
 www.tccathens.org 

1 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Advent 

This Sunday marks what has been traditionally the start of the church calendar in a season we 
call Advent.  Advent is the four Sundays before Christmas.  It is a season where we remember 
the great hope of Israel that the Messiah would come and God would return to dwell with his 
people. 

For us, it’s a season of expectant waiting and preparation for the day we celebrate Jesus’ birth.  
And it’s a season where we wait expectantly and look forward to Jesus’ Second Coming—a 
Second Advent.  Advent, then, is rooted in a longing for the presence of God. 

God’s Presence 

The hope of God’s people has always been to be in the presence of God. To see God face to face 
and to live with him.  Prior the Fall, Adam and Eve enjoyed the presence of God unlike any other 
man or woman has since. 

• Adam experienced God himself breathing into his nostrils the breath of life” (Gen 2:7). 
• God himself “took Adam and put him in the garden of Eden” (2:15). 
• God was there with Adam when God made Eve (2:21ff). 
• And on the day that Adam and Eve sinned, “they heard the sound of the Lord God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day and [they] hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God” (3:8). 

It must have been a “heavenly” experience to have that kind of fellowship with God.  But the 
Fall changed things and never again has man enjoyed that kind of fellowship with the Lord God 
on earth—to experience God free from the taint of sin.  To be in God’s presence without also the 
presence of sin—that is the assured hope of every Christian. 

Leading up to Jesus’ birth, the faithful of Israel longed that the Messiah would come and that 
God would dwell with his people.  Luke’s Gospel records that one of these faithful Jews was 
Simeon, who was a righteous and devout man who was “waiting for the consolation of Israel. . . . 
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ” (2:25-26).   
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It had been a long time since Israel enjoyed the revealed presence of God.  In Israel’s history, 
God had revealed himself to the nation of Israel in a peculiar kind of way.  God is spirit (Jn 
4:24). He isn’t made of matter or energy. He doesn’t have a physical body.  Nevertheless, when 
he appeared to Israel, he often manifested himself as a blazing light—called the glory of the 
Lord.  When we talk about God’s glory we can mean one of two things. On the one hand, we 
could mean God’s honor. For example: 

• 1 Cor. 10:31: “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God.” 

• Or, Romans 3:23: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
• Or, God says in Isaiah 43:7 he created his children, “for my glory.” 

Another meaning of the glory of God is: 

• Grudem: “the visible manifestation of the excellence of God’s character.” 
• Or, MacArthur, “the visible appearance of God’s beauty and perfection reduced to 

blazing light.” 
• Or, ~Piper: God’s holiness on display. 

For example, in Isaiah 6, where the seraphim are surrounding the Lord on his throne, the angels 
cry out: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his [you’d expect them 
to say “holiness”] glory!” (v. 3). 

God’s holiness means that he is in a class by himself, he is perfect, he is pure, he is unstained. 
When that holiness is displayed, it’s called glory. It’s his holiness made visible and manifested as 
a blazing light.  It’s this second kind of glory that God revealed himself in special ways to Israel. 
This is one of the things that set the nation apart. God chose to reveal himself to Israel. And 
when he did, he often appeared in glory. 

In order to help us worship during this Advent season, I want to awaken our longing for the 
presence of God by briefly surveying the story of God’s glory in the OT leading up to Jesus’ 
birth. 

III. THE STORY OF GOD’S GLORY 

The story of his glory begins for us in Exodus 3.  Moses’s first encounter with the glory of God 
is in the familiar story of the burning bush: 

Exo 3:1-6 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, 
and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He 
looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn 
aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the LORD saw that he turned 
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aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. 
 

So God reveals himself at “Horeb, the mountain of God” in the form of a burning bush. 

• In chapter 4, Moses is called to rescue the people of Israel.  
• As we turn the pages through the chapters, we read about the plagues on Egypt,  
• the Passover (ch. 12) 

And then notice as Israel begins the exodus out of Egypt, how God leads them: 

13:21: And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.” 

A manifestation of God through light. From a burning bush to a pillar of fire. 

• Chapter 14: Red Sea 
• Chapter 15: Moses sings a song of thanksgiving 
• Chapter 16: God demonstrates to Israel he will provide for them by giving them bread 

from heaven. 
• Chapter 17: God again provides for them supernaturally by making water gush from a 

rock. 

Then in Chapter 19, Moses and Israel arrive at Mount Sinai—which is also called Mount Horeb. 
The same mountain where God first called out to Moses in the burning bush. 

This time, Moses has all of Israel with him and they encamp around the mountain. The Lord tells 
Moses to tell the people the words beginning in 19:3: 

Exo 19:3-6 3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, 
“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have 
seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to 
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 
be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of 
Israel.” 

 
God is ready to give Israel the Law that they must keep to maintain their relationship with him.  
To impress upon all the people of Israel—who by this time had already become a people who 
grumbled against Moses and the Lord—God chose to reveal himself to the whole nation.  They 
consecrate for three days and then: 
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Exo 19:16-20 16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 
camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took 
their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because 
the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, 
Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. 20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the 
top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 
 

While Moses is there, God gives him the 10 Commandments and all the laws through chapter 24. 

The Tabernacle 

And then in Chapter 25, God promised something no nation had ever been promised since sin 
entered the world: 

Exo 25:1-9 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a 
contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for 
me. 3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue 
and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 5 tanned rams' skins, 
goatskins,[a] acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant 
incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them 
make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the 
pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. 
 

For the first time since the Fall, God would dwell with man. 

The order that God gives his instructions for building the sanctuary (tabernacle) is at first 
surprising. He doesn’t start with the structure, he starts with a piece of furniture—v. 10 an ark of 
acacia wood. 

• This box: 3.75’ x 2.25’ x 2.25’ 
• Overlaid with pure gold 
• The two stone tablets of the 10 Commandments were to be put inside. 
• The box would have a lid. Except the Bible doesn’t call it a lid. 
• It’s unusual—the word comes from a verb—“to make atonement.” Atonement—at-one-

ment. 
• This is where God and man would be brought together and reconciled. 
• William Tyndale in 1530 while translating this into English knew we didn’t have an 

English word for it, so he called it the mercy seat—the place where God shows mercy. 
The name stuck. 

• On this mercy seat would be two golden cherubim with their wings outstretched over the 
mercy seat and faces looking downward in reverent awe. 

• Here, God would meet Moses v. 22. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+25%3A1-9+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2201a
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• Here, the High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement would sprinkle blood for his 
own sin and the sins of the people. 

• Between the Law of God in the ark and the presence of God between the cherubim was 
shed blood. 

• Here, the cherubim guarded the holiness of God, just as Gen 3:24 says they guarded the 
holiness of God so that sinners could not enter the garden to the tree of life. 

In Chapter 26, God gives instructions on how to build the tabernacle—a tent surrounded by 
fabric marking off a court.  Inside, the ark of the covenant laid in the innermost area called the 
Holy of Holies. Before that, the Holy Place. In the court, a bronze alter for sacrifices and a large 
basin for ceremonial washings. 

In Chapter 40, the tabernacle is completed. When Israel completed the structure, look what 
happened: 

Exo 40:34-38 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the 
cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.37 But if the cloud 
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of 
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of 
Israel throughout all their journeys. 
 

This was the place where God would dwell with Israel until King Solomon, David’s son. 

Solomon’s Temple 

In 2 Samuel 7:1-2, it says, “Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him 
rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 

David wanted something more suitable for God than a tent. He wanted to build a temple, but 
God said that David’s son, Solomon, would build it instead and God gave precise details on the 
temple’s construction. 

• It would be built in Jerusalem—the city of David. 
• It’s size was about half a football field long and as wide. 45’ high. 
• Inside was a similar layout: a Holy Place and an inner sanctuary, the Most Holy Place, 

where the ark would be placed. 
• All of it overlaid with pure gold. 

When the temple was completed, the ark was placed in the Most Holy Place and sacrifices were 
given: 
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2 Chronicles 7:1-2: " As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. And 
the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the 
LORD’s house." 

God’s presence filled the temple in the form of glory.  The good news was that God’s glory had 
arrived. 

The bad news was that they couldn’t go into the Most Holy Place where his glory dwelt, except 
once a year on the Day of Atonement and, then, only the High Priest. 

Idolatry of Israel and Judah 

After Solomon, Israel had a civil war and split in two: the north and the south. The 10 northern 
tribes of Israel became Israel. The southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin were known as Judah. 
Jerusalem became the capital of Judah. 

Over the course of the next two hundred years, Israel and Judah fought each other at times and 
had kings who were faithful to God and kings who did wickedly.  Because both Israel and Judah 
weren’t faithful to God, he brought in foreign nations to judge them.  In 722 B.C. the Assyrians 
sweep into Israel and wipe it out. The Assyrians removed many of the Israelites from the land 
and move non-Israelites into the land. After this point, the distinct tribal entities of the 10 tribes 
cease. 

About 100 years later, in 605 B.C. the Babylonians invaded Judah and took over Jerusalem. 
They didn’t destroy Jerusalem, but they did take hostages. This became known as the period of 
exile. Daniel was one of the hostages taken in the first wave and deported to Babylon. 

Ezekiel’s Vision 

Eight years later, in 597 B.C., the Babylonians invaded Judah again and deported the leading 
men and skilled craftsmen. Ezekiel was one of those taken into exile.  After Ezekiel was taken to 
Babylon, God gave him a significant vision. While bodily in Babylon, Ezekiel’s spirit was taken 
to Jerusalem.  Judah’s idolatry had become even worse than the surrounding nations.  

Eze 8:16-18 16 And he brought me into the inner court of the house of the LORD. And behold, at 
the entrance of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five 
men, with their backs to the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east, worshiping the 
sun toward the east. 17 Then he said to me, “Have you seen this, O son of man? Is it too light a 
thing for the house of Judah to commit the abominations that they commit here, that they should 
fill the land with violence and provoke me still further to anger? Behold, they put the branch to 
their[a] nose. 18 Therefore I will act in wrath. My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. And 
though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, I will not hear them.” 
   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eze+8%3A16-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20622a
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Their backs were to the temple, where the blazing glory of the Lord dwelt. And their faces were 
to the sun, where they worshipped the lesser light. They worshipped the creation over the 
Creator.  And so God withdrew his presence from the temple, and thus from Judah, in three 
stages.  From the mercy seat to the front door: 
 

Ezekiel 10:4: "And the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the house, 
and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory 
of the LORD." 

Then to the outer wall of the temple complex 

Ezekiel 10:18-19: "Then the glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubim. And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth 
before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they stood at the entrance of 
the east gate of the house of the LORD, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them." 

And finally the glory of the Lord fully departs from the temple to the Mount of Olives to the 
east: 

Ezekiel 11:22-23: "Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, and the 
glory of the God of Israel was over them. And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of 
the city and stood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city." 

When that happened, there was nothing stopping any man from entering the temple.  In 586 B.C. 
when the Babylonians invaded Judah for a third time. This time they slaughtered the land and 
demolished the temple. 

2 Chr 36:17-19 17 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed 
their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young 
man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. 18 And all the vessels of the house 
of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king 
and of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon.19 And they burned the house of God and broke 
down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious 
vessels. 
 

The reason that Babylonian foot soldiers could demolish the temple was because God was not 
there. The Most Holy Place was vacated by God. The whole temple was an empty shell. 

The Second Temple 

After 70 years of captivity, the Persians, who had defeated the Babylonians, allowed the Jews to 
resettle the land and even rebuild the temple.  They completed the temple in 516 B.C. It was 
never as beautiful as the first.  But more importantly, there were two things significantly 
different about that temple: 
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1. There was no ark of the covenant.  When the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the 
temple, they either destroyed the ark or carried it off to Babylon. Either way, it was never seen 
again.  God said he would meet Israel above the mercy seat. But there was no mercy seat. 

2. The glory of God never returned to the temple. Ever. 

Silent Years 

No doubt devout Jews heard and read of the days when God’s glory dwelt with Israel.  No doubt 
devout Jews longed for the God’s glory to return to their land.  But God didn’t return. God 
stayed silent. No one saw his glory.  Generation after generation. Century after century. And God 
was not with them. 

Glory Returns 

500 years passed and then one glorious night: 

Luke 2:8-12: “There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 

God stays silent for over 500 years, and when his glory reappears, he didn’t first show himself to 
kings, or the religious rulers of the day.  His glory came back first to the lowest of the low, the 
despised, the poor shepherds. . . out in the field. . . at night. . . when no one expected it. 

The beauty of that night—and perhaps even the shepherds didn’t fully understand—is that night 
they saw God’s glory twice.  Because when they left their field, they went to see a baby lying in 
a manger just as the angel said.  And the Gospel of John says about this baby 

John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

This baby would be called Jesus.  Or as Matthew tells us, in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: he 
would be called Immanuel—which means, God with us.  As the author of Hebrews says: 

Hebrews 1:3: “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins [by becoming 
the mercy seat himself], he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” 

CONCLUSION 

Advent is a season where we long for the presence of God.  My aim was to awaken in you a 
longing for the presence of God in order to prepare you to worship this Advent season. 
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Not only did God come to Israel, he came to all mankind to offer himself up as a sacrifice for sin.  
Christmas happened so that Good Friday would happen.  He was born to die. 

And having died and risen from the dead, he sent God the Spirit to dwell in us—as temples of 
God—who carry God with us wherever we go.  And one day, we who have trusted in Christ will 
see God without the presence of sin. And we will dwell with him forever since Jesus himself said 
he has gone ahead of us to prepare a place for us (John 14:1-4). 
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