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THE FITTING RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
Luke 2:15-20 (ESV) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
December 14, 2014 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Read Luke 2:15-20 

Luke 2:15-20 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

One of the impulses we should feel as we celebrate Christmas is the desire to hear God speak.  
That’s because God came into the world in human flesh and Hebrews 1:2 says: 

“in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son… 

Since that’s true, we should ask, what did he say?  What has God been saying?  One of the marks 
of a true believer is a hunger for God’s word.  A love for God will include a love for his word.  
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the Word becoming flesh and we have a record of what 
God has said.  It is important for us to be reminded how we should respond to God’s word.  The 
Christmas scene in tonight’s passage, illustrates for us the proper response to God’s Word.  I 
want us to see five fitting responses to God’s Word in this passage. 

I. BELIEVE IT (v. 15) 
As you’ll recall from the previous verses, the setting of this passage begins in a field near 
Bethlehem. 

• Tradition places this field about 2 miles outside Bethlehem. 
• The night seemed to be like any other. 

Verse 8 says, shepherds were “out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  
Everything about the night seemed to be ordinary. Ordinary shepherds, ordinary night, ordinary 
field.   

And then the ordinary became extraordinary.  In fact, when life is lived in view of God, the 
ordinary is always extraordinary. It always counts.  What could be more extraordinary than 
living for God’s glory?  This night something special happened that hadn’t happened for nearly 
600 years.  Read v. 9-14. 

Luke 2:9-14 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
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bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
The angel never commands the shepherds to go see Jesus.  Yet they feel compelled to and v. 15 
tells us why. 

 v. 15: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”  

The word “thing” here is the word rhema, which can be translated “word or statement” or 
alternatively, “event,” depending on the context.  For example, rhema is used in verse 29: 
““Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word.”  Perhaps 
there is a dual meaning here. The shepherds wanted to go see this event that the angel spoke of.  
So they heard from the angel, but they understood that his message came from God.  So beyond 
the spectacle, the reason why they determined to go see the baby was because they understood 
the words of the angel to be God’s words.  They heard God’s words through the angel and they 
believed the words.  That’s the first fitting response to God’s word: believe it.  They heard it and 
believed it. They trusted the message.   

This is a lesson that never gets old: believe God’s Word. 

• God’s word is to be believed over your circumstances. 
• God’s word is to be believed over your feelings. 
• God’s word is to be believed over the skeptics. 

The devil’s first seduction in the Garden was to distrust God’s Word: “Did God really say…?”  
Our flesh is hardwired to distrust God’s word. 

One of the most famous psalms—certainty the longest—is Psalm 119. It is 176 verses of praise 
for God’s word. The psalmist gushes over God’s word. He tells us all the benefits of believing 
God’s word—all the blessings it can give us. And then in the last verse, the psalmist cries out: 

“I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, for I do not forget your commandments.” 

I have gone astray!  My heart wanders like a lost sheep. Seek me, God!  Our heart is prone to 
lead us in a way that doesn’t accord with God’s word. 

The foundational response to God’s word is to believe it.  Believing God’s word is the 
foundation of our faith.  Paul said in Romans 10:14: “How then will they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?”  Saving faith depends on someone 
speaking God’s word, the word heard, and the word believed. 

Luke wrote this Gospel so that Theophilus would believe what he had been taught. 
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Luke 1:3-4: “it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to 
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught.” 

Are you believing God’s word? 

• You worry, because you’re listening to you. 
• You doubt, because you’re listening to you. 
• You sin, because you’re yielding to your desires. 

Are you trusting God’s word?  It presupposes you know God’s word.  Bible reading plans aren’t 
just for January 1st.  The shepherds believed God’s word. They responded in faith.  “Let’s go see 
the baby that has been born in Bethlehem.”  And so they took off. 

II. ACT ON IT (v. 16) 
v. 16: “And they went with haste...” 

No time was wasted. Jesus had just been born and they went to see him.  The word “found” in 
the Greek implies a search before finding. The searched for him and found him.  There couldn’t 
have been that many babies born that day in Bethlehem—it was only a small village and they 
were looking for a unique situation—a baby in a feeding trough.  And they indeed “found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, lying in a manger.” 

The angel had told the shepherds the baby Savior would be found in a manager in v. 12 and here 
the angel’s words are confirmed.  Believing God’s word must be our foundational response, but 
as James tells us in his epistle, it isn’t enough to merely believe the word, we must be _____ 
(doers) of the word. 

Jas 1:22-25: But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one 
who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but 
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” 

The shepherds heard God’s word, they believed God’s word, and they acted upon it.  Faith is 
taking God at his word and acting upon it.  Not because we see the end result or know all the 
steps along the way.  That’s why it’s faith—we depend on him, trust him, lean on him for 
provision and guidance and help along the way, to carry us to the end. 

Heb. 11:1: Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

So the second fitting response to God’s word is to act on it. 

III. TELL OTHERS ABOUT IT (v. 17) 
v. 17: “And when they saw it…” 

It = the situation—the fact that a baby was lying in a manger and the whole scene. “they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.” 
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“the saying” points back to the angel’s message, particularly v. 11:  

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

The shepherds no doubt told Mary and Joseph everything they saw, but the main thing they 
focused on was the revelation that this child would be Savior, Christ, and Lord.   

The third fitting response to God’s word is to tell others about it.  The shepherds became Jesus’ 
first evangelists.  They became witnesses to God’s glory and his message.  They had the 
privilege of being the human means of telling this story. 

Had the shepherds kept it to themselves, we would have never known one of the most iconic 
scenes in all the Christmas story.  How could they keep what they saw and heard to themselves?  
The shepherds—the lowest in society, the poorest in society, the despised of society—had the 
honor to speak for the King who couldn’t yet talk—to tell Mary and Joseph the three-part title 
the angel had given to Jesus: Savior, Christ, and Lord.  They saw glory twice that night—once in 
the field when it shone around them; and a second time when they saw the face of Jesus. 

Jn 1:14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

Now, their eyes had seen the king, the Messiah all faithful Jews had been waiting for, the one 
born to die for their sins as Savior.  If we are to be faithful to God’s word, we must believe it, act 
upon it, and tell others about it. 

IV. TREASURE IT (v. 18-19) 

It seems likely that there were more people there that night than just the shepherds, Mary, 
Joseph, and Jesus.  This would make sense if the place Mary and Joseph found was outside a 
public shelter—one possible meaning of “inn”—where the animals were kept. 

v. 18: “All who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” 

If it was just Mary and Joseph who heard the shepherds testimony, Luke wouldn’t likely say it 
this way.  This verse may even imply that the shepherds went all around Bethlehem telling the 
story.  When the shepherds told their story, at one level, everyone had the same reaction: 

• Wondered: ESV 
• Amazed: NIV, HCSB 
• Marveled: NKJV 
• Astonished: NET 

Throughout this Gospel, Luke frequently records that people had this reaction to Jesus.  
Amazement, awe, wonder is often the response that comes from Jesus’ words and works. 

Luke 2:47: “And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and answers.”  Jesus 12 
years old; parents left him in Jerusalem at the temple; sitting among the teachers, listening and 
asking them questions” 
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Luke 4:22: “And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming 
from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”” 

Jesus – Nazareth – synagogue on Sabbath – read Isaiah 61 – “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Luke 8:25: “He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled, 
saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey 
him?”” 

Sea of Galilee – boat with 12 disciples – Jesus fell asleep – windstorm – filling with water – 
rebuked wind and waves – ceased and calm.  But awe is not enough to save.  Astonishment is not 
the same as faith.  In fact, in all three of these instances, there’s no indication any of those who 
responded in awe also responded with faith.  When the shepherds told their story, all wondered, 
but one of those who heard had a different response. 

v. 19: “But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” 

The word “but” in the Greek could be translated, “On the other hand Mary…”  It creates a strong 
contrast.  Luke wants us to see in sharp relief the two responses.  Mary was amazed like the rest.  
But for her, there was something more.  The word “pondering” has the idea of meditating on the 
events and trying to put it all together.  She had a lot to sort out. It had been quite the season in 
her life. 

• 9 months earlier she had been visited by the angel Gabriel who told her she had found 
favor with God 

o {read 1:26-35} 
• Joseph surely told Mary about his visitation from an angel in his dream 

o {read Matt 1:19-23} 
• Now told that her Son is the Savior, the Christ, the Lord! 

Mary treasured up – stored up everything the shepherds said.  The fourth fitting response to 
God’s word is to be like Mary—treasure it—store it—ponder it—meditate on it—savor it.  We 
should treat God’s word the same way David did in Psalm 19:10: 

“More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 
drippings of the honeycomb.” 

Whatever you value, you treasure up. You save it. 

Psalm 119:72: The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

Psalm 119:127: Therefore I love your commandments above gold, above fine gold. 

We want to respond to God’s word in the same way. 

V. PRAISE GOD FOR IT (v. 20) 
At some point, the shepherds went back to work. They returned to their fields.  v. 20: “And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.”  I imagine the shepherds never stopped talking about that night.  Can’t you see them 
in their old age, telling the story around a campfire to their grandkids?  What a night! 
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We know their response: they glorified and praised God.  They went home with their faith 
confirmed and strengthened.  Just as it had been told them, everything had come to pass.  They 
believed God’s Word, they acted upon God’s word, they proclaimed God’s word, and here they 
glorified and praised God for his word.  And once again, our response should be the same: we 
should praise God for his word. 

Could Christmas this year for you be a season when you once again saw the glory of God’s 
word, found your heart full, and praised God for it?  Could you rekindle a passion for his word?  
What a privilege that we have this word. When was the last time you earnestly thanked him for 
it? 

CONCLUSION 

Christmas is a lot of things for us as Christians.  And one of the things that it is, is the remarkable 
story of God keeping his word. 
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