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BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU 
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INTRODUCTION 

On the Mount of Olives with Jesus (Acts 1) 

In Acts 1, Jesus is with his disciples (now apostles) standing on a mountain just east of 
Jerusalem.  The mountain—really high ridge that rose east of Jerusalem—was called Mount 
Olivet (or, the Mount of Olives).  This mount was a favorite place of Jesus when he was in 
Jerusalem.  And on this day, 40 days after Jesus had risen from the dead—Jesus assembled his 
apostles on the Mount of Olives. 

The previous month and a half had been unlike any other time in history.  Jesus had been 
crucified before their eyes, then he rose from the dead. And for the last 40 days, Jesus had been 
teaching them.  Now they were here together with Jesus up on a mountain overlooking 
Jerusalem. 

The apostles were full of hope.  Any day now, they expected Jesus—their Messiah, their King—
would rise up, take back the land from the Romans, and establish his kingdom.  They knew their 
OT. They weren’t wrong that the Messiah would one day do this.  The OT prophecies predicted 
that the Messiah would establish his throne in Jerusalem and that Israel would once again 
become a mighty nation.  Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah—the one the Israelites had waited 
for more than a 1,000 years.  Here Jesus stood—the one they had waited for, and in their minds 
they believed now Jesus would establish his earthly kingdom. 

So they asked Jesus, in Acts 1:6: “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?”  It was a reasonable question based on the prophecies they knew in the OT.  They had 
asked him this question before—on this very mountain on the Tuesday before he was crucified.  

In Matthew 24, Jesus said that the temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed. 

v.3: “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” 

They asked, “What will the sign of your coming?”  They wanted to know when Jesus would 
establish his kingdom.  “Is it now, Lord?”  Two times they had asked. Two times the answer 
came back, “not yet.” 

1:7: “Jesus said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 
his own authority.” 

And then Jesus said a few more words and he rose up.  He didn’t stand up.  He rose up in the sky 
and disappeared into a cloud.  And just like that, Jesus was gone.  They never saw him walking 
the earth again.  The disciples were amazed, stunned.  They just kept looking up in the sky.   
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Perhaps they wondered whether Jesus would come back down.  But he didn’t come back down.  
Who knows how long they would have stood there looking up.  But then two angels came: 

v.10-11: “And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

With nothing left to do, they went back to Jerusalem as Jesus had told them to do. 

v.12: Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey away. 

It must have been a strange walk down the mountain back to Jerusalem.  This was the Mount 
where Jesus sweated blood as he prayed fervently in the garden.  This was the Mount where 
Jesus was betrayed and arrested.  And this was the Mount where before all that, Passion week 
began.  How could they ever forget what had happened only 47 days before, when they walked 
down this very mountain following Jesus?  It was a walk they could never forget.  It was a walk 
that began the most amazing week of their lives.  To see how that day began, turn with me to 
Matt 21. 

I. JESUS’ ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 

Jesus was on a mission that Sunday morning.  It would be his last Sunday in Jerusalem before he 
died.  But he knew his purpose.  Sometime before, 20:17-18 says 

“as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to 
them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death” 

He knew his death was imminent.  In his sovereign will, he was ordering all his steps to the 
cross. 

Matthew 21:1-3: "1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage [BETH-pha-
gee], to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village 
in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he 
will send them at once.”" 

So Jesus sends his two disciples: 

• Into a village a walking distance away 
• To retrieve a donkey and a colt that are tied up. 

Jesus didn’t prearrange to borrow these animals.  In his divine knowledge, he knew exactly 
where these animals would be, how the disciples would find them, and the willingness of the 
owner to let the animals be borrowed.  Jesus is orchestrating these events.  In his sovereignty 
over all events, Jesus is in control of what would happen that day.  Matthew tells us these things, 
not only because the story happened this way, but so that we would know that Jesus planned 
everything that happened in the story.  There’s a reason Jesus is doing in this way.   
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He’s going to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey and fulfill a prophecy made 500 years before 
Jesus was born. 

Matthew 21:4-5: "4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5“Say to the 
daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on 
a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”" 

That’s a quote from Zechariah 9:9.  Zechariah prophesied that the promised Messiah would 
come to his people as their king, riding on a donkey.  So Jesus called two of his disciples to get 
him a young donkey that he could ride into town on.   

This was full of spiritual meaning.  It was designed to show the Jews in Jerusalem that their 
Messiah had arrived.  Their king was coming to them.  He wouldn’t enter Jerusalem as a normal 
king would.  He wasn’t going to come on horses, with swords drawn, and chariots, and armies of 
men.  He would not come as “a sovereign king to take the lives of his enemies with force, but as 
a servant king to give his own life for his enemies for forgiveness.”  He came humbly, on a 
donkey, not to make war, but to witness, offering peace with God. 

And the two disciples found everything just as Jesus said. 

Matthew 21:6: "The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  

Mark gives additional detail in his account: 

Mark 11:4-6: "4And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they 
untied it. 5And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go." 

So they brought the donkey and colt to Jesus. 

Matt 21:7: “They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on 
them." 

Mark and Luke clarify that he sat on the colt. The colt was a young donkey and the other 
donkey—probably a mare—was there to help the colt cooperate. 

Now at this time, there were great crowds of people in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover.  
John’s Gospel tells us that the crowd heard Jesus was coming to Jerusalem that the reason why 
the crowd went out to meet Jesus on this day was that they had heard of him raising Lazarus 
from the dead (Jn 12:12, 18).  As Jesus began to ride down the Mount of Olives and make his 
way to Jerusalem, the crowds saw him and immediately understood the significance.  What they 
saw wasn’t merely a miracle worker. They knew the Messianic prophecies, saw Jesus on the colt, 
and hailed him as the Messiah.  Jesus was fulfilling prophecy before their eyes and they knew it. 

Matthew 21:8-11: "8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 

The crowds had already tried to make him king before.  When Jesus fed the 5,000, John writes: 
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John 6:14-15: "14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the 
Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew." 

This time, though, it appeared that Jesus himself was ready to establish his kingdom.  In 
response, the people waved palm branches and laid down their clothes before him.  Palm 
branches were plentiful in Jerusalem. Since the Messiah was to come to Jerusalem, they became 
a symbol of the hope that people had that the Messiah would come.  Clothes along the road: an 
act of homage reserved for royalty; they accepted that he was the king of the Jews. 

Matt 20:9: 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna 
to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

“Hosanna” is a Hebrew word transliterated into a Greek.  = “give salvation now; save us”;  In 
your worship bulletin is printed Psalm 118:25: “Save us, we pray, O Lord!”  Save us = hosanna.  
“Save us Son of David” – they cried. 

They knew that one in the lineage of David would be the Messianic King.  Again, they 
recognized Jesus as the true Messiah, King of Israel.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord” continues Psalm 118:26. That was a well-known psalm among the Jews.  They knew it 
spoke of the Messiah, so they sing them out as Jesus enters Jerusalem.  Luke adds that “the 
whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen," (19:37) 

By the time he got to the city gates, all of Jerusalem was intrigued. 

Matt 21:10-11: 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is 
this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”" 

But Luke tells us, that as Jesus made his way down the mountain overlooking Jerusalem, he 
wept.  He knew their hearts.  He knew that there expectations were different than his own.  Here 
was a weeping king in the midst of a shouting crowd. 

II. JESUS, THE EXPECTED, UNEXPECTED KING 

Jesus, we could say, was the expected, yet unexpected King.  They expected the Messiah. Jesus 
met their expectations and fulfilled the prophecies.  Yet in other ways, he wasn’t at all the King 
the Jews expected. 

• Kings aren’t supposed to be born in dirty managers. 
• Kings are hometown heroes, not rejected by his own hometown. 
• Kings conquer. 
• Kings don’t die. 
• A dead Messiah was unexpected. 

They knew the Messiah would bring peace.  But they didn’t expect he would bring peace like 
this.  Col 1:20 says he made “peace by the blood of his cross.”  His death on the cross didn’t 
bring peace with the Romans.  His death brought peace with God for all sinners who trust Jesus.   
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He came, riding on a donkey, in a manner of peace.  But peace would come at a bloody price—
Jesus’ own life.  Jesus’ death on the cross to pay for your sin. And this gift offered to anyone 
who would believe in him.  He wasn’t the king they expected. But he is the king we needed. 

III. WHAT NOW? 

Go back to Acts 1.  On that day when Jesus ascended into heaven, the apostles began to wait.  
The angels had told them: 

v. 11: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Like the apostles, we live in a time of waiting for our King to return.  Palm Sunday, then, is a 
day we remember when the King inaugurated Passion Week. In a week’s time, he would die and 
rise from the grave.  But Palm Sunday is also a day we remember when the King came to 
Jerusalem, and one day he will come back.  How should we wait? 

v.12-14: “Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son 
of James. All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” 

If the apostles waited on the Lord by devoting themselves to prayer, would we have a better 
way?  Shouldn’t we respond the same way.  So Palm Sunday is also a day we recommit 
ourselves to prayer as we wait for King Jesus.   

Father: 

• Make it so. 
• Help us to pray 
• Teach us to pray 
• Motivate us to pray 
• We long for your Son’s return. 
• Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
• Thank you. . .  
• Send us out—more hungry for your Word/prayer/your Son’s return—than when we came 

in. 


