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THE WAR ON CHRISTMAS 
Revelation 12:4-5; Matthew 2:13-18 (Advent 2017 ) 

Treasuring Christ Church – Pastor Boyd Johnson  
December 17, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

We’ve been hearing a lot about the war on Christmas in political discussion these days.  The war 
on Christmas actually became a major campaign issue in our last presidential election.  We had 
one candidate who campaigned on a promise that we would all be saying “Merry Christmas” 
again if he was elected president.  This became such a hot campaign platform because many 
have observed that in our nation Christ has been taken out of public Christmas celebrations.  
Even calling this time of year “Christmas time” has become politically incorrect, such that 
corporations, schools, and government bodies have substituted for the word “Christmas” 
“Holidays” or something else.  One university professor a few years ago went so far as to 
advocate that we should only wish each other “Happy Federal Holiday” in order to include 
everyone during this time of year.   

I think we can all attest that our culture by and large has lost the sense of the true meaning of 
Christmas.  For our culture, Christmas is at best a time of gathering of family and friends. But 
it’s also a time of self-indulgence in buying gifts for ourselves and for others.  It’s certainly true 
that our nation has become increasingly secularized and intolerant of anything resembling 
biblical Christianity.  So we shouldn’t be surprised that that would include assaults one way or 
another on one of the highlights of the Christian calendar. 

The Original War on Christmas 
But regardless of whatever cultural war on Christmas that we experience, there has been a war 
on Christmas far more devious and far more pervasive than anything we read about in the news.  
In fact, this war on Christmas has been deadly and was designed so that Christmas would never 
occur in the first place.  

This war on Christmas has been waged by the most brutal army and under the command of the 
most ruthless general the world has ever known.  It’s a war with its battlefield not only on the 
earth, but also in the heavenly sphere. It actually originated there. 

The war on Christmas began thousands of years ago before there ever was a Christmas.  But I 
don’t want to start there.  I want to take you right to the first Christmas day—the day that Jesus 
was born—and unfold the Christmas story like perhaps you’ve never thought about before.  

You’re probably familiar with the Christmas story as told in the gospels. It’s the story of God 
coming to earth in a manger.  But I want us to look at that story from a different vantage point—
as viewed from another realm, the spiritual realm.  On that first Christmas day, viewed from this 
perspective, it was anything but a night of joy and peace, but rather a story of terror and combat. 

It’s not that this story should be the focus of any Christmas celebration.  But it is a true story that 
must be told and one that is necessary to understand all that was happening on that night of glory 
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 that we love to celebrate.  This is the Christmas story as told from Revelation 12. 

Text 

Revelation 12:1–5: "And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: 
behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His 
tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood 
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour 
it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her 
child was caught up to God and to his throne. . ." 

I. THE WAR ON CHRISTMAS IN REVELATION 

This passage in Revelation 12 is the story of the war on Christmas from the perspective of the 
spiritual realm.  It’s told with a wide-angle lens not focused on the earthly details in Bethlehem, 
but focused on the broad drama in the heavenlies.  The characters are not the ones that we are 
accustomed to—Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the wise men. The characters in this story are 
Satan, Israel, and the Son of God. 

In the flow of the book, chapter 12 is a vision given to the Apostle John to explain the reason 
why worldwide judgment will come upon the earth just before Jesus returns.  Worldwide 
judgment will come upon the earth because Satan will mount a worldwide rebellion against God 
and sinners will willingly join him.  This vision shows that Satan has been battling God from the 
beginning and will continue to do so until he is finally defeated, never to torment God’s people 
again. 

But this vision also shows us what was happening on Christmas day in the spiritual realm.  John 
begins (12:1), “A great sign appeared in heaven.”  A sign is something that points to reality. It 
represents reality.  The great sign that John sees is a woman.  She isn’t a real woman. The 
woman is a sign. But she represents something real. 

She’s dressed as no woman has ever been dressed.  She is clothed (v. 1) “with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet and on her head a crown of twelve stars.”  That’s an unusual description. 
But it’s not a description unknown in the pages of Scripture. 

Do you remember when Joseph dreamed his dreams that he would rule over his brothers?  
Joseph said to his brothers in Genesis 37:9, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”  The interpretation of his dream 
might not be obvious to us. But to his dad and brothers, the symbolism of the dream was vivid. 

Joseph’s father, Jacob, said in 37:10, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and 
your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?”"  He 
understood the dream correctly. 

In Joseph’s dream, the sun represented Jacob, his father. The moon represented Rachel, his 
mother. And the eleven stars represented his eleven brothers. 
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Picking up on that symbolism, here in Revelation 12:1 is the picture of a woman arrayed exactly 
as the family of Jacob was depicted in Joseph’s dream, except that the woman is crowned with 
12 stars (rather than 11) for the 12 tribes of Israel.  You’ll remember that Jacob was given 
another name by God, Israel. And he was the one who inherited God’s promises to Abraham and 
Isaac and was the father of the 12 tribes of Israel.  So the woman depicted in John’s vision is the 
nation of Israel. 

But despite her majestic appearance, she is in distress (v. 2): "She was pregnant and was crying 
out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth."  Israel is depicted as in the pain of labor.  That’s 
not an uncommon depiction of Israel in the Old Testament.  Israel is frequently pictured as a 
woman ready to give birth and suffering birth pains.  In Isaiah 26:17, Israel’s agonizing history is 
described as: "Like a pregnant woman who writhes and cries out in her pangs when she is near to 
giving birth. . .” 

But who is she giving birth to?  Again, looking at the Old Testament, Israel is frequently 
described as pregnant with the Messiah and waiting like an expectant mother.  For example, 
Micah 5:2–3: "But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel."  

In Matthew’s Gospel, Micah 5:2 is quoted by the chief priests and scribes in answer to Herod’s 
question as to where the Christ would be born.  So Micah 5 was a messianic prophecy. Israel 
would give birth to the Messiah, who would be born in Bethlehem.  So Revelation 12:2 describes 
the time in history when Jesus, the Messiah, had not yet come and Israel waited in agony—as a 
woman in the agony of labor pains—for deliverance by her Savior. 

But John saw another sign in his vision. This one not great but terrible (v. 3): "And another sign 
appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads 
seven diadems."  Again, the sign points to reality. This time, the sign is a dragon.  In verse 9, 
John tells us who the dragon represents: “The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. . ."  The dragon is 
none other than the serpent from the garden. 

You might remember that it wasn’t until God cursed the serpent that it was made to crawl on its 
belly (Genesis 3:14). Before then, perhaps the serpent was more upright and dragon-like.  

Here, John sees Satan represented as a dragon.  To the Hebrews, dragons were associated with 
fierceness.  This dragon is red—the color of blood and fiery destruction. This is a dragon 
depicted with murderous intent.  He has multiple heads and horns and crowns.  In the book of 
Revelation, these are emblematic of past and future kingdoms that are under the control of Satan. 

What was this dragon doing in John’s vision?  Verse 4a: "His tail swept down a third of the stars 
of heaven and cast them to the earth.”  The stars represent angels (cf. 9:1).  So Satan’s original 
insurrection against God was so influential that a third of the angels joined him in rebellion. He 
swept up 1/3rd of the angels with him.  This shows the vast authority of Satan and his power.  



www.tccathens.org 

4 

 

He is joined by an army of fallen angels, who we would now call demons.  And it gets worse 
(12:4b): “And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she 
bore her child he might devour it."  

Again, the woman here is Israel.  Though we know that Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Messiah, 
this vision is viewed from a wide-angle, capturing the cosmic drama of the moment.  Satan is 
depicted as stalking pregnant Israel and awaiting the time of the Messiah so that as soon as he 
was born, he could kill him.  Yes, the dragon hated the woman. But what he was really after was 
her child. 

This is the story behind the Christmas story.  This is what Christmas day looked like from the 
spiritual realm—Satan waiting to kill the baby Jesus because he was the Christ.  This is the 
original war on Christmas. 

II. THE WAR ON CHRISTMAS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

As I said before, this war on Christmas began thousands of years before there ever was a 
Christmas.  Satan knew that the Messiah would come from at least Genesis 3 on.  In Genesis 3, 
God cursed Satan because of his temptation of Eve. 

Genesis 3:14–15: "The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”"  

In cursing Satan, God revealed that Satan would be defeated. He would be defeated by the 
offspring of Eve.  Though Satan would bruise the offspring’s heal (that is, cause him suffering), 
the offspring would bruise Satan’s head (that is, strike a mortal blow). 

We know what Eve did not. The offspring who would bruise the head of Satan would be Jesus 
the Messiah.  But ever since this curse and this promise of one to come who would defeat Satan, 
Satan has been at war to keep Christmas from happening.   

The Old Testament is replete with stories of Satan’s attempts to keep the Messiah from coming.  
At one level, these stories appear to be terrible stories of the wickedness of man.  But viewed 
through a wide-angle lens and in light of Revelation 12, these stories demonstrate Satan’s effort 
to destroy Eve’s offspring.  Let me give you a handful of examples from the Old Testament of 
the effort to extinguish Eve’s offspring. 

Consider Cain’s murder of Abel (Gen. 4:8). This was the first murder in human history.  Who do 
you suppose was behind that murder?  Jesus says in John 8:44 that the devil was a murderer from 
the beginning. He was a murderer before anyone else was a murderer. So it’s not a stretch to 
believe that Satan himself was behind this sinful act. 

Why would Satan turn to murder in an attempt to thwart God’s plans?  Perhaps this: If by 
introducing murder, Eve’s offspring could be wiped out, then God’s promise would fail and there 
would be none of her offspring left to bruise his head. 
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Another example of Satan’s efforts to keep the Messiah from coming is in a bizarre attempt to 
corrupt humanity in Genesis 6. 

Genesis 6:1–2: "When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to 
them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives 
any they chose."  

Verse 4 says that they bore children.  The sons of God are identified elsewhere in Scripture as 
angels (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7).  For example, Job 1:6: "There was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them."  So in Genesis 6, 
these angels—demons—seemed to have possessed men and promiscuously took human wives 
and through an unnatural, perverse union produced children (v. 4)—demonically influenced 
human children. 

In a world like that, it’s no wonder that we read further down in chapter 6: 

Genesis 6:11–12: "Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way 
on the earth."  

If Satan could corrupt all the earth, then perhaps he could fatally corrupt the line leading up to 
the Messiah.  Satan has always been particularly focused on cutting off the Messianic line—
often through murder. 

Pharaoh ordered the midwives to kill the Hebrew women’s sons at birth (Ex. 1:15-16).  If the 
sons of Israel are killed, then the Jews are wiped out forever and the Messiah could not come. 

In Esther, Haman attempted to slaughter the Jews (Esther 3–9), but the Jews were miraculously 
saved. 

Saul attempted a number of times to kill David (1 Sam. 18:10-11). David was the one through 
whom the Messiah would come.  If David was killed before he had a son, no Messiah could 
come in the line of David.  Satan nearly succeeded in wiping out David’s line in 2 Kings 11.  
There, the evil Queen Athaliah came to power in Judah and began murdering the royal line of 
David. She would have killed them all except for the courageous work of one woman, who stole 
away an infant boy named Joash and hid him for six years until he was rightly made king.  As it 
turns out, Joash was the last in the line of David. Had he been killed, the Messianic line would 
have been destroyed. 

And there are many more examples throughout the pages of the Old Testament.  All these were 
attempts to keep Christmas from happening—a war on Christmas before Christmas had even 
come. 

III. THE WAR ON CHRISTMAS IN THE GOSPELS  
These examples in the Old Testament remind us, of course, of a similar story in the Gospel of 
Matthew that we do think of as a Christmas story.  In Matthew 2, the wise men came to  
Jerusalem after seeing a star and sought the one born king of the Jews (2:2). 
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Herod was king over that region in those days.  He had a reputation for brutality.  One ancient 
historian wrote of him that his “character had nothing human to recommend it.”  He was 
inhumane in his treatment of others.  One story that illustrates his cruelty is that he decreed that 
when he died, one member of every family in his dominion must be put to death as well so that 
all would morn.  

He also drew up plans that, upon his death, the leading Jews of his day would be invited to an 
arena where they would be ambushed so that all the Jews would morn, since he didn’t think they 
would morn his death otherwise.   

The last person to claim the right to be king over the land Herod ruled over was a Jew of the 
Hasmonean dynasty.  After a three-year battle, Herod won and put him to death, which ended the 
126-year reign of the Hasmoneans.   

Thirty years later, the wise men showed up asking where they could find the king of the Jews 
who was born.  By this time, Herod was an older man in poor health. So he helped the wise men 
determine where the Christ was to be born and sent them on ahead with the demand that they 
return to him and tell him where the Christ had been born.  He claimed he wanted to go and 
worship Christ too. But we know that was a ruse.  He was jealous and wanted to find the Christ 
child so that he could be put to death. 

When the wise men didn’t return, Herod (2:16) “became furious, and he sent and killed all the 
male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to 
the time he had ascertained from the wise men.” 

From historical evidence, Herod’s death has been determined with a high degree of certainty to 
be the spring of 4 B. C.  So that means Jesus had to have been born before 4 B. C. 

Note: the B.C./A.D. division wasn’t established until the 6th century and the monk who made the 
calculation was off by a few years. 

Other evidence requires that Jesus had to have been born no earlier than 6 B. C.  So Jesus was 
born sometime between 6 B.C. and 4 B.C.  That means that Jesus was less than 2 years old when 
the wise men came, which is what Matthew indicates.   

But in Herod’s anger and brutal nature, all the boys two and under in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding region were slaughtered.  In other words, Herod slaughtered more than were likely 
to be the Christ just to be sure.  Because the area was sparsely populated, some scholars estimate 
that would have only been 10-30 boys.  But to those 10-30 families, this would have been 
excruciating. 

Thankfully, an angel warned Joseph in a dream to take Mary and Jesus and flee to Egypt (2:13) 
and by doing so Jesus was kept from death (2:14).   

On the earthly level, this looks like the terror of a mad king.  But read that story in light of 
Revelation 12:4: “The dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when 
she bore her child he might devour it.”  When read from that perspective, you learn the story 
behind the story. 
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CONCLUSION 

So we’ve seen the war on Christmas in Revelation, the war on Christmas in the Old Testament, 
and the war on Christmas in the Gospels.  Throughout the history of God’s people, Satan was at 
war to prevent the Messiah from coming. When he failed at that, he tried to kill the Messiah 
before he took up his reign.  When he failed at that, he entered one of the Messiah’s disciples to 
betray Jesus and turn him over to the Jews and Romans to be killed on the cross.   

He didn’t fail at that. 

But what Satan meant for evil, God meant for good.  Though Satan had evil intent, God’s hand 
and plan was to offer his Son as the sacrificial Lamb—the one who would take away the sins of 
the world, the one who would lay down his life for his sheep, the one who would offer eternal 
life to all who turn from their sin and believe in him. 

What appeared at first to be the final victory of Satan, turned out to be the very thing that sealed 
his defeat.  The cross was not the triumph of Satan, but Satan’s downfall.  Colossians 2:15 says 
that by the cross God “disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in [Jesus.]” 

And once Jesus rose from the dead, he ascended to his Father in heaven, from which he will 
come again and rule the earth.  Now I want you to see that that’s exactly what Revelation 12:5 
says. 

In one verse, John’s vision is compressed and he sees the birth of the Messiah and then the 
ascended Messiah who reigns.   

Revelation 12:5: "She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne. . ."  

Jesus Christ ascended to heaven to be with the Father, where the Messianic line could never 
again be attacked. 

The war on Christmas is over. Jesus won. 

That’s the Christmas story from heaven’s perspective. 
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