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THE WONDER OF GOD IN THE WEAKNESS OF MAN 
Psalm 8 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
July 3, 2016 

Psalm 8  
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 
8 O LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
    to still the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings[b] 
    and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Probably the most well-known line in this psalm is the phrase: “What is man that you are 
mindful of him?”  That phrase is chiseled into the marble over the main entrance of Emerson 
Hall, the home of the philosophy department on the campus of Harvard University.   

This has been a haunting question throughout man’s history.  Some have answered that question 
that man is autonomous and answers to no one.  In the well-known poem, Invictus, the poet 
writes defiantly:  

“I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul!” 

Others have searched the universe and answered that man is insignificant and little more than a 
cosmic accident. 

Carl Sagan—the American scientist and astronomer—and an agnostic wrote: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14018b
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“As long as there have been humans we have searched for our place in the cosmos. Where are 
we? Who are we? We find that we live on an insignificant planet of a humdrum star lost in a 
galaxy tucked away in some forgotten corner of a universe in which there are far more galaxies 
than people.” 

The Bible has something much different to say about man than either of these two erroneous 
perspectives.  The only way to answer the question—what is man?—is to answer it in relation to 
God, because God made man.  The most significant being in the universe is God, not man.  
Psalm 8 is a psalm about the greatness of God and man’s relation to him. 

Superscription 

The psalm opens with what is sometimes called a title or a superscription. 

Ps 8:Title: " To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David." 

And I want to say just a brief word about it before we get into the substance of the psalm.  Of the 
150 psalms, 116 (or more than 3/4ths) have a superscription or title added to the beginning. 
Additionally, others have notations within the psalm, such as the term “Selah.”  The titles give 
various information, including: 

• Authorship 
• Dedication 
• The historical occasion the psalm was written 
• Information for a worship director: the kind of song to sing with the psalm, what 

instruments to be used 
• And so on. 

These titles were likely not part of the original text, but added a short time later. Nevertheless, 
they are considered reliable and accurate.  For example, in Luke 20:42, Jesus quotes psalm 110 
and says that David wrote that psalm. And in fact Psalm 110 begins with the title: “A Psalm of 
David.”  Because the titles are accurate, reliable, and early, they’ve stuck. And that’s why when 
we read the psalms during our Scripture reading, I ask the men to read the superscription as well. 
Psalm 8 has both authorship information: “a psalm of David” telling us David wrote it; as well as 
information for the worship director: “to the choirmaster: according to The Gittith.” 

What is the Gittith? No one really knows. There are a lot of theories. But probably the most 
accepted view is that it was an instrument perhaps originating from Gath (where David lived for 
a time). Some think it was a guitarlike harp.  Nevertheless, whatever The Gittith is, it makes no 
difference in how the psalm is interpreted.  So let’s turn to the text of the psalm. 
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Psalm 8 displays the wonder of God in his creation and tells of the witness of God’s wonder in 
the weakness of man. 

I. THE WONDER OF GOD 

Ps 8:1: “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 
above the heavens.” 

David begins with sweet words addressing God: “O LORD, our Lord.”  In fact, this psalm begins 
and ends with God—in exactly the same way. Verse 9 repeats the first half of v. 1.  David uses 
two different words translated “Lord” here.  In your English translation, the first one is probably 
in small caps, designating the difference.  The first “LORD”—the one in small caps—is the 
personal name of God: Yahweh.  This is the name God chose for himself when he disclosed 
himself to Moses in the burning bush: 

Ex 3:13-14: "Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’ ”" 

This was a radical moment in history—for the God of the universe to make himself known to the 
people he had chosen. 

His name is I AM. 

• God is the pre-existent one.  
• He simply is.  
• He is absolute being.  
• He did not come into being.  
• He will never go out of being.  
• He never changes.  
• He is perfect and always has been perfect.  
• He depends on no one for existence.  
• He is above all and greater than all. 

This is the God, David gives praise to: “O LORD, our Lord.”  So, first David addresses God by 
name.  The second “Lord” is a title that indicates that God is sovereign: He is the Divine King.  
And for all of God’s people, he is “our” Lord.  What comfort to possess the privilege of such a 
possession: I am God’s and he is mine.  This truth is strong enough to hold you when the gales of 
adversity threaten to carry you away. 

David goes on: “How majestic is your name in all the earth.”  The “name” of God represents all 
that God is.  Just as the name Boyd, written on a piece of paper, represents all that I am—my 
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character, my history, my thoughts, my expressions—everything that makes up me.  In a greater 
and more profound way, God’s name is an extension of himself.  Where God chooses to place 
his name—in the land, in the temple, on people—there God is to bless. 

And his name is “majestic.” His majesty is seen “in all the earth.”  Majesty is the Heb. word 
‘adir.  It’s not a very common word in the OT, but is clearly significant when it’s used.  ‘adir can 
mean lofty, high, noble, splendid, powerful. 

For example, the same word in the OT describes: 

• The sea as mighty (Ps 93:4). 
• A cedar as noble (Ezek 17:23). 
• The righteous as noble or excellent (Ps 16:3) 

And the OT describes God as majestic: 

• His is glorious in battle - Exodus 15:6: “Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.” 

• He is mightier than all creation - Psalm 93:4: “Mightier than the thunders of many waters, 
mightier than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty!” 

• Or, Psalm 76:4: “Glorious are you, more majestic than the mountains full of prey.” 

So the majesty of God is everywhere for those with eyes to see.  God’s might and excellence and 
nobility, and supremacy is seen in all the earth.  And we who are God’s own people savor his 
majesty.  This psalm is designed to get you to open your eyes to the majesty of God throughout 
the world—in your world. 

Psalm 19:1: "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork." 

God’s majesty overflows into his creation. What he creates bears his marks. 

Illustration: Narwhal 

This past week, I watched a short National Geographic video on narwhals.  Until recently, I 
didn’t know this creature even existed.  A narwhal is a whale that lives in the Arctic waters. It’s 
distinctive in that the males appear to have a long, pointed horn coming out of its head (like a 
unicorn). The horn is actually a long tooth.  The video was about why narwhals have this tooth-
horn.  Some scientists thought it might be for fighting. But that seems to be disproven.  Other 
scientists thought it might be for digging on the ocean floor for food. But the consensus is that’s 
not the reason either.  The narrator concluded that it remains a mystery. No one really knows. 

While I’m watching this video, I’m thinking: “I know why the narwhal has the tooth-horn! It’s 
for glory! Narwhals have horns for glory!  When God made narwhals, he couldn’t help himself 
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but to do something fascinating rather than boring. So that someday, scientists would come along 
and think, “I wonder why they’ve got horns?”  And the scientist would study the narwhal more 
closely and realize only a creative being could make something so spectacular and then trace that 
horn to the Creator and say, “I don’t know why the narwhal has a tooth-horn, but I do know the 
One who made the narwhal is amazing!”  Think of it! 

• There are mountain sides with flowers growing that no man will lay eyes on this season. 
• There are mysteries in the ocean—fascinating fish and sea creatures—that have been 

undiscovered and no on appreciated. 
• There are trillion and trillions of solar systems our telescopes have not seen. 

Why?  Why create a bunch of things man will never see?  What’s the point of all that glory if no 
one can see it and appreciate it?  The point is that creation itself is glorying God too.  It bears his 
marks.  His splendor overflows into what he has made, such that all the universe is crying out, 
“Glory!”  And then we look into the glories of creation and stumble upon this thought: “If 
creation is this beautiful, how much more beautiful is the One who made it all?”  What words do 
you use to capture all this majesty?  Words are not enough.  The best we can do is cry out: “How 
majestic is your name in all the earth.” 

One 19th century pastor writes, “It is a mark of a wise man to know the limits of human 
knowledge and a mark of a devout man to adore what he cannot further inquire. . . . Some 
ignorance is better than knowledge. Paul was wiser in saying, “O the depth of the riches!” (in 
Romans 11:33), than if he had claimed to know all about it.” (Plumer)  His majesty and glory 
span heaven and earth.  Notice: “how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your 
glory above the heavens.” 

This is a Hebrew literary technique to span two extremes. In everything God has made his 
majesty and glory are seen.  His glory has been set “above the heavens.”  The Jews spoke of 
three heavens: 

1. The atmosphere – our air and the sky 
2. The starry heavens – what we see at night 
3. Where God particularly manifests himself (Paul: caught into the third heaven to receive 

revelation). 

None of these can contain God.  His glory is above them all—yet his glory is in them all.  So the 
wonder of God is on display throughout his creation—his glory cannot be contained. 

Beyond creation, there are more witnesses of his wonder found in this psalm.  In vv. 2-8, we find 
three additional witnesses of his wonder. 
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II. WITNESSES OF HIS WONDER 

First. . .  

A. IN THE WAY HE DEFEATS HIS FOES 

Ps 8:2: "Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your 
foes, to still the enemy and the avenger." 

Notice: In God’s majestic creation, He has those who oppose him: “foes. . . the enemy and the 
avenger.”  Yet, God triumphs over them. He “stills” the enemy.  Still = bring to a stop; cease; 
end.  Comes from the same root word that Sabbath comes from.  God brings the wicked to their 
end.   

And what’s the means God uses to defeat his enemies? How does he do it?  Answer: He defeats 
his foes from the mouths of babies and infants.  Those two words refer to the littlest of 
children—those who are nursing and the toddlers. 

• These are the weakest and most vulnerable of humans. 
• They have no wisdom and no real knowledge. 
• They are completely dependent upon others for survival. 

God uses the weakest humans to defeat his foes.  And not only does he use the weakest humans, 
he uses the weakest way in the weakest humans:  He uses what comes out of their mouths.  Out 
of the mouths of infants and babies come cries and babbling.  Not eloquence. Not arguments. 
Not cleverness.  But sounds that get on your nerves and don’t make sense.  And with the cries 
from the nursery he silences his foes. 

I think this verse has contemporary significance. But I also think that it is prophetic and was 
partially fulfilled in Jesus’ day.  Do you remember Jesus’ triumphal entry in Jerusalem when he 
came riding in on a donkey (note a King coming in the weakest of ways)?  The crowds were 
crying out, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt 21:9).  And even children were crying out in the same way: 
“Save us Son of David.”   

Now, Son of David is a title for the Messiah—for God.  And the chief priests and scribes were 
indignant and they came to Jesus saying, “Do you hear what these [children] are saying?”   And 
Jesus said to them, “Yes;”  There’s a lot to that yes:  Yes, I hear them.  Yes, they are not wrong 
in calling out to me for salvation as the Messiah, the Son of David, God. 

And then Jesus said, “have you never read, “‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you 
have prepared praise’?”"  He quotes the Greek version of Psalm 2:2.  The only difference in the 
translation is that the Greek said “prepared praise” and the Hebrew said “established strength.”  
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The Greek essentially translated the Hebrew and provided commentary on what “established 
strength” means.  It means God defeats his foes through the praise of children.  And Jesus 
applies that to this situation. The children—the weakest ones there at the triumphal entry—were 
praising him.  And guess what? The priests and the scribes didn’t say another word. Their 
mouths were stopped. . . stilled. 

So Psalm 2 has a prophetic element finding fulfillment in the triumphal entry. And I believe 
there will be more of that to come.  But what’s the contemporary significance of it?  The point in 
v. 2 is this: God doesn’t need mighty people.  He uses people who will depend on his might.  He 
uses the weak to defeat the mighty of the world.  God’s aims will overcome all obstacles.  You 
feel tired, weak, sick, oppressed, downtrodden, overwhelmed.  You’re just the kind of person 
God uses for victory.  God’s mighty and majesty are displayed more clearly when he uses the 
weak than if he used the strong.  After creation, the first witness of his wonder is the way he 
defeats his foes. He uses the weakest of the weak for victory. 

B. IN THE WAY HE CARES FOR MAN 

Ps 8:3-5: "When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care 
for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 
glory and honor." 

David begins with his observation of the sky.  No mention is made of the sun, so this is a 
meditation on the night sky.  Perhaps David recalled the nights he stood guard over the sheep as 
a boy shepherd.  Have you ever seen the night sky when there are no city lights to drown out the 
stars?  This was the young David’s nightly canopy. 

And he would look up into the twinkling sky and gaze with awe in the God who made it all.  And 
then he would feel small.  What a blessing to feel small.  There’s a whole realm of psychology 
that tries to get you to feel big and significant.  Yet the healthiest people are like David—they 
experience the comfort of God most when they feel small. 

The moon and the stars are the “work of his fingers.”  This is a picture of God as the sculptor.  
And it’s a poetic way of contemplating the bigness of God:  Our sun is 864,938 miles across. 
That’s the size of 109 Earths lined up across its face.  But to God the bigness of the sun is tiny.  
With his fingers—as if our sun were a tiny grain of sand—God fashions the galaxies. 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 
set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?” 

If the giants in the sky are teeny-tiny to God, how much more miniscule is man?  The word 
“man” is used twice in v. 4, but in Hebrew two different words are used.  The first occurrence of 
“man” here is the Hebrew word ‘enōsh.  It’s related to the word that means “incurable, desperate, 
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disastrous.”  For example, in Jeremiah 17:9: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick [Heb: one word]; who can understand it?"  Other translations: incurably sick, 
disastrously sick.  Our hearts are desperately sick because of our sin natures.  So perhaps David 
chose this word for ‘man’ to say, “God, what is man, who is desperately, incurably sick with sin, 
that you are mindful of him?  You, O God, who are holy! 

The second occurrence of man (“son of man”) is the Hebrew word ‘adam.  That calls our 
attention back to Genesis: 

Genesis 2:7: " the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature." 

“The man of dust.”  Man’s origin is the dust.  From the dust of the ground, God made man.  We 
are sons of dust.  Our Lord fashions the beautiful cosmos and what would he have to do with 
man, who is desperately sick with sin; man, who is of the dust?   

And then v. 5: “Yet. . .”  Which tells us it’s true: God is mindful of us. He does care for us.  
Mindful = to remember; it’s acting on what’s called to mind.  Care for = in older translations - 
“visit.”  This expression usually indicates divine intervention that changes the destiny of people.  
When he visits or cares for his people, he changes their destiny.  No longer sons of dust—but 
clothed in glory!  No longer incurably sick—but healed and clothed in righteousness!  Has he 
changed your destiny? 

We were made “a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned. . . with glory and honor.”  
Made a little lower than “heavenly beings”—lower than the angels because they are already 
clothed in splendor.  But we are crowned! From dust to glory! 

Only two things in all creation have rebelled against God: (1) a select group of evil angels; (2) all 
of mankind. 

• The sheep didn’t rebel 
• The oxen didn’t rebel 
• The birds didn’t rebel 
• The fish didn’t rebel 
• The stars and moon and plants didn’t rebel 
• But man did. 

And yet God has crowned him with glory and honor.  The only thing in all creation created in 
God’s likeness is man (Gen 1:27).  This is the first way we have been crowned.  And we who 
have been born again have been crowned a second way—made in the likeness of his Son.  We 
who are God’s people have been crowned with “glory and honor.”  These are attributes of God’s 
kingship that he shares with his sons and daughters. 
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So how does care for man?  He extends mercy!  This second witness of his wonder is that he 
extends mercy even to man!  Be amazed at this God! 

Finally, the last witness of wonder in this psalm is. . .  

C. IN THE WAY HE GOVERNS HIS CREATION 

Ps 8:6-8: "You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things 
under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and 
the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas." 

God has given humans dominion over his creation.  Dominion is the idea of mastery or rulership.  
We have the creation mandate to rule over what he has made.  God gave man the commission 
and capacity to rule his planet.  We have a derived authority from God.  The rule extends from 
the land to the birds to the fish.  (David is tracing the creation account in Genesis 1.) 

In other words: humans have authority derived from God over all of creation.  Now, because of 
the Fall, sin has affected the whole world, even nature.  All creation groans, according to 
Romans 8, because of sin.  Before the Fall, nature was perfect and nondestructive and operated 
harmoniously and served man.  Now, that isn’t the case.  Nature is not really in subjection to 
man, but is in chaos: tornadoes, tsunamis, deadly viruses, animals that kill humans, plants that 
are poisonous, and so on.  But even now, God’s majesty is seen when God’s people rule—
exercise dominion—in such a way as to not grab glory for themselves but to reflect God’s glory 
in their work. 

In other words, when God’s people work with the aim of displaying God’s worth—rather than 
work to gain glory for themselves—“Look at what I did, see how rich I am; look at what I 
own”— when God’s people work with the aim of displaying God’s worth, God’s majesty is seen 
in their work—seen in their exercise of dominion in God’s created planet. 

CONCLUSION 

Recap: God’s wonder is seen in many ways in this Psalm, including: 

• The wonder of his creation, and even his glory cannot be contained in it. 
• In the way he defeats his enemies: by using the weakest of the weak to gain victory. 
• In the way he cares for man: by extending mercy to sinful man. 
• In the way he governs his creation: by freeing man to work in such a way to make much 

of God. 

So from beginning to end, this psalm praises the greatness of God.  It closes the same way it 
began: 
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Ps 8:9: "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!" 

And all of God’s people know that is true and we delight in it. 
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