his will through means of grace, even by unexpected 
means. 

The second significant thing about the way Jesus healed him was that it gave the man something 
to do.  He said to the man (v. 7), “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he 
went and washed and came back seeing."  

By anointing his eyes with mud and commanding him to wash in a specific pool in Jerusalem, he 
was testing whether this man would obey him.  Would this man hold fast to Jesus’ teaching? 
Would he obey Jesus? Would he abide in Jesus’ word? 

Jesus, the one sent from God, sent this man to the pool called Sent to begin to open not only his 
physical eyes, but his spiritual eyes to who Jesus was.  The man passed this test of obedience and 
the miracle was completed.  Later, Jesus would find him again and give him spiritual sight. 

CONCLUSION 

So Jesus healed the man to demonstrate that not only did he have the power to physically heal, 
but that he had the power to spiritually heal. 

All of us who have trusted in Christ have had our spiritual eyes opened to see Jesus as he really 
is.  And because we are his children, we are assured of God’s gracious purposes for all that he 
sends into our lives.  We know that for those who love God all things work together for good 
(Romans 8:28). 

Just as this man’s suffering had a purpose, our suffering has a purpose.  Though we may not 
know all God is doing, we can be assured that what he is doing is for our good and his glory. 
There can be no greater purpose than that. 
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