
www.tccathens.org 

1 

 

BORN THE KING TO BE A BLESSING 
Matthew 1:1-17 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
December 13, 2015 

INTRODUCTION 

Our Genealogies 

How many of you—at some point in your life—have looked into your genealogy?  This is 
popular thing to do and it has become easier over time with technology and easier access to 
databases.  We like to know where we came from.  We like to know the history of how we came 
about.  Where you came from can tell us a lot about why you are the way you are.  In some 
cultures, your heritage determines your destiny.  The line of families you’re born into can 
determine who you can marry, what kind of economic status you’ll have, who you can or cannot 
associate with.   

For us, our genealogy is mostly just a matter of interest.  But our families histories have certainly 
influenced us more than we know.  Our origins matter. 

Introduce Jesus’ Genealogy 

And the same is true for Jesus.  Where he came from matters.  We know that he is God and 
therefore preexistent.  But there was a time and place that he took on flesh and became fully 
man.  And that’s of course the time we call Christmas.  The origin of Jesus’ family is an 
important part of the Christmas story.   

This morning we want to study a passage of Scripture that is easily skimmed over.  The passage 
I’m referring to is the genealogy found in Matthew 1.  But this genealogy is important.  The 
importance of Jesus’ genealogy is evident in that the Holy Spirit inspired it and Matthew leads 
with it.  Ever since the beginning of the formation of the NT canon—Matthew headed the list of 
the books of the Bible.  So this genealogy has for centuries begun the NT.   

Studying the OT, you know that genealogies were important to Israel.  They: 

• Established rights to land 
• Established rights to the priesthood 
• Established rights to the throne 

And for this latter reason—in order to establish Jesus’ right to reign as King—that Matthew 
includes this genealogy.  Read Matthew 1:1-17. 

Matt 1:1-17 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram,[a] 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father 
of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23148a
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Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the 
king. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph,[b] 8 and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah,9 and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,[c] and Amos 
the father of Josiah,11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,[d] and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to 
the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the 
Christ fourteen generations. 
 

This is Jesus’ royal lineage from Abraham to David to Joseph.  Time doesn’t permit us to give a 
detailed account of the more than 40 names listed in these 17 verses.  That’s ok because the point 
of the genealogy isn’t to tell their stories—it’s to tell Jesus’ story.  The genealogy is given so that 
we marvel at Jesus.  So I want you to marvel at Jesus by considering his lineage.  And the way 
Matthew wrote this is that you’d marvel at Jesus since he was born to be the king and born to be 
a blessing. 

You haven’t celebrated Christmas unless you’ve celebrated Jesus.  And you haven’t celebrated 
Jesus unless you’ve celebrated him as he really is!—as he is portrayed in the Gospels.  From the 
first verse, Matthew clues us in on why he wrote this genealogy.. 

Mt 1:1: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

Immediately, Matthew connects Jesus Christ with David and Abraham.  Two of the most 
important figures in the OT.  God made a covenant to both Abraham and David.  The covenant 
to Abraham was established in Gen 12.  Among the other promises God made Abraham, he gave 
this promise: that in Abraham all the families of the earth would be blessed (Gen 12:3).  So the 
world would be blessed through Abraham’s line. 

God also made a covenant with David in 2 Samuel 7.  Again, among the other promises God 
made David, he gave this promise: that God would raise up one of David’s descendants who 
would reign over Israel and establish his kingdom forever.  So from that time on, Israel was 
always longing for the One who would come to reign forever.  The long wait for the Anointed 
One—the Messiah—the Christ.  So Jesus Christ is presented as one in line of David and 
Abraham—he is their son. 

Now, let’s marvel at Jesus a little more by examining this genealogy through the lens of the 
Davidic covenant.  And we’ll put this under the heading. . .  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23152b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23155c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23157d
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I. JESUS WAS BORN TO BE THE KING 

Emphasis on the Davidic Covenant 

I start with the Davidic covenant because that’s the emphasis here.  (Remember the Davidic 
covenant is the promise God made David that one of his descendants would be an everlasting 
king.)  Matthew wants to prove that Jesus has the right to be King over Israel.  Watch how he 
does this. 

First, as we’ve already seen, Matthew states that Jesus Christ is the son of David.  In Jesus’ day, 
that title “Son of David” was a Messianic title.  To speak of the Son of David was to speak of the 
coming Messiah, the one who would rescue Israel from her oppressors and save the people.  But 
then notice also the wording of verse 6. 

Mt 1:6: Jesse the father of David the king. 

For the most part, the pattern in this genealogy is “This person was the father of that person. . .”  
But here, Matthew adds a detail: he highlights David as the king.  So David’s title as king is 
highlighted.  And then notice v. 16 that Joseph, Jesus’ earthly (though not biological) father is 
named. 

Mt 1:16: and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is 
called Christ. 

Joseph is in the line of David.  That’s confirmed by the angel of the Lord who appeared to 
Joseph in a dream 

Mt 1:20: [b]ehold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife. 

So Matthew is clearly emphasizing the fact that Jesus is in the royal line through Joseph.  In fact, 
David is a hinge in the genealogy.  Look at verse 17: 

Mt 1:17: So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from 
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ fourteen generations. 

So, depending on how you count, there are: 

• Fourteen names from Abraham to David 
• Fourteen names from David to the Jechoniah (who was Judah’s king before captivity) 
• Fourteen names from Jechoniah to Jesus. 

But here’s something interesting: if you do a little research and compare this genealogy to one’s 
found in the OT, you realize that Matthew has omitted a number of names.  He left people out in 
order to come up with 14.  When Matthew says “so all the generations from Abraham to David 
were fourteen generations” he means in context “all the ones he listed.”  He doesn’t mean “all 
there ever were.”  For example, in v. 8, when compared to OT Scriptures, three names have been 
left out between Joram and Uzziah. 
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Or in v. 5, there is a 200 year gap between Salmon and Boaz (Matthew follows Ruth 4:21).  Is 
that a problem? No.  In the Jewish mind—the “father of” could mean the “ancestor of.”  
Genealogies could be condensed by establishing an incontestable succession by way of more 
notable ancestors (JMac).  So Matthew is being selective in who he includes.  And evidently 
that’s because he wants to include 14 generations for each one of these 3 stages.  Matthew is 
presenting Christology here, not a full chronology.  He’s not telling history for history’s sake.  
He’s explaining the person and purpose of Jesus.   

Now why would Matthew arrange the names in 3 sets of 14?  He doesn’t say, so it’s not entirely 
clear.  But many scholars have noted something interesting about this passage and I think it has 
some validity.  Sometime between the end of the OT and the start of the NT—that 400 year gap 
in revelation that we call the intertestament—sometime in there, the Jews adapted (probably 
from the Greeks) a system of assigning numbers to Hebrew letters.  This is called gematria (ge-
MAY-tree-uh)—the practice of giving numbers to letters and assigning special significance to 
those numbers.  It wasn’t a biblical practice in the OT, but it developed among the Jews. 

So, for example, the daleth letter is 4.  And the vav is 6.  So the name David is daleth – vav – 
daleth.  If you add those numbers up: 4+6+4 = 14.  And Matthew gives 3 sets of 14 generations 
and David is the 14th person he lists.   

Why did Matthew do this?  Not because he believed in the spiritual significance of gematria.  
But in writing to a Jewish audience, Matthew did this probably as a poetic way of helping his 
Jewish audience remember the significant connection made in the genealogy of Jesus: he was in 
the line of David.  Jesus is in the line of David and therefore Jesus was born the king.  David was 
the king. Now Jesus is the king. 

You know, as much as Jesus’ enemies questioned Jesus’ origins, they never questioned that he 
was in the line of David.  That he was in the line to rule wasn’t questioned. 

So Jesus was born to be the king. Secondly. . .  

II. JESUS WAS BORN TO BE A BLESSING 

Again, v. 1 says, this is the “book [record] of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham.”  And then in v. 2 the genealogy begins: 

Mt 1:2: Abraham was the father of Isaac 

Abraham was the father of the nation of Israel.  And again it was to Abraham that God promised 
what’s written in Genesis 22:18: “in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  
Israel was to be a blessing to the world.  But more importantly, Jesus as the seed of Abraham 
came to be a blessing to the world.  Even his name tells us his purpose.  Jesus = he will certainly 
save.  Just as the angel declared to Joseph in Mt 1:21: She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

Conclusion: So the point Matthew is making is that Jesus has the right to the throne of David 
and has arrived to be a blessing to the world because he is in the line of David and Abraham 
through Joseph. 
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The legal right came through the father and Joseph was Jesus’ legal father—even though he 
wasn’t the biological father.  Jesus was born to be the king to be a blessing to the nations. 

Now, let’s wrap up by considering several ways you can be encouraged by Jesus’ genealogy. 

CONCLUSION 

1. Be encouraged by the sovereign hand of God working throughout history. 

The genealogy spans over 2,000 years.  At points along the way, it appears the journey has met a 
dead-end. 

Abraham and Sarah (v. 2) waited for years to receive their promised son, Isaac. 

David’s kingdom split in two during Rehoboam’s reign (v. 7) and destroyed the political unity 
that existed and ended the hope of one king reigning over all 12 tribes of Israel. 

Jechoniah (v. 11) began his reign at 18 and only three months later he was captured and hauled 
away from his homeland to Babylon as a prisoner, where he’d remain for 37 years and no hope 
of a child to take the throne. 

But with God, there are no dead-ends.  With God, there are no roads to nowhere.  One Puritan 
wrote, “Some providences, like Hebrew letters, must be read backwards.”  

And one scholar writes, “When we come to the end of this genealogy in Matthew, and we read of 
Jesus who was borne of Mary, then we see the real purpose of everything that has preceded the 
coming of the Lord Jesus. And then there is cast over that whole line of forty-two plus 
generations meaning and purpose. It was all designed to lead to the coming of the savior.” 

So are you discouraged by how things have gone?  Has life not worked out how you thought it 
would?  Did you envision a different future for yourself?  Be encouraged that the sovereign hand 
of God is not finished with you yet.  In bleakness, there remains a light  The tree may be cut 
down, but from the stump comes a branch that shoots forth (Isa 11:1).  The King who was born 
to reign is seated at the right hand of the Father today and lives to intercede for you. 

2. Be encouraged by the grace of God in working through sinners to accomplish his will. 

Our Savior is righteous and pure, but his genealogy is filled with wicked people.   

Perez (v. 3) was born to Judah when Judah committed sexual immorality with a prostitute, who 
turned out to be his daughter-in-law Tamar. 

Rahab (v. 5) was a prostitute living in Jericho.. 

Solomon (v. 6) was born to David through an adulterous union and the murder of Bathsheba’s 
husband. 

Manasseh (v. 10) was one of the most wicked kings in Judah’s history. 
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• He practiced sorcery. 
• Built altars and “high places” to promote idolatry. 
• Even sacrificed his own son to the fire in idol worship. 

Was your life before Christ wicked?  Are there wicked people oppressing you?  Know that God 
can overcome all sin and wickedness and use even what is meant for evil for good. 

3. Be encouraged by the mercy of God in including the lowly in his plans. 

Judah (v. 2) wasn’t the firstborn—but the fourth-born. 

David, the king, wasn’t selected by his brothers or his father. 

Women were disrespected in ancient culture, yet five women are listed in Jesus’ genealogy. 

The men from Abiud (v. 13) to Jacob (v. 16)—we know nothing about.  Their names are 
recorded here, but the story of their lives are lost in history. 

Likely, history will forget each one of our names.  Even as we live, the story of our lives is being 
lost.  But God never forgets a name.  These men that we know nothing about were important in 
continuing the line of David.  And the story of your life is copyrighted by God and it is precious 
to him. 

4. Be encouraged by the faithfulness of God to fulfill his promises. 

The promise made to Abraham was fulfilled in Jesus.   

The promise made to David was fulfilled in Jesus.   

The 2,000 years between Abraham and Jesus’ birth wasn’t so much a delay as a preparation.  
God always keeps his promises.  If ever he promised you, he promised you forever. 

Paul writes in 2 Cor 4:16-18: So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to 
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 

If you are in Christ, your trials now are preparing you for glory. 

Final Plea 

So, will you come to him?  Here is the baby born in the manger—the baby born to die on the 
cross to pay for even your sins.  Will you turn from your life of sin and embrace him as your 
newfound Lord and Savior?  He beckons you to come and believe in him and have eternal life. 
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