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INTRODUCTION 

In the first two chapters of Luke, where we’ve been for the last several weeks, we have the 
Christmas story. 

• Luke has interviewed eyewitnesses. 
• Talked with apostles. 
• Compiled this narrative 
• So that Theophilus would have certainty about the things he had been taught about Jesus. 

One of the things that is remarkable about the Christmas story in Luke, is how condensed it is. 
You can read the whole thing in under 10 minutes. 

Luke compiled this narrative, which means he didn’t tell us everything that was known about 
Jesus—surely he knew about the Magi which are only mentioned in Matthew—he sorted through 
the stories under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and selected these stories. 

John in his Gospel says that very thing: 

“Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I 
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” (21:25). 

We would like to know more. But God in his design has said this is sufficient. There’s nothing 
more to know that needs to be known. 

So when I come to the Gospels, I always ask, why did he put this story in here? What is the Holy 
Spirit’s intended purpose for including this story? How does it advance our understanding?  Why 
do we need to know anything about how Jesus was born? 

Luke, in these first two chapters, is showing us through story the significance of Jesus’ 
miraculous birth.  Luke is using these stories to answer the question, “Who is this baby?”  Or in 
the words of the Christmas hymn: Luke in answering the question, “What Child Is This?”  That 
question—What child is this? Who is this baby?—is the most important question ever posed to 
man.  Not only does it ask the most significant question you could ask, but how you answer it 
tells us the most significant thing about you. 

So like a lawyer bringing forth witnesses in a courtroom, Luke calls witness after witness in his 
narrative.  Yet there is one critical distinction to be made: if you think in this narrative courtroom 
that you’re the judge—deciding for yourself who this baby is, you have miscalculated.  You’re 
not the judge, you are being judged by how you answer the question: who is this baby?   
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Illustration: Louvre 

I heard a story about a man who took a friend on a tour of Paris. They went to the world-
famous art museum, the Louvre, and viewed all the grand masterpieces of art there. Then 
they went to world class symphony. 

Afterwards, the man asked his friend, “Well, what do you think?” And the friend replied, 
“I wasn’t all that impressed.” 

The man responded to his friend, “If it’s any consolation to you, the museum and its art 
were not on trial and neither was the symphony. You were on trial. History has already 
determined the greatness of these works of art and of this music. All that your attitude 
reveals is the smallness of your own appreciation.” 

In the same way, the greatness of this baby and these events are determined.  Jesus’ greatness 
and the significance of these events correspond to who he—as a matter of fact—is.  The 
witnesses in these early chapters of Luke are lined up to show us who Jesus—as a matter of 
fact—is. 

The Angel, Gabriel 
The angel Gabriel came to Mary and gave witness to the greatness of Jesus: 

1:31-33: “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” (1:35) 

Elizabeth 
Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist and relative of Mary, was a witness. When Mary 
arrived to see Elizabeth, Elizabeth said: 

1:43: “And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” 

Angels 
The angels who came to the shepherds came as witnesses too: 

2:11: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Shepherds 
And then the shepherds, who glorified and praised God for all they had heard and seen (2:20).  
Those are just some of the witnesses in Luke 1-2—I haven’t mentioned Zechariah, the glory of 
the Lord, and John the Baptist’s birth.  All the testimony points to the same conclusion. This 
baby isn’t just a baby, he is the baby that the world needed. He is: 
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• the Savior 
• the Lord 
• the Christ 
• the Son of the Most High 
• the Son of God 
• the eternal King 
• God born in the flesh 

Those with eyes to see, will see it. Those without eyes to see, won’t.  We come to another 
witness of the true identity of Jesus. This witness’s name is Simeon.  Read v. 2:25-35: 

Luke 2:25-35 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in 
his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising 
of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 
The story of Simeon is that God made a promise, Simeon waited on the promise, and God kept 
his promise.  As we walk through this story, I want you to see that: 

• Simeon waited on the promised Christ; 
• Simeon received the promised Christ; and 
• Simeon revealed the promised Christ. 

v. 25-26, we see that… 

I. SIMEON WAITED ON THE PROMISED CHRIST 

The Bible says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. ” 
(Prov. 13:12).  Isn’t that true?  Promises broken. Hope overdue. Desires unfulfilled. Longings 
unmet.  These are the times in our lives that can be most difficult: 

• Some long for children and are unable to have them. 
• Some yearn for justice to be done, and the system fails. 
• Some desire for a new job or a new role in life, and are forced to wait. 
• Some ache to see loved ones again—a longing deferred perhaps due to distance or death. 
• Some wait for the sickness to pass or the cure to come. 

All of us know what it is to wait for a future that we dream about.  Simeon was a man who knew 
what is was to wait. 
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v. 25 “Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.” 

We don’t know how long Simeon waited. He seems to be old, so we can infer that he had waited 
a long time.  I wonder if he recited to himself psalms like: 

Psalm 37:5: “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.” 

Psalm 27:14: “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” 

We don’t know. But we do know that Simeon’s hope wasn’t invented.  His hope was rooted in 
the promises of God. He was waiting for God to fulfill his promises. That’s the kind of hope you 
want. It is a hope with certainty.  He was waiting for the consolation of Israel. 

Consolation = comfort 

Living in the Promised Land hadn’t been easy for the Jews. For over 1,000 years, they had 
battled to stay in the land that God had given them. Israel and Judah’s disobedience received 
judgment from God.  So the prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 40:1-2: “Comfort, comfort my people, 
says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 
iniquity is pardoned. . .”  Even in Simeon’s day, the Jews longed to be delivered from the 
oppression of the Roman empire.  But Simeon’s hope was even more specific. 

v. 26: “And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ.” 

The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon he would see the Messiah during his lifetime.  Longings 
for the Messiah seemed to be at their climax about the time Jesus was born and before he began 
his public ministry.  Years later, Luke records in 3:15: “As the people were in expectation, and 
all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ” 

It wasn’t just the Jews. Did you know that it can be shown historically that even among the 
Romans there was an anticipation of the coming of a great king? 

• Roman historian, Suetonius, writing of the time period around Jesus’ birth, “There had 
spread over all the Orient an old and established belief that it was fated at that time for 
men coming from Judea to rule the world.” 
 

• Tacitus, another Roman historian, wrote, “there was a firm persuasion that at this very 
time the east was to grow powerful and rulers coming from Judea were to acquire a 
universal empire.” 
 

• Josephus, a Jewish historian, wrote in his famous Jewish Wars, that around the time of 
Jesus’ birth the Jews were anticipating that one from their country would soon become 
ruler of the earth. 
 

• Rome was in a golden age under Caesar Augustus, who himself had been counted as the 
savior of Rome and the world. 
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So anticipation was running high. In a sense, the world was waiting on the arrival of a great king.  
Simeon, though, had God’s specific promise that the Christ would come before he died.  And, as 
God always does, he fulfilled that promise to Simeon.  That’s what we see in the next several 
verses… 

II. SIMEON RECEIVED THE PROMISED CHRIST 

v. 27: “And he came in the Spirit into the temple…” 

I imagine this day started like any other day. I imagine he woke up that morning with no idea 
what the Lord would do for him.  But it didn’t end like any other day.  On this day, God was 
sovereignly orchestrating these events. The Spirit was guiding Simeon.  Simeon had been 
waiting and this day all that he had been waiting for came to fulfillment.  So many times, as we 
wait on God—having done everything in our power to fulfill our responsibilities, we feel like 
giving up.  The Bible tells many stories of those who did give up. They stopped waiting on God 
and took matters into their own hands. And in every case, the results were tragic. 

Sarah was tired of waiting on God to make her a mother, so she came up with a plan for 
Abraham to take his servant as a second wife and have a child (Gen 16). 

Saul was tired of waiting on God to send Samuel to offer sacrifices, so Saul went ahead 
and performed sacrifices on his own, even though he wasn’t authorized to do so (1 Sam 
13). 

David pretended to be insane before the king of Gath in order to preserve his life, even 
though God had promised David that he would be king. (1 Sam 21). 

We never know when God’s intervention may be just around the corner.  The events may already 
be in motion.  The rescue already on its way.  So we must trust him as we wait.  How could 
Simeon had known that the Messiah had been born in a village not far away?  How could he 
have known that Jesus’ family was on their way to the temple?  He couldn’t have.  Yet, the Holy 
Spirit guided Simeon to the temple that day so that his waiting would come to an end.  Joseph 
and Mary and Jesus were indeed headed for the temple.  Read v. 22-24; then v. 27-32. 

Luke 2:22-24 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 
 
Luke 2:27-32 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
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Simeon’s wait had come to an end, and now he received the promised Christ in his arms.  When 
Simeon saw Jesus, he knew he had found the Messiah.  Was it that Jesus looked differently than 
any of the other boys?  No. The Holy Spirit was guiding him.  And now Simeon’s life mission 
was complete. He had seen Israel’s salvation.  God’s word had come to pass—and now Simeon 
is ready to pass on to his eternal rest. 

Simeon’s righteousness and devotion is seen even in how he prophecies over Jesus.  The Jews 
despised the Gentiles. There was a kind of racism deeply rooted among the Jewish people.  
Added to their racism was a pride—they were God’s chosen people!  And yet, Simeon blesses 
God that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to. . . Israel.”  This glory 
baby was for the whole world.  Salvation extended to all mankind.  The OT predicted this. 

Isa 49:6: the Messiah would be “a light for the nations, that [God’s] salvation [would] reach to the 
end of the earth.” 

Mary and Joseph’s baby boy Jesus, here only about 40 days old, born to fulfill all the OT 
prophecies about the coming Messiah.  Simeon waited on the promised Christ; he received the 
promised Christ; and lastly… 

III. SIMEON REVEALED THE PROMISED CHRIST 
No indication that Simeon had prophesied before this point, but here, full of the Holy Spirit, he 
revealed something new to Mary and Joseph.  Up to this point, all the news about Jesus that his 
parents had received had been good news.  All the news, though astonishing, has been full of joy. 

v. 33-34a: “And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about [Jesus]. And Simeon 
blessed them. . .” 

Simeon is overflowing with blessing—blessing God (v. 28), blessing Jesus, blessing Mary, 
blessing Joseph. . . And then it turns. The record scratches.  The camera pans out and a fuller 
picture of who this baby is comes into view. 

v. 34b-35: “. . . and [he] said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

This is the last thing we ever hear from Simeon. He’s never mentioned again.  And the last thing 
he says, is perhaps the most poignant moment in the life of Jesus up to this point.  Jesus, 
according to Simeon, has been appointed for two objectives. 

This baby was, first, sent into the world, he was commissioned \\ destined  

“for the fall and rise of many in Israel.”   

Jesus’s destiny determines your destiny.  How you relate to Jesus determines your eternity.  The 
most significant thing about you is what you believe about Jesus Christ.  A person’s whole 
worldview is captured in the question: “What do you believe about Jesus Christ?”  I would urge 
you to use that question as a way of opening a conversation about Jesus with an unbeliever. To 
fall is to fall everlastingly in damnation.  To rise is to rise everlastingly in glorification.   
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Because Jesus came, some will see him as their Savior—trust him for paying the penalty for their 
sins and be forgiven.  Others will reject Jesus as Lord and Savior and be cast into hell to pay 
their sin penalty on their own. 

Secondly, Jesus was appointed  

“for a sign that is opposed.”   

Simeon gets very personal with Mary. He uses very graphic language. 

“a sword will pierce through your own soul also” 

The word for sword is the kind of sword that is large, broad, and two-edged.  Simeon prophecies 
the time that Mary’s own soul will be in anguish as she watches her son hang limp on a cross.   

The name of Jesus, the person of Jesus, and the works of Jesus—all stand as Light and 
Righteousness.  And for that reason, he is opposed. 

John 3:19: “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked 
things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.” 

“Thoughts from many hearts may be revealed” 

It was true in Jesus’ own day. 

• Disciples fell away 
• Crowds turned away 
• Judas went astray 

And above all, the Jewish leaders organized opposition to Jesus.  After healing a man on the 
Sabbath, Matt 12:13 says that the Pharisees “went out and conspired against Jesus, how to 
destroy him.”  If he was a sign to be opposed in his own day, why should we think it any 
different today.  We should be amazed that we don’t have more opposition! 

Nobody curses in the name of Allah. Nobody yells out, “Ah, Joseph Smith!” Nobody takes 
Moses’ name in vain.  But Jesus reveals people’s hearts. Unlike any person in human history, 
Jesus exposes men’s darkness. 

CONCLUSION 

What child, then, is this? Who is this baby?  From Luke’s account, it is very clear: this is no 
ordinary baby.  He’s the one that divides history.  He’s the one that divides families.  He’s the 
one that divides eternal destinies. 

All of Jesus’ ministry on earth is, in a sense, captured by what Simeon said on that day. 

• Jesus came to save us. 
• He came for both Jew and Gentile—for all people. 
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• Some fall because of what they believe about Jesus 
• And some rise because of what they believe about Jesus 

What a glorious baby! 
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